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Introduction: How Language Becomes a Moral Weapon
Every era of human history in which virtues have been systematically dismantled has required a preceding dismantling of the vocabulary of virtue. The process does not announce itself. It arrives dressed as irony, slang, satire, clinical terminology, or corporate branding. Its first act is always the same: to make the names of the virtues embarrassing. Its second act is to colonise the evacuated vocabulary with new content that performs the inversion while preserving the sound of moral seriousness.
This report catalogues the principal mechanisms of this process currently active in English-language media, internet culture, and political discourse, organised into seven categories. For each phrase or slang term, the report identifies: (1) the original meaning or the virtue it displaced; (2) how it functions as a tool of moral inversion; (3) its documented use in media and political discourse; and (4) its correlation with the conceptual framework of the Philosophy of Virtues (Mattos, 2023) — specifically with Holoviceosis, Reverse Ethics, Devirtualisation, the Inversion Theorem, and the Freedophobic Man.
Arendt (1951) identified the foundational mechanism: the consistent substitution of lies for factual truth does not produce a population that believes the lies, but one that has lost the faculty of distinguishing truth from falsehood. The slang and phrases catalogued here operate at a more granular level: they do not need to be believed as propositions. They need only to make the practice of virtue feel embarrassing, performative, naive, or socially costly. That is enough to invert the fractal.
The seven categories are: (1) Terms that pathologise the exercise of virtue; (2) Terms that weaponise authentic moral language against itself; (3) Terms that replace virtues with their functional shadows; (4) Terms that neutralise moral judgment by relativising it; (5) Terms that commercialise virtue into consumption; (6) Terms that mock courage and moral resistance; and (7) Terms that engineer epistemic paralysis.

PART  I
THE COMPLETE TAXONOMY
Phrases and slang · original meaning · how they invert virtue · examples of use · FdV correlation

The table below presents 55 linguistic mechanisms identified across English-language media, social networks, and political discourse. Category headers (rows 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 36, 43, 50) are shown in bold.

	Term / Phrase
	Original virtue or meaning
	How it inverts the virtue
	Documented use
	FdV concept

	CATEGORY 1: TERMS THAT PATHOLOGISE THE EXERCISE OF VIRTUE
	
	
	
	

	Virtue signalling
	Publicly acting in accordance with one's convictions (historically: religious witness, moral testimony)
	Converts any public moral act into performance and bad faith; implies all virtue expression is self-promotion; used to dismiss moral arguments without engaging their content
	Used 73% pejoratively in UK (YouGov, 2022); right uses against left (The Conversation, 2020); dismisses mask-wearing, climate activism, anti-racism as mere grandstanding
	Holoviceosis linguistic mechanism: the word for publicly practicing virtue is renamed a vice; courage and honesty become narcissism

	Performative wokeness
	Being alert to injustice; moral consciousness (origin: AAVE, 1938/1962; BLM movement)
	Splits moral awareness into 'authentic' vs 'performative'; the accusation of performance can be applied to any act without evidence; turns the possession of social conscience into something suspect
	'Woke' used 73% pejoratively in UK by 2022; corporatised as brand strategy; weaponised against progressive causes globally (Schroeter, 2025; Sobande et al., 2022)
	Devirtualisation of the virtue of Justice: justice awareness renamed a social disease; the word 'woke' emptied of its content and turned into an insult (Inversion Theorem applied to vocabulary)

	Snowflake
	A fragile person who cannot withstand criticism or discomfort (implies the target is weak)
	Pathologises emotional sensitivity, appropriate emotional response, and the willingness to name injustice; implies that stoicism toward oppression is strength and that objecting to harm is weakness
	'Snowflake' in same cluster as SJW and woke (Sobande et al., 2022; RationalWiki); used by conservative commentators, school administrators, media to dismiss youth protest
	Inversion Theorem: the virtue of discernment and appropriate emotional signal (Phase 1 of the Three-Phase Model) renamed fragility; the Negative Existential Figure is mocked as weakness

	Triggered
	Experiencing a genuine psychological response to harm; having a trauma response
	Turns appropriate distress response or principled objection into ridicule; the internet meme weaponised the term against anyone who expresses discomfort with racist, sexist, or oppressive content
	'Triggered' as meme: millions of uses mocking people who express moral objection; 4chan / alt-right origins (RationalWiki, 2025); now mainstream internet slang
	Devirtualisation of empathy and discernment; the body's signal system (Negative Existential Figures) is presented as dysfunction; FdV: suppressing the signal is the first step toward spiritual death

