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2026 VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES and 2025 ANNUAL REPORTS 
 

 Pastor:  Rev. Matthew Oscar Shepherd   pastor@sardislutheran.com 
Organist/Director of Music: Kenan Chronister sardisdirectorofmusic@outlook.com 
Council Chair: Gene Biggerstaff    genebiggerstaff@gmail.com  
Secretary/Treasurer:  Jane Moretz   secretary@sardislutheran.com   

 
                                  www.sardislutheran.com 

 Sardis Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Our mission: 
Sardis Evangelical Lutheran Church serves together as disciples of 

Christ, teaches the word to invite people into a life of knowing  
Jesus, encourages each other in faith and personal mission through  

reaching out to the needs of the  
community and individuals. 
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Pastors Serving at Sardis 
 

 Alfred J. Fox 1867-1872 
 Marcus Lafayette Little 1872-1882 
 John Anderson Rudisill 1882-1890 
 Jefferson Polycarp Miller 1891-1894 
 William Pinckney Cline 1894-1896 
 Robert Anderson Yoder 1896-1899 
 Jacob Calvin Wessinger, Sr. 1899-1902 
 William Pinckney Cline (supply) 1903 
 Robert Henry Cline (supply) 1904 
 William Pinckney Cline(supply) 1905 
 James Francis Deal, Sr. 1906-1907 
 Martin Luther Pence  1908-1914 
 Frederick Martin Speagle (supply) 1915 
 David Leander Miller 1916-1918 
 Joseph Alonzo Yount 1919 
 John Jacob Bickley 1920-1921 
 Bernice Justus Wessinger 1922-1926 
 Luther Lindsay Lohr 1927-1930 
 Curtis Kerr Wise. Sr. (supply) 1931 
 Walter Augustus Sigman, Sr. 1931-1937 
 Walter James Roof 1938-1950 
 Wade Davis Yount 1950-1953 
 John Luther Morgan, Sr. 1954-1957 
 Charlie Lemuel Hoyle 1958-1961 
 Lawrence Edwin Yount 1961-1962 
 Iverson McKoy Brendle, Jr. 1963-1974 
 Dr. Theodore Theusen (supply) 1974-1975 
 Homer Edgar Fry 1975-1985 
 Dr. Jacob Larry Yoder (supply) 1985-1986 
 James Blair White 1986-1990 
 John Henry Sigmon, Jr. (supply) 1990-1991 
 Harvey Ludwick Blume 1991-1998 
 Lester Oda Roof, Jr. (supply) 1998-1999 
 Robert Francis Howard 1999-2007 
 Dennis Hacker (supply) 2007-2008 
 Anna Harrell Merritt 2008-2014 
 Dr. Charles Pierson Shaw (interim) 2014-2016 
 Adrienne Elizabeth Martin 2016-2023  
 MaryLouise Sitton (Interim) 2023-2024 
 Matthew Oscar Shepherd 2024-Present 

Clara Wiggs             Willie Hood              Scottie Sue Wyant             Max Yount   
Connie Hoyle         Hope Gladden              Carolyn Truitt              Jerry Whitener 
Betty  Smith        Lisa Guthrie Caudle        David Periconi        Melanie Hood Altman 
Trudy Frye Reece     Karen Nester        Miriam Weaver Punch  Gale Speagle Rudisill 
Jim Gossler           Vickie Matthews        Ray Whitener             Mary Louise Sitton          
Nena Hood Babb     Sam Duggins               Joe Robinson        Loraine Scronce Lawing                                      
Josh Herman                     Mary Scott Workman Davis                     Frank Griffin 
           Kenan Chronister 
                                          

Musicians serving  at Sardis 
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Sardis Lutheran Church 

Staff for 2026 

Pastor               Rev. Matthew Oscar Shepherd 

Director of Music  Kenan Chronister  

Secretary/Treasurer Jane Moretz 

Officers for 2026 

Vice President,  Congregation Council Gene Biggerstaff 

Secretary, Congregation Council Mike Midgett 

Financial Secretary                                          Jane Moretz, Dwayne Whitener 

Sunday School Superintendent Zachary Stuart 

Women of the WELCA, President Nena Babb 

Lutheran Men in Mission, President Rick Johnson  

Memorial Fund Secretary Jane Moretz 

Parish Register Marilyn Teague 

Congregation Church Council 

Term 2024-2026  Term 2025-2027        Term 2026-2028 
Joe Biggerstaff Mike Midgett               Kristin Teague 
Jon Gladden Darrell Jarrett             Amy Jones 
Rick Johnson Gene Biggerstaff        Robin Stuart 
Zachary Stuart Tim Whitener             Jennifer Whitener 
  

                                2026 Nominating Committee 

 Terry Bledsoe Jane Moretz 
 Dwayne Whitener Nena Babb 
 Sherrie Midgett Dawn Covington 
 

2026 Scholarship Committee 

                               Donna Biggerstaff (2024-2026) 
                               Phyllis Biggerstaff (2025-2027) 
                               Dawn Covington (2025-2027) 
                               Marilyn Teague (2026-2028) 
                               Susan Jones        (2026-2028) 
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CONGREGATION COUNCIL 2026 
MONTHLY DEVOTIONS, CONTACT & COMMITTEE  

CONTACT, ASSISTING MINISTER 

COUNCIL  
MEMBER 

DEVOTIONS, 
MONTHLY  
CONTACT 

COMMITTEE ASSISTING 
MINISTER 

Tim Whitener January Evangelism,  
Cemetery Tim Whitener 

Gene Biggerstaff February Historical Gene Biggerstaff 

Jon Gladden March Christian Education Adult Jon Gladden 

Rick Johnson April Energy Saving/
Security Rick Johnson 

Amy Jones May Christian Education 
Youth Ray Whitener 

Robin Stuart June Constitution Nena Babb 

Joe Biggerstaff July Technology Ben Whitener 

Kristin Teague August Altar Kristin Teague 

Mike Midgett September Property/Finance/
Endowment Mike Midgett 

Darrell Jarrett October Social Ministry Hayden  
Johnson 

Zachary Stuart November Worship & Music/
Scholarship Zachary Stuart 

Jennifer Whitener December Land Use/Cemetery Jennifer  
Whitener 
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Worship Dates to include in 2026 Sardis Calendar 

1/11 Baptism of Our Lord Sunday 

2/8 WELCA Sunday 

2/15 Transfiguration Sunday 

2/18 Ash Wednesday service at 7:00 p.m. 

2/22 - 3/22 Sunday evening Lenten services at 7:00 p.m. 

3/29 Palm/Passion Sunday 

4/2 Maundy Thursday service at 7:00 p.m. 

4/3 Good Friday service at 7:00 p.m. 

4/5 Easter Sunrise service at 6:30 a.m. 

5/24 Pentecost 

5/31 Holy Trinity Sunday 

9/13 Homecoming 

10/4 Blessing of the Animals 

10/25 Reformation Sunday 

11/1 All Saints Sunday 

11/8 Men’s Sunday 

11/22 Christ the King Sunday 

11/25 Thanksgiving Eve Soup & Sandwich/Service at Sardis-we provide soup 

11/29, 12/6, 12/13, 12/20 4 Sundays of Advent 

TBD Christmas Caroling 

12/16 Blue Christmas Service 

12/24 Christmas Eve at 10:30 p.m. (Prelude at 10:15) 

12/27 Lessons and Carols Sunday 
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Date '26 Torch Bearer’s Bible Bearer 

