
Slavery Wars, Mysterious Underworld

Russian-Speaking Organized Crime, Its Global Partners, 
and the Systems That Enable Trafficking and Forced 
Labor
Russian-speaking organized crime operates as a fluid and adaptive ecosystem, one that 
extends across continents, criminal markets, and legitimate institutions. Rather than 
functioning as a single hierarchy, it forms a constellation of networks that cooperate, compete, 
and overlap when mutually beneficial. This structure allows these groups to embed 
themselves in global commerce, political systems, and illicit markets, while also shaping 
conditions that support trafficking, forced labor, and other forms of modern slavery.

Global Partners and Collaborative Networks

Italian Organized Crime

Russian-speaking groups maintain long-documented ties with several Italian mafia 
organizations, including the ’Ndrangheta, the Camorra, and Cosa Nostra. These partnerships 
commonly involve money laundering, drug trafficking routes into Europe, and logistical 
frameworks that move illicit commodities through ports, real estate, and cross-border finance. 
The relationship is largely transactional, built on overlapping interests rather than shared 
identity.

Balkan Criminal Groups

Stable relationships with Albanian, Serbian, and Bulgarian networks have existed for 
decades. These connections often revolve around heroin trafficking from Turkey into Europe, 
arms smuggling, and broader black-market logistics. Balkan groups provide access to 
traditional smuggling corridors, while Russian-speaking networks offer financial services, 
distribution channels, and protection structures.

Caucasus Networks

Georgian thieves-in-law (vory v zakone) and Chechen groups represent parallel criminal 
traditions that sometimes collaborate and sometimes compete. These relationships tend to be 
situational and territorial. While their cultures and structures differ, their close geographic and 
social ties lead to frequent operational overlap in extortion, protection, and regional trafficking.

Israeli Organized Crime

Due to large waves of post-Soviet migration, shared language, and diasporic ties, Israeli-
Russian criminal collaborations are widespread. These networks are frequently associated 



with financial crimes, cyber-enabled fraud, gambling operations, and money-laundering 
structures built across Israel, Cyprus, and Europe. Their operations resemble hybrid criminal-
corporate enterprises, often hidden within otherwise legitimate financial activity.

Relevant Sources Mentioned
• https://www.jtrails.org.uk/trails/miscellaneous/articles/c-241/the-white-slave-trade-and-  

the-rothschilds-fallen-women/ 
• https://www.eventer.co.il/events/zoozoo   
• https://www.messynessychic.com/2013/08/27/a-surrealist-parisian-dinner-party-chez-  

madame-rothschild-1972/ 
• https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2023-10-16/hells-angels-disposed-of-bodies-  

at-fresno-funeral-home-feds-say 

Asian Organized Crime
While not constant collaborators, public cases demonstrate occasional partnerships with 
groups such as the Chinese Triads and the Japanese Yakuza. These ties are typically short-
term and based on specific needs: counterfeit goods routes, financial fronts, or specialized 
laundering services.

Latin American Cartels
There is extensive evidence of cooperation with the Sinaloa Cartel and Colombian suppliers, 
especially in cocaine trafficking. These interactions support distribution into Europe and 
Russia. Russian-speaking groups often serve as buyers, brokers, or logistics coordinators.

Western European Criminal Networks
Cooperation in Spain, Germany, the Netherlands, and the United Kingdom is driven by 
opportunities in real estate laundering, fraud, cybercrime, and drug logistics. In these 
countries, Russian-speaking groups often embed themselves into expatriate communities and 
legitimate business circles.

Local Gangs in the U.S., Canada, and Australia
Partnerships also form with outlaw motorcycle clubs such as the Hells Angels and the 
Bandidos, Italian-American families, Armenian Power in Los Angeles, and various Eastern 
European diaspora gangs.
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How These Networks Exploit the Legal Economy

Front Companies and Shell Firms

These entities appear in real estate, logistics, construction, hospitality, and import-export 
sectors. Their purpose is to launder proceeds and obscure ownership structures.

Professional Enablers

Accountants, lawyers, incorporators, and trust-service providers help construct financial 
layers and cross-border flows. FATF and global watchdogs repeatedly identify these roles as 
critical to laundering systems.

Legitimate Trade and Transport

Global supply chains are exploited to move contraband and trafficked individuals. Legal cargo 
systems provide cover for illicit logistics.

Interactions with Politicians and Government Officials

Corruption and Bribery

Organized crime influences officials through bribery, illicit permits, procurement manipulation, 
and selective enforcement.

Institutional Co-optation

In some cases, agencies are infiltrated or compromised, allowing investigations to stall or 
disappear.

Connections to Underground Markets
Russian-speaking groups interact with mafias, cartels, cybercrime syndicates, and darknet 
operators based on opportunity and necessity. Diaspora networks also enable movement of 
money and people across borders.

How These Systems Enable Trafficking and Modern 
Slavery

Fraudulent Recruitment

Victims are lured through false job offers and arrive indebted, with documents confiscated and 
wages withheld.



Control and Coercion

Exploitation occurs in agriculture, construction, domestic labor, fishing, and manufacturing 
sectors.

Financial Integration

Illicit profits are laundered through corporate structures and reinvested into recruitment and 
transport systems.

Weak Protections and State Complicity

Institutional failures and weak enforcement allow trafficking systems to persist.

Measures That Help Disrupt These Networks
• Transparent corporate ownership registries 
• Strong AML and financial monitoring systems 
• Targeting professional enablers 
• Victim-centered anti-trafficking enforcement 
• Cross-border law enforcement cooperation 
• Coordinated sanctions and financial disruption
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