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The Editors Corner

HAPPY NEW YEAR

As years go, 2011 was pretty much dfo@a economy
wise. The clowns in Washington are still borrowfngm China so
they can give away billions in economic aid to fgrecountries
while they worry about how to give less to Amerisan
(Incidentally, one of those foreign countries that economic aig
from us last year was China)

As far as our division went it was anprovement ove
2010 as income from the shows was back up takibig foad off
of the budget. Two successful shows, a great ljusarindiana, g
new Division 7 Master Model Railroader and the Usni@resting
clinics along with a lot of railroading extrastime Cincinnati areq
made for a good year railroad wise.

2012 is also shaping up to be anotbaryfear. From th
looks of the 2012 Program Schedule, Bob Shrevebbar hard
work lining up some great clinics. Rumor has it tthee Burchnall/
Jarman team is putting the final touches on anathdneir super
bus trips. In March, The World's Greatest Hobbywhwill be in
Cincinnati and in July, The NMRA National Convemtiwvill be
within driving distance at Grand Rapids, Michigan.

All that along with the new productsuBe says ars
coming on the market should make it a great timeeti@ modele
railroader. Stay tuned in and we’ll keep you ugl&bte on thingy
as they come up.

Don Phillips
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The Cover

As the train crosses the high trestlever Myra Canyon,
inspector Sawyer Bonnett is pointing out some impneements
he wants the division maintenance super to take maof. The
scene is from Jim Bonnett's highly scenic CanadiaRacific HO
layout.
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- HEADLIGHTS Randy Kerka

Superintendent

Back in the “Black”...
About this time last year | was laboring over ekalabw to tell the general Division 7 membershigtttve were serious
over budget and what would have to be sacrificembtrect the situation and put us back in the black

The gremlins that brought this about were a cgeptohat was slow to take off, low Flea Market &adl Show
surpluses due to flagging attendance and unforeseksubstantially increased venue rental costisthenever present
burden of publishing and mailing a hard c@pyCanto about half the membership that still refusesnibrace the Em:
version.

As a result, to balance the budget for 2011 it mexessary to suspend some community service agjuiamely book
donations to libraries. We also severely cut thesgising budget for the Fall Show and held oifigang in Regional
and National Clinicians for Division meetings.

Now for the good news!

Due to the hard work of many Division 7 memberssitioreats to our financial health are behindTtse rebirth of the
Postcard Database Program and judicious use ofteiivg dollars has shown a marked increase im@giece at the
Cincinnati Model Train Show and The Spring Flea k¢ar This has resulted in bringing the surpluse$éth those
events back to where they need to be! And, withesoreative maneuvering with respect to car prejstbw sales are
behind us and the future is bright!

This brings us to the biggest “100% expense” buitget we face. In 201@he Oil Cancost a total of $4,410.00 to
publish and mail. 207 Division members or 69.5%wf membership still choose to receive the blaxkwhite USPS
mailed version of the veneralilél Can That translates into a cost to the Division 2f.80 for eaclDivision 7 member
still receiving it! (The Emailed version cost th&vision exactly $0.00.) Furthermore, the cosBafk Rate mail will
soon go up. Since Division 7 receives exactly NQiXlEhe monies that members spend to belong tBIMRA, the
burden of financing the USPS mail@id Canfalls directly to the Division. This is one bigason that any variations in
“surpluses” from shows, car projects, raffles orthimg else affects our budget so drastically.

Fortunately, a core group of about 50 Division mersl{17%) can always be counted on to volunteernasidt in the
fund raising and nofund raising activities that Division 7 either sgors or otherwise offers as a benefit to membet
the public in general. These folks ask no extiaglpges or thanks though they certainly deserv@ ey give of their
time and always get the job done!

How can youhelp?

Maybe you are ndhclined to get involved with these activities.trdly understand. And maybe you choosetoatome
to Division meetings to take advantage of the @owgr... | truly understand that too. But, if youl stiint to help the
Division, here is a very simple way to do it. ustknow that you would like t&top receiving the USPS version he
Oil Canandstart receiving the Email version. The email versioa égira content including color pictures and theee
four extra pages! Try it and if you don't like itwe will put you back on the old black and whiteREmailing list.
(Assuming the US Postal Service stays in busineéSstjply email “editor@cincy-div7.org” and tell Dao hook you up
with the ‘E-Cari!