Easter Sunday  4/5 Marilyn T. / Marshall W. Rick Johnson 

Christmas Eve 12/24 Marilyn T. / Shuford W. Rick Johnson 

1/4 CATHERINE HOUSER 5-Jul DOROTHEA WYANT 

1/11 KATHY WEAVER 12-Jul DAVID & MILDRED FULBRIGHT 

1/18 BEN AND APRIL FULBRIGHT 19-Jul BENNY & EDNA FULBRIGHT, KAY WHITENER 

1/25 CAROLYN HOYLE 26-Jul RANDY & JOYCE SPEAGLE 

2/1 DWAYNE & BARBARA WHITENER 2-Aug ROBIN STUART 

2/8 NENA BABB 9-Aug ELAINE EVINGTON 

2/15 MARGARET PROPST 8/16 RICK & PATSY JOHNSON/BETTY JO WEAVER 

2/22 WOMEN OF ELCA (SYLVIA KING) 23- MIKE & SHERRIE MIDGETT 

1-Mar RALPH (PETE) & SHEILA RAMSEY 30- OSAMA & CARRIE YOUSEF 

8-Mar BUSTER BLEDSOE 6-Sep BETTY WHITENER 

15- BRUCE & SHARON SIGMAN 13-Sep ETHAN & HEATHER CARROLL 

22- RICHARD & DAWN COVINGTON 20-Sep DARRELL JARRETT 

29- HOPE GLADDEN 27-Sep MAE WHITENER 

5-Apr JOE AND PHYLLIS BIGGERSTAFF 4-Oct ANDY & ANITA RUGGLES 

12-Apr DAVID AND REBECCA RITZ 11-Oct EVAN LAIL 

19-Apr KRISTIN TEAGUE 18-Oct GENE AND DONNA BIGGERSTAFF 

26-Apr BEN & JENNIFER WHITENER 25-Oct JANE MORETZ 

3-May ZACHARY & BAILEY STUART 1-Nov TIM & BARBARA WHITENER 

10- ROGER & MARILYN TEAGUE 8-Nov RICK & RITA LUTZ 

17- GREG & KERBY SMYRE 15- RAY WHITENER 

24- RALPH & WANDA STALLINGS 22- SANDRA ROSEMAN 

31- AL & SYLVIA KING 29- MIKE & FELICIA HOLLAR 

7-Jun DWAYNE & BARBARA WHITENER 6-Dec SUSAN JONES 

14-Jun LEEVADA WOOD 13- AMY JONES 

21-Jun RICK & PATSY JOHNSON 20- LUTHERAN MEN IN MISSION (JON GLADDEN) 

28-Jun TERRY & JILL BLEDSOE 27- WAYNE & ELAINE JARRETT 
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VOLUNTEERS 

 Acolyte Crucifer Communion Assis- Greeters 

1-Mar Gabriel Shepherd Joe Biggerstaff Sandra Roseman Dianne Nail Shuford Whitener 

8-Mar Rick Johnson Gabriel Shepherd Dawn Covington Edna Fulbright Darrell Jarrett 

15-Mar Ray Whitener Donna Biggerstaff Tim Whitener Nena Babb Marilyn Teague 

22-Mar Tryston Sylvester Ian Shepherd Nena Babb Annette Richard Marilyn Teague 

29-Mar Shuford Whitener Ray Whitener Mike Midgett Kay Whitener Roger Teague 

4/2 Maundy Thursday Hayden Johnson Marshall Whitener Bruce Sigman Bruce Sigman Rita Litz 

4/3 Good Friday Zachary Stuart     

4/5 Easter Sunrise Marshall Whitener Hayden Johnson Ben Whitener Edna Fulbright Darrell Jarrett 

12-Apr Paisley Hood Graysen Whitener Ray Whitener Nena Babb Marilyn Teague 

19-Apr Ian Shepherd Rick Johnson Zachary Stuart Annette Richard Kristin Teague 

26-Apr Graysen Whitener Cayden Hood Jon Gladden Kay Whitener Roger Teague 

3-May Gabriel Shepherd Marshall Whitener Marilyn Teague Bruce Sigman Rita Litz 

10-May Ray Whitener Shuford Whitener Kristin Teague Dianne Nail Shuford Whitener 

17-May Rick Johnson Tryston Sylvester Roger Teague Edna Fulbright Darrell Jarrett 

24-May Tryston Sylvester Joe Biggerstaff Hayden Johnson Nena Babb Marilyn Teague 

31-May Shuford Whitener Gabriel Shepherd Rick Johnson Annette Richard Kristin Teague 

7-Jun Hayden Johnson Donna Biggerstaff Sandra Roseman Kay Whitener Roger Teague 

14-Jun Zachary Stuart Ian Shepherd Dawn Covington Bruce Sigman Rita Litz 

21-Jun Marshall Whitener Ray Whitener Tim Whitener Dianne Nail Shuford Whitener 

28-Jun Paisley Hood Hayden Johnson Nena Babb Edna Fulbright Darrell Jarrett 

5-Jul Ian Shepherd Graysen Whitener Mike Midgett Nena Babb Marilyn Teague 

12-Jul Graysen Whitener Rick Johnson Bruce Sigman Annette Richard Kristin Teague 

19-Jul Gabriel Shepherd Cayden Hood Ben Whitener Kay Whitener Roger Teague 

26-Jul Ray Whitener Marshall Whitener Gene Biggerstaff Bruce Sigman Rita Litz 

2-Aug Hayden Johnson Shuford Whitener Ray Whitener Dianne Nail Shuford Whitener 

9-Aug Tryston Sylvester Tryston Sylvester Zachary Stuart Edna Fulbright Darrell Jarrett 

16-Aug Shuford Whitener Joe Biggerstaff Jon Gladden Nena Babb Marilyn Teague 

23-Aug Rick Johnson Gabriel Shepherd Marilyn Teague Annette Richard Marilyn Teague 

30-Aug Zachary Stuart Donna Biggerstaff Roger Teague Kay Whitener Roger Teague 

6-Sep Marshall Whitener Ian Shepherd Kristin Teague Bruce Sigman Rita Litz 

13-Sep Paisley Hood Ray Whitener Hayden Johnson Dianne Nail Shuford Whitener 

20-Sep Ian Shepherd Hayden Johnson Rick Johnson Edna Fulbright Darrell Jarrett 

27-Sep Graysen Whitener Graysen Whitener Sandra Roseman Nena Babb Marilyn Teague 

4-Oct Gabriel Shepherd Rick Johnson Dawn Covington Annette Richard Kristin Teague 

11-Oct Ray Whitener Cayden Hood Tim Whitener Kay Whitener Roger Teague 

18-Oct Hayden Johnson Marshall Whitener Nena Babb Bruce Sigman Rita Litz 

25-Oct Tryston Sylvester Shuford Whitener Mike Midgett Dianne Nail Shuford Whitener 

1-Nov Shuford Whitener Tryston Sylvester Bruce Sigman Edna Fulbright Darrell Jarrett 

11/8 Men's Sunday Rick Johnson Joe Biggerstaff Ben Whitener Nena Babb Marilyn Teague 

15-Nov Zachary Stuart Gabriel Shepherd Gene Biggerstaff Annette Richard Kristin Teague 

22-Nov Marshall Whitener Donna Biggerstaff Ray Whitener Kay Whitener Roger Teague 

29-Nov Paisley Hood Ian Shepherd Zachary Stuart Bruce Sigman Rita Litz 

6-Dec Ian Shepherd Ray Whitener Jon Gladden Dianne Nail Shuford Whitener 

13-Dec Graysen Whitener Rick Johnson Marilyn Teague Edna Fulbright Darrell Jarrett 

20-Dec Gabriel Shepherd Graysen Whitener Kristin Teague Nena Babb Marilyn Teague 

12/24 Christmas Eve Ray Whitener Hayden Johnson Roger Teague Annette Richard Kristin Teague 

27-Dec Hayden Johnson Cayden Hood Hayden Johnson Kay Whitener Roger Teague 

3-Jan Tryston Sylvester Marshall Whitener Rick Johnson Bruce Sigman Rita Litz 

10-Jan Shuford Whitener Shuford Whitener Sandra Roseman Dianne Nail Shuford Whitener 

17-Jan Rick Johnson Tryston Sylvester Dawn Covington Edna Fulbright Darrell Jarrett 

24-Jan Zachary Stuart Joe Biggerstaff Tim Whitener Nena Babb Marilyn Teague 

31-Jan Marshall Whitener Gabriel Shepherd Nena Babb Annette Richard Kristin Teague 

7-Feb Paisley Hood Donna Biggerstaff Mike Midgett Kay Whitener Roger Teague 

14-Feb Ray Whitener Ian Shepherd Bruce Sigman Bruce Sigman Rita Litz 

21-Feb Graysen Whitener Ray Whitener Ben Whitener Dianne Nail Shuford Whitener 

28-Feb Gabriel Shepherd Rick Johnson Gene Biggerstaff Edna Fulbright Darrell Jarrett 
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VOLUNTEERS 

