Why Is American Census Data Not Accurate, The Pandemic & The Truth
Al Response

If by “not accurate” you mean the Census does not perfectly reflect the actual population,
that is true. The important distinction is that the Census Bureau itself acknowledges
measurable undercounts, overcounts, imputation, and uncertainty. It does not mean that all
Census data are fabricated or unusable.

For the 2020 Census, several specific problems were documented by the Census Bureau
itself:

* Some people were missed. The Census undercounted several groups, including
Black or African American people, Hispanic or Latino people, American Indian and
Alaska Native people living on reservations, and people reporting Some Other Race.

(Census.gov)

* Some people were counted more than once or incorrectly included. The Bureau
estimated that 2.2% of people living in housing units were counted erroneously,
including approximately 1.6% who were duplicated. (Census.gov)

» Children were particularly difficult to count. Young children, especially ages 0—4,
have historically been undercounted. (Census.gov)

¢ Renters were undercounted more than homeowners. The 2020 Post Enumeration
Survey estimated a 1.48% undercount among renters, while homeowners had a 0.43%

overcount. (Census.gov)

+ Some demographic characteristics are statistically assigned rather than directly
reported. In 2020, when race, ethnicity, age, sex, or other information was missing, the
Census used previous Census responses and other administrative records to fill in
characteristics. (Census.gov)

» The pandemic created unusual collection problems. The 2020 Census was
conducted during COVID 19, although the Bureau concluded that the overall national
count was still statistically consistent with previous censuses. (Census.gov)

The really important part

The Census Bureau has an independent process specifically designed to determine how
wrong the Census was. It conducts a Post Enumeration Survey, in which it independently
surveys households and compares those results against Census records. It also conducts
Demographic Analysis, using birth, death, immigration, Medicare, and other records to
construct an independent population estimate. (Census.gov)

For 2020, the Post Enumeration Survey estimated a national net coverage error of —0.24%,
or approximately 782,000 people, although that estimate was not statistically different from
zero. That relatively small national error can nevertheless conceal substantially larger errors
within particular demographic groups. (Census.gov)
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And there is an important limitation: an undercount and an overcount can partially cancel
each other out. For example, if 5 million people are missed but 4 million people are counted
twice, the net error is only 1 million. Looking only at the final population number would
therefore make the Census appear more accurate than the underlying counting process
actually was.

So if you're investigating whether U.S. demographic projections, racial population
percentages, immigration estimates, or population growth figures are reliable, that's a
much more interesting question. Those numbers can have substantially more uncertainty than
simply looking at the headline Census population total.

Were activists involved in census?

Yes. Activists and advocacy organizations were involved in Census outreach,
particularly for the 2020 Census. But there is an important distinction: they were generally
involved in encouraging people to participate, not in actually entering or altering individual
Census responses.

The Census Bureau deliberately created a partnership structure that included
community organizations, nonprofits, faith groups, civil rights organizations,
businesses, schools, tribal organizations, and other groups. Its Complete Count
Committees were specifically designed to mobilize communities and increase participation.

For example, Census documentation says community organizations could:

» organize Census rallies and events

« conduct phone banks and social-media campaigns
 distribute informational materials

 visit households

» work with churches and community centers

+ target historically hard-to-count populations

* encourage particular communities to respond to the Census

There were also civil-rights and advocacy organizations involved. The Census Bureau's
own records identify organizations such as the National Coalition on Black Civic
Participation as Census partners.

Could this affect Census numbers?

It could affect who responds, and therefore the completeness of the count. That's
actually one of the purposes of the outreach program. The Bureau wanted organizations that
had influence within particular communities to persuade people to participate.

However, that's different from saying activists controlled the Census data. The Census
Bureau maintains that individual responses are processed under federal confidentiality
requirements, and published statistics are aggregated.



The more interesting question is whether targeted activist/community outreach could
produce demographic differences in participation. The answer is yes, potentially. If one
organization aggressively mobilizes a particular demographic while another population
has substantially lower participation, the resulting raw responses can have different
coverage rates. The Census Bureau itself studies these discrepancies through its coverage
measurement programs.

The Truth
The truth is Census data is not correct, and demographics have changed.

Whites are not the majority population in many areas where they are claimed to be. For
example, in one small suburb, the demographic is Black majority and White minority, yet the
data reflects a very different picture. In another, it is Hispanic majority and White minority.
Furthermore, the experience is plainly different for minority cultures, and this has implications
as far as grant funding and “cultural protections” go.

Also, a White majority does not necessarily mean anthropological White American or White
European. Often, “White” has included Hispanic, Middle Eastern, as well as other cultures,
including foreigners. Ultimately, as a result, viewing “White Americans” as the majority is
hurting actual White Americans, as for many White American races, they are not actually the
majority.

Currently, there are certain races who do hold the maijority within the White demographic;
however, they may be immigrants and not actually anthropological Americans.

From my research, anthropological White Americans actually make up a smaller minority of
the overall population, at less than 20 percent. Within this population are many races, not just
one. For example, Acadians are not even included in some Census data counts at all.
Sometimes they are, and currently they are a very small percentage of the overall population.

According to ChatGPT, “The 0.3% figure from 1990 is the clearest historical national figure
for the combined Acadian/Cajun category, but it should not be treated as the current
percentage of Americans with Acadian ancestry.”

Acadians have no protections and are hardly recognized within American culture, and
unfortunately, this is much due to history erasure. This has all been a lot to process. As a
White Acadian American, | do have fears of race extinction, and | do feel that we have
endured a culture of severe mass targeting, prejudice and racism.



