The Holocaust and World War ll: Victim
Numbers Overview

1) Holocaust Victims (Targeted Genocide)

The Holocaust refers specifically to the systematic persecution and mass murder carried out
by Nazi Germany under Adolf Hitler during World War II.

Total Holocaust Victims

* Approximately 11 to 12 million people
Jewish Victims (Primary Target)

* Approximately 6 million Jews were killed

Jews were the central focus of Nazi ideology and the only group targeted as an enemy for
complete annihilation across all Nazi-controlled territories.

Non-Jewish Victims (Estimated 5 to 6 Million)
» Soviet civilians and prisoners of war: ~2 to 3 million
* Non-Jewish Polish civilians: ~1.8 to 2 million
* Romani people (Roma and Sinti): ~220,000 to 500,000
* Disabled individuals: ~200,000 to 250,000
* Political opponents: tens of thousands
+ LGBTQ+ individuals: ~5,000 to 15,000
* Jehovah’s Witnesses: ~1,000 to 2,000

« Other victims: including resistance members, clergy, and civilians targeted in
occupied territories

2) Additional Victims of World War Il (Not Classified as
Holocaust Victims)

These groups are part of the broader human cost of the war but are not typically included in
Holocaust-specific totals.

German Civilian Deaths
* Approximately 1.5 to 2.5 million civilians

* Causes include aerial bombing, ground combat, displacement, and starvation



Example: Bombing of Dresden

United States Military Deaths

Approximately 416,800 deaths
Occurred in both European and Pacific theaters

Example: D-Day

Other Major World War Il Losses (Approximate Totals)

Soviet Union: ~24 to 27 million (military and civilian)

China: ~15 to 20 million

Poland (total): ~5 to 6 million (including ~3 million Jewish victims)
Japan: ~2.5 to 3 million

United Kingdom: ~450,000

France: ~600,000

Key Distinction

Holocaust: A targeted, state-organized genocide (= 11 to 12 million victims)

World War Il Total Deaths: A global conflict resulting in approximately 70 to 85
million deaths

Key Takeaway

The Holocaust represents a deliberate attempt to eliminate entire populations, especially
Jews, through organized and systematic policies. Expanding the numbers to include German
civilians, American soldiers, and other national losses reflects the broader devastation of
World War II.

D. Cowdrey
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