 Lay Readers Security Front Yard Sign 

1-Mar Dawn Covington Ralph Stallings Tim Whitener 

8-Mar Tim Whitener Bruce Sigman Nena Babb 

15-Mar Hayden Johnson Ben Whitener Tim Whitener 

22-Mar Gabriel Shepherd Rick Johnson Nena Babb 

29-Mar Gene Biggerstaff Darrell Jarrett Tim Whitener 

4/2 Maundy Thursday Group Zachary Stuart Nena Babb 

4/3 Good Friday Group Roger Teague Tim Whitener 

4/5 Easter Sunrise Ray Whitener Ralph Stallings Nena Babb 

12-Apr Zachary Stuart Bruce Sigman Tim Whitener 

19-Apr Jon Gladden Ben Whitener Nena Babb 

26-Apr Jane Moretz Darrell Jarrett Tim Whitener 

3-May Marilyn Teague Rick Johnson Nena Babb 

10-May Kristin Teague Zachary Stuart Tim Whitener 

17-May Nena Babb Roger Teague Nena Babb 

24-May Paisley Hood Ralph Stallings Tim Whitener 

31-May Marshall Whitener Bruce Sigman Nena Babb 

7-Jun Jennifer Whitener Ben Whitener Tim Whitener 

14-Jun Joe Biggerstaff Rick Johnson Nena Babb 

21-Jun Dawn Covington Darrell Jarrett Tim Whitener 

28-Jun Tim Whitener Zachary Stuart Nena Babb 

5-Jul Hayden Johnson Roger Teague Tim Whitener 

12-Jul Gabriel Shepherd Ralph Stallings Nena Babb 

19-Jul Gene Biggerstaff Bruce Sigman Tim Whitener 

26-Jul Jennifer Whitener Ben Whitener Nena Babb 

2-Aug Joe Biggerstaff Darrell Jarrett Tim Whitener 

9-Aug Ray Whitener Rick Johnson Nena Babb 

16-Aug Zachary Stuart Zachary Stuart Tim Whitener 

23-Aug Jon Gladden Roger Teague Nena Babb 

30-Aug Jane Moretz Ralph Stallings Tim Whitener 

6-Sep Marilyn Teague Bruce Sigman Nena Babb 

13-Sep Kristin Teague Ben Whitener Tim Whitener 

20-Sep Nena Babb Rick Johnson Nena Babb 

27-Sep Paisley Hood Darrell Jarrett Tim Whitener 

4-Oct Marshall Whitener Zachary Stuart Nena Babb 

11-Oct Dawn Covington Roger Teague Tim Whitener 

18-Oct Tim Whitener Ralph Stallings Nena Babb 

25-Oct Hayden Johnson Bruce Sigman Tim Whitener 

1-Nov Gabriel Shepherd Rick Johnson Nena Babb 

11/8 Men's Sunday Gene Biggerstaff Ben Whitener Tim Whitener 

15-Nov Jennifer Whitener Darrell Jarrett Nena Babb 

22-Nov Joe Biggerstaff Zachary Stuart Tim Whitener 

29-Nov Ray Whitener Roger Teague Nena Babb 

6-Dec Zachary Stuart Ralph Stallings Tim Whitener 

13-Dec Jon Gladden Bruce Sigman Nena Babb 

20-Dec Jane Moretz Ben Whitener Tim Whitener 

12/24 Christmas Eve Marilyn Teague Rick Johnson Nena Babb 

27-Dec Kristin Teague Darrell Jarrett Tim Whitener 

3-Jan Nena Babb Zachary Stuart Nena Babb 

10-Jan Paisley Hood Roger Teague Tim Whitener 

17-Jan Marshall Whitener Ralph Stallings Nena Babb 

24-Jan Dawn Covington Bruce Sigman Tim Whitener 

31-Jan Tim Whitener Ben Whitener Nena Babb 

7-Feb Hayden Johnson Rick Johnson Tim Whitener 

14-Feb Gabriel Shepherd Darrell Jarrett Nena Babb 

21-Feb Gene Biggerstaff Zachary Stuart Tim Whitener 
28-Feb Jennifer Whitener Roger Teague Nena Babb 
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VOLUNTEERS 

Month Communion 
Preparation 

Communion 
Clean-Up 

Ushers 

March Sharon Sigman Kristin Teague Zachary Stuart 
Hayden Johnson 

April Jane Moretz Marilyn Teague Rick Johnson 
Marilyn Teague 

May Donna Biggerstaff Sharon Sigman Roger Teague 
Shuford Whitener 

June Marilyn Teague Donna Biggerstaff Darrell Jarrett 
Bruce Sigman 

July Sharon Sigman Sherrie Midgett Ben Whitener 
Ian Shepherd 

August Jane Moretz Wanda Stallings Sylvia King 
Zachary Stuart 

September Donna Biggerstaff Sherrie Midgett Dawn Covington 
Hayden Johnson 

October Marilyn Teague Sandra Roseman Shuford Whitener 
Marilyn Teague 

November Sharon Sigman Kristin Teague Rick Johnson 
Darrell Jarrett 

December Jane Moretz Marilyn Teague Roger Teague 
Ian Shepherd 

January ‘26 Donna Biggerstaff Sherrie Midgett Ben Whitener 
Bruce Sigman 

February Marilyn Teague Sandra Roseman Dawn Covington 
Sylvia King 
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We currently bag and deliver to the school each week for 33 families 

3/5/2026 Mildred Fulbright  

3/11/2025 Gene & Donna  

3/19/2026 Joe & Phyllis  

3/26/2026 Roger, Marilyn  

4/2/2026 Tim & Barbara  

4/9/2026  Easter 

4/16/2026 Mike & Sherrie  

4/23/2026 Mildred Fulbright  

4/30/2026 Dwayne & Barbara  

5/7/2026 Gene & Donna  

5/14/2026 Joe & Phyllis  

5/21/2026 Roger, Marilyn  

Balance of 2026 
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************************************************************ 

Meal Delivery 2026 

2026 FTF Seniors Meeting Dates         

JANUARY 7TH Hebron of Vale JULY 1st  Wesley Chapel 

FEBRUARY 4TH  Laurel Hill AUGUST 5th Laurel Hill 

MARCH 4th  Ebenezer SEPTEMBER 2nd  Ebenezer 

APRIL 1st  Sardis OCTOBER 7th  Sardis 

MAY 6th  Plateau NOVEMBER 4th Plateau 

JUNE 3rd  Grace DECEMBER 2nd   Grace 

 
March      7 Susan J   August   22 Sylvia K FEB 2027 

March     14  No Meal   August   29  No Meal 6th  Donna B. 

March     21 Phyllis B   Sept.       5 April F  13th No Meal 

March     28 No Meal   Sept.    12 No Meal 20th Dawn C. 

April         4 Nena B   Sept.    19 Susan J 27th No Meal 

  

April       11 No Meal   Sept.       26 No Meal 

April       18 Donna B   Oct.          3 Phyllis B   

April       25 No Meal   Oct.    10 No Meal   

May         2 Dawn C   Oct.    17 Nena B 

May         9 No Meal   Oct.    24 No Meal      

May       16 Sylvia K   Oct.    31 Donna B   

May       23 No Meal   Nov.     7 No Meal 

May       30 April F    Nov.    14 Dawn C 

June        6 No Meal   Nov.     21 No Meal 

June      13 Susan J   Nov.    28 Sylvia K 

June       20 No Meal   Dec.     5 No Meal   

June       27    Phyllis B   Dec.     12 April F    

July          4 No Meal   Dec.    19 No Meal   

July        11 Nena B   Dec.    26 Susan J   

July        18 No Meal   Jan.      2 No Meal   

July        25 Donna B   Jan.           9 Phyllis B   

August    1 No Meal   Jan.     16 No Meal   

August     8 Dawn C   Jan.     23 Nena B 

August  15 No Meal   Jan.     30 No Meal 
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Bereaved Families Food List – 2026 
Sardis Church’s gift is to provide a meal for the family if the deceased is a 

member of Sardis.   
Sandwich trays and condiments, Chips, Desserts, and Drinks will be  

provided for the family to take home or to eat in the Fellowship Hall after 

the funeral. 

