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FBI Investigating Newark Beth Israel’s Transplant Program for Possible Fraud

The bureau is looking at whether the hospital may have defrauded Medicare and Medicaid as it kept a vegetative patient on life support
for the sake of its metrics.

g by Caroline Chen

November 29, 2019, 5:00 am

ProPublica is a nonprofit newsroom that investigates abuses of power. Sign up to receive our biggest stories as soon as they’re
published.

This story was co-published with NJ Advance Media.

The FBI is investigating the organ transplant program at Newark Beth Israel Medical Center, according to people contacted by the
bureau.

The bureau is looking into whether the program, which kept a vegetative patient on life support for the sake of boosting its survival

rate, attempted to defraud federal insurers Medicare and Medicaid, said one person familiar with the situation, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity. FBI spokeswoman Patty Hartman said that the agency could neither confirm nor deny the existence of an
investigation.
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A photo of Darryl Young just before his heart-transplant surgery at Newark Beth Israel hospital in 2018. DEMETRIUS FREEMAN FOR PROPUBLICA

Andrea Young, the sister of the Newark Beth Israel patient at the center of the case, said that the bureau is seeking to interview her.
ProPublica reported in October that Newark Beth Israel’s transplant director, Dr. Mark Zucker, instructed his staff to keep Darryl

X
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interviewed her. Also investigating are the U.S. Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services and the New Jersey Department of
Health.

Linda Kamateh, a spokeswoman for the hospital, did not respond to questions about the FBI or state board probes. “Newark Beth
Israel Medical Center is fully cooperating with all regulatory agencies and investigative bodies,” she said in an email. The hospital
“bills the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services in accordance with approved billing guidelines,” she added. Newark Beth
Israel has hired a private law firm and a consultant to conduct an internal review of its transplant program, and it has placed
Zucker on leave.
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Newark Beth Israel’s heart transplant program is one of the top 20 in the country by volume, and it has performed 1,096 heart
transplants over the past three decades, according to the hospital. It also has a lung transplant program.

The hospital typically only bills insurers when the patient is released. Young was discharged twice and moved to long-term care
facilities, but he returned to the hospital in early 2019 after developing infections. Even if Newark Beth Israel hasn’t yet billed the
government insurance programs for Young’s care, the FBI could be considering a number of potential criminal charges related to
defrauding Medicare and Medicaid, said Michael Elliott, a defense lawyer in Dallas who was previously the lead attorney for the
federal government’s Medicare Fraud Strike Force in North Texas.

ProPublica reported that the transplant team appeared to tailor medical decisions for at least three other patients because of
concerns about its survival rate. The FBI is likely looking for other instances similar to the Young scenario in which federal
insurance was already billed, Elliott said, adding that the investigation could take months or even years.

“If medical records were being falsified to keep him on a service, each false statement is a criminal charge,” Elliott said. Audio
recordings published by ProPublica, in which doctors discussed the need to keep Young alive for the sake of survival statistics,
could be evidence of “some kind of conspiracy to commit health care fraud, because they would be charging Medicare for his care,
and there appears to be some agreement among the people who are taped,” he said.
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“It’s Very Unethical”: Audio Shows Hospital Kept Vegetative Patient on Life Support to Boost Survival Rates

ProPublica’s investigation found that Newark Beth Israel’s transplant team was worried about the possibility of being disciplined
by CMS, after six out of 38 patients who received heart transplants in 2018 died before their one-year anniversary. That translated
into an 84.2% one-year survival rate, considerably worse than the 91.5% national probability of surviving a year for heart
transplant patients, according to the Scientific Registry of Transplant Recipients, which tracks and analyzes outcomes for the
government.

The transplant program has touted a higher success rate. In a July 29 letter to New Jersey cardiologists, Zucker and Dr. Margarita
Camacho, a heart surgeon, wrote, “Outcomes remain excellent at 98% survival rate for the past 48 transplants.”

In an email, Kamateh said the rate was based on transplants from May 2018 to May 2019. She did not respond to questions about
how the 98% rate was calculated and how long patients had to live after their operation to qualify as survivors. The rate does not
match up with any official statistics.

@ Caroline Chen X

Caroline Chen was a national reporter for ProPublica covering health care.

Independent Journalism You Can
Tl'uSt you@example.com

No corporate owners, no paywall, no bullsh*t — just deeply
researched reporting in a free newsletter more than 600,000
subscribers rely on.

