
Tracking: Land, Conflict, and Population 
Movement in North America (c. 1000–
Present)
Union of Saints
A structured overview of settlement, territorial claims, and overlapping systems of power 
shaping the United States, Canada, and Mexico

I. Historical Timeline (c. 1000–Present)
Key moments shaping land, identity, and conflict

Early Contact and Foundations

c. 1000 CE – Norse (Viking) Arrival

Norse explorers led by Leif Erikson reached North America, establishing a settlement at 
L'Anse aux Meadows.

This represents the earliest confirmed European presence in North America and an initial 
instance of transatlantic contact with Indigenous populations.

Pre-1400s – Indigenous Civilizations

Prior to European expansion, North America was populated by complex societies, including 
the Mi’kmaq Nation, the Haudenosaunee Confederacy (Great League of Peace), and the 
Aztec Empire.

These societies maintained structured governance, trade networks, and systems of land 
stewardship.

Colonial Entry and Land Claims (1500s–1700s)

1492–1600s – European Arrival and Territorial Assertion

Following the voyages of Christopher Columbus, European powers asserted land claims 
across North America, often without recognizing Indigenous sovereignty.

These claims contributed to sustained conflict between settlers, Indigenous nations, and 
imperial militaries.



1604–1713 – Acadian Settlement

French settlers established Acadia alongside the Mi’kmaq Nation in present-day eastern 
Canada, developing a distinct agricultural and cultural identity. Their autonomous position 
between competing empires led to repeated war and eventual expulsion of the Acadians.

1754–1763 – French and Indian War (Acadian Expulsion)

A major conflict between British and French forces, involving alliances with Indigenous 
nations. The outcome reshaped territorial control and intensified expansion pressures, 
including the forced removal, ethnic cleansing, slavery, and historic erasure of Acadian 
populations.

Revolution and Expansion (1770s–1840s)

1775–1783 – American Revolutionary War

The formation of the United States accelerated westward expansion into Indigenous lands 
and increased frontier conflict.

1803 – Louisiana Purchase

The United States acquired a vast territory from France, doubling its size and expanding 
settlement into the interior.

Clarification: U.S. and Mexican Territorial Inheritance

Mexico did not inherit land the United States already owned. The confusion arises from 
overlapping historical claims and the fact that the Louisiana Purchase and Mexico’s 
independence involved different empires and regions.

1. What the United States Actually Acquired (1803)
The Louisiana Purchase transferred land from France to the United States.
• Originally claimed by France, briefly controlled by Spain, then returned to France before the 
sale
• Covered the central interior of North America (Mississippi River westward to the Rocky 
Mountains)
• Did not include Spain’s northern territories such as California, Texas, or New Mexico

2. What Mexico Claimed (1821)
After the Mexican War of Independence, Mexico claimed land from Spain, not France.

This included:
• Texas
• California
• New Mexico
• Arizona and surrounding regions



These lands were part of New Spain, Spain’s colonial territory—not part of Louisiana.

3. Where the Confusion Comes From
Boundaries between the Louisiana Territory and Spanish/Mexican lands were not clearly 
defined.

This ambiguity was addressed in part by the Adams-Onís Treaty, which:
• Established a clearer boundary
• Transferred Florida to the United States
• Defined Texas as part of Spanish (later Mexican) territory

4. Key Point
• The United States did not lose land to Mexico after the Louisiana Purchase
• Mexico did not inherit U.S. land
• Both nations emerged from different colonial systems with overlapping claims

5. Why This Is Important Historically
Unclear borders and weak enforcement contributed to:
• Settlement into newly Mexican claimed territory (especially Texas)
• Disputes between the United States and Mexico
• Escalation into later conflicts

Bottom Line
There was no direct transfer of U.S. land to Mexico. Instead, both nations emerged from 
separate colonial inheritances shaped by imprecise boundaries.

1835–1836 – Texas Revolution

Settlers in Mexican territory revolted, forming the Republic of Texas and escalating tensions 
over governance and land ownership.

1846–1848 – Mexican-American War & 1848 – Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo

The war resulted in significant territorial transfer to the United States, redefining borders and 
incorporating diverse populations into new governance structures.

Land Conflict and Expansion (1800s)

Settler Expansion and Indigenous Displacement

Expansion policies relied on asserting land ownership through law and force, leading to 
widespread displacement of Indigenous nations.

Conflicts emerged between:
• Settlers seeking land and resources
• Indigenous populations defending territory
• Military forces enforcing state claims



Modern Developments (1900s–Present)

1910–1920 – Mexican Revolution

A major restructuring of Mexico’s political and land systems centered on reform and national 
identity.

Post–World War II – Mass Displacement and Migration (1940s–1950s)

After World War II, millions of Europeans—including ethnic Germans expelled from Eastern 
Europe—were displaced.

