The Human Language Journey

From Eurasia to the Americas

Russian, Chinese, Tibetan, and Native American Languages in Context

Union of Saints

1. Introduction: Why Language Journeys Matter

Human languages are living records of migration, culture, and time. By studying how
languages relate, or do not relate, we gain insight into how people moved across
continents, how civilizations formed, and why languages today can sound radically different
while still reflecting shared human origins.

This document explains:

Where Russian and Chinese come from
How Tibetan fits into Asian language history
How Native American languages developed

Where scholars see possible connections, and where they do not

2. Russian Language Origins (Indo-European Path)
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Language family
Russian belongs to the Indo-European family.

Development path
* Proto-Indo-European (c. 4500-2500 BCE, Eurasian Steppe)

* Proto-Slavic



* Old East Slavic (Kievan Rus)

« Modern Russian

Characteristics
* Alphabetic writing system (Cyrillic)
* Inflected grammar (word endings change meaning)

* Cognates shared with English, Latin, Greek, Sanskrit

Key insight

Russian is part of a western Eurasian linguistic tradition, shared broadly across Europe
and South Asia.




3. Chinese Language Origins (Sino-Tibetan Path)
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Oracle bone script

REI (jia gl wén)

Bronze script
I (jinwen)

Large Seal script
FE (da zhuan)

Srmall Seal script
JEE (wiA0 zhudn)

Clerical script

HEF (lishm

Standard script
tE (kaishi)

Funning script
T8 (xing shil)

Oraft script
EE (choshi)

Simplified script

BEHF ([ jiantzi)
hanyd pinyin
RIBHE
zhiyin fuhao
SR
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Chinese languages belong to the Sino-Tibetan family.

Development path

* Proto-Sino-Tibetan (c. 4000-6000 years ago)
* Old Chinese

* Middle Chinese

The Cracle bone script was
used during the Shang or ¥in
Cynasty (o 1400-1200 BC)

The Bronze script was uzed
during the Zhou Dynasty
(e 1100 - 256 BC )

The Large Seal script was
used during the Zhou
Cynasty (o, 1100 - 256 BC )

The Srmall Seal script was
used during the Qin Dynasty
(221-207 BC)

The <lerical and Standard
scripts first appeared during
the Han Dynasty (207 BC -
220 AD.

The Running script has been
used for handwritten Chinese
since the Han Dynasty,

The Grass zcript is the
Chinese equivalent of
shorthand and has been
used since the Han Dynasty,

The Sirmplified zcript has
been used in the P.R.C,
zimce 1949, Itiz also used in
Singapore,

Harpu pinpin has been used
in the P.R.C. since 1958,

Fhuyin fuhao was developed
in China in 1913 and is still
used in Taiwan,

* Modern Chinese languages (Mandarin, Cantonese, Wu, Min)

Characteristics

* Tonal pronunciation



* Analytic grammar (word order matters more than endings)

* Logographic writing system (characters represent meaning)

Key insight
Chinese languages evolved independently from Indo-European languages and reflect a
continuous East Asian civilization.

4. Tibetan Language in the Asian Context
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Intensive hunter-gatherer activity on the Tibetan Plateau
pushed by early millet agricultu ess Plateau.
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Peninsular

Northern

Ladakhi-Balti
Central

Mandarin
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Central Tibetan

Qiangic Mg\,

Tujia Gan
Xiang

Southwestern

Burmese

Chinese
(Min, Yue, Hakka, Mandarin)

Placement
» Tibetan is a core branch of the Sino-Tibetan family

* Developed on the Tibetan Plateau



Features
» Alphabetic script adapted from Indic writing

* Complex grammar compared to Chinese

* Preserves older Sino-Tibetan structures

Key insight

Tibetan acts as a linguistic bridge within Asia, preserving ancient features lost in some
Chinese languages.

5. Native American Languages: Diversity and Depth
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[ Isalishan
[ IChimakuan

Bl Chinookan

[ plateau Penutian
B kalapuyan

I Alsean
I Coosan
[ Ishastan

1 Beothuk
2 Yuchi

[ Palaihnihan 3 Timucua

[ wintuan 4 Calusa

[ ] Yuki-wappo 5 Tunica

[l Pomoan 6 Natchez

[ IMaiduan 7 Czitimacha

[ Jutian 8 Adai

[ chumashan 9 Atakapa

[ uto-Aztecan 10 Karankawa

[ |¥okutsan 11 Tonkawa
12 Aranama

[ ] Yuman-Cochimi
I Keresan

I Kiowa-Tanoan
[ caddoan

13 Cotoname
14 Coahuilteco
15 Solano

[0 Siouan-Catawban i? g:rl;l
[ ] comecrudan 18 Salinan
[ ] Muskogean 24 Takelma 19 Esselen
[ iroquoian 25 Siuslaw 20 Washo
[ isolates 26 Cayuse 21 Yana

[ unclassified
[ Juninhabited, unknown, out of area

27 Kutenai 22 Chimariko
28 Haida 23 Karuk
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Overview

Native American languages are not a single family. They include hundreds of distinct
languages across many families, such as:

* Algic

* Iroquoian

» Uto-Aztecan
* Mayan

* Quechuan
* Tupian

« Na-Dené

Key insight

Most Native American languages do not relate to Russian, Chinese, or Tibetan in any
demonstrable way.




6. The Na-Dené Exception and the Asian Connection
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The Na-Dené family
Includes:

» Athabaskan languages (Navajo, Apache)
* Tlingit
* Eyak (extinct)



The Dene-Yeniseian hypothesis
Some linguists propose a deep connection between:

* Na-Dené languages (North America)
* Yeniseian languages (Central Siberia)

Because Yeniseian may be distantly related to Sino-Tibetan, this creates a possible indirect
link to Tibetan.

Evidence type

¢ Grammatical structure
* Verb morphology

* Prefix systems
(not shared vocabulary)

Status
* Actively researched

* Not universally accepted

* Time depth exceeds 10,000 years

7. Migration and Language Spread
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The 1965 Immigration Law Dramatically Changed

The National Origin Mix of Immigrants
10 million Other

. Africa
8 million

Latin
6 million [\ America

4 million
Asia
2 million

Europe
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Human movement

* Humans migrated from East Asia — Siberia — Beringia — Americas
* Multiple migration waves occurred

* Na-Dené speakers likely arrived in later waves

Language implication
Language structures can survive migration even when:

* Vocabulary changes

* Cultures diverge



« DNA mixes

8. What Is Connected—and What Is Not

Area Relationship

Russian < Chinese Unrelated
Chinese < Tibetan Directly related
Native American <
Tibetan Mostly unrelated
Na-Dené « Asian Possibly (deep time)
languages

. Independently
Writing systems developed

9. Final Summary
* Russian comes from the Indo-European tradition of western Eurasia
* Chinese and Tibetan come from the Sino-Tibetan tradition of East Asia
* Most Native American languages developed independently in the Americas
* Na-Dené languages may preserve traces of ancient Siberian linguistic ancestry

* These relationships reflect human migration
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