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Abstract

The COVID-19 pandemic revealed structural vulnerabilities in global systems, echoing 
patterns from historical conflicts while amplifying preexisting inequalities and exploitation 
networks. This paper examines parallels between World War II and hypothetical World War III 
dynamics, the pandemic’s role in religious meaning-making and manipulation, the disruption 
of healers and complementary practitioners, the persistence of underground economies, 
corporate profiteering, labor inequities, mass migrations, foreign invasions, and technological 
amplification through AI. Palestine and Israel serve as a case study for layered crises. The 
analysis highlights ethical and policy imperatives for resilience, equity, and human dignity.

1. Introduction

The pandemic was more than a public health crisis; it was a multi-layered shock that 
reshaped economies, social structures, spiritual life, and technological use. Like totalizing 
wars of the twentieth century, COVID-19 exposed systemic fragilities and accelerated 
patterns of inequality while creating openings for both ethical innovation and exploitation. By 
examining historical parallels, religious and technological dynamics, labor and migration 
issues, and the effects on vulnerable populations, this paper explores the pandemic as a 
prism for understanding global power, morality, and resilience.

2. From World War II to Hypothetical World War III: Parallels and Pandemic Insights

World War II was characterized by total mobilization, mass industrial conversion, overt 
alliances, and civilian sacrifice. These patterns provide a baseline for examining potential 
future conflicts. A hypothetical World War III would likely differ in scale, tempo, and medium: 
technology, cyber warfare, AI-driven decision-making, and economic disruption would 
dominate. The pandemic served as a rehearsal for these dynamics by revealing 
vulnerabilities in supply chains, accelerating technological dependence, and stressing 
institutional resilience (Brookings Institution, 2022; Oxfam, 2020).

3. Religion and Meaning-Making During Global Crises

Religious communities provided crucial social support, grief counseling, and ritual continuity. 
Simultaneously, pandemic conditions created opportunities for manipulative or coercive 



narratives. Apocalyptic framing, purity rhetoric, and online amplification of messages 
exemplified how crises can be leveraged to increase influence or exploit fear. Ethical religious 
engagement during crises relies on transparency, alignment with public health, and trauma-
informed pastoral care (UNODC, 2020). – How did this play out in America? Who? What? 
When? Where? How? How did this play out in politics? Activism spheres? Names? 
Corporations? ← We wrestled with the investigation, empirical research analysis and we 
concluded: 

4. Disruption of Healers and Complementary Practitioners

Hands-on professions, including massage therapists, Reiki healers, and other complementary 
practitioners, experienced profound disruptions. Lockdowns, risk of contagion, and sudden 
shifts to online or hybrid education undermined professional identity and livelihoods. While 
some practitioners adapted through telehealth or coaching, many faced economic precarity 
and exit from the field (JPMorgan Chase Institute, 2025; NBER, 2020).

5. Underground Economies and Exploitation of Women

Economic dislocation created vulnerabilities exploited by underground networks. Human 
trafficking, forced labor, and sexual exploitation persisted and, in some cases, intensified 
during the pandemic. Women and children were disproportionately affected, highlighting 
intersectional risks. Reduced law enforcement, social isolation, and digital anonymity created 
conditions for coercive networks to thrive (Polaris Project, 2023; Reuters, 2024).

6. Corporate Profit, Inequality, and Systemic Asymmetries

The pandemic magnified economic asymmetries. Large corporations, pharmaceutical firms, 
and tech platforms profited significantly, while small businesses and vulnerable communities 
suffered disproportionately. According to Oxfam (2020), 25 major U.S. companies accrued 
$85 billion in excess profits, benefiting primarily the wealthiest 5% of Americans. These 
patterns illustrate how crises can exacerbate preexisting social and economic inequities.

6a. Mass Migrations, Labor Disruption, and Systemic Inequality

The pandemic intensified labor disruptions, revealing deep fractures in U.S. labor markets 
and immigration systems. Millions of American workers faced unemployment, furloughs, and 
wage reductions, often compounded by systemic discrimination in hiring, promotion, and 
access to benefits. Minority and marginalized workers disproportionately experienced job loss 



and limited access to health and unemployment protections (NBER, 2020; Brookings 
Institution, 2022).

