AIS

WELCOME
TO THE

ALGARVE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
Our vision is to provide an outstanding education - focusing on the whole child for all of the students in our care. We understand what matters and what makes a
difference to learning. We will ensure that our staff, at all levels, promote a
culture of encouragement, inclusion, ambition, inspiration, challenge, support
and achievement.
Possessing a healthy growth-mindset and a 'can do' attitude on the journey from
childhood to adulthood is of the utmost importance. AIS will provide our
students with the knowledge, skills, ethics, respect, understanding and empathy
that is fundamental to building character.
Your children are our priority and the care and support that we provide will allow
every child to excel in their own unique way. Our aim is to create amazing
opportunities and experiences for students and collaborate effectively with
parents, who are our most valued partners. This will help us to build upon our
plan: to further develop AIS into a happy place where children come to learn.
Communication is key; we wish to work together with you the parents and offer
transparency on every occasion.
It is our intention to grow smoothly and steadily towards being an inclusive
school where all children are given the opportunity to become the very best
versions of themselves with self belief and confidence.

BECAUSE EDUCATION MATTERS
ALGARVE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

ABOUT OUR SCHOOL
Children can attend the Algarve International School from the age of five to eighteen years old, progressing
from Year 1 right through until the end of the A level examinations in Year 13. Our maximum class size is set to
twelve students per class. AIS is a micro-school that cares, educates the whole child, has high academic
standards and offers a more holistic approach to learning.
Our small class sizes coupled with the highly qualified and experienced teachers enable a happier, more solid
education. Your child will certainly receive the attention they need.
At AIS we have an incredibly strong team consisting of 22 qualified teachers, 2 teaching assistants and 2
administrative staff , 1 midday supervisor and a school cleaner. Working together we will supply a nurturing
environment that promotes growth.
Growing by almost 300% from when we first opened our school doors in December 2019, AIS are thrilled to
have begun to expand our school in order to cater for our new intake and primary students.
The AIS Campus includes three teaching areas onsite at our prestigious location on the doorstep of Vale do
lobo.
A twelve classroom student centre (site A), a smaller three room centre (site B) and our two room space close to
The Algarve Tennis and Fitness Centre.
Site A - Student Centre - For Primary to Year 10
Site B - Student Centre - Our Science block (Middle and Upper school)
Site C - Predominantly an A-level Centre. (Upper school)
(the above key may be subject to change in relation to the upper year groups)
We work closely with The Algarve Tennis and Fitness Centre and have access to a playground space with a
basketball hoop on the upper level, sports courts for football, basketball, padel and tennis plus a studio space
for Yoga, Mindfulness, Dance and Drama.
The Algarve International School is an official Pearson Edexcel centre following the British curriculum.
New for this academic year, is that the AIS Primary curriculum will be taught in both English and Portuguese.
Our experienced Primary teachers all bi-lingual and are under the instruction of our Primary coordinator who
has adapted the curriculum to incorporate both the Portuguese and English language.
Our Secondary division follows the British curriculum fully resulting in the iGCSE and A level examinations
which take place from Year 10 onwards ( iGCSE's - Year 10 and 11, A levels - Year 12 and 13).
A levels are a requisite when applying for further education at University.
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OUR MISSION
To individualise learning through small class sizes and a bespoke approach.
To ignite an interest in the world around us and teach all students to be global citizens.
To balance exam success with sport, creativity and music.
To encourage the use of information and communication technology in daily life as a modern and forwardthinking school.
To create a supportive, nurturing environment in which every child will thrive and flourish
To ensure a lifelong love of learning in every child by guaranteeing that each child experiences academic
success.
To develop interpersonal skills such as maturity, responsibility, leadership, communication and collaboration.
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EDUCATING THE WHOLE CHILD

Teaching the whole child requires taking the time to get to know students as individuals.
As AIS is a micro-school with a smaller number of students per class, we can take this time to get to know our
students on a special level. These healthy relationships provide support and result in all parties, teachers,
students and parents feeling respected, encouraged and cared about.
Student success starts with defining education and getting the classroom culture right for the whole child.
Academic education
The caliber of teaching staff at AIS is second to none, here in the Algarve.
We have truly taken time to hand pick our team of teachers who are not only highly qualified, but highly
experienced and more importantly will operate with care. They will be fantastic role models. Your child's
academic education is in great hands and all the teaching team at AIS will support and encourage each
individual child to become the very best version of themselves. Academically we will cover each curriculum well
and prepare our students for the global economy we live in. One that requires our students to be prepared to
think both critically and creatively, evaluate information, solve complex problems and communicate well.
AIS students will be given a solid foundation in reading, writing, maths, and other core subjects.
The school is a firm supporter of project based learning, play based learning and learning outside the classroom
in Primary especially. Throughout the whole school we focus on the importance of students acquiring a growth
mindset.