	Social Justice Warrior (SJW)
	A person who fights for social justice, equal rights, and human dignity
	Labels moral commitment to equality as pathological: the 'warrior' framing implies aggression and fanaticism; the compound term delegitimises all social justice advocacy as combat rather than conscience
	Coined as contempt term to hyperbolically accuse opponents of extremism; cross-party weaponisation documented; Phelan (2019): part of neoliberal 'moralizing Others' practice
	Holoviceosis: justice advocacy renamed aggression; the person who acts virtuously is relabelled the aggressor; Reverse Ethics archetype

	Bleeding heart
	A compassionate person who is genuinely moved by suffering of others
	Pathologises compassion as weakness, excessive sentimentality, or political naivety; implies that those who care are irrational and unreliable
	Long-standing conservative insult in US political discourse; historically applied to anyone advocating for welfare, civil rights, poverty relief
	Inversion Theorem: the virtue of Compassion is renamed a defect of character; compelled compassion replaced by the suggestion that genuine compassion is itself a pathology

	CATEGORY 2: TERMS THAT WEAPONISE AUTHENTIC MORAL LANGUAGE AGAINST ITSELF
	
	
	
	

	Cancel culture
	Accountability (the original meaning): holding powerful persons responsible for harmful actions
	Inverts accountability into mob persecution; used to protect the powerful from legitimate consequences; the phrase 'cancel culture' is itself used to 'cancel' criticism of abusers
	Oxford's word of 2019; Kramer (2024): 'Constructing cancel culture — strategic scaling in stories of cancellation'; used to discredit #MeToo, anti-racism accountability, press freedom protection
	Reverse Ethics: the vocabulary of justice (accountability, consequences) used to protect the perpetrators of injustice from consequences; FdV: Holoviceosis Stage 2

	Anti-woke
	Opposition to dogmatic ideology (genuine meaning: opposing ideological conformism)
	In practice, used to label any concern for equality, inclusion, or social justice as a form of extremism to be eradicated; Florida's 'Stop WOKE Act' banned workplace and school diversity training; anti-woke became the slogan of institutional devirtualisation
	Ron DeSantis 'Stop WOKE Act' 2022; Trump executive order dismantling DEI January 2025; Fortune 100 vocabulary shifts: 'diversity' -22%, 'belonging' +59% (Paradigm, CNBC 2024-2025)
	Holoviceosis institutionalised: the language of anti-oppression (woke) is banned; devirtualisation of the virtue of Justice at institutional and legislative scale

	Political correctness (pejorative)
	Respectful, accurate language that does not cause unnecessary harm to already-marginalised groups
	Turned from a description of considerate speech into a weapon against all moral speech norms; used to dismiss calls for decency, accuracy, or non-discriminatory language as censorship
	'Politically correct' and 'political correctness' in same corpus cluster as 'woke' and 'SJW' (Schroeter, 2025); used in culture-war discourse to frame any courtesy as ideological imposition
	Devirtualisation of Honesty and Respect: precision in language (a virtue) labelled political coercion; the person who insists on accurate language is framed as the oppressor

	Radical
	Historically: willing to go to the root of a problem; reform-minded; thorough. Also: original (radical chic, Wolfe 1970)
	Used to disqualify positions as dangerously extreme before they can be evaluated; 'radical left,' 'radical feminism,' 'radical environmentalism' — the adjective does the dismissing without the argument
	Systematic use in political rhetoric; Barry Goldwater's 1964 inversion: 'extremism in the defense of liberty is no vice' — showed awareness of the term's weaponisation
	Delegitimation mode of Holoviceosis: the person who goes to the root of a problem is labelled a threat before their argument can be heard

	Conspiracy theorist
	One who questions official narratives on evidence
	Now used indiscriminately to dismiss ANY challenge to mainstream institutional positions, including legitimate investigative journalism and scientific dissent, alongside genuine paranoid fantasy
	Applied to Covid vaccine sceptics (some legitimate, some not), election integrity questions, UFO research, and established institutional corruption reporting alike
	Devirtualisation of the Virtue of the Divine (critical thinking): the exercise of independent judgment is labelled pathological; the Inversion Theorem: questioning is renamed disorder

	Toxic positivity (pejorative)
	Toxic positivity is a real phenomenon: dismissing genuine suffering with forced cheerfulness
	The term 'toxic positivity' is now also weaponised in reverse: used to dismiss genuine optimism, hope, and encouragement as suppression of negative emotions; creates cultural permission to wallow
	Psychology Today, wellness industry (2024-2025): growing discourse that labels any positive framing as potentially toxic; conflates genuine forced cheerfulness with authentic hope and joy
	Inversion Theorem: the virtue of Hope is named a potential toxin; one of the most systematic vocabulary operations against the Programmable Unconscious's positive orientation

	CATEGORY 3: TERMS THAT REPLACE VIRTUES WITH FUNCTIONAL SHADOWS
	
	
	
	

