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Mesopotamia ~ seems so far away for many Americans, and learning about these ancient
prehistoric civilizations can feel like reading a highly entertaining, yet fictional, book about
distant places. Yet by tracing our ancestry, while remembering our compassion for our
ancestors and their fellowship with humanity, we can discover a great deal of fascinating
information that helps ground us in our shared human story.

It is also important to distinguish between what is supported by genetics, archaeology,
linguistics, and documented history, and what remains religious belief, cultural tradition, or
historical hypothesis. We recognize that not every proposed ancestral connection has been
established by scientific evidence. Yet together, these perspectives can provide a richer
appreciation of who we are today.
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