Social and Emotional Education
We believe that social and emotional learning plays a role in every aspect of education and provides students
with necessary 21st-century skills to be happy in their futures. To support a 'social' culture within our school we
make it not only a place to learn academics but also an opportunity to teach life skills that will serve them
beyond the classroom, like self-care, community involvement, and fostering a sense of connection and
belonging. Listening to students views, giving them a voice, leading by example to model healthy behaviors,
relationships, and positive interactions is important for our productive school environment.
By encouraging our students to be involved in both the local and global community, inspiring them to become
environmentally aware, helping them to accept others and accept their own behaviour will allow them to
develop socially. We want your children to be upstanding members of the school community, to foster positive
attitudes and behaviour towards others and to become socially confident, recognising the choices and
opportunities for lifelong learning.
Our students will learn to understand their emotions in lessons and workshops timetabled to provide them with
tools to calm their minds in times of stress or anxiety, to balance their thinking, so to gain clarity and to focus.
As a school we will strive to develop self-esteem and a sense of personal responsibility for each child and will
promote self-respect, respect for others as well as celebrate diversity.
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"Educating the mind without educating
the heart is no education at all"
Aristotle

Wellness
When a child or teenager feels well in body, mind and soul then they are more likely to be happy.
We care about your each child's well being and understand that every child has unique needs. Longterm AIS
hopes to improve in students’ educational outcomes while addressing school health in a planned, integrated
and holistic way.
To implement wellness in to our school curriculum we provide lessons such as Mindfulness, Yoga and PSHE
(Personal, Social and Health Education) thus helping children to grow confidently and happily. Meditation,
tapping and simple breathing exercises are all techniques to balance and regulate one's inner being.
Our goal is to teach strategies to overcome any worries, fears, anxieties or struggles students may have and to
show them the benefits of adopting a growth mindset and a 'can do' attitude. If a child believes they can
achieve, with determination and perseverance, they will do just that.

Community
A healthy school community is one that improves and protects the health of everyone.
Developing the AIS school community is paramount and will offer students and parents a real sense of
belonging.
We, at AIS, will be proactive in arranging for this to happen.
Building relationships with the outside community regularly through a variety of events will strengthen
confidence, belief and give a wonderful feel of togetherness, one that is missing from a society where children
spend hours on end connected to their devices. Together we can make a change for the future. It's bright.
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SCHOOL INFORMATION
SCHOOL DROP OFF AND PICK UP.

BEHAVIOUR

When dropping off or collecting your child at school,
please use the car park spaces on the school side of
the car-park. The car-park may become quite
crowded in the morning so we strongly suggest an
anti-clockwise flow once you enter through the gate.
If you need to park please do so sensibly and be
aware of other cars that may be reversing out to
leave.

We aim to provide a safe and happy environment in
which children can develop self-esteem and respect for
others. Bullying is not tolerated. AIS students will be
treated with the utmost respect and courtesy by all
adults in the school and are expected to respond
appropriately.
Our school values underpin all that we do: trust,
kindness, cooperation, determination, politeness,
honesty and fairness are what we expect from all at AIS.
Good behaviour is rewarded.
We expect our older students to lead by example.
The AIS behaviour guidelines, which should be adhered
to at all times, can be summarised as follows:

ATTENDANCE
School attendance is considered to be a first priority
for pupils during school terms. AIS does not
encourage absence for reasons other than ill health.
Should it be necessary to take a child out of school
for any other purpose, permission should be
requested from the School Office in writing or via
email: admin@algarveinternationalschool.com.
Requests for holidays during term time will be
classified as unauthorised absences unless it is for
compassionate reasons.
Please note: Whilst we encourage 100% attendance
please do not send your child in if they are obviously
unwell at the start of the day

HEALTH AND SAFETY
Your child's safety whilst on the AIS premises or
indeed on educational visits is paramount. Parental
permission is required for all excursions.
We ask that parents advise us if your child suffers from
any medical condition, allergy, including food allergies
or if they need to take regular medication.
Parents are required to advise us immediately if your
child has any infectious disease such as measles,
impetigo, headlice, conjunctivitus, mumps or any
other.