	Resilience (as corporate/neoliberal code)
	Resilience: the capacity to maintain virtue and flourishing through adversity. A genuine virtue.
	In corporate/governmental use, 'resilience' means adapting to and enduring an unjust system without challenging it; replaces the virtue of courage (change the situation) with the vice of capitulation (endure the situation); collectve failure becomes personal adaptation
	Fortune 500 HR discourse (2024-2025); government policy framing; McKinsey 'resilient leadership'; CIVICUS documents how 'resilience' framing depoliticises structural injustice
	Reverse Ethics: resilience (adaptation to the existing system) replaces courage (transformation of the existing system) while preserving the vocabulary of strength; FdV Inversion Theorem: virtue asked to perform its inversion under the same name

	Self-care
	Genuine: tending to one's physical, mental and spiritual health so one can serve others and live fully
	Commercialised as individual consumption of wellness products; depoliticises structural causes of burnout; 'treating yourself' becomes the social answer to structural injustice; the individual is told to heal alone what the system made sick
	$1.5 trillion wellness industry (2024); 'soft life' trend; LSN Global (2025): brands 'adapt their language, not their values'; self-care as commodity bypasses collective virtue
	Holoviceosis: genuine care for the soul (virtue practice, community) is replaced by consumption; the Programmable Unconscious is reprogrammed toward private gratification rather than virtuous action

	Personal brand
	Integrity: the coherence between who one is and how one presents oneself
	Replaces integrity (you are what you are) with performance management (you are what you appear to be); the 'personal brand' framework treats the self as a product whose virtues are marketing claims, not character traits
	LinkedIn professional discourse; career coaching; Gary Vaynerchuk 'hustle culture'; Gen Z influencer economy; Medium (2025): collective failure privatised as 'brand better'
	Devirtualisation of Honesty: identity as marketing decouples the self from authentic virtue; the person performs virtue rather than practising it; Inversion Theorem applied to selfhood

	Value (replacing virtue)
	Virtue: a stable disposition to excellent action, oriented toward the human good and grounded in freedom
	Values are subjective preferences; virtues are objective excellences. Replacing 'virtues' with 'values' turns morality into a menu of personal choices with no hierarchy and no normative weight
	Fortune 100 'values statements'; HR discourse; Van Zyl et al. (2023) document that positive psychology's reduction of virtue to value strips normative content; Minnesota study (2023) shows virtue vocabulary decline correlates with moral decline
	Devirtualisation par excellence: the word 'virtue' replaced by 'value' (from Medieval Latin valere: to be worth, economic) evacuates moral philosophy; FdV: linguistic Holoviceosis

	Hustle (hustle culture)
	Work ethic, diligence, industriousness: genuine virtues of dedication to one's work as service
	When institutionalised as 'hustle culture,' the virtue of diligence is inverted: overwork is glorified, rest becomes failure, the person is reduced to their productivity, all work becomes self-exploitation
	Documented to have caused 700,000+ deaths annually from overwork (ILO); 70% of US workers prioritising personal life over career by 2022; now rejected in backlash (Muscle MX, 2025)
	Inversion Theorem: the virtue of Work (Foundation Virtue in FdV) is inverted when freedom is removed from it; forced work = slavery; glorified overwork = work turned against the worker

	Authenticity (as brand)
	Genuine authenticity: being who one is without performance; integrity of character
	Co-opted by marketing as a brand characteristic: 'authentic storytelling,' 'authentic engagement,' 'authentic brand voice' — all of which are strategies of appearance management, the opposite of authenticity
	Nike 'So Win' Super Bowl 2025: 'about women without saying women'; brands 'adapt language not values' (LSN Global, 2025); 'authentic' is now the most overused word in marketing
	Reverse Ethics: authenticity (the virtue of being genuinely what one presents to be) is turned into an aesthetic of authenticity; the appearance of authenticity replaces the practice of authenticity

	CATEGORY 4: TERMS THAT NEUTRALISE MORAL JUDGMENT
	
	
	
	

	Whataboutism
	None: this is a genuine named logical fallacy (Soviet-origin propaganda technique)
	Forestalls accountability by pointing to another's wrongdoing; makes moral judgment impossible by requiring perfect consistency before any moral evaluation can proceed; protects the guilty by reference to other guilt
	Documented as Soviet propaganda technique; Wikipedia entry; used in Russia-Ukraine conflict, US political debate, and any context where accountability is threatened
	Holoviceosis mechanism of deflection: the moral vocabulary of justice (accountability) is neutralised by cross-deflection; the Inversion Theorem cannot fire if moral judgment itself is suspended