Group 1                                                                  Group 2 
Nena Babb, Co-Chair                                           Dawn Covington, Co-Chair 
Donna Biggerstaff, Co-Chair                               Annette Richard Co-Chair 
 
Jill Bledsoe                                                              Patsy Johnson  
Becky Gladden                                                        Sandra Roseman 
Leevada Wood                                                        Sheila Ramsey 
Phyllis Biggerstaff                                                  April Fulbright 
Mildred Fulbright                                                    Dianne Nail 
Sherrie Midgett                                                       Rita Lutz 
Phyllis Hood                                                           Marilyn & Kristin Teague  
Evelyn Fulbright                                                     Heather Carroll 
Carolyn Hoyle                                                         Kay Whitener  
                             
Kelly Speagle                                                          Robin Stuart 
Marie Speagle                                                         Joyce Speagle 
Sharon Sigman                                                       Jennifer Whitener 
Debbie Wise                                                           Betty Sue Whitener 
Carrie Yousef                                                         Wanda Stallings 
Susan Jones                                                             Elaine Evington 
Kathy Weaver                                                         Barbara J. Whitener 
Felicia Hollar                                                          Jane Moretz 
Sylvia King                                                             Kerby Smyre 

Monetary Contributions can be made at any time to the Bereavement 
Fund.   

Those funds cover the cost of the sandwich trays and condiments.  
Mark your offering envelope accordingly. 
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MONTHLY NEWSLETTER  
INFORMATION 

DEADLINE DATES  
 

Your monthly Friendly Messenger is a vital part of the ministry and  
communication of the congregation here at Sardis.  If committees do not get 
information into the office  many things that we do will go unnoticed.  Listed 
below are the dates that you  need to get your information into the office.  This 
is so you can have the information to put on your calendars before upcoming 
events. 

 
 
 

MONTH  OF NEWSLETTER                                DEADLINE FOR INFORMATION 
                                         
                    MARCH                               WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18th 
 
                    APRIL                                                     WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25th 
 
                    MAY                                                        WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22nd 
 
                    JUNE                                                       WEDNESDAY, MAY 27th 
 
                    JULY                                                       WEDNESDAY, JUNE  24th 
 
                    AUGUST                                                 WEDNESDAY, JULY 22nd 
 
                    SEPTEMBER                                         WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26th 
 
                    OCTOBER                                              WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23rd 
 
                    NOVEMBER                                          WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21st 
 
                    DECEMBER                                          WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24th 
 
                    JANUARY 2027                                     WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER  22nd 

 

         FEBRUARY                                           WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27th 
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FINANCIAL 
REPORTS 

 
COMMITTEE 

REPORTS 
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Adult Christian Education  Endowment  Security Team 
Jon Gladden- Chair  Mike Midgett - Chair  Bruce Sigman 

Gene Biggerstaff   April Fulbright  Rick Johnson 

Rita Lutz  Rick Johnson  Ralph Stallings 

  Dwayne Whitener  Zachary Stuart 

Altar  Terry Bledsoe  Darrell Jarrett 

Marilyn Teague Chair    Roger Teague 

Sandra Roseman  Evangelism  Ben Whitener 

Sherrie Midgett  Ray Whitener - Chair   

Donna Biggerstaff  Mike Midgett  Social Ministry 

Jane Moretz  Sherrie Midgett  Phyllis Biggerstaff 

Sharon Sigman  Jon Gladden  Rita Lutz 

Kristin Teague  Sheila Ramsey  Donna Biggerstaff 

Wanda Stallings  Donna Biggerstaff   

  Rita Lutz  Stewardship 

Cemetery     

Greg Fulbright   Finance  Technology 

Tim Whitener - Chair  Dwayne Whitener -  Zach Stuart 

Darrell Jarrett  Jane Moretz  Samuel Biggerstaff 

Ralph Stallings  Kristin Teague  Ben Whitener-Chair 

  Gene Biggerstaff  Jane Moretz 

Children's Christian Education    Terry Bledsoe 

April Fulbright—Chair  Historical  Joe Biggerstaff 

Jennifer Whitener  Nena Babb—Chair  Ian Shepherd 

Zachary Stuart  Robin Stuart  Hayden Johnson 

Donna Biggerstaff  Sheila Ramsey   

Kristin Teague  Gene Biggerstaff  Land Use 

Susan Jones    Nena Babb - Chair 

Ben Whitener  Worship & Music  Tim Whitener 

Sherrie Midgett  Nena Babb Chair  Rick Johnson 

Mike Midgett  Kenan Chronister  Sheila Ramsey 

Hayden Johnson  Tim Whitener  Ben Whitener 

  Marilyn Teague   

Constitution Update  Kathy Weaver   

Dwayne Whitener     

Gene Biggerstaff  Property   

Jane Moretz  Mike Midgett- Chair   

Robin Stuart  Rick Johnson- Co-Chair   

  Tim Whitener   

  Bruce Sigman   

  Darrell Jarrett   

  Ralph Stallings   

  Ray Whitener   

  Zachary Stuart   

     

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
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PASTORS REPORT 
 
 
 

Beloved Sardis, 

 

What an amazing year—full of life, service, and loving ministry! As we 
look back with gratitude, it is clear that God has been at work among us in 
powerful and faithful ways. 

 

This year we have joyfully nurtured our youth through Vacation Bible 
School, confirmation, community projects, lock-ins, Lutheroads Day 
Camps, and a mission trip to Western North Carolina. These moments of 
learning, service, and fellowship have helped shape faith, deepen  
relationships, and plant seeds that will continue to grow. 

 

We have also remained deeply committed to supporting our local  
community through worship, Trunk-or-Treat, music ministries, and feeding 
ministries. Our congregation has faithfully supported the needs of our local 
schools, Assure Ministries, WELCA, Lutheran Men in Mission, and even 
extended our care to our local seminary and mission funds. These acts of 
generosity reflect Christ’s love lived out beyond our walls. 

 

Week after week, we continue to delight in gathering for worship as the 
Body of Christ—lifting praise to God, our Lord and Redeemer. We look 
forward with excitement to warmer weather, when we will dedicate and 
fully enjoy our new outdoor worship space as a place for worship,  
fellowship, and community. 

 

This year, we have also honored and celebrated the resurrection life of be-
loved members of our church family. Though it is always hard to say good-
bye for now, we cling to the hope of the resurrection and the promise of  
Jesus Christ—that death is not the end. 
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We are truly blessed to love, grow, and abide in the love of Christ here at 
Sardis. 

 

May this new year continue to open doors for growth in faith, loving ser-
vice, and ministry to the world, as we seek to love God and love our neigh-
bor as ourselves. 

 

Know that I am deeply grateful for each and every one of you. Never for-
get—God loves you, and so do I. 

Full of grace and gratitude, 

Pastor Oscar Shepherd 

Parish Register Report for 2025 
Received by Infant Baptism: 0 
 
Received by Adult Baptism: 0 
 
Received by Letter of Transfer/Affirmation of Faith: 2  
                      Gabriel Shepherd, Ian Shepherd 
 
Received by Confirmation:  Paisley Alexandria Hood, Cayden Alexander 
Hood, Ian Shealy Shepherd, Graysen Cole Whitener, Marshall Roland Whitener 
 
Total Members Received: 6 
 

Removed by Death:  2 
Joe Herman Wyant Death February  18, 2025   Funeral February 22, 2025 
George Austin Propst   Death  July 16, 2025     Funeral July 23, 2025 
  
Removed by Transfer: 1 May 29 Frank Griffin, Trinity Lutheran  
Greenville SC.  Meredith Gladden,  Holy Trinity, Hickory NC. July, Mike 
Lutz, King of Glory Lutheran Church, N. Myrtle Beach SC, they do not 
send letter of transfer July. 
   