Get the Newsletter

4 of 7 8/20/2026, 9:08 AM


https://www.propublica.org/topics/health-care
https://www.propublica.org/topics/health-care
https://www.propublica.org/article/audio-shows-hospital-kept-vegetative-patient-on-life-support-to-boost-survival-rates
https://www.propublica.org/article/audio-shows-hospital-kept-vegetative-patient-on-life-support-to-boost-survival-rates
https://www.propublica.org/article/audio-shows-hospital-kept-vegetative-patient-on-life-support-to-boost-survival-rates
https://www.propublica.org/article/audio-shows-hospital-kept-vegetative-patient-on-life-support-to-boost-survival-rates
https://www.propublica.org/article/audio-shows-hospital-kept-vegetative-patient-on-life-support-to-boost-survival-rates
https://www.propublica.org/article/audio-shows-hospital-kept-vegetative-patient-on-life-support-to-boost-survival-rates
https://www.propublica.org/people/caroline-chen
https://www.propublica.org/people/caroline-chen
https://x.com/CarolineYLChen
https://www.propublica.org/people/caroline-chen
https://www.propublica.org/people/caroline-chen
https://x.com/CarolineYLChen
https://x.com/CarolineYLChen
https://x.com/CarolineYLChen
https://www.propublica.org/
https://www.propublica.org/
https://www.propublica.org/
https://give.propublica.org/campaign/748664/donate?c_src=UpRed
https://give.propublica.org/campaign/748664/donate?c_src=UpRed
https://give.propublica.org/campaign/748664/donate?c_src=UpRed

FBI Investigating Newark Beth Israel’s Transplant Program for Possible...

50f7

PROPUBLICA

mem the data of American citizens. |

1831 py ONIgyo 34 yo4 3181 "
0 . .
LS

https://www.propublica.org/article/fbi-investigating-newark-beth-israels...

Donate

Senators Criticize Trump House Democrats Demand Answers Ani
Administration’s Demands to Access From Trump’s VA on Vets Struggling to Tre
Health Data as a Condition for Lifesaving Access Mental Healthcare Fra

Aid

Most Read

1 The $1 Trillion Black Box

This Coach Is Banned From Working With
Kids. Why Is He Still Coaching?

Disabled Adults Who Live With Their Families

Fiasco in the Factory: Taxpayers Funded a
$533 Million Artillery Plant That Made
Nothing

The Trump Administration Aims to Penalize 8

b 9 N

5 Senators Criticize Trump Administration’s
Demands to Access Health Data as a Condition
for Lifesaving Aid

04 - AW LA A““-

Independent Journalism You Can
Trust

No corporate owners, no paywall, no bullsh*t — just deeply
researched reporting in a free newsletter more than 600,000
subscribers rely on.

Wall Street Wants to Change the Rules for Your
401(k). It Could Put Your Retirement at Risk.

Inside Trump’s Failed Hunt for Noncitizen
Voters

Measles Used to Be in Our Rearview Mirror.
Now Cases Are Reaching Record Highs.

At “Quasi-Public” Private Schools, 100% of
Students Get Tuition Vouchers. There’s
Almost No Accountability.