	Bothsidesism
	Genuine: ensuring balanced coverage of contested issues
	False equivalence: treating morally unequal positions as equally valid to appear balanced; paralyses moral judgment by mandating artificial neutrality
	Irish Times (2025) on sanewashing: 'succumbing to bothsidesism'; framing Trump rally alongside democratic response as equivalent; climate denial treated as 'one side'
	Devirtualisation of the Virtue of the Divine (critical thinking and discernment); the capacity to distinguish truth from falsehood is named bias; impartiality becomes indistinguishable from false balance

	Sanewashing
	None: new coinage. Oxford Word of the Year discussions 2024
	Making extreme, incoherent, or dangerous speech appear normal and rational by paraphrasing it coherently; the media practice that Arendt's 'non-thinking situation' relies on
	Oxford English Dictionary discussions 2024; Psychology Today (2025); Irish Times (2025): 'sanewashing is the most consequential media trend of this decade's miserable midpoint'
	Reverse Ethics in media form: journalism's virtue of accuracy (reporting what was actually said) is inverted into journalism's vice of normalisation (making the outrageous appear acceptable)

	Gaslighting
	None: clinical term for a specific form of psychological abuse
	Overextension: used so broadly that it dilutes its real meaning while also functioning in political discourse as a dismissal of legitimate disagreement ('you're gaslighting me')
	Western Technical College LibGuide (2026); Iowa Capital Dispatch (2022); Psychology Today (2025); also used to dismiss genuine concerns as manipulation
	Linguistic Holoviceosis: a term for a real abuse (gaslighting) is both over-applied (losing its power to name the real thing) and used as a dismissal weapon

	It is what it is
	Acceptance, equanimity in the face of the unchangeable (genuine virtue)
	Used as a conversation-stopper that naturalises preventable harm; forecloses critique of systemic injustice; becomes a linguistic mechanism for normalising vice as inevitable reality
	Popularised in Trump political discourse as response to Covid deaths and policy failures; widespread in corporate culture to shut down challenge
	Inversion Theorem: the virtue of equanimity (accepting what cannot be changed) is applied to what can and should be changed; the freedom to act is named delusion

	Moving the goalposts
	None: this names a real fallacy
	Used defensively to dismiss any evolution of standards as manipulation; makes the consistent raising of ethical standards appear dishonest
	Widely used in culture war debates to dismiss evolving understanding of consent, inclusion, and rights as rule-changing
	Devirtualisation of Science and Study: the capacity to learn and update one's moral understanding is framed as cheating

	That's just your opinion
	Genuine: distinguishing personal preference from established fact
	Used to relativise all moral claims, collapsing the distinction between factual moral reasoning and arbitrary preference; neutralises all normative argument
	Pervasive in online debate; documented in linguistic manipulation literature (The Expose, 2025); used specifically against moral arguments about injustice
	Devirtualisation of the Virtue of the Divine (critical thinking): the capacity to distinguish better and worse moral reasoning is named mere subjectivity; the vocabulary of moral rationality is emptied

	CATEGORY 5: TERMS THAT COMMERCIALISE VIRTUE INTO CONSUMPTION
	
	
	
	

	ESG (Environmental, Social, Governance)
	Genuine attempt to incorporate ethical considerations into corporate governance
	Turned into a compliance checklist and marketing instrument; 'ESG-washing' (performing virtue for investors without substantive change); now politically weaponised on both left (greenwashing) and right (anti-woke investment)
	Bright et al. (2025): virtue ethics in business reduced to compliance metrics; LSN Global (2025): DEI rebranded as 'Walmart for everyone'; word 'diversity' down 22% in Fortune 100
	Reverse Ethics in corporate form: the vocabulary of justice (equity, inclusion) is retained while the substance is abandoned; the form of virtue without the freedom that constitutes it

	Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI, weaponised)
	Genuine programme addressing systemic inequality and building just institutions
	Politically weaponised: Trump executive order dismantling DEI January 2025; companies rebranding to avoid political backlash while claiming same values; the vocabulary itself becomes dangerous to use
	CNBC (2024-2025): 'diversity' -22%, 'belonging' +59% in Fortune 100; Lush renamed bath bombs; Nike ad 'about women without using the word women'
	Holoviceosis Mode 3 (Infiltration) at vocabulary level: the names of the virtues of justice are administratively banned; devirtualisation through legislation

	Purpose-driven (corporate)
	Genuine purpose: the orientation of one's work and life toward the human good beyond self-interest
	Co-opted as corporate brand identity; 'purpose-driven companies' use purpose as competitive advantage; purpose becomes a marketing claim rather than a moral commitment
	McKinsey, Deloitte reports on 'purpose-driven organisations'; consultant discourse; replaces genuine moral purpose with brand differentiation
	Inversion Theorem applied to work: the virtue of Work (orientation toward genuine good) is transformed into marketing strategy; purpose as brand is the performance of purpose without the freedom of genuine choice