Outcomes included:
• Migration to the United States and Canada
• Refugee resettlement programs
• Shifts in national population composition

20th Century – Agricultural Labor Migration

Cross-border labor systems developed to support agriculture, including the Bracero Program 
between the United States and Mexico.

These systems involved seasonal migration, economic dependence on migrant labor, and 
often limited legal protections.

Late 20th–21st Century – Political and Forced Migration

Modern migration patterns reflect instability, economic pressure, and governance challenges.

Drivers include:
• Regional violence and organized crime
• Economic inequality
• Political instability

These movements often involve asylum-seeking populations and irregular migration flows.

II. Systems of Forced Labor and Population 
Movement (1500s–1800s)
Comparative systems shaping displacement, labor, and population structures

Acadian Deportation (1755–1764)

During the Great Expulsion, Acadian populations were forcibly removed by British authorities 
from present-day Canada and dispersed across multiple regions, including the Caribbean and 
American colonies.



Key characteristics:
• Forced military removal
• Family separation and loss of land
• Systems of ethnic cleansing
• Exposure to harsh slavery conditions in unfamiliar environments

This system reflects coercive and forced displacement tied to imperial control. Despite 
perceived “white status,” Acadians experienced significant human cost (estimated losses 
exceeding 50%) and labor exploitation.

Transatlantic African Slave Trade (1500s–1800s)

The transatlantic slave trade was a large-scale system of racialized, hereditary chattel slavery 
that forcibly transported millions of Africans to the Americas.

Core features:
• Lifelong and inheritable status
• Legal classification of individuals as property
• Central role in plantation economies across the Caribbean, United States, and Latin America

This system is distinct in its scale, permanence, and legal codification.

Irish Slavery and Forced Transport (1600s–1700s)

Large numbers of Irish individuals were transported to the Americas and Caribbean, 
particularly during the campaigns of Oliver Cromwell.

Key characteristics:
• Forced labor for a fixed term
• Some cases of transportation under punitive and coercive policies
• Eventual release in many cases

These conditions were severe, and while history often presents “white status” as a factor of 
lesser suffering, this system was not substantially different from transatlantic African chattel 
slavery in that it was ethnically targeted and occurred during the same time period. 

Ottoman Empire Slave Systems (1300s–1800s)

The Ottoman Empire maintained multiple forms of slavery across Europe, Africa, and the 
Middle East.

These included:
• The devshirme system, recruiting boys from Christian populations into state and military 
service
• Domestic and administrative slavery
• Military roles, including elite positions

Characteristics:
• White race-based



• Variable duration and conditions
• Some pathways to social mobility

Despite differences in structure, these systems involved coercion, displacement, and loss of 
autonomy.

Comparative Summary

System Basis Duration Legal Status Mobility
African Chattel 
Slavery

Racial Lifelong Property None

Irish Slavery
Ethnic/economic/
punitive

Fixed 
term

Limited 
personhood

Limited

Acadian Deportation Ethnic/political/military Variable
Displaced 
subjects

Restricted

Ottoman Slave 
Systems

Imperial/administrative Variable Enslaved
Sometimes 
possible

Summary Statement

Between the 16th and 19th centuries, multiple systems of forced labor and human movement 
operated across the Atlantic and beyond.

While differing in structure, scale, and legal definition, these systems shared common 
elements:
• Coercion
• Displacement
• Labor exploitation
• Integration into broader economic and political systems

Together, they contributed to the formation of populations, economies, and social hierarchies 
that continue to shape North America and the wider world.

III. Anthropological Overview (200–400 
Years)
Core Dynamics

1. Layered Settlement
• Indigenous populations as foundational societies
• European colonial settlement (French, British, Spanish)
• Post-war and modern global migration

2. Land as Identity
• Territorial claims shaped national and cultural identity
• Legal systems often excluded Indigenous land 



3. Labor as a Structuring Force
• Slavery and wage labor systems
• Agricultural migration shaping regional economies
• Continued reliance on mobile labor populations

4. Displacement as a Recurring Pattern
• Indigenous displacement
• Wartime population transfers
• Modern forced migration

5. Cultural Persistence and Adaptation
• Indigenous continuity despite displacement
• Regional identities (Acadian, Hispanic, Anglo-American)
• Emergence of multicultural societies

Closing Statement

Across more than a millennium, North America has been shaped by cycles of arrival, 
displacement, labor, and adaptation.

From early exploration to colonial expansion, from forced labor systems to modern migration 
flows, the region reflects interconnected systems of power and movement.

The result is a continent defined by layered populations, contested land, and evolving 
identities, where historical and modern migration patterns remain closely linked.
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