you@example.com

Get the Newsletter

8/20/2026, 9:08 AM


https://www.propublica.org/topics/health-care
https://www.propublica.org/topics/health-care
https://www.propublica.org/article/senators-letter-health-data-africa-humanitarian-aid
https://www.propublica.org/article/senators-letter-health-data-africa-humanitarian-aid
https://www.propublica.org/article/senators-letter-health-data-africa-humanitarian-aid
https://www.propublica.org/article/senators-letter-health-data-africa-humanitarian-aid
https://www.propublica.org/article/senators-letter-health-data-africa-humanitarian-aid
https://www.propublica.org/article/senators-letter-health-data-africa-humanitarian-aid
https://www.propublica.org/article/senators-letter-health-data-africa-humanitarian-aid
https://www.propublica.org/article/senators-letter-health-data-africa-humanitarian-aid
https://www.propublica.org/article/senators-letter-health-data-africa-humanitarian-aid
https://www.propublica.org/article/senators-letter-health-data-africa-humanitarian-aid
https://www.propublica.org/article/democrats-veterans-affairs-doug-collins-letter-mental-health
https://www.propublica.org/article/democrats-veterans-affairs-doug-collins-letter-mental-health
https://www.propublica.org/article/democrats-veterans-affairs-doug-collins-letter-mental-health
https://www.propublica.org/article/democrats-veterans-affairs-doug-collins-letter-mental-health
https://www.propublica.org/article/democrats-veterans-affairs-doug-collins-letter-mental-health
https://www.propublica.org/article/democrats-veterans-affairs-doug-collins-letter-mental-health
https://www.propublica.org/article/democrats-veterans-affairs-doug-collins-letter-mental-health
https://www.propublica.org/article/democrats-veterans-affairs-doug-collins-letter-mental-health
https://www.propublica.org/article/andy-beshear-kentucky-opioid-drug-crisis-medicaid-spending-fraud
https://www.propublica.org/article/andy-beshear-kentucky-opioid-drug-crisis-medicaid-spending-fraud
https://www.propublica.org/article/andy-beshear-kentucky-opioid-drug-crisis-medicaid-spending-fraud
https://www.propublica.org/article/andy-beshear-kentucky-opioid-drug-crisis-medicaid-spending-fraud
https://www.propublica.org/article/andy-beshear-kentucky-opioid-drug-crisis-medicaid-spending-fraud
https://www.propublica.org/article/andy-beshear-kentucky-opioid-drug-crisis-medicaid-spending-fraud
https://www.propublica.org/article/andy-beshear-kentucky-opioid-drug-crisis-medicaid-spending-fraud
https://www.propublica.org/article/andy-beshear-kentucky-opioid-drug-crisis-medicaid-spending-fraud
https://www.propublica.org/article/military-defense-spending-budget-series
https://www.propublica.org/article/military-defense-spending-budget-series
https://www.propublica.org/article/ryan-richardson-pharr-texas-usa-volleyball-safesport-abuse-teens
https://www.propublica.org/article/ryan-richardson-pharr-texas-usa-volleyball-safesport-abuse-teens
https://www.propublica.org/article/ryan-richardson-pharr-texas-usa-volleyball-safesport-abuse-teens
https://www.propublica.org/article/trump-social-security-ssi-disability-benefits-cuts-parents-children
https://www.propublica.org/article/trump-social-security-ssi-disability-benefits-cuts-parents-children
https://www.propublica.org/article/trump-social-security-ssi-disability-benefits-cuts-parents-children
https://www.propublica.org/article/general-dynamics-artillery-factory-failed
https://www.propublica.org/article/general-dynamics-artillery-factory-failed
https://www.propublica.org/article/general-dynamics-artillery-factory-failed
https://www.propublica.org/article/general-dynamics-artillery-factory-failed
https://www.propublica.org/article/senators-letter-health-data-africa-humanitarian-aid
https://www.propublica.org/article/senators-letter-health-data-africa-humanitarian-aid
https://www.propublica.org/article/senators-letter-health-data-africa-humanitarian-aid
https://www.propublica.org/article/senators-letter-health-data-africa-humanitarian-aid
https://www.propublica.org/article/401k-retirement-investment-plan-risk-trump
https://www.propublica.org/article/401k-retirement-investment-plan-risk-trump
https://www.propublica.org/article/401k-retirement-investment-plan-risk-trump
https://www.propublica.org/article/noncitizen-voting-trump-homeland-security-investigations
https://www.propublica.org/article/noncitizen-voting-trump-homeland-security-investigations
https://www.propublica.org/article/noncitizen-voting-trump-homeland-security-investigations
https://www.propublica.org/article/measles-cases-vaccines
https://www.propublica.org/article/measles-cases-vaccines
https://www.propublica.org/article/measles-cases-vaccines
https://www.propublica.org/article/private-schools-vouchers-wisconsin-atlas-preparatory
https://www.propublica.org/article/private-schools-vouchers-wisconsin-atlas-preparatory
https://www.propublica.org/article/private-schools-vouchers-wisconsin-atlas-preparatory
https://www.propublica.org/article/private-schools-vouchers-wisconsin-atlas-preparatory
https://www.propublica.org/
https://www.propublica.org/
https://www.propublica.org/
https://give.propublica.org/campaign/748664/donate?c_src=UpRed
https://give.propublica.org/campaign/748664/donate?c_src=UpRed
https://give.propublica.org/campaign/748664/donate?c_src=UpRed

FBI Investigating Newark Beth Israel’s Transplant Program for Possible...

6 of 7

PROPUBLICA

JUul 1111111

https://www.propublica.org/article/fbi-investigating-newark-beth-israels...

Donate

As a nonprofit newsroom, we rely on donations from individuals like you to fuel our work. Your support today will directly fund investigations that
shine a light on urgent issues: corporations prioritizing profits over public safety, health insurers denying coverage to patients, unintended
consequences of new laws and more.