	Empowerment
	Genuine: enabling people to exercise their own power and freedom
	Adopted by wellness industry, corporate HR, and consumer marketing as empty motivational vocabulary: 'empowering women' in shampoo adverts; 'empowerment' as product narrative
	Nike 'So Win' (2025); Sephora 'Beauty and Belonging'; HR 'employee empowerment' discourse; wellness industry (Heights Wellness 2026: 'be unstoppable')
	Devirtualisation of Freedom: the word for the act of restoring freedom to those who lack it becomes a consumer aspiration detached from any structural change

	Sustainability
	Genuine virtue of prudence: taking only what can be regenerated; caring for future generations
	Co-opted as brand identity and marketing claim: 'sustainable fashion,' 'sustainable growth,' 'sustainable luxury'; the word becomes a label for products at premium prices
	Amherst Student (2025): 'sustainable now just means marketable, fuelling an influencer economy built on selling anti-consumerism'
	Inversion Theorem: the virtue of prudence (restraint oriented toward the common good) becomes a consumption category; buying 'sustainable' products replaces practising sustainable virtue

	Wellness
	Genuine: the integrated flourishing of body, mind, and soul; the Gioia at the physical level
	Commercialised as a $1.5 trillion industry of products, apps, retreats, and supplements; replaces actual virtuous living with the purchase of well-being aesthetics; decouples flourishing from virtue
	LSN Global (2025); Heights Wellness Retreat (2026); Self Care Sisterhood; self-care as trend detached from moral practice; individual therapeutic solutions to structural problems
	Devirtualisation of the Gioia: the feeling associated with virtuous action (genuine wellness) is commercialised as a product category; the fractal is decoupled from freedom and virtue

	CATEGORY 6: TERMS THAT MOCK COURAGE AND MORAL RESISTANCE
	
	
	
	

	Karen (pejorative)
	None: the term was coined to name a specific pattern of privileged entitlement in interactions with service workers
	Expanded to mock any woman (or anyone) who complains, objects, or demands accountability, regardless of whether the complaint is legitimate; weaponised to silence legitimate protest
	Urban Dictionary; social media; used to dismiss women who report crimes, raise safety concerns, or demand services they are entitled to
	Inversion Theorem: the courage to name a problem is renamed entitlement; the person who speaks up is mocked while the problem remains; Reverse Ethics: courageous speech becomes the vice

	OK boomer
	Generational critique of self-interest (legitimate)
	Extended into a dismissal of any elder perspective, including genuine wisdom; replaces the virtue of honouring earned wisdom with contempt for generational knowledge
	Merriam-Webster added 2020; viral 2019; used in NZ parliament; now broadly deployed to shut down intergenerational dialogue
	Devirtualisation of Wisdom: the accumulated knowledge of experience is named irrelevance; the virtue of honouring one's elders (Foundation Virtue in FdV) is inverted into contempt

	Cringe
	Genuine: a physical or emotional recoil from something embarrassing or shameful
	Used culturally to pathologise sincerity, genuine enthusiasm, moral seriousness, and earnest commitment; 'cringe' culture makes it socially costly to be sincere; sincerity itself becomes embarrassing
	Oxford Word of Year shortlist (2024); widespread in Gen Z discourse; 'cringe compilations'; the 'cringe' label applied to anyone who expresses genuine emotion, faith, or moral conviction
	Devirtualisation of all sincere virtue practice: the social cost of being 'cringe' suppresses genuine moral expression; the Programmable Unconscious is reconfigured toward irony as default mode

	Try-hard
	A person who makes genuine effort; one who cares about excellence
	Pathologises genuine effort, commitment, and striving for excellence; implies that caring too much is a social failure; makes excellence embarrassing
	Widespread youth slang; documented in multiple slang surveys (2024-2025); applied to students who study hard, athletes who train seriously, and anyone who takes anything seriously
	Inversion Theorem: the virtue of diligence and excellence is named social failure; excellence becomes embarrassing; the Foundation Virtue of Work is mocked into inactivity

	Bootlicker / Simp
	Originally: servile compliance with power at personal cost
	These terms, when applied without discrimination, turn loyalty, admiration, and devoted service into contemptible weakness; genuine admiration of virtue becomes suspicious
	'Simp' entered dictionaries (Merriam-Webster 2022); used on social media to mock anyone who expresses loyalty, service, or admiration toward another person; chills positive relational expression
	Devirtualisation of Love and Family: genuine loyalty and affection are named servility; the Foundation Virtue of Love is associated with weakness and contemptibility

