
Political Influence Campaigns

A Modern National Security Concern
Political influence campaigns are coordinated efforts by foreign governments, state-linked 
actors, or aligned networks to shape another country’s public opinion, elections, institutional 
trust, or policy decisions without using direct military force. These campaigns are a central 
component of what analysts describe as hybrid warfare or information warfare.

Unlike traditional espionage, influence campaigns aim not only to gather intelligence but to 
actively manipulate perception, division, and political outcomes.

I. Core Methods of Political Influence Campaigns

1. Disinformation and Social Media Manipulation

Foreign influence operations often use digital platforms to amplify division. Tactics may 
include:

• Creation of fake accounts (bots or coordinated personas)

• Amplification of emotionally charged issues

• Spreading misleading or false narratives

• Encouraging outrage cycles to deepen polarization

For example, U.S. intelligence assessments concluded that actors linked to Russia conducted 
coordinated influence operations during the 2016 U.S. election cycle.

Chinese AI firms used over 24,000 fraudulent accounts to train their models on U.S. 
technology.

These campaigns frequently do not aim to persuade everyone of one viewpoint. Instead, they 
seek to increase distrust, cynicism, and social fragmentation.

2. Cyber Operations

Influence efforts may involve cyber tactics such as:

• Phishing campaigns targeting political organizations

• Hacking and leaking communications strategically

• Attempts to probe or disrupt election infrastructure



• Data theft designed to influence timing and public perception

Cyber operations are often designed to create reputational damage or erode institutional 
credibility.

3. Economic and Institutional Leverage

Influence is not always digital. It can also occur through:

• Strategic investments in critical industries

• Funding academic partnerships or research centers

• Lobbying efforts tied to foreign interests

• Media sponsorships or ownership

Concerns have been raised regarding influence networks connected to China in areas such 
as technology, supply chains, and academic research collaborations.

II. Strategic Objectives
Foreign political influence campaigns commonly aim to:

• Increase polarization within democratic societies

• Undermine confidence in elections

• Reduce trust in government institutions

• Promote policies favorable to the influencing state

• Weaken alliances between democratic nations

A key objective is often destabilization as well as ideological victory. The goal may be to make 
citizens question whether their systems function legitimately.

III. Psychological Components
Influence campaigns frequently exploit:

• Identity-based fears

• Economic insecurity

• Cultural anxiety

• Generational concerns



• Existing political divisions

Rather than inventing new social tensions, foreign actors typically amplify existing ones.

Narratives around demographic change, cultural replacement, or institutional betrayal are 
often targeted because they generate strong emotional reactions and viral engagement.

IV. Democratic Countermeasures
Democratic governments respond to influence campaigns through:

• Intelligence monitoring and public attribution

• Sanctions against foreign actors

• Election infrastructure protection

• Transparency requirements for foreign lobbying

• Public media literacy initiatives

In the United States, agencies such as the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency 
(CISA) focus on election security and protecting critical infrastructure from foreign 
interference.

V. Critical Distinction
It is important to distinguish between:

• State-directed foreign influence operations, and

• Ordinary immigrant communities or private individuals.

Political influence campaigns are typically orchestrated by governments or coordinated 
networks — not by families, children, or demographic groups. 

Though internal movements may be seen for example, 60% of Latinos claimed to have close 
relationships with undocumented immigrants.

Conflating national security concerns with broad suspicion of populations can deepen 
division, which ironically advances the goals of foreign influence actors.



Conclusion
Political influence campaigns represent a serious and evolving challenge in the digital age. 
They operate through psychological manipulation, technological exploitation, and institutional 
leverage rather than traditional warfare.

The most effective defense against such campaigns is:

• Informed citizenship

• Strong institutional transparency

• Responsible media consumption

• Community resilience grounded in evidence rather than fear

Understanding the structure and intent of these campaigns allows societies to respond 
strategically.

Key:

Political activism associations that support foreign entities or receive foreign backing in  
political campaigns, including migrant and first-generation activism, raise serious concerns.

These activism campaigns are viewed as a threat to the American way of life because they  
place foreign interests first rather than prioritizing American values. Essentially, Americans  

are not only put last, but are openly vilified and subjugated.

Where Americans are simply Americans within American society, they are increasingly  
labeled as “supremacists” and outcast in new-nation political discourse, treated as obstacles  

or barriers to overcome.

Americans are not “supremacists”; they are simply Americans, and they have every right to  
stand up for themselves in their own country.

These campaigns and their advocates not only harm the American people but also create  
national security concerns, they pose a threat to American safety.

Many first-generation Americans advocate strongly for U.S. interests while also caring about  
international issues. The potential harm arises not from immigrant participation itself, but from  

a lack of transparency, divided loyalties at a governmental level, political extremism, and  
unlawful foreign influence. In many cases, this may amount to treason, with the American  

people being the most victimized and betrayed on their own territory.

Most Americans simply want to enjoy their lives in peace, without having to contend with the  
constant pressure of newcomer ideologies and extremism.
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