Donate More Ways to Give
Go behind the scenes of ProPublica’s biggest investigations.
CYour email address >
Get our weekly newsletter
INFO ®
COVERAGE @
LOCAL ®
CONTACT @
SUPPORT US ®
INFO COVERAGE LOCAL CONTACT SUPPORT US
About Abortion Midwest General Inquiries Donate
Impact Civil Rights Northwest Send Us aTip More Ways To Give
Leadership Courts South Corrections
Staff Criminal Justice Southwest Freelance Pitches
Partners Debt Texas Media Inquiries
Awards See All Local Reporting
Events Network
Jobs
Fellowships
X

Independent Journalism You Can

Trust

No corporate owners, no paywall, no bullsh*t — just deeply
researched reporting in a free newsletter more than 600,000

subscribers rely on.

you@example.com

Get the Newsletter

8/20/2026, 9:08 AM


https://give.propublica.org/campaign/748664/donate?c_src=site-footer
https://give.propublica.org/campaign/748664/donate?c_src=site-footer
https://www.propublica.org/support/other-ways-to-give
https://www.propublica.org/support/other-ways-to-give
https://www.propublica.org/about
https://www.propublica.org/about
https://www.propublica.org/impact
https://www.propublica.org/impact
https://www.propublica.org/leadership
https://www.propublica.org/leadership
https://www.propublica.org/staff
https://www.propublica.org/staff
https://www.propublica.org/partners
https://www.propublica.org/partners
https://www.propublica.org/awards
https://www.propublica.org/awards
https://www.propublica.org/events
https://www.propublica.org/events
https://www.propublica.org/jobs
https://www.propublica.org/jobs
https://www.propublica.org/fellowships
https://www.propublica.org/fellowships
https://www.propublica.org/topics/abortion
https://www.propublica.org/topics/abortion
https://www.propublica.org/topics/civil-rights
https://www.propublica.org/topics/civil-rights
https://www.propublica.org/topics/courts
https://www.propublica.org/topics/courts
https://www.propublica.org/topics/criminal-justice
https://www.propublica.org/topics/criminal-justice
https://www.propublica.org/topics/debt
https://www.propublica.org/topics/debt
https://www.propublica.org/topics
https://www.propublica.org/topics
https://www.propublica.org/midwest
https://www.propublica.org/midwest
https://www.propublica.org/northwest
https://www.propublica.org/northwest
https://www.propublica.org/south
https://www.propublica.org/south
https://www.propublica.org/southwest
https://www.propublica.org/southwest
https://www.propublica.org/texas
https://www.propublica.org/texas
https://www.propublica.org/local-reporting-network
https://www.propublica.org/local-reporting-network
https://www.propublica.org/local-reporting-network
https://www.propublica.org/local-reporting-network
https://www.propublica.org/contact
https://www.propublica.org/contact
https://www.propublica.org/tips
https://www.propublica.org/tips
https://www.propublica.org/corrections
https://www.propublica.org/corrections
https://www.propublica.org/freelance-pitches
https://www.propublica.org/freelance-pitches
https://www.propublica.org/media-center
https://www.propublica.org/media-center
https://give.propublica.org/campaign/748664/donate?c_src=site-footer
https://give.propublica.org/campaign/748664/donate?c_src=site-footer
https://www.propublica.org/support/other-ways-to-give
https://www.propublica.org/support/other-ways-to-give
https://www.propublica.org/
https://www.propublica.org/
https://www.propublica.org/
https://www.propublica.org/
https://www.propublica.org/
https://www.propublica.org/
https://give.propublica.org/campaign/748664/donate?c_src=UpRed
https://give.propublica.org/campaign/748664/donate?c_src=UpRed
https://give.propublica.org/campaign/748664/donate?c_src=UpRed

FBI Investigating Newark Beth Israel’s Transplant Program for Possible... https://www.propublica.org/article/fbi-investigating-newark-beth-israels...

PROPUBLICA Donate

Code of Ethics Republishing Privacy Policy  Advertising Policy  Gift Acceptance

Independent Journalism You Can
Tl‘ust you@example.com

No corporate owners, no paywall, no bullsh*t — just deeply
researched reporting in a free newsletter more than 600,000
subscribers rely on.

Get the Newsletter

7 of 7 8/20/2026, 9:08 AM


https://www.propublica.org/code-of-ethics
https://www.propublica.org/code-of-ethics
https://www.propublica.org/steal-our-stories
https://www.propublica.org/steal-our-stories
https://www.propublica.org/legal
https://www.propublica.org/legal
https://www.propublica.org/advertising
https://www.propublica.org/advertising
https://www.propublica.org/gift-acceptance-practices
https://www.propublica.org/gift-acceptance-practices
https://www.propublica.org/
https://www.propublica.org/
https://www.propublica.org/
https://give.propublica.org/campaign/748664/donate?c_src=UpRed
https://give.propublica.org/campaign/748664/donate?c_src=UpRed
https://give.propublica.org/campaign/748664/donate?c_src=UpRed