	Cope / Touching grass
	'Cope': from genuine use in mental health (coping with difficulty); 'touch grass': go outside, disconnect from online obsession
	Used as dismissal rhetoric: 'you just can't cope' shuts down legitimate disagreement; 'touch grass' implies the speaker is out of touch with reality, dismissing their serious argument with irony
	Dictionary.com (2024) trending slang survey; widespread in online political debate; 'cope' applied to anyone who expresses disappointment with a political outcome
	Inversion Theorem: the virtue of legitimate grievance and rational objection is named psychological inability to cope; moral speech becomes a symptom

	Delulu
	From 'delusional': actually believing false things as if true
	Expanded to mock anyone with ambitious goals, idealistic convictions, or moral certainty; turns hope and commitment into pathological delusion
	Google trending 2024; Cambridge Dictionary added; widely applied to anyone who believes things will improve, or who holds strong moral convictions
	Devirtualisation of Hope: the virtue of Hope (Foundation Virtue in FdV) is renamed a mental disorder; the Gioia — the aliveness of virtue in action — is relabelled delusional energy

	CATEGORY 7: TERMS THAT ENGINEER EPISTEMIC PARALYSIS
	
	
	
	

	Disinformation (as weapon against truth)
	Genuine: intentionally false information spread to deceive (a real phenomenon)
	The accusation of 'disinformation' is now routinely applied to true but inconvenient information; Carnegie Endowment (2024) documents researchers being labelled 'disinformation spreaders' for studying disinformation
	Carnegie Endowment (2024): Stanford researchers faced lawsuits, hearings, and harassment for studying disinformation; state court rulings blocked communication of misinformation findings
	Reverse Ethics: the vocabulary of truth-protection (anti-disinformation) used to suppress truth; the person who names the lie is labelled the liar; epistemic Holoviceosis

	Post-truth
	Genuine: describing a condition in which appeals to emotion override factual evidence
	Normalises the condition it names; once 'post-truth' becomes the accepted name for the era, factual truth is implicitly accepted as obsolete; the diagnosis becomes the resignation
	Oxford Word of the Year 2016; widespread academic and media use; the term's acceptance normalises what it should alarm; Medium (2025): 'they successfully erased truth, not only as a virtue, but as a concept'
	Devirtualisation of Science and of the Virtue of the Divine: truth — the content of the virtue of Honesty — is named a historical phase; the Programmable Unconscious is reconfigured toward factual indifference

	Fake news
	Genuine: referring to fabricated news stories designed to deceive (a real phenomenon)
	Weaponised to dismiss any factual reporting that is inconvenient; Trump's use to discredit legitimate journalism created a generation of citizens unable to distinguish fabricated from factual reporting
	Trump White House (2016+); exported to autocratic regimes globally (V-Dem documents 'fake news' laws used to jail journalists in 45+ countries by 2024)
	Holoviceosis information mechanism: the vocabulary of epistemological protection (identifying false news) is inverted into a weapon against accurate news; truth becomes one of two equally valid 'fake news' claims

	Deep fake
	Genuine: AI-generated synthetic media that mimics real persons
	Beyond its technical meaning, 'deep fake' has created a broader culture of plausible deniability: any genuine video or audio recording can now be dismissed as a potential deep fake, making documentary evidence unstable
	Oxford English Dictionary added 2024; widespread media discussion; Britannica (2026): authoritarian regimes use AI-generated narratives; BBC report: deep fakes in election interference
	Epistemic Holoviceosis: the technology creates a condition in which nothing can be verified; not by replacing truth with a lie, but by making the category of verification itself unreliable

	Rage bait
	Genuine: content designed to provoke anger for engagement
	Oxford Word of the Year 2025 (usage tripled 2024); once named, the term creates a secondary effect: any content that generates genuine moral outrage can be dismissed as rage bait
	Oxford Word of the Year 2025; tripled in usage 2024 (Kinja, 2026); used to dismiss genuine moral alarm as manufactured sentiment
	Inversion Theorem applied to moral emotion: the Instrumental Virtuous Emotion of righteous anger (Sasse et al., 2022) is labelled manufactured outrage; the moral response is neutralised by naming it as a product

	Alternative facts
	None: a known oxymoron
	Directly named the practice of replacing fact with assertion; the phrase itself legitimised factual pluralism as a political practice
	Kellyanne Conway, January 22, 2017; became immediately iconic as a signal of explicit Reverse Ethics in political language; applied globally as a playbook
	Reverse Ethics made explicit: the word 'facts' (honesty, truth) colonised by the word 'alternative' (there are other equally valid facts); the Foundation Virtue of Honesty is formally deconstituted in political vocabulary

	Nothing burger
	A non-issue; used to dismiss serious matters as insignificant
	Applied to genuine scandals, human rights abuses, and verified wrongdoing to minimise public concern; creates cultural permission to ignore confirmed harm
	Fox News, Breitbart (2017+); applied to Watergate-scale political scandals; used to dismiss evidence of corruption
	Holoviceosis mechanism of trivialisation: the vocabulary of moral seriousness is replaced by infantilising diminutives; the social cost of caring about injustice is raised by making care appear naive