Total Members Removed: 5 
        Respectfully Submitted, 
        Marilyn Teague 

************************************************************ 
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EVANGELISM COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2025 

 

Webster’s dictionary defines Evangelism as “The spreading of the Christian gospel by 

public preaching or personal witness.”  It also means to promote spiritual awareness 

with each other in the church and the community thru deeds of kindness. The church 

family at Sardis does a very good job of doing exactly all of those things. Thank you to 

all of the Evangelism Team for participating and planning the events that were carried 

out in 2025. Committee members for this past year were Jon Gladden, Donna  

Biggerstaff, Mike & Sherrie Midgett, Shelia Ramsey, Pastor Oscar Shepherd, and  

myself.  

 

Thank you once again to all of our shepherds who send out cards and make phone calls 

to all of our church members. The Shepherding Group for 2025 includes Jon & Becky 

Gladden, Dawn Covington, Carolyn Hoyle, Al King, Hope Gladden, Shelia  

Ramsey, Donna Biggerstaff, Phyllis Biggerstaff, Elaine Evington, Rita Lutz, Nena 

Babb, Kathy Weaver, Jane Moretz, Kay Whitener, Felicia Hollar, Marilyn 

Teague, Susan Jones, Patsy Johnson, and myself. Sadly; Kay Whitener will be  

retiring as a Sardis Shepherd at the end of this year. Thank you Kay for your  

service. She has been a Shepherd since this part of the Evangelism team began and 

her service to all of us will be greatly missed. Taking her place as a new Sardis 

Shepherd will be Barbara J. Whitener.  

 

Events the Evangelism Committee participated in this year: 

 1) Provided a Shepherd’s Appreciation Meal for Sardis Shepherds and family members 

 

 2) Dinner and a Movie Night. Those attending watched the movie “Unsung hero”.  

Thank you to the Lutheran Men in Mission for providing food 

 

3) Held an outdoor concert and community cookout on the front lawn featuring “The 

Sigmon Stringers”.   The weather was fantastic and so was the crowd. 85 people  

attended and over $1000.00 was raised to benefit Western North Carolina Relief due to 

hurricane Helene. Thank you to the Men’s group for assisting and to all who brought 

food, drinks, and desserts. 

 

4)  Had a food booth with hotdogs and water and gave out candy for Trunk or Treat. 

Food that was left over was donated to the Soup Kitchen in Newton. 
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5) Assisted the Social Ministry Committee with backpack and School Supplies. 

Thank you to Thrivent Financial for providing money to help purchase supplies.  

  

I always like to end my report with this summation. A committee is only as good as 

the people it serves and this committee continues to do great things for Sardis and the 

community because of the people here. Thank you for making it a great and          

successful year again. No matter how great or how small your contribution was, 

please know that it was greatly appreciated. If you have an idea of something you 

think would be beneficial to the church or community; please feel free to share it with 

any committee member, myself, or the Pastor.  

Peace and Blessings       Ray Whitener       Evangelism Committee 
Chairman 

CEMETARY REPORT 
 

There were 2 burials in 2025;  
 Joe Herman Wyant, George Austin Propst. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
The Cemetery Committee 

       ******************************************************************** 
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 Social Ministry’s 2025 Annual Report 
 

The continual generosity of the Sardis’ Congregation combined with $750.00 in 

Thrivent Grants enabled the committee to sponsor the following outreach projects. 

 

 Personal Care Kits –Hygiene items for kits that the Lutheran World Relief  

distributes in times of disasters. 

 Hugs and Kisses – new and gently used stuffed animals donated to the Catawba 

County Sherriff’s   Department to distribute to children who are in emergency  

situations. 

 Box tops for Education – sent to Crossnore Children’s Home. 

 Fifth Sunday Offerings – sent to Western North Carolina for Disaster Relief. 

 240 Bag Lunches – 120 to The Soup Kitchen in Hickory and 120 to The Corner  

Table in Newton to share with the unhoused during weekends when the centers are 

closed. 

 School Supplies – book bags, pencils, crayons, earphones, paper, notebooks, glue, 

pencil boxes, markers, tissues, hand sanitizer, band aids, etc. donated to Banoak and 

Blackburn elementary for children who cannot afford the basics. 

 Cold Weather Wear – gloves, hats (70 knit caps made by Dot Lutz with yarn  

donated by Evan Lail) socks, sweaters, coats, hoodies, and pants donated to the local 

soup kitchens to give (not sell) to the unhoused.  

 Toiletries – given to Safe Harbor to share with the residents of their treatment  

program. 

Thanks to all who supported these efforts to help meet the growing needs of our com-

munity. 
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Sardis Men’s Report 2025 
 

Thank you for all your support throughout 2025.  We have had our ups and 
downs throughout the year.  We lost two of our faithful men-Ken Propst and Bill 
Whitener.  These two men have been a huge part of our group through their 
faithful commitment and ongoing dedication to Sardis and the men’s group and 
an inspiration to us all.   
 

Our meetings are typically the last Sunday of the month at 6:30.  We invite 
all ages to come for fellowship, bible study, and to strengthen your relationship 
with our Lord. Our group is willing and ready to help with any project at 
Sardis.  Some areas we were involved in this year include the dinner and movie 
night, Daughters of God banquet, cookout for the concert, Sardis backpack 
program, treat bags for the Christmas program, and building a ramp for Rick and 
Rita Lutz.  Please come out and join us.  Thank you to all the men and to our 
congregation which makes our group what it is.  God richly bless and guide you 
in 2026. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Rick Johnson 
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Altar Committee 
 

Each year I list the many activities we as an Altar Committee do within the church 
to enhance its beauty and prepare for Sunday services and special services.  This 
year was no exception.  We are blessed at Sardis to have a wonderful, caring, and 
talented committee.  
 
Listed below are just some of our work within the church: 

Prepared the 2025 flower chart 
56 communion services prepared 
Cleaned communion vessels after each service 
Cleaned brass and chancel cloths  
Kept fluid in altar candles 
Distributed altar flowers each Sunday  
Sent out weekly altar flower reminders 
Changed altar paraments and banners according to the liturgical calendar 
Turned on and off the banner light each Sunday  
Set up and took down the Advent wreath 
Decorated the church at Christmas 
Ordered and placed flower saddles on the Louie Baker graves 
Burnt palms for Ash Wednesday service  
Stripped the altar on Maundy Thursday 
Ordered communion supplies and candles 
Assisted with funerals, weddings, and special services 
Trained children as acolyte and crucifer barriers  
Changed florist to Lanez 

 
We perform many timeless duties on a weekly basis.  If anyone wants to belong to 
a busy and productive committee you are certainly welcome.  To all the  
committee members, thank you for your hard work within our church.  You are 
very much appreciated.   
 
The altar committee is picking up in 2026 where they left off in 2025 by finding 
ways to always enhance the beauty of our church services.  We are  in the process 
of replacing the Altar brass and communion trays.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Marilyn Teague, Chairperson  



 24 

 

Property Committee Report (2025) 
 

The Property Committee is committed to maintaining the facilities and grounds for Sardis 
Evangelical Lutheran Church as well as assisting with any projects and tasks as needed for 
church members or members of the local Sardis community.  
 
2025 was a productive and busy year with multiple projects completed.  Some of the projects 
and tasks undertaken during the year were: 
 
 Spring and Fall workdays.  The committee members took an active role in leaf raking,  

installing mulch, cleaning gutters, trimming shrubs and trees both around the church  
building and at the columbarium. 

 Other items that the committee completed which often go unnoticed were removing spider 
webs from the sanctuary, repairing the Sunday school bells, covering graffiti on the back 
of the building, etc. 

 Repairs were made to the roof over the Narthex to prevent any possible leaks. 
 The wooden exterior doors leading into the Narthex were refinished as they were showing 

obvious signs of weathering.  This required cleaning, sanding and applying multiple layers 
of finish leaving the doors in excellent shape. 

 The members built an entrance/exit ramp at the home of Rick and Rita Lutz to help with 
mobility in and out of the home. 

 
In February, the Catawba County Fire Marshal conducted a safety inspection of the church  
facilities resulting in several actions identified for correction and improvement.  These  
included: 
 
 Emergency lighting – batteries were replaced to ensure they operate correctly during a 

power outage. 
 Fire extinguisher inspections – A process has been implemented to ensure that all fire  

extinguishers are inspected monthly and records for this are maintained. 
 Electrical panel clearance (mop room) – A space was identified and marked per code so 

that no items will be stored possibly blocking access to the panels. 
 Multiple extension cords were removed from the choir room, the organ area in the  

sanctuary and the sound room to prevent possible fire dangers. 
 
