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These terms describe different peoples, historical developments, legal concepts, political 
positions, and patterns of settlement. They are not interchangeable because each has its own
historical, cultural, legal, or political meaning. Understanding these distinctions helps create 
clearer discussions about history, identity, immigration, and public policy.

Indigenous Peoples
The original peoples of a land whose histories, cultures, languages, and communities existed 
long before European settlement and the formation of modern nation states. Indigenous 
peoples maintain distinct identities that continue to the present day.

Acadians (Early Settler Society)
A distinct early settler society that developed in Acadia beginning in the early 1400s-1500s. 
Acadian identity emerged through French settlement and longstanding relationships with the 
Mi'kmaq, creating a unique people with their own language, customs, traditions, and culture. 
Although Acadia began as a French settlement, the Acadians gradually developed into a 
people separate from France, placing greater importance on their own communities, 
neutrality, local autonomy, and shared Acadian identity than on the interests of competing 
colonial empires.

Historical Colonials
Individuals or populations who established, governed, or expanded colonies on behalf of a 
colonial power. The defining characteristic of colonial societies was their relationship to an 
imperial government and the expansion or administration of colonial territory. While some 
colonial settlements later developed their own identities, the term "colonial" primarily refers to 
participation in a colonial system of governance.

Immigrants
Individuals who move from one country to another with the intention of living there 
permanently or for an extended period. Immigration has occurred throughout history for 
reasons including family reunification, employment, education, religious freedom, 
humanitarian protection, and economic opportunity. Immigration may occur through a variety 
of legal pathways depending on the laws of the receiving nation.



Modern Immigrants
Individuals who immigrate under contemporary immigration systems and policies. Modern 
immigration reflects today's legal foundations, international agreements, labor markets, 
refugee programs, humanitarian protections, and national immigration laws.

Mass Migration
The movement of a large number of people into or out of a region over a relatively short 
period of time. The term describes the scale of migration rather than the legal status, 
nationality, or motivations of those involved.

Proponents of Mass Migration
Individuals, organizations, advocacy groups, or policymakers who support policies that 
encourage or expand higher levels of migration or immigration. Their reasons may include 
humanitarian concerns, labor needs, economic development, demographic changes, 
international cooperation, or political philosophy.

Political Negligence
A criticism that elected officials or government institutions failed to adequately carry out their 
responsibilities, resulting in preventable harm, ineffective governance, or inadequate public 
administration. Whether political negligence has occurred depends upon the specific facts, 
applicable law, and public evaluation.

Globalists
A political term generally used to describe individuals who support larger international 
movement, multinational institutions, global trade, and increased political or economic 
integration among nations. Because the term is used in different ways by different speakers, it
is helpful to define its intended meaning within any discussion.

Modern Colonialism
A term commonly used to describe contemporary forms of political, economic, cultural, or 
demographic influence that resemble aspects of historical colonialism. The concept is applied 
differently by historians, political scientists, and commentators depending on the 
circumstances being discussed.

Invasion
Historically and legally, an invasion generally refers to the entry of an armed military force into
another nation's territory through the use or threat of force. In political and policy discussions, 



some speakers also use the term to describe rapid population movements, large scale 
unauthorized border crossings, or the establishment of organized groups operating within 
another country's territory. Others reserve the term exclusively for military conflict. Because 
the word has both legal and rhetorical uses, the intended definition should be clearly identified
within any discussion.

Public Awareness Poll
Many of these terms have distinct historical, cultural, legal, and political meanings. They are 
often used interchangeably in everyday conversation even though they describe different 
concepts.

Before reading these definitions, how familiar were you with the 
differences between these terms?

 I understood the differences between nearly all of them.☐

 I understood some of them but not all.☐

 I had heard the terms but did not know their distinct meanings.☐

 This is the first time I have considered how these terms differ.☐

Do you think schools and public education should spend more time 
teaching the historical, legal, and cultural distinctions between these 
terms?

 Yes☐

 No☐

 Unsure☐

Do you believe most Americans are familiar with these distinctions?

 Yes☐

 No☐

 Unsure☐

Do you believe many immigrants are familiar with these distinctions 
before arriving in the United States?

 Yes☐

 No☐

 Unsure☐



Which category do you think is most commonly misunderstood?

 Indigenous Peoples☐

 Acadians (Early Settler Society)☐

 Historical Colonials☐

 Immigrants☐

 Modern Immigrants☐

 Mass Migration☐

 Proponents of Mass Migration☐

 Political Negligence☐

 Globalists☐

 Modern Colonialism☐

 Invasion☐