PART  II
ANALYSIS
Patterns, mechanisms, and correlations with the Philosophy of Virtues


Pattern Analysis
1.  The Seven Structural Mechanisms
Examining the 55 terms across the seven categories, seven structural mechanisms emerge. These are not random linguistic drift. Each represents a specific operation against a specific class of virtue.
Mechanism 1: The Pathologisation of Moral Expression
The largest single category (terms that pathologise the exercise of virtue) works by attaching clinical or psychological stigma to virtuous behaviour. 'Snowflake' (fragility), 'triggered' (trauma response), 'toxic positivity' (forced cheerfulness syndrome) — each takes a genuine clinical concept and expands it to cover normal moral expression. The person who expresses appropriate moral distress is labelled mentally fragile. The person who expresses genuine hope is labelled cognitively impaired ('delulu'). The effect is to make the exercise of virtue psychologically suspect: to practise virtue is to display a pathology.
The Philosophy of Virtues identifies this as the inversion of the Negative Existential Figures: rather than reading the body's signals as diagnostics pointing toward misalignment, pathologisation labels the signal itself as the disorder. The smoke alarm is not merely silenced — it is named the cause of the fire.
Mechanism 2: The Colonisation of Virtue Vocabulary
The most structurally important mechanism is the colonisation of virtue vocabulary — taking the specific words that name virtues and filling them with new content that either negates the virtue or converts it into its functional shadow. 'Woke' (moral consciousness → ideological disease), 'virtue signalling' (public moral witness → narcissistic performance), 'resilience' (capacity to transform adversity → adaptation to injustice), 'empowerment' (restoration of freedom → consumer aspiration), 'sustainability' (prudential virtue → marketing category).
This mechanism is the direct empirical content of the Devirtualisation concept. Once the words are colonised, the virtues they name become unnameable. The Minnesota study (Multiple Authors, 2023) and Van Zyl et al. (2023) demonstrate that vocabulary decline predicts moral development decline. The sequence is precise: colonise the vocabulary → empty the concepts → make the virtues unnameable → make the virtues un-practicable → complete devirtualisation.
Mechanism 3: The Relativisation of Moral Judgment
Whataboutism, bothsidesism, 'that's just your opinion,' and post-truth collectively create a condition in which moral judgment becomes structurally impossible. Each term, when successfully deployed, prevents the application of any normative standard. Whataboutism prevents accountability. Bothsidesism prevents evaluation. 'Just your opinion' prevents argument. 'Post-truth' prevents factual grounding. Together they constitute what Arendt named the 'non-thinking situation' — the condition in which the Freedophobic Man cannot form independent moral judgment because the vocabulary of moral judgment has been systematically dismantled.
Mechanism 4: The Commercialisation of Virtue
The welfare, wellness, personal brand, ESG, DEI, sustainability, and empowerment cluster demonstrates a specific form of devirtualisation: virtues are not negated but purchased. When virtue becomes a consumer category — something you acquire through a product, a retreat, a supplement, or a subscription service — it is formally decoupled from the only thing that makes it a virtue: the free choice to practise it. The Inversion Theorem applies: a virtue that is purchased is not a virtue but its commercial shadow.
Mechanism 5: The Derision of Sincerity
'Cringe,' 'try-hard,' 'delulu,' 'simp,' and 'bootlicker' form a coherent system: they impose a social cost on sincerity, genuine effort, earnest commitment, and authentic expression of care. The cumulative effect is to make irony and detachment the default modes of public self-presentation. In a culture where sincerity is cringe, the Gioia — the dynamic aliveness of virtue in free execution — becomes socially dangerous to express. The Fractal of Virtue requires sincere, free expression. Cultures that make sincerity embarrassing are cultures in which the Fractal of Virtue cannot operate at Scale 2 (interpersonal) or beyond.
Mechanism 6: The Epistemic Destruction of Truth
'Fake news,' 'deep fake,' 'alternative facts,' 'disinformation' (as weapon), 'post-truth,' 'rage bait,' and 'nothing burger' form the epistemological layer of Holoviceosis: the systematic destruction of the shared factual ground on which all moral reasoning depends. Arendt's prediction is precise: not that the lies will be believed, but that the distinction between truth and falsehood will be destroyed. Once that distinction is destroyed, the Virtue of the Divine (critical thinking, discernment, the Desvendar) cannot operate. The Fractal of Virtue requires truth as its medium; the epistemological destruction of truth is the destruction of the medium in which virtue exists.
Mechanism 7: The Reverse Ethics Signature
The most structurally revealing terms are those that use virtue vocabulary to perform vice: 'sanewashing' (using journalistic accuracy norms to normalise extremism), 'cancel culture' (using accountability language to protect the unaccountable), 'anti-woke' (using justice vocabulary to destroy justice institutions), 'ESG-washing' (using sustainability vocabulary to continue unsustainable practice), 'alternative facts' (using the word 'facts' to eliminate the concept of facts). Each of these is a clean instance of Reverse Ethics: the planned, deliberate inversion of moral values deployed through the vocabulary of moral values. The Philosophy of Virtues is the only framework in the reviewed literature that names this mechanism precisely and derives it from structural first principles (the Inversion Theorem).