Respect yourself and your work.
Respect other pupils.
Respect all adults in school.
Respect the school.

BULLYING
Attempts to bully will quite predictably happen at our
school as in any other. AIS have absolutely zero tolerance
to this harmful behaviour.
As the school is small we hope we are able to recognise if
there is a case, however if it has gone under the radar
and you are concerned about your child or any student
please do make us aware and mindful action will be
taken.
If a case of bullying is apparent or reported we will
always take time to diffuse the action, speak with all
parties involved and find the solution. Pupils who bully
are usually doing so because they are deeply unhappy;
at AIS we want to stop the behaviour but support the
bully as well as the victim.
We must emphasise to all students that at AIS that we do
not tolerate bullying of any description including
homophobia, racism or any other form of discrimination.
All pupils have the right to enjoy their education in safe
and secure surroundings. Anyone breaching these
conditions will be dealt with in a productive manner.
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OPENING HOURS

UNIFORM

The Algarve International School day begins at 9am
with an assembly. Please ensure that all students
arrive in good time for this important daily occasion.
The day finishes at 3.30pm with after school clubs
starting at 3.45pm until 4.45pm. Please see page
titled 'The AIS day'.

To begin our academic year a royal blue polo shirt
endorsed with the school's logo will be available to
purchase. In the folder attached with this booklet
you will find an order sheet for subsequent polo
shirts in an array of colours that you and your child
can choose from. All students will be required to
have a Royal blue polo shirt for occasions. Other
than that students are permitted to wear whichever
colour of school polo shirt they prefer.

FOOD
Please supply your child with a water bottle each
day. Water dispensers are available at the school for
refills. It is important for children's learning to
replenish and maintain the balance of water in the
body by taking in enough fluids during the school
day.
As snacks we prefer and encourage children to eat
healthily and to bring a fruit or vegetable snacks
rather than sugary snacks.
Occasionally, parents will be asked to provide
packed lunch for school outings and such (the same
rules apply as for snacks).

Any item of uniform must be clearly marked with your
child's name, so to prevent loss and confusion.

SPORTS/PE WEAR
We will be running a whole-school competition to
design our AIS Sports t-shirt. In the meantime we ask
please that plain white T-shirts are worn with suitable
shorts or tracksuit bottoms. No jeans are to be worn
for physical education. Clothing that enables
movement is essential and the appropriate footwear
such as trainers is expected to be worn for all sports
lessons.

LUNCH
AIS offers a delicious freshly cooked school lunch
menu in conjuncion with The Soul Food Cafe based
at ATF. There are several options, including a main
meal, soup or a baguette option. A school lunch
menu for September has been sent out to you via
email and is present in this folder. Vegetarian or
gluten free meal options are also available upon
request.
LIBRARY
We would like to develop a great library for the
children at AIS. Our aim is to encourage a love of
reading and literacy. We intend to regularly acquire
books allowing the students to progress in their
reading levels.
If you have any unwanted books at home suitable for
our 3-18 year old age group then we would welcome
donations. All books received will be cleaned and
disinfected before becoming a part of the library to
keep us all safe and well.
Books or bags of books can be left in reception at the
main building.

HOMEWORK
We would like you to be active in your child’s school
work, to discuss relevant assignments and chat with
your child about the unit of inquiry or project at hand.
Primary students will have very limited homework, it
may be a case of reading, learning new words or a
task you can complete together at home as a family.
We do not give homework for homework's sake.
In Secondary, students will receive homework which
supports and aids their learning. At key stage 3,4 and 5
setting relevant homework enables the teacher to
gauge whether each student has gained
comprehension of current work or module.
Parents are of course welcome to come and visit us at
school, to communicate any concerns you have with
with relevant staff. Convenient appointments will be
made.
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MOBILE PHONES

PARENT ENGAGEMENT/PTA

No mobile phones are allowed for primary school
pupils.
In secondary school, we recognise that mobile
phones are often a useful learning tool. They will be
allowed to be used in lessons only with teachers'
express permission and under their supervision.
Pupils will be allowed to use mobile phones during
break and lunchtimes. However, it must be
recognised that this is a privilege that can be
revoked at the Directors' discretion.
If pupils are found to be misusing their phone, or
any other devices, these devices will be confiscated
and kept in the office for collection at the end of the
day. Repeated infractions will result in a total ban.