More good news...
Have you heard? Lou Sassi, nationally renownestlfrece photographer, author and modeler, willdre Bnd
presenting a clinic on Novembéf,£2012. Just one more benefit of Division 7 mersiipt

See you on January 8th!

Randy
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» SECOND SECTION ...

Asst. Super

Happy New Year.

There was lots of food, drink, and pictures atDacember meeting at the Westwood United Methodisir¢l
It was good to see Mike Mereness and John Altshack at the meeting after recent illnesses. Thamkéike
Brestel for making the arrangements for us to lmwemeeting there and handling the projectionisiegu
Congratulations to Paul Musselman and John BucloralWinning the engine raffles. Thanks to Jerry
Strangarity and Dennis Malloy for hosting the lataisits after the meeting.

The January meeting will be at Harmony Lodge, hofithe Cincinnati Model Railway Club. Bill Edwards
has a new scenery clinic he is going to dry rurubefore he takes it on a national tour. In haidhe
meeting location, the monthly raffle will featurense O scale items. As usual, the CMRC layout vélbipen
for visitors, and after the meeting Sam SwansonNemty Windes will show us some of their latest eiod)
efforts.

In February, the meeting will be in Mason. The iclian will be Pastor Doug Campbell. He is a regular
attendee at the Lebanon sub meetings and builds swredible scratch built structures. One of lvisctures
is the engine house on the Gorre and Daphetid tapeu_ebanon modeling group displayed at the tshiow
in October. Layout visits are scheduled for Ed 3waaid Bob Lawson.

Other clinicians on the schedule for 2012 includiei®McClelland, Dave Keith, Dave Puthoff, Mike
Mereness, and Bob Weinheimer. See the program slheldewhere in this issue of the Oil Can.

Once again, I'm making my annual New Year’s resotuto get the junk out of my basement and start
building a layout. At least this past year | stdnpeitting some kits together and installed somedexs. Now
need to build some track to run them on. I'll leuyknow how that works out.

See you in January at Harmony Lodge..

Bob

John's Honest Raffle

John Shields
January is O Scale Raffle Month
January’s meeting is at Harmony Lodge, home diti@nnati Model Railway Club, so we will shift amonthly raffle
to HO and O Scale. Please help get the word allidir fellow O scale members that we will hasentt especially to
tempt them this month (or more precisely, to taopie money out of their wallets and into the rkiftg). The items
include rolling stock, plus some other items; sdh30 guys will not be left out. We will still lethe usual selection
HO items.

We hadthe drawing at the December meeting for our Frglire(s) Raffle. John Burchnall was the big wiafi¢ne HO
Bachmann 2-8-0. Paul Musselman was the winnee & thcale FM H184. Thank you to everyone who bought ticl
and a very special thank you again to those wraieldams for our raffle, which in this case inelilithe HO engine.
Plus, | received several more items at the Decamaisging to help keep the pantry stocked for upgpmeetings.
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Member's Layouts

Dennis Malloy
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November Competition Winners

1st Place Box Stock 1st Place Kit Bashed
Ron Gribler Ron Gribler

1st Place Scratch Built
Virginia Dahlberg
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_ FICTION & FACT

Don Phillips

A Ride on the Dinner Train

Back in December, a friend and | sg@ntenjoyable Saturday evening on the Cincinnatheli train. The trip
starts at the BBQ Revue parking lot on Madison Rexadl heads towards downtown Cincinnati. The scleechils for a
departure of 6 PM and unlike Amtrak, at 6 PM theeall were rolling. After passing Lunkin Airporttitrns and goes
down along the Ohio River to the Montgomery Boatubt® There it pauses for a while before returnmghe BBQ
parking lot some three hours after departing. Altdreyway our host called our attention to varioam{s of interest all
the while including interesting bits of Cincinnadilroad history. One place in particular that daugy attention was a
stop we made at what had been Pennsylvania Rdsrdadrence Road passenger station that once steadEastern
Avenue. Built in 1907, it featured an upper levehigected to the track level by an elevator. It sedmat then president
William Howard Taft lived just up the hill from the&tation. The elevator was built specifically fordvMTaft who was an
invalid and could this be more easily brought ddawnhe track level for their frequent trips to Wimgjton DC during
his presidency. The station was torn down in 1988mthe Union Terminal opened.