Correlations
2.  Correlations with the Philosophy of Virtues
The 55 terms documented above map onto the conceptual framework of the Philosophy of Virtues with striking precision. The table below presents the direct correlations.

	FdV Concept
	Terms that instantiate it
	Mechanism

	Holoviceosis (systematic substitution of virtues by vices)
	Cancel culture (accountability → mob), Anti-woke (justice → dogma), ESG-washing, DEI dismantling, Fake news (truth → label), Alternative facts
	Stage 1: vocabulary capture; Stage 2: institutional inversion; Stage 3: legislative devirtualisation

	Reverse Ethics (virtue vocabulary used to enforce vice)
	Sanewashing, Virtue signalling (witness → narcissism), Cancel culture, Anti-woke, Alternative facts, Disinformation-as-weapon
	The planned, deliberate inversion: the word for the virtue becomes the name of the vice

	Devirtualisation (erosion of virtue vocabulary)
	Woke, Resilience (neoliberal), Value (replacing virtue), Political correctness (pejorative), OK boomer, Post-truth
	Vocabulary erasure: the words that name virtues are emptied, banned, or colonised

	Inversion Theorem (virtue minus freedom = vice)
	Hustle culture (work → exploitation), Self-care (care → consumption), Resilience (strength → capitulation), Authenticity (integrity → brand), ESG (justice → compliance)
	The virtue is retained as a word but its freedom-content is removed; the inverted form performs under the original name

	Devirtualisation of the Virtue of the Divine (critical thinking)
	Fake news, Deep fake, Post-truth, Alternative facts, Conspiracy theorist (blanket), Rage bait, Nothing burger
	Epistemic destruction: the medium in which critical judgment operates (shared factual ground) is systematically demolished

	Pathologisation of Existential Figures
	Snowflake, Triggered, Toxic positivity (pejorative), Delulu, Cringe
	The body's and soul's moral signal system is named pathology; Phase 1 of the Three-Phase Model is suppressed before it can lead to awakening

	Freedophobic Man (product of sustained Holoviceosis)
	Try-hard, Cope, Simp/bootlicker, It is what it is, Cringe
	These terms produce and reward the Freedophobic Man: the person who has internalised the suppression of aspiration, genuine care, and moral resistance as the socially correct mode of existence




Timeline
3.  The Timeline of Linguistic Holoviceosis
Tracing the terms chronologically reveals a structured process, not random linguistic drift. The sequence follows the seven modes of the Would-Be Autocrats' Toolkit (Ordanoski & Angiolillo, 2025) applied at the cultural-linguistic level:
Phase 1 — Restriction (1980s–2000s): 'Bleeding heart,' 'politically correct' (pejorative), 'do-gooder' — the early vocabulary that began making compassion and social justice advocacy embarrassing in mainstream discourse.
Phase 2 — Manipulation (2010s): 'Virtue signalling' (2015), 'snowflake' (2016), 'triggered' (2016), 'social justice warrior,' 'fake news' (2016) — the weaponisation of the internet and social media to systematically pathologise progressive moral language at scale.
Phase 3 — Infiltration (2018–2022): 'Cancel culture,' 'woke' (pejorative), 'ESG/DEI (weaponised),' 'anti-woke' — the vocabulary enters institutional discourse; legislatures, corporations, and universities adopt or respond to the newly inverted vocabulary.
Phase 4 — Prohibition (2023–2026): Administrative banning of 'DEI,' 'diversity,' 'equity'; executive orders; 'alternative facts' institutionalised; 'sanewashing' as dominant media mode; 'deep fake' creating universal epistemic deniability; 'rage bait' named Oxford Word of the Year 2025 — moral alarm itself labelled a manipulative product.
The Philosophy of Virtues diagnosis is confirmed: we are not witnessing random cultural change. We are witnessing Holoviceosis in its linguistic dimension, proceeding through the same seven modes identified in the political domain, operating on the vocabulary of the virtues with the precision of a deliberate strategy.
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VVV
The first act of Holoviceosis is always linguistic.
Name the inversion. Name it precisely. Name it first.
— Synthesis: Philosophy of Virtues × Language Survey 2026