We would like you to be active in your child’s school
life, if you so choose.
Parents are welcome to come and visit us at school to
discuss any issues that may arise, at a suitable time.
We would very much like to develop an active PTA that
holds meetings every term. These meetings will be open
and we would love to see as many parents as possible
engaged.
The AIS Directors will always want to hear parental
opinion as it will help us all to move forward positively
and productively together.
If you would like to join or have a role in the AIS PTA
please fill out the form in the folder at the back of this
booklet.

VALUABLES AND JEWELLERY
It is the responsibility of the pupil to look after
personal possessions whilst in school.
If money is brought into school it should be kept in
a purse or wallet within the students bag or handed
in to a teacher or the office.
Larger sums of money should be handed to the
office or a teacher.
Pupils are permitted to wear jewellery to school,
however, it must be removed for PE and any other
activities where it may pose a hazard.
We would like to make clear that if expensive items
such as mobile phones, i-technology or jewellery
are brought into school, AIS will not be responsible
for the loss or damage of these items.

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS
After school activities are shown to provide a number of
benefits for your child. Getting involved in extracurricular clubs is shown to help children be more
extroverted and responsible. Children are overall
happier and healthier when they are engaged in things
they enjoy doing.
AIS after school clubs and activities will help students
develop their social skills, interact with peers who
share similar interests. We pride ourselves in offering a
wide variety of creative, sporting, academic and social
clubs.
Please refer to the information sheet on afterschool
clubs attached.

CHEWING GUM
MEDICAL
Please notify the school office, via email, if your
child is unwell and as a consequence will be absent
from school.
In the case that your child needs regular medication
that needs to be administered during school hours,
the medication involved should be brought to the
office, by the parent, where a formal record will be
made.
Parents will be asked to sign a permission form for
us to adminster any medicine. All medicines will be
kept in the school office.

Under no circumstances should chewing gum be brought
onto the school premises.
One concern is that it is often not properly disposed of.
To find gum under tables, on walls etc is a sticky
unhygienic problem that we would rather avoid.
However, it also presents a hazard in terms of the risks of
Covid-19 infection.
We therefore ask for compliance.
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THE AIS STRUCTURE OF A SCHOOL DAY

The structure of the school day varies slightly depending on whether your child is in the
Primary or Secondary division. Please see below for details.

PRIMARY

SECONDARY

TIME

SESSION

TIME

SESSION

9:00 - 9:15
9:15 - 10:15
10:15 - 10:30
10:30 - 11:30
11:30 - 12:30
12:30 - 13:30
13:30 - 14:30
14:30 - 14:45
14:45 - 15:30

Assembly/ Welcome
Session 1
Break
Session 2
Session 3
Lunch
Session 4
Break
Session 5

9:00 - 9:15
9:15 - 10:15
10:15 - 11:15
11:15 -11:30
11:30 - 12:30
12:30 - 13:30
13:30 - 14:30
14:30 - 15:30

Assembly/ Welcome
Session 1
Session 2
Break
Session 3
Session 4
Lunch
Session 5

15:45 - 16:45

After school clubs

15:45 - 16:45

After school clubs

Punctuality
Students should not enter the school before 8:30am (as there is no supervision)
and should arrive no later than 9:00am.
Students should enter sites 1/2 adhering to the path which crosses the Footgolf course. Please keep to the
marked path at all times and be mindful if there is anyone playing foot-golf.
We ask that Parents visiting for any reason than dropping off younger children, only enter the school via the
school reception at the front of the building.
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WHAT MAKES AIS DIFFERENT?

The Algarve International School takes pride in knowing that its unique selling point is simply the care that we
provide.
We show this care by appointing only the best teachers: men and women with both the qualifications and
experience to allow your child to reach their full academic potential.
But it's more than that.
We care about providing a balanced education, with equal emphasis given to sport and the creative arts as to
more traditionally academic subjects.
We care about where we are located, providing a fully bilingual primary, with lessons taught in both English
and Portuguese and a secondary school where Portuguese is given equal time on the timetable with English.
We care about providing a fully rounded extracurricular programme, to allow all pupils a chance to try and
then to develop their skills in a wide range of activities.
We care about providing an education that nurtures the whole child, using mindfulness and personal, social
and health education to encourage responsible, ethical, respectful and confident young people.
We care about your children as individuals, which is why we will never have classes of more than 12 pupils,
allowing time for positive and meaningful relationships to grow between teachers and students.
At AIS every pupil is cherished and encouraged to shine.