The contract with Cintas for items needed during the Covid-19 pandemic (soap and hand  
sanitizer dispensers) was cancelled resulting in an annual savings of approximately $2300. 
 
All are encouraged to communicate ideas and/or concerns to any member of the committee. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Mike Midgett, Property Committee Chairperson 



 25 

 

TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE 2025 
 

Sometimes success is defined by what you don’t see or what you don’t  
notice until it is not there.  That’s the real theme of this year’s report. So 
let’s take a closer look at what happens behind the scenes. 
 
The Technology Team has provided sound support for every service  
conducted in the sanctuary during 2025 and sound support for many events 
throughout the church. 
 
The Technology Team has controlled and provided special lighting for  
every service conducted in the sanctuary during 2025. Besides the normal 
lighting, special effects were used during the Good Friday  
Service, Easter Service, Thanksgiving Service, and the Christmas Eve  
Service. 
 
The Technology Team has programmed the heating system to a more  
efficient operating schedule and monitors the system 24/7/365.  It has 
made sure all events are held in a comfortable environment. 
 
The Technology Team has maintained the OneCall notification  
system.  OneCall has proved itself to be very valuable in keeping the  
congregation informed about church activities and several death  
notices over the course of the year. 
 
Every service in the sanctuary was broadcast on Facebook Live. This  
allows members to participate in the service when they cannot be there.  
Our shutins are loyal followers of our online services and a number of 
viewers come from nonmembers in our community. 
 
Our online services include a webpage that is constantly updated, a  
Facebook page that is constantly updated, weekly email notifications, 
online bulletins, and a monthly newsletter. 
 
One project completed this year was installing Ring doorbells and cameras 
so that Jane can see who is entering the building while she is there.  
Doorbell cameras were installed at the front of the building, on the end 
door and at the kitchen door. 
 
Submitted, 
Terry Bledsoe            
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“As a community of women  
created in the image of God, 

 called to discipleship in Jesus Christ,  
and empowered by the Holy Spirit,  

we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our 
gifts,  

support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and action,  
and promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society, and the world.” 

 
Claiming the purpose statement at each meeting. we try to live by this declaration and show it 

in our actions and in the projects that we try to complete for our church and community. Every 

woman at Sardis is a member of the Sardis Women of the ELCA, and we certainly appreciate 

the assistance ALL ladies in our congregation give for the projects that are planned. THANK 

YOU for helping continue to serve our church and community. Here are the activities from 

2025: 

Planned and presented Bold Women’s Sunday in February with Ashure Ministries Executive 

Director Kristal Manning as Speaker. 

Collected food for ECCCM and our Blessings Box in conjunction with the Lenten Season. 

Nena, Sylvia, and Robin attended the Catawba Conference Spring Gathering at Mt. Olive 

Lutheran. 

Hosted the Daughters of God Banquet where women brought salads and the Lutheran Men 

served sundaes for dessert.  Susan Jones led everyone to create a decoration for Trinity Ridge 

residents.  

Planned and served a Continental Breakfast for the Men on Father’s Day, 

Sylvia served as delegate to the Annual Gathering of the NC Women of the ELCA at LRU 

June 20-22.  Robin was elected to another 2-year term as Vice-President for the NC Board, 

while Nena continues her 2-year term as Treasurer. 

Planned and served a meal for the Foard Football Team before their September 5 game. 

Hosted the Catawba Conference of the NC Women of the ELCA for their fall gathering with 

Rev. Judy Drysdale leading the Bible Study. 

Honored the Sardis Seniors at a Sunday luncheon with assistance from the youth as servers 

and waiters. 

Celebrated the confirmands with a reception on Reformation Sunday, October 26. 

Sponsored a canned food Christmas tree drive to supplement our Blessing Box. 

Decorated our Christmas Tree with Chrismons with congregational help. 

Offered poinsettias for sale to decorate the church and raise money ($148) for the Youth’s 

Christmas Project. 

Planned and served refreshments after the Christmas Play. 

Continued serving sandwich trays and fixings to our bereaved families. 

Provided meals to shut-ins with the first and third Saturday Meal Delivery. 

 

Again, we appreciate the support we get from all members of our Congregation. We couldn’t 

accomplish our projects without you. Come join us at a business and planning meeting on the 

first Sunday of alternating months, beginning in January.  We would love to have you! 

   Respectfully submitted, Nena Babb, President 
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Youth Christian Education 2025 Report 
 

 
The youth planning committee had a planning meeting in January 2025 and created an 
extensive list of ideas, which really helped ensure that the youth had fun and service events 
throughout the year.   The Youth Sunday School offered Pre K, Elementary and Middle/High 
School classes this year as well offering Children Church twice monthly during Worship.  
 

We ventured to Pin Station after church for lunch and bowling in Jan, it was a busy day at the 
bowling alley, but everyone had a great time showing off their bowling skills, including some 
of the Sardis adults who are on bowling leagues.  For service in February, the youth sponsored 
the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner. Easter Egg Hunt was lots of fun in March, finding eggs, 
dying eggs, playing games and fun snack treats.  
 

Youth Hike at Mountain Creek Park, playground fun and Cookout in May.  The hike was only 
a "paved trail" that day since the hiking trails were closed due to rainy conditions earlier in the 
week, but we still managed to make a loop and then have fun at the playground and enjoy 
hotdogs off the grill.     
 

Several of our youth were able to attend Mission Trip this summer to help with Hurricane 
Helene Relief in WNC and return to Sardis and talk about the experience and how this service 
impacted their lives.  
 

Armor of God Community VBS was hosted by Grace Lutheran in June.  It continues to be a 
blessing to have our neighbor churches join us in this ministry and the youth have some much 
fun with all the combined efforts and friends.  
 

During July, Cash Fulbright, Shuford Whitener and Marshall Whitener attended Lutheroad Day 
Camp at St Paul Lutheran in Newton. Ian Shepherd and Gabriel Shepherd attended a week at 
Lutheridge. Gabriel attended TECH.  
 

In August, the Midgett's hosted a pizza and pool party at their home.  It was a lot of fun!  We 

celebrated Sherrie, Zach and Kaden birthday that day as well!  

For October service project, the youth assisted as servers for the Golden Age Banquet.  They 
were attentive to helping carry plates of food, prepare and serve drinks and refills.  It's great to 
see the youth providing and assisting our seniors.  
 

Trunk or Treat was lots of fun this year with the Youth hosting "Best Trunk Trophy" along 

with lots of candy and hotdogs! The Best Trunk Trophy was awarded to The Fulbright Family 

with their military zombie themed trunk.  
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This fall, the youth joined together to help rake our seniors leaves and learned new skills, such 
as using industrial size backpack leaf blower.  The snacks and thank you cards from our Sen-
iors mean so much to the youth.   
 

The youth sponsored five children through Angel Tree Program at Union Elementary.  The 
youth received financial donations from various church members and WELCA from poinset-
tia sale that was used during group shopping trip at Walmart where each youth got to shop for 
specific wish list gift and clothes for the child.  This helped the youth appreciate their own 
gifts, realize how to budget and spend money for wants and needs and focus on others before 
self.  
   
The youth did a great job with the annual Christmas Program "Symbols of Christmas" includ-
ing special music from Marshall Whitener, Ian Shepherd and Gabriel Shepherd.  The treat 
bags and refreshments afterwards made the evening complete.   
 

Sardis Youth had two lock-in this year (February and November) at the church.  These Friday 
nights were filled with fun games -basketball with Pastor Oscar as the hoop, gaga ball, hide-n-
seek, snacks, treats, movies and spending time together.  The youth also make tie blankets to 
share with those impacted by Hurricane Helene and the homeless during the lock-in.  Several 
of Sardis youth also attended the first Regional NC Synod Lock In at Trinity Lutheran in De-
cember- where they played games, went bowling and had fellowship with the Lutheran youth 
of the Hickory region.   
 

