
Underground Crimean Tatar Group [Outline]
Article Below
Blamesovjf+ War

Key People & Groups
• Mustafa Dzhemilev

A long-time leader of the Crimean Tatar rights movement and survivor of Soviet-era 
repression.

• Atesh
A reported underground resistance group operating in Russian-controlled areas.

• Refat Chubarov
Political leader representing Crimean Tatars.

• Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar People
The main political body advocating for Crimean Tatar rights.

 Location & Context🧭
• Crimea

Annexed by Russia in 2014 from Ukraine.

• It is strategically important due to military positioning and access to the Black Sea.

 Core Claims in the Article�⚔️

1. Underground Resistance

• The Atesh group is described as:

• Conducting sabotage (equipment damage, attacks on checkpoints)

• Sharing intelligence with Ukraine

• Encouraging Russian soldiers to undermine their own units

• These claims are difficult to independently verify due to wartime conditions.

2. Role of Crimean Tatars

• Indigenous population of Crimea

• About 13% of the population



• According to the article:

• Disproportionately targeted in arrests and repression

• Central to resistance efforts

 Historical Background�🕰️
• Deportation of the Crimean Tatars

Entire population deported under Joseph Stalin.

• Earlier roots:

• Golden Horde

• Crimean Khanate

• Annexation of Crimea by Russia
Triggered the current geopolitical conflict.

 Current Situation🔥
• Reported readiness of:

• ~1,000+ fighters if Ukrainian forces advance

• Broader underground support networks

• Ukrainian officials like Mykhailo Podolyak:

• View Crimean Tatars as important to future efforts

 Strategic Risks�
• Concern among Western countries:

• Retaking Crimea could escalate the war

• Potential extreme responses from Vladimir Putin

 Bottom Line🧠
The article presents:

1. A claimed underground insurgency inside Crimea

2. A historically rooted Indigenous resistance movement

3. A highly sensitive geopolitical situation with global consequences



 Important Note�⚖️
This is a journalistic narrative based on interviews and claims, not fully independently 
verified intelligence.
Wartime reporting often includes:

• First-hand accounts

• Strategic messaging

• Limited confirmation

Source: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/jul/17/the-underground-crimean-tatar-group-
taking-up-arms-against-russia

Historical Context: Russo-Turkish Wars, Slavery In Ottoman
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