....... WE CARE.
ALGARVE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

TEACHING AND LEARNING AT AIS
LEARNER PROFILE

At the core of the AIS we encourage both students and teachers to refer to these attributes and strive actively on
a daily basis to be:
Communicators: To express ideas confidently and coherently in one or more languages, English, Portuguese or
others using a variety of modes of communication.
Caring: To show empathy, display kindness and compassion towards the feelings of others. To behave in a
helpful manner and to make a positive difference to the lives of others and to the environment.
Inquirers: To develop a natural curiosity about the world around us , adopting the necessary skills to conduct
inquiry and research thus supporting independence in learning.
Balanced: To recognise the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance, thus achieving personal
well-being for themselves and others.
Thinkers: To become capable in applying thinking skills critically and creatively and therefore recognize
approaches to complex problems, and make reasoned decisions.
Reflective: To give thoughtful consideration to one's own learning and experience. To be able to assess one's
own strengths and limitations in order to support personal development.
Open-minded: To understand, appreciate and tolerate differences in ability, culture and histories. To be open
to new perspectives, values and traditions of the other individuals and communities.
Knowledgeable: To explore new ideas, concepts and issues that have both local and global significance. By
gaining in-depth knowledge and to develop understanding across a range of subjects.
Principled: To act with integrity and honesty, with a sense of fairness, justice and respect.
Risk-Takers: To approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with forethought and have the independence of
spirit to explore new roles, ideas, and strategies. To possess the courage to articulate and defend one's own
beliefs. beliefs.
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THE PRIMARY CURRICULUM AND TAPESTRY
We are pleased to have expanded our school to include a Primary division for the academic year 2020/21.
At the Algarve International School, we believe that primary aged children learn best when subject matter is
related to content that engages and excites them. Teaching inspiring topics which reinforce basic skills and
lead to high achievement for all, is certainly the best way to ensure progression.
Following the New National Curriculum 2014, AIS have aimed to create a curriculum which:
· Provides meaningful learning opportunities through experiences that children remember and talk about.
· Prepares our children for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life.
· Teaches our children key Life Skills e.g. independence, resilience, inquiry etc.
· Promotes the moral, cultural, social and physical development of our children.
· Promotes the acquisition of core skills for learning.
· Provides depth in coverage of skills in all subject areas.
· Enables children to see the links between subject areas.
· Allows children’s talents to be fully explored and celebrated.
· Encourages greater parental and community involvement.
Our Primary Bilingual Programme
Pupils in the AIS Primary will learn the content of the British Curriculum through both the Portuguese and
English languages.
Our Primary teachers, all bi-lingual, will use a variety of strategies and techniques such as visual cues and body
gestures to model and repeat Portuguese language for students. This is to assist students as they acquire new
structures and vocabulary for the development of language skills such as accuracy and fluency.
The aim is for all primary students to grasp a better understanding of Portuguese so that they have the chance
to integrate well into the Algarve society.
Tapestry is an easy-to-use and secure online learning journal that helps families celebrate their children’s
learning and development. It builds a very special record of a child’s experiences, development and learning
journey through their early years and primary education.
Tapestry allows parents to login with a secure username and password so you can view all your child's
observations, photographs and videos. Parents can like and comment on observations that our teachers add
for your child and it’s also possible for you to add ones own observations. Your comments and own
observations will allow us to find out about which activities your child really enjoyed and the learning they get
up to at home. Parents can be notified via email either immediately, daily or weekly if there are new entries for
you to view.
Tapestry enables fantastic communication between staff and parents concerning the progress of the students.
A great online journal which builds a shared understanding of how every child can reach their full potential,
from Year 1 to the end of primary school.
Our AIS staff will link observations to the KS2 framework so parents will know which area of learning their child
is achieving in and the age-band they were working in for that activity.
All data that is entered to Tapestry is stored securely on their servers.
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THE SECONDARY CURRICULUM