The meal was superb. The menu listeeet entrée choices: Prime Rib, Salmon and Bon€lagken Breast
and all three were served at our table of four. pbeions were large and all four of us agreed chwices were
excellent. | can personally vouch for the Prime.R3beat! | topped it off with a big piece of sonfetlee best New York
Cheese Cake I've tasted in a long time. Fine diop@init's best with a little local railroad histotlirown in for good
measure.

The crowning point of the evening fioe was a personal tour of the train by one of theers. The tour wound
up in the last car of the train which was a priveée named “Oliver Hazard Perry”. The car was builtt954 by
Pullman as a sleeping car for Canadian Nation&lgoer Continental” and was originally named “MoRasplendent”.
After several changes of owners and almost as mamyilds, it was refurbished to it's present coioditin 2000. The
car features a Master Bedroom, two additional bamo with Captain’s beds, two showers, a dinninghroeith a
kitchen equipped for full meal service and a spagiounge. It's a railcar fit for a king, luxuridygurnished, paneled in
Mahogany woodwork throughout and equipped with ywexury up to and including a wide screen plasnva Just
getting to sit in it for a while and imagine whawiould be like to take a trip across the countaswvorth the price of
dinner. It sleeps six and is available in casewant to reserve it for your next vacation.

If you haven’t been on the Dinner Tirand your looking for something for a special soma, | highly recom-
mend it as a great railroad experience to be edjoght here in Cincinnati. It runs on Saturdayhtgall year long but
because of it's popularity, if you want to tryplan ahead. | had to make reservations three weeatdvance and at that
I lucked out, it can usually run four weeks or modast keep trying and you might luck out as | ditl catch a
cancellation. It's worth the effort.

Check it our atwww.cincinnatirailway.com/dinnertrain/

Rocky Mountain Express

Another must railroad event is curleishowing at the Cincinnati Museum Center's Omninideatre at the
Cincinnati Union Terminal. The film “Rocky MountaiBxpress” takes you on a steam train journey thnotige
Canadian Rocky Mountains while telling the storyhofv the Canadian Pacific Railway built Canadasscontinental
railroad. Completed in 1885, the railroad passesutih some of most spectacular scenery on the NamiRrican
Continent. In addition the IMAX aerial photograplsysome of the best you'll ever see. Anyone witly arterest it
railroads at all should not miss this one. The filili only be there through the first week of Fedry If you go, take
my advice and sit up high in the theatre to getotbst effect.

December Competition Results

Sorry but the results for the Decembeeting’s competition were not available at ptess.
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. KNAPP'S NOTES

Knapp’s Musings to End 2011

I am very proud to see that John Shields has dbrgfteserved the same high standard for the raffleinherited fror
Terry Judd. This month’s raffle was one of the nmumtest ever, in the history of Division 7. | waspetally happy tc
see that officers and committee chairs were thewhimers [especially the locomotives]. | was peghso pull Pat
Musselman'’s ticket for the N scale locomotive. Ag imtegrity has never been questioned [or even imead], | was
bit unhappy with some of the negative comments feocertain umamed individual who cast aspersions on my ste
character [see if we ever take to you to the Pigdwew for your birthday again] It is indeed unfordte that Ruth Ann le
John Burchnall oubf the house without supervision. | know she \kélep him under control for the May bus triy
Marion, Ohio. RuthAnn is a saint. There are a few other folks atrtteting who exhibited questionable behavior
the WMPA team [Pat Homan and I] was there to kaegye on them. We realize that poor Appalachiadateos can
help themselves.

