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What do we know about fourth-generation warfare? What have we established about the goals of foreign and domestic 
movements seeking to weaken the United States?

Fourth-generation warfare can involve domestic and foreign participants. It may operate through political, economic, 
informational, cultural, social, cyber, and psychological pressure rather than conventional military forces. A movement can be 
organized inside the United States while promoting objectives aligned with foreign governments, international ideological 
networks, immigrants, citizens, or American-born activists.

Area Documented DSA advocacy Concern for the United States

Noncitizen voting

DSA’s current program calls for extending voting
rights to permanent residents and other 
noncitizens. A 2013 resolution supported 
allowing immigrants, including undocumented 
immigrants, to vote wherever legally possible.

This would transfer electoral participation beyond 
American citizens and allow noncitizens to influence 
American government. DSA seeks to change voting laws;
this advocacy is distinct from committing voter fraud 
under existing law.

Abolishing ICE
DSA explicitly calls for abolishing ICE and 
ending ICE detention and deportation 
operations.

This would dismantle the principal federal agency 
responsible for immigration enforcement within the 
United States.

Amnesty and 
migration

DSA advocates legalizing migration, granting 
amnesty regardless of immigration status, and 
ending visa caps and quotas.

These policies would substantially reduce existing 
immigration restrictions and the consequences attached 
to unlawful entry or presence.

Police abolition

DSA has adopted resolutions supporting police 
and prison abolition. Its previous platform 
endorsed reducing police budgets annually 
toward zero.

These policies seek to dismantle or replace established 
law-enforcement and incarceration systems responsible 
for protecting communities and enforcing criminal law.

Military reduction
DSA calls for greatly reducing the American 
military budget, closing overseas bases, and 
bringing American forces home.

This would reduce American military readiness, 
international reach, deterrence, and influence.

NATO withdrawal
DSA has called for the United States to 
withdraw from NATO.

This would remove the United States from its principal 
Western collective-defense alliance and advance an 



Area Documented DSA advocacy Concern for the United States
objective historically pursued by Russia.

Foreign and 
immigrant influence

DSA organizes citizens, immigrants, 
noncitizens, and international activists around a 
shared political ideology.

Foreign political conflicts, loyalties, ideologies, and 
priorities may enter American politics through domestic 
organizations. Immigrant status alone does not establish 
hostile intent; individual conduct and relationships must 
be examined.

International 
political networks

DSA promotes international solidarity with 
socialist and anti-imperialist movements and 
maintains an International Committee.

Domestic campaigns may become connected 
ideologically or organizationally with international 
movements opposing American foreign policy and 
military power.

Christianity
DSA-associated activists organize against the 
Christian Right and what they define as 
Christian nationalism.

These campaigns seek to reduce the political and cultural
influence of certain Christian movements within 
government and public policy.

Capitalism and 
private ownership

DSA seeks to replace capitalism with 
democratic socialism and place significant 
economic authority under collective or public 
control.

This would transform private ownership, investment, 
employment, property rights, and the distribution of 
economic power throughout the United States.

Direct action
DSA uses elections, protests, labor organizing, 
political education, demonstrations, and other 
forms of direct action.

Coordinated pressure across political, economic, 
informational, and social institutions can produce major 
structural change without conventional military force.

Information and 
narrative influence

DSA materials frequently characterize American 
capitalism, immigration enforcement, policing, 
military power, and foreign policy as oppressive 
or imperialistic.

Repeated narratives can weaken public confidence in 
American institutions and reinforce messages favorable 
to foreign adversaries or revolutionary movements.

Decentralized 
organization

DSA is a member-directed organization with 
local chapters, committees, elected leadership, 
and affiliated activist networks.

Decentralized organization allows campaigns to operate 
through multiple institutions and communities without 
requiring a traditional military command structure.
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Fourth-generation 
warfare comparison

Fourth-generation warfare may use nonstate 
participants and political, economic, cultural, 
informational, psychological, and sometimes 
violent methods to weaken a state’s power or 
public will.

Some DSA objectives and methods can be compared 
with the features of fourth-generation warfare. All 
evidence should be presented of hostile coordination, 
coercion, violence, foreign direction, or deliberate 
subversion.

Conclusion
DSA activists openly advocate extending voting rights to noncitizens, abolishing ICE, granting broad immigration amnesty, 
pursuing police and prison abolition, substantially reducing American military power, withdrawing the United States from NATO, 
transforming the capitalist economy, and defeating what they define as Christian nationalism. These are publicly stated political 
objectives.

DSA is domestically organized, but domestic organization does not eliminate foreign, international, ideological, or immigrant 
influence. Its programs may produce outcomes that weaken American border enforcement, policing, military strength, alliances, 
citizenship distinctions, private ownership, and traditional institutions. Whether DSA should be classified as an anti-American 
“warfront” remains a matter of analysis, but its documented advocacy provides a factual basis for examining whether it functions
as a domestic political front advancing objectives that may harm American sovereignty, security, culture, and institutional 
stability.

Sources: DSA 2025–2026 program, DSA resolution supporting immigrant voting, DSA police and prison abolition resolutions, 
DSA statement concerning NATO, DSA Religious Socialism.

https://program.dsausa.org/
https://rs.dsausa.org/
https://www.dsausa.org/statements/on-russias-invasion-of-ukraine/
https://convention2021.dsausa.org/2021-dsa-convention-resolutions/
https://www.dsausa.org/blog/restoring_and_expanding_our_democracy/

