
Meta Tag Covert Messages

Stay Aware. Stay In Clear.

Criminals sometimes try to hide messages in places that most people never look. One of 
those places can be the meta tags of a webpage. Meta tags sit in the header area of a site 
and are usually used for search engines or social platforms. They do not appear on the visible 
page.

Here is a safe, high-level explanation of how misuse can happen without providing 
operational steps.

How this works in theory

Meta tags can hold short pieces of text. A legitimate website uses them for things like page 
descriptions or keywords. A bad actor could place hidden text there that looks normal to 
anyone skimming the code. Another person who knows what to look for could check the same 
page and read the disguised text.

Sometimes this is done by:

• Placing coded phrasing inside a harmless-looking description
• Using unusual keyword lists that carry meaning only to a specific group
• Embedding a reference number or identifier that has meaning outside the site

Why this can be detected

Security teams and forensic investigators often scan the code of suspicious sites. Anything 
that looks out of place, unnecessary, or unusually long can raise flags. Logs, hosting records, 
and other digital traces usually uncover this kind of activity.