As with our primary section, the secondary curriculum at AIS is based on the English national curriculum. This is
used as a framework by our teachers in order to ensure continuous progression to the next stage of the pupils'
education.
However, we pride ourselves in employing only the best teachers: creative and inventive educators who find ways
to deliver content that will engage and challenge our students. This, along with our small class sizes, is the key to
our success.
In Key Stage 3 (years 7 to 9), we avoid over-reliance on text books and ensure that lessons are delivered in ways
that appeal to learners of different types and abilities using a variety of teaching strategies and learning activities.
We also structure our school day so that traditionally academic lessons take place in the morning, while subjects
such as PE, music, art and drama, to name but a few, are timetabled for the afternoon.
This structure also extends into key stages 4 and 5, where pupils begin to study for iGCSE and later A level
examinations. AIS is accredited by Pearson Edexcel to deliver their courses and pupils can sit their exams at our
campus. AIS offer a wide range of subjects at both key stages.
In year 10 and 11, alongside lessons in English, Maths, Portuguese and all three Sciences, students can also study:
• Art & Design
• History
• Geography
• Global Citizenship
• French
• German
• Spanish
• ICT
• Business
• Accounting
• Media Studies
• Physical Education
At A level we have employed subject specialists with a proven track record of results to teach your young adults.
Students can choose from:
• English Language/Literature
• Maths
• Physics
• Chemistry
• Biology
• Business
• Economics
• History
• Geography
• French
• German
• Portuguese
• ICT
• Psychology
• Art & Design
• Thinking Skills
Our experienced staff can also help guide pupils who wish to continue studying at degree level. We are registered
with UCAS, which allows pupils to study at universities in the UK and have previously coached and prepared pupils
for the American SATs, which can be sat here in Portugal. We can also provide advice on applying for universities
throughout Europe.
Whatever your child's age or level of ability, AIS' curriculum is designed to motivate students to achieve their full
potential and to instill a love of lifelong learning.
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TERM DATES
TERM 1
Monday September 7th - Parent Orientation
START - Tuesday September 8th - Students' first day.
FINISH - Friday October 23rd - Students' last day before half term

HALF TERM - OCTOBER 26TH - 30TH
START - Monday November 2nd - Students' first day.
FINISH - Friday December 18th - Students' last day before Christmas

TERM 2
START - Wednesday January 6th - Students' first day.
FINISH - Friday February 12th - Students' last day

HALF TERM - FEBRUARY 15 - 19TH
START - Monday February 22nd - Students' first day.
FINISH - Friday March 26th - Students' last day

TERM 3
START - Monday April 12th - Students' first day
FINISH - Friday June 25th - Students' last day of academic year 2020/21.

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
Please consult our school calendar online at www.algarveinternationalschool.com for all public holidays.
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admin@algarveinternationalschool.com

www.algarveinternationalschool.com.

@the algarve international school.

The Algarve International School.

SCHOOL COMMUNICATION
As a School we want communication lines to be open and regular to facilitate understanding.
There are several ways in which to keep up to date with all that is happening at AIS: events, news, competitions
updates on Covid 19 and how it will affect the school day. Whilst all important information will be emailed out
to parents, you can also join our social media pages on Facebook and Instagram to see daily announcements.
However if you have any further questions, queries or require further information please do not hesitate to
contact the School office.
Website
The school website www.algarveinternationalschool.com is updated regularly.
There is a wide range of information available to support parents and celebrate children's achievements.
Facebook and Instagram
Our social media pages and website are excellent sources of information
The Algarve International Facebook page is an easy way for us to relay information instantly.
School Newsletter
There will be a fortnightly (every two weeks) School newsletter sent out electronically to parents. A copy of
each will be found on the website.
Wednesday Afternoon Open meet with AIS Directors
Every Wednesday after school the four AIS Directors, Walter Mendonca, Kathryn Germain, Ian Bailey and
Heavenli Roberts will be available in the cafe area at The Algarve Tennis and Fitness Centre to answer any
queries, discuss, listen to and offer communication time to parents about school related issues and your
children.
The Directors emails
heavenli@algarveinternationalschool.com
ian@algarveinternationalschool.com
kathryn@algarveinternationalschool.com
walter@algarveinternationalschool.com
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OUR LOCATION
Our school has been blessed with a fantastic location in the heart of the Algarve's golden triangle. With a
plethora of possibilities for future expansion, the site is as prestigious as the school's reputation will surely
become.
The Algarve International School shares an address with The Algarve Tennis and Fitness Centre. Being a stone's
throw away from superb sports facilities including great tennis courts, a basketball court, padel courts, a footgolf course, bowls pitch and fitness studio is an absolute bonus.
The on-site restaurant, the Soul Food cafe, can produce daily, freshly cooked, hot and healthy meals for your
child.
Less than a two-minute drive to the fabulous resorts and beaches at Vale do Lobo and Quinta do Lago, the
school plans to cement connections with great local facilities such as Pine Trees Riding Centre and The Campus.
With such a superb location, the best teachers that the Algarve has to offer, a broad range of subjects to take at
iGCSE and A-level supported by the school's Pearson Edexcel accreditation for offering the internationally
recognised examinations. . . the future is bright.