Bruce Knapp

All Aboard for Greensburg

November ™ was the NRHS trip to Greensburg, Indiana on thie'Blg Four” [now the Central of Indiana]; as praed
I will make afew brief comments. The event was a trip backrretfor all of us. There were a lot of Division Tk or
the excursion; Keith and Martha Corman, Mike and\WBrestle, Arlene and Paul Gahn to name a few.défearte
from the site of the old Amtrak station and hadeayveisurely 12xour trip to Greensburg and back. The weathel
beautiful, and a great time was had by all

Topside Creeper

Last month, | mentioned Tom Brueggemann assistethresecuring a Micro-Mark [tm] Tofide Creeper. Frank Ko
[Frank’s Finer Fleas] also has one for sale, atuthieeard of price of $50.00. Since the creepereatiyr lists new fc
more than $225.00 [not counting shipping] this isu@ bargain. [l think Frank will autograph it #@slight fee] | have p
mine D use and find it extremely helpful in accessinggef the layout. Speaking of new products [niegue, huh?]
picked up some “Never Stall” from Alex at DCC Traifat his booth] and tried it on our test rackm YERY impresse
as it made quick workf cleaning all the dirt and oxidation from thetteack and kept it working flawlessly for the iez
show. The product did everything Alex said it waudldis a bit “pricey” but it is well worth the irstment in stalfree
operation. Stop by the sh@nd pick up some; you will be satisfied. Thealot of new products on the model railr
horizon, so the scheduled visitOfie World’s Greatest Hobby [March 10 & 11, 2012] should be an exciting event.

That'’s all for now; | hope everyone had a joyoud eestful holiday. Keep ‘em rolling!

Bruce

December 2011 Car Projects Report

Jim MacKnight
Our new Division 7 car project, Virginian & Ohio 5plug-door box cars, in V&O blue, with “The Ridge Runnesfogar
in white lettering, are now available. The care affered in four numbers, priced at $17 for siegland $64 for a four-
car set, plus Ohio sales tax. We have now sold ¥80O boxcars during the first 3-1/2 months, mosthrough mail
order sales. We need to sell 4 more cars to beadn, and be in the black for this car projed.ur V&O boxcar
announcement appeared in the December issue ONMBA Magazine, on page 51, with a very nice photalaistory.

We have sold 540 Allegheny Midland triple hopper &&s. We have a potential mail order for 4 Adleeny Midland
triple hopper car kits in the mail, and have 27 ks currently in inventory. Our goal is to selltotal of 587 AM cars.

ﬂc’m
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Next Meeting

2 PM Sunday January 8 \
@ :
Harmony Lodge Hlir)r;ggy * H I I
646 Epworth Ave. Winton Place :
\- Mitchell Ave
Directions §<RR
Directions: < E. Epworth «|-75
from 1-75 take Mitchell Ave west across Spring Geao
E. Epworth and turn left. Winton Rd Spring Grove Aves
From Winton Rd. take E. Epworth north to Edgewood.

Limited parking is available in the lot across thteeet o o
from the lodge. SPRING GROVE

CEMETERY

Coming Down the Line

Cincinnati Division 7, MCR, NMRA
2012 Schedule
NOTE: ALL REGULAR MEETINGS START AT 2 PM
(Unless otherwise notified)

Date Location Program/Speaker Layout Visits Contest Topic
Jan 8 Harmony Lodge Bill Edwards Cinn. Model Rwy Club Models: MOW Equipment
Winton Place Scenery Clinic Sam Swanson Photos: Passenger Trains
Jan 19 Resurrection Church Div. 7 Lebanon Sub None Show and Tell
Lebanon, OH
Feb 12 St. Susanna Church Doug Campbell Bob Lawson Models: Passenger Cars
Mason, OH Scratch Building Structure Ed Swain Photos: RR Signs & Signals
Feb 16 Resurrection Church Div. 7 Lebanon Sub None Show and Tell
Lebanon, OH
Around the Region National

1/15 Dayton Swap Meet Montgomery Fatérnds fj 5/4-5 National Z Ga. Conv ~ Denver, CO
3/10-11 World's Greatest Hobby Duke Energy Cedar § 6/27-