Foreign and migrant laborers were heavily exploited. Seasonal farm workers, warehouse 
employees, and service sector migrants often faced unsafe working conditions, limited legal 
protection, and exposure to COVID-19 without adequate PPE or healthcare. Their essential 
labor sustained food systems, supply chains, and logistics, but it was undervalued and 
undercompensated (UNODC, 2020).

The intersection of mass migrations, both internal and international, with labor precarity 
created additional vulnerabilities. Urban centers, migrant communities, and border regions 
experienced higher rates of infection, social strain, and economic disruption. Corruption and 
institutional failure compounded the crisis. Reports documented mismanagement of relief 
funds, uneven enforcement of public health measures, and political interference that left 
vulnerable populations without support. The compounded effects of the pandemic left many 
exposed, vulnerable, and grieving lives lost—paralleling aspects of World War II’s totalizing 
disruption.

6b. Foreign Invasion, Weaponized Migration, and the Human Cost

Recent years have witnessed multiple instances of foreign aggression, territorial incursions, 
and proxy conflicts. Mass migrations have increasingly been weaponized as a strategic tool, 
destabilizing host regions and amplifying political pressure. Refugees and internally displaced 
persons face unsafe conditions, precarious employment, and limited access to healthcare, 
while host communities contend with resource constraints and political tension.

Recognizing the humanity of all affected—victims, displaced persons, and those caught in 
aggressive or coercive systems—is essential. Crises magnify inequalities and suffering but 
also reveal the capacity for resilience, solidarity, and moral reflection. Ethical responses 
require integrating protection, equity, and recognition of shared humanity across health, 
economic, and security domains.

7. AI and Technological Amplification

AI and digital tools accelerated both protective and harmful dynamics. On one hand, AI 
facilitated diagnostics, logistics modeling, and policy simulation. On the other, algorithmic 
amplification spread misinformation, enabled manipulative targeting, and accelerated social 
fracture. Expert consensus emphasizes human oversight, ethical guardrails, and regulation of 
sensitive AI capabilities to prevent dual-use harms (Brookings Institution, 2022; UNODC, 
2020).



8. Palestine and Israel: Layered Crisis Case Study

The Israeli-Palestinian context illustrates how health crises, political conflict, and economic 
vulnerability interact. Longstanding disputes, compounded by pandemic-related stress, 
worsened access to healthcare, food security, and social services. Chronic vulnerability 
increased susceptibility to coercive networks, highlighting the interplay of systemic fragility, 
conflict, and exploitation (Reuters, 2024).

9. Ethical and Policy Implications

• Social Protection: Strengthen economic safety nets to prevent exploitative 
dependence.

• Support for Healers: Provide pathways for professional continuity, trauma-informed 
training, and financial relief.

• Public Health Integration: Partner with religious and community organizations to 
disseminate accurate information.

• AI Governance: Maintain human oversight, tiered access, and accountability for 
sensitive tools.

• Protection of Vulnerable Populations: Ensure survivor-centered services, legal 
protection, and digital literacy initiatives.

• Address Corruption: Implement transparent oversight mechanisms for relief funds, 
labor protections, and institutional accountability.

10. Conclusion

The COVID-19 pandemic, combined with labor inequities, corporate profiteering, underground 
exploitation, foreign aggression, and weaponized migration, illustrates the multi-layered 
nature of contemporary crises. The experience mirrors aspects of World War II in scale, 
societal disruption, and moral complexity.

Ethical and practical interventions must address immediate survival, structural reform, and 
global solidarity. Protecting vulnerable populations—including women, migrant workers, 
displaced persons, and small business owners—requires equitable labor protections, anti-
corruption measures, robust social safety nets, survivor-centered services, and responsible 
governance of technology. Cultivating empathy, ethical reflection, and recognition of shared 
humanity is essential. Integrating social, economic, technological, and moral strategies allows 
societies to navigate compounded crises while preserving life, dignity, and resilience.
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