PRIME POSITION
Located in the Algarve's
Golden Triangle,
one minutes drive away
from the luxury resorts
of Vale do lobo and
Quinta do lago.
-
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COVID POLICY

OVERVIEW
Social distancing with children is a challenging. However with a comprehensive contingency policy set forth,
our aim is to keep children and adults safe and healthy whilst ensuring children are in a nurturing
environment.
AIS has used information released by the WHO and UNICEF in the formation of this policy. We will continue to
ensure that this policy and, consequently, our actions are informed by the best and most reliable
advice available to us at any time. **Please be aware that this policy is a work in progress. It will continue to be
updated as more information is released about the virus or as infection numbers increase or decrease.
BACKGROUND

In March 2020, on government advice, AIS took the decision to close the school and to implement an online
teaching timetable as part of a larger, whole-country response to the global pandemic Covid-19. This policy is
designed to properly prepare the school for the new academic year, beginning September 2020 and will
include contingency plans for the various possible levels of threat. It will also contain commitments for actions
that will be taken by the school and its individual staff members, as well as advice on parental responsibilities
in their interaction with the school.
COVID RESPONSE PLAN
Algarve International School’s Covid-19 response plan divides our response into 4 stages. We will
use information provided by the Portuguese government (via https://covid19.min-saude.pt/ponto-de-situacaoatual-em-portugal/), as well as advice being given to state schools in the Algarve, to decide on which level is
most appropriate to be enacted. We
will base our response on the R rate (where R = reproduction); the R
rate details how many people are being infected by each person who
contracts the disease. Stage 1: R = 0 - 0.3. Stage 2: R = 0.4 - 0.8. Stage 3: R = 0.9 - 1.2. Stage 4: R = 1.2
or higher

▪

▪

▪

▪

THE USE OF MASKS AND VISORS
It will be mandatory for children to wear a mask at all times when moving around the school.
Once in the classroom children have the option to remove their masks or visors depending on parental
preference. We understand that opinions on measures you wish to take for your child vary and will respect
each choice.
At school break and lunch times students will be able to move around outdoors mask free but will be
continuously reminded about the importance of social distancing.
All Covid regulations are subject to change and we will keep all parents up to date on this incredily important
matter.
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PREPARATION
BEFORE SEPTEMBER AIS WILL:
install handwashing stations with soap and paper towels;
place age-appropriate posters in these areas to show the procedure for effective handwashing and advice
about when to wash hands;
ensure that there are hand sanitisers in every classroom, at all entrances/exits, toilets and areas where food
is consumed;o ensure that all members of staff have read and understood this policy;o ensure contact lists
for parents are up to date and accurate and that there are a number of different points of contact available;
ensure that the school collects and confidentially holds accurate medical information on all pupils and
staff members;
provide a room for the isolation of any pupils (and siblings) complaining of symptoms consistent with
Covid 19;
ensure adequate coverage is available if teachers are forced to quarantine because of coming into contact
with Covid 19;
employ cleaners who will thoroughly clean and disinfect all areas of the school once a day, with special
attention paid to bathrooms, railings, door and window handles.
any toys or equipment used by pupils;o ensure that preparations are made for the smooth implementation
of all stages as set out in this policy, including identifying a suitable platform for online learning should the
school need to close again (see stage 4).

BEFORE SEPTEMBER PARENTS SHOULD
ensure that the school has more than one accurate contact number suitable to receive both texts and calls;
teach and model good hygiene practices for your children:
emphasise the importance of washing hands correctly and frequently,
warn against sharing food, drinking bottles, hairbrushes etc with their school friends
model coughing and sneezing into a tissue or elbow and avoid touching the face, eyes, mouth, nose;
read this policy in its entirety and make sure you understand it;
notify the school of any pupils with particular vulnerabilities e.g. heart disease, diabetes or other preexisting medical conditions. This can be done on the form requesting medical information which is
collected by the school at the beginning of the year.