Blessings,  

April 

                Angel Tree Shopping 

                
Swimming at the 

Midgetts 

                
Making blankets 

for Disaster 
Relief 
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Worship and Music Committee Report for 2025 

The year began with the absence of Frank Griffin, our dedicated music director 
who retired at the end of 2024. We were grateful that he extended his retirement 
until December. Nena Babb served as interim organist/music director. She and 
Pastor Oscar Shepherd planned and led our worship experiences which hopefully 
brought a closeness to God for all. 

We planned and carried through with special services for Lent, Holy Week, and 
Easter. Bold Women’s Sunday was planned by the Women of the ELCA and 
featured guest speaker Kristal Manning, Executive Director of Ashure Ministries. 

Nena also directed the chancel choir and the handbell choir until the summer 
months. The congregation was asked to suggest favorite hymns for the summer 
anthems, and many volunteered favorites that were used. Everyone seemed to 
enjoy learning about the hymns through short articles in the newsletters. 

Homecoming Sunday was celebrated on September 14, and Pastor Oscar was our 
featured speaker. There were quite a few visitors who “came home” to visit 
family and friends. Everyone enjoyed a delicious potluck meal, and many helped 
with the annual God’s Work, Our Hands packing of lunch bags for the unhoused. 

In mid-October we interviewed Kenan Chronister for the music director position. 
After he met with and played for the Worship & Music Committee, we 
recommended to Council that Kenan be hired. He began his 90-day probationary 
period on November 2, 2025. We look forward to Kenan’s musical leadership. 

On Reformation Sunday, October 26, five youth confirmed the promises of their 
baptism and spoke during the sermon time. We participated with neighboring 
churches in our annual Thanksgiving Eve supper and service. It was held at 
Plateau Community Church. Sardis will host the meal and service on November 
26, 2026. 

A Blue Christmas service was held this year, and our year ended with our 
traditional Christmas Eve service at 10:30 pm and Lessons and Carols on 
December 28th. Thank you to Olivia, Gabriel, and Ian Shepherd and Marshall 
Whitener for their musical additions to the Children’s Program and to the 
Christmas Eve Service. 

We are especially thankful to the handbell choir and chancel choir members for 
the commitment each makes to bring beautiful music to our worship services and 
pleased that Mildred Fulbright has joined our choir. We encourage all members 
to continue joyfully singing and praising God no matter where you sit in the 
church. 

Blessings, Becky Gladden and Nena Babb, Co-Chairs 
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Land Use Committee Report 2025 
 

 

In 2025, the Land Use Committee began the planning process and initiated  

several projects for the property behind the church. A preliminary site layout 

was developed that includes space for future additions such as a walking track, 

outdoor worship area, meditation space, arbor/pavilion, community garden, and 

a replacement septic system. 

During this process, the committee was approached about supporting an Eagle 

Scout project that aligned with one of our planned initiatives. Working in  

partnership with Troop 275, the outdoor worship space has now been  

completed. This new space is located near the Gaga ball pit, within the area  

already maintained by the Property Committee. 

If you have ideas for the property or would like to sponsor a project, we’d love 

to hear from you. 

 

Thanks, Ben Whitener, Committee Chair 
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Order: First, Spouse, Last, Children, Street, State, Zip 
His Email, her email, home phone, his cell, her cell 

Nena  Babb  Austin  6130 Heavner Road Vale NC 28168 
nhbabb@gmail.com    7044624245  8282385700   
 
Gene Donna Biggerstaff    6626 Malcolm Road Vale NC 28168 
genebiggerstaff@gmail.com adonnabiggerstaff@gmail.com     8283810039  8283810124 
 
Joe  Biggerstaff  Samuel  6577 Malcolm Road Vale NC 28168 
biggerstaffjoe@gmail.com biggerstaffphyllis@gmail.com     8283235809  8282440988 
 
Buster  Bledsoe    6343 Providence Church Rd Vale NC 28168 
    7044622046  8284461176   
 
Terry Jill Bledsoe    6405 Providence Church Rd. Vale NC 28168 
terrybledsoe@charter.net jillbledsoe@charter.net   7044622540  8284554103  8282442184 
 
Ethan Heather Carroll  Cooper, Evie Jo  3021 Speagle Drive Vale NC 28168 
ethancarroll01@gmail.com heathercarroll3021@gmail.com     8286380735  8283104653 
 
Richard Dawn Covington    6768 Providence Church Rd. Vale NC 28168 
jrc62@hotmail.com dawnc122961@gmail.com     8282443308  8282449892 
 
Dylan Lindsey Covington  Lilllian  6599 Providence Church Rd. Vale NC 28168 
covdj94@gmail.com      8284557580   
 
Elaine  Evington    1236 Doe Run Hickory NC 28602 
keevington@yahoo.com    8282944826  8283203018   
 
William Lindsey Farnsworth  Keaton, Rhiannon, Lincoln  6346 Greedy Hwy Hickory NC 
28602 
williamfarnsworth@gmail.com farnsworthlindsey@gmail.com     8288558479  8288556535 
 
Alan  Fulbright    5620 Wagon West Road Newton NC 28658 
      8282444510   
 
Alma  Fulbright    2498 Harley Drive Hickory NC 28602 
      8282615600   
 
Ben April Fulbright  Cash  7178 Houser Road Vale NC 28168 
 aprilrichard@yahoo.com       8284467732 
 
Benny Edna Mae Fulbright    3561 Van Horne Lane Vale NC 28168 
    7044622388    7042401071 
 
David Mildred Fulbright    3787 Plateau Rd. Newton NC 28658 
 mildred.fulbright@catawbaschools.net     8289624087  8287818553 
 
Donald Evelyn Fulbright    2868 Ledford Rd. Vale NC 28168 
      8284462397  8284462317 
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Order: First, Spouse, Last, Children, Street, State, Zip 
His Email, her email, home phone, his cell, her cell 

Greg  Fulbright    6172 NC Hwy 10 W Hickory NC 28602 
      8286125125   
 
Hope  Gladden    5983 Smith Rd. Vale NC 28168 
hopedwight@gmail.com    7044622546  9802813710  
  
Jon Becky Gladden    4789 Plateau Rd. Vale NC 28168 
gladden.jon@gmail.com librarybeck@yahoo.com   7044621452  8284466481  8282346844 
 
 
Margaret  Ham    2498 Harley Drive Hickory NC 28602 
         
Faye  Hoke Rm 2033, Abernathy Laurels Faith Court, 102 Leonard Ave, Newton NC 28658    
 
Mike Felicia Hollar    5902 NC Hwy 10 W Hickory NC 28602 
mphollar.ret@gmail.com fahollar@gmail.com   7044621480  8282347028  8284461465 
 
Bryan Phyllis Hood    6700 W NC 10 Hwy Vale NC 28168 
bryan252@att.net    7044621550     
 
Catherine  Houser    6292 Smith Road Vale NC 28168 
    7044660267     
 
Carolyn  Hoyle    6390 Reepsville Rd. Vale NC 28168 
cshoyle@yahoo.com      9802417725   
 
Tommy  Hoyle    6328 Reepsville Rd Vale NC 28168 7042763483 
         
Darrell  Jarrett    4043 Wilson Rd. Vale NC 28168 
    7044624418  8282348009   
 
Wayne Elaine Jarrett    1649 Lackey Dr. Hickory NC 28602 
wayne49jarrett@gmail.com    8282941562  8288506332   
 
Christopher Dakota Johnson  Hayden  5398 Whitener Road Hickory NC 28602 
chrisjohnson5398@gmail.com haydenajohnson5398@gmail.com      8283104657  8286394467 
 
Rick  Patsy Johnson    4255 Old State Rd. Newton NC 28658 
rjosr2001@yahoo.com    7044622617  8282347951    82831088009 
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Order: First, Spouse, Last, Children, Street, State, Zip 
His Email, her email, home phone, his cell, her cell 

Amy  Jones  Kipton  2654 Weaver Road Newton NC 28658 
amyjones34@yahoo.com      8283906594   
 
Susan  Jones    2662 Blackburn School Rd. Newton NC 28658 
sjonesnewtonnc@yahoo.com    7044629991  8282443997   
 
Al Sylvia King    4814 Whitener Rd. Hickory NC 28602 
king2393@bellsouth.net thrivek@bellsouth.net   8283106425  8283106428 
 
