
Iran Strikes U.S. — Over $800 Million in Damages

Source: BBC News
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cddq7j48p35o

AI Overview

In March 2026, Iranian forces launched attacks against U.S. military interests in the Middle 
East, striking communication infrastructure and targeting facilities in Bahrain, Kuwait, and 
Qatar. Iranian drones damaged a radome at the U.S. Navy’s Fifth Fleet headquarters in 
Bahrain, a key regional hub.

Key Details of Reported Attacks

• Targeted Infrastructure: Attacks struck communication and radar systems at multiple U.S. 
sites, including the U.S. Navy’s Fifth Fleet headquarters in Bahrain.

• Drone Strikes: A one-way attack drone, confirmed by The New York Times, hit a radome 
(SATCOM terminal) at the Bahraini headquarters, with satellite imagery showing destroyed 
structures.

• U.S. Casualties: Reports indicate at least six Americans were killed following Iranian 
attacks, including a drone strike on a tactical operations center in Kuwait.

• Regional Escalation: Iran targeted multiple regional locations, including Al Udeid Air Base 
in Qatar.

Impact and Response

• Retaliation: The strikes were part of a broader, rapid escalation in the conflict between Iran, 
Israel, and the United States.

• Operational Damage: The damaged SATCOM terminals (AN/GSC-52B) are critical for U.S. 
military communication in the Middle East.

• Warnings: Iran has threatened more aggressive efforts if its own infrastructure is targeted.

Confirmed Timeline of Events

Main Wave — U.S. Bases in Gulf Region

• February 28, 2026 → Start of large-scale Iranian retaliatory strikes on:
◦ Bahrain
◦ Kuwait
◦ Qatar

https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cddq7j48p35o


• This marks the core event tied to direct U.S. military targets.

Follow-on Escalation — Early March 2026

Kuwait
• March 1, 2026 → U.S. troops killed in drone strike
• March 2, 2026 → Continued attacks and air incidents

Qatar
• March 2–4, 2026 → Missile waves and strike on Al Udeid Air Base
• March 3, 2026 → Missile confirmed hitting U.S. base
• March 18, 2026 → Major strike on gas infrastructure

Bahrain
• March 9, 2026 → Major drone incident resulting in civilian injuries
• March 12, 2026 → Additional strike on fuel and storage facility

Saudi / Regional Energy Infrastructure (Separate but Related Phase)

• March 18–20, 2026 (approx.) → Iran targets oil and gas infrastructure across the Gulf, 
including Saudi Arabia, as reported by Reuters

Cowdrey Reports

U.S. infrastructure targeted.

Big Picture Timeline

• February 28 → Initial retaliation, U.S. bases hit
• March 1–4 → Heavy follow-up strikes, casualties, and base impacts
• March 9–12 → Continued drone and infrastructure attacks
• March 18 and onward → Shift toward energy and economic targets across the region

Bottom Line

• The U.S. base strikes and Saudi-related strikes are part of the same conflict timeline.

• However, they occur in distinct phases:
◦ Phase 1: Direct military retaliation (February 28 through early March)
◦ Phase 2: Broader regional and economic warfare (mid-March onward)



Costs

Category Estimated Amount
Direct Iranian damage to U.S. (bases, systems) ~$800 million
Total U.S. war cost (so far) $18+ billion
Projected long-term cost Could reach $100B+ to $1T

Key Insight

• Iranian attacks are asymmetric and low-cost (e.g., drones)
• The U.S. response is extremely high-cost

Example:
◦ Iranian drone: ~$50,000
◦ U.S. interceptor missile: $4M–$12M each

 Iranian strikes trigger massive U.S. spending👉

• $800 million = confirmed damage from Iranian strikes
• $18+ billion = actual cost to the United States so far
• The financial burden is driven far more by U.S. response than Iranian damage

Respectfully submitted,
D. Cowdrey
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