CONCLUSION
The Coronavirus is dominating our everyday life. The situation has huge consequences on health, families,
economics and society structure. Each day brings news with some countries are reopening their functions
slowly while others continue to have strict restrictions.
The Algarve International School will inform itself on a daily basis to ensure the safety of your children.
Let's work together to achieve a safe, structured education for our children.
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OUR SUCCESS STORIES

'Education is not only about the
past and present, but it is also the
key to the future'.
Congratulations to our very first iGCSE and A level candidates who received fantastic grades.
With hard work, effort and determination AIS will guide students to reach their full potential. Most students who
graduated from AIS, the class of 2020, will now move on to further education. We have students proceeding to
Leeds University and Aberdeen University in the United Kingdom and other Universities in the USA.
The AIS team wish our former students all the very best for their onward journeys in further education and
indeed in their young lives.
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Co -director

Ian Bailey

Co-director

Kathryn Germain

Co-director

Walter Mendonça

Co-director

Heavenli Roberts

Primary Coordinator, Year 1/2

Micaela Graca

Primary Year 3/4

Nicola da Silva

Primary Year 5/6

Victor Eugenio

Accounting

Julie Hargrave

Art & design

Emma Batten

Biology
Business
Chemistry
Critical thinking

Walter Mendonça
Andy Hargrave, Julie Hargrave, Walter Mendonça
Timothy Fry
Kathryn Germain

Drama

Victor Eugenio

Dance

Amy Fussell

Economics

Andy Hargrave

English

Kathryn Germain

French

Corinna Hedges

Geography
German
Global Citizenship
History

Jilly Gregory
Corinna Hedges
Kathryn Germain
Jilly Gregory

ICT

Carmen Paris

Media

Emma Batten

PSHE/Physical Education

Jane Cassells

Portuguese

Carmen Paris

Physics
Psychology
Politics

Timothy Fry
Avril Ellis
Jilly Gregory

Maths

Ian Bailey

Music

Victor Eugenio

Spanish

THE AIS STAFF

Role

Carmen Paris

ALGARVE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

THE AIS STAFF

Role
Finance Adminstrator

Szilvia Nascimento

Teaching assistant

Nayane Breem

Teaching assistant

Caroline Fry

Trainee teacher

Rita Pereira

'A little progress
each day
adds up to
big results'.
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SCHOOL FEE STRUCTURE

Year

Annual fees

Annual fees (-15% )

Per semester (-15%)

KS1 (Years 1,2,3)

6,920

5,882

1,960

KS2 (Years 4,5,6)

6,920

5,882

1,960

KS3 (Years 7,8,9)

9,600

8,160

2,720

KS4 (Years 10,11)

10,800

9,180

3,060

KS5 (Years 12,13)

10,800

9,180

3,060

Terms
of
payment

SEMESTER PAYMENTS TO BE MADE BY:
1st term - 10th September
2nd term - 10th January
Third term - 10th April
ANNUAL PAYMENTS TO BE MADE BY:
8th September 2020 - full yearly payment above applicable

DISCOUNTS:
a) A 15% discount is currently available only for the academic year 2019/2020.
b) Siblings receive a 5% discount.
c) As noted above a 5% discount applies to yearly payments made before or on July 1st 2020.

Please note that The Algarve International School does not charge a yearly re-enrolment fee.
The '-15%' columns, in the table above, are only applicable to the academic year 2019/2020.
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THE DIRECTORS
IAN BAILEY
Having the opportunity to design and build a school on the Algarve
alongside our wonderful team has been an an exciting challenge and a
dream come true. It is always a dream for a teacher to create a school,
and we have chosen to make the best school possible. Best teachers,
best curriculum, best accommodation.
What other version of a school would you make?

KATHRYN GERMAIN
As the mother of a five year old daughter, my vision is very simple. I want
to create the perfect school for her - the kind of school I have always
dreamed of for a child of mine: wonderful teachers, high academic
standards, a nurturing and supportive environment, plenty of
opportunities to take part in extracurricular activities and the ability to
be bilingual. I think that if it's what I want for my daughter, surely other
parents will want the same for their children

WALTER MENDONÇA
My vision is to create a school integrated in the community which
houses happy students and follows them through an educational
journey that allows them to strive for whatever dreams or passions
they desire. The parents deliver us their children and I take it as the
utmost sign of trust, to do our best is the least we can do.

HEAVENLI ROBERTS
For me, it's all about care, encouragement, support and inspiration.
As a mother of four children and having worked with children and
teenagers here in the Algarve for the last eleven years, I am dedicated
to providing pastoral care and creative guidance that can make a
difference. With effort, belief, good role models and positive examples
children can aspire to fulfil their dreams.
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AIS

We care about your children
and
prepare them well for the future.

BECAUSE EDUCATION MATTERS
ALGARVE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