Evan  Lail    2451 S. & W. Farm Rd. Hickory NC 28602 
    7042408927     
 
Dot  Lutz    7718 NC Hwy 10 W Vale NC 28168 
      7042403575  
 
Mike  Lutz    4319 Grovecrest Cir N. Myrtle Beach SC 29582 
mlutzpa@gmail.com      8283100212   
 
Roger  Lutz    2495 Lynn Mt. Road Vale NC 28168 
rolutz@charter.net    7044621779  8286385057  
 
Rick Rita Lutz    2485 Lynn Mtn. Rd. Vale NC 28168 
rdlutz@gmail.com rajlutz@gmail.com   7044622345  8282170834  704-418-5264 
 
Carol  Mayer    2679 Hunters  Ridge Drive Vale NC 28168 
cem2438@charter.net    7044624055     
 
Mike Sherrie Midgett  Alex  5870 NC Hwy 10 W Hickory NC 28602 
mmidgett@charter.net sherriemidgett@gmail.com     8288557160  8283207111 
 
Jane  Moretz    5843 NC Hwy 10 W Hickory NC 28602 
jmoretz@charter.net      8283028458   
 
Steve Melody Mueller    3746 Heatherbrook Trail Vale NC 28168 
 muellernc@charter.net     8286381553  8283058423 
 
Dianne  Nail    5545 NC Hwy 10 W Hickory NC 28602 
sdnail64@gmail.com      8282448379   
 
Betty  Nail    5545 NC Hwy 10 W Hickory NC 28602 
      8285205991   
 
Margaret Propst  Elaine  5770 NC Hwy 10 W Hickory NC 28602 
    7044621022  8286125355   
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Order: First, Spouse, Last, Children, Street, State, Zip 
His Email, her email, home phone, his cell, her cell 

Pete Sheila Ramsey    6140 NC Hwy 10 W Hickory NC 28602 
pete_44@netzero.com    7044622652  8283023114   
 
Renee  Ramsey    7394 R H Road Hickory NC 28602 
 
Garry Annette Richard    2918 Lou Hoyle Lane Newton NC 28658 
      8284468926   
 
Kendra  Richardson  Paislee  1605 Lynn Mtn. Road Vale NC 28168 
      8289992394   
 
Rebecca  Ritz  Nate, Rylan  7934 NC Hwy 10W Vale NC 28168 
raritz1121@gmail.com      8286383165  
  
Sandra  Roseman    1041 23rd St NE Hickory NC 28601 
sandrablossom@hotmail.com      8285148192   
         
Andy Anita Ruggles    6584 Providence Church Rd. Vale NC 28168 
ruggles@embarqmail.com      8283810189  8286383849 
 
Matthew Olivia Shepherd, Gabriel, Ian  79 4th Ave N. Taylorsville NC 28681 
pastoroshepherd@gmail.com   828-228-3078 
 
Jamie  Shiffman  Graysen Whitener  5777 Burch Street Conover NC 28163 
      8284412113   
 
Brandon Allison Short  Charlotte  3391 NC Hwy 10W Newton NC 28658 
         
Bruce Sharon Sigman    5841 Greedy Highway Hickory NC 28602 
bruce.camping@gmail.com ssigman5841@yahoo.com     8283105851  8284464760 
 
Greg Kerby Smyre  Gregory, Clay  5476 Whitener Road Hickory NC 28601 
 weaverk4707@gmail.com       8284553719 
 
Monte  Speagle  Hibriten Mtn. Nursing & Rehab, 2030 Harper Ave. NW, Lenoir NC 28645 
         
Randy Joyce Speagle    4084 Cat Square Rd. Vale NC 28168 
randyspeagle1@gmail.com    7044622600  7046660050  8286120072 
 
Nelson Kelly Speagle    1986 Lynn Mtn. Rd. Vale NC 28168 
 kspeagle@yahoo.com     7044725599  8282448002 
 
Kimmie Marie Speagle    7461 George Hildebran Rd Hickory NC 28602 
kimmiespeagle@gmail.com        9802413979 
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Order: First, Spouse, Last, Children, Street, State, Zip 
His Email, her email, home phone, his cell, her cell 

      
Ralph Wanda Stallings    4110 Old State Rd. Newton NC 28658 
 wandastallings1@gmail.com   7043253759  8282448763  8282443661 
 
Teresa  Starkey    1605 Lynn Mtn. Road Vale NC 28168 
teresastarkey@bellsouth.net    
      
Robin  Stuart  Cynthia  7831 Providence Church Rd Vale NC 28168 
rstuart74@gmail.com cstuart11081230@gmail.com     8289998923  8289998924 
 
Zachary Bailey Stuart   1768 Lynn Mt. Road, Vale NC 28168  zstuart1108@gmail.com,  
8289998922  
 
Roger Marilyn Teague    5905 NC Hwy 10 W Hickory NC 28602 
rogerteague2023@gmail.com marilynteague0425@gmail.com     8284094263  8283023526 
 
Kristin  Teague    5905 NC Hwy 10 W Hickory NC 28602 
kteague.kt@gmail.com      8284858020   
 
Dennis Denise Thompson    6396 B & F Farm Road Vale NC 28168 
drt1687@aol.com czycritter@aol.com       8283082564 
 
Betty Jo  Weaver    4267 Old State Rd Newton NC 28658 
    7044621523     
 
Kathy  Weaver    7274 Providence Church Rd. Vale NC 28168 
kdweaver7274@gmail.com      8282285719   
 
Wesley  Weaver    2660 Blackburn School Rd. Newton NC 28658 
wweaver62@yahoo.com      8284617567   
 
Alfred  Whitener    6148 NC Hwy 10 W Hickory NC 28602 
 
Ben Jennifer Whitener  Marshall, Shuford  1296 Caleb Setzer Rd Newton NC 28658 
bgwhiten@gmail.com jmcginnis0807@gmail.com     8282172177  8284618137 
 
Betty Sue  Whitener    5540 Whitener Rd. Hickory NC 28602 
    7044622665  8283100190   
                                                                                                                                                                                  
Mae Whitener    2471 S. & W. Farm Rd. Hickory NC 28602 
    7044621354     
 
Daniel Haley Whitener  Lee  13830 Carleen Way Drive Charlotte NC 28213 
         
Dwayne Barbara Whitener  Tryston, Graysen  3645 Steve Ikerd Drive NE Hickory NC 28601 
edwayne@charter.net byrdevans@charter.net   8284412113  8283818848  8283813370 
 
Kay  Whitener    4261 Pickering Dr Hickory NC 28602 
kfwhitener@icloud.com      8286124149   
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Order: First, Spouse, Last, Children, Street, State, Zip 
His Email, her email, home phone, his cell, her cell 

Ray  Whitener    3391 NC Hwy 10W Newton NC 28658 
brwhitener@bellsouth.net    8284641118  8284465597   
 
Tim Barbara J Whitener    6188 Memory Lane Hickory NC 28602 
timwhitener@gmail.com whitenerbarbara@gmail.com   7044624234  8282447993  
8282289622 
 
Jeff Rebecca Wilson  Brenna Chase  4317 Wilson Road Vale NC 28168 
jeffwilson4317@gmail.com wilson2721@gmail.com     7047462910  8282345215 
 
Debbie  Wise    1963 Lynn Mtn. Rd. Vale NC 28168 
debbieswise08@gmail.co,      7044724812   
 
Leevada  Wood  Alexis  5568 Whitener Rd. Hickory NC 28602 
woodleevada@gmail.com     8283083724   
 
Dorothea  Wyant    4319 Grovecrest Cir N. Myrtle Beach SC 29582 
josie9311@yahoo.com      8283024499   
 
Osama Carrie Youself  Laythe, Elaina, Zayde  6370 Providence Church Road Vale NC 28168 
carrieyousef@hotmail.com    7044620923  7044778848   
 
Steven  Yow  Avery, Logan  484 Gable Farm Road Boone NC 28607 
syow507@yahoo.com ashley.yow221@gmail.com     3365096413  8282912844 

Please report any corrections to: 
 
 Put note on Jane’s desk 
 Send email to secretary@sardislutheran.com 
 Phone 704-462-2081 / leave message 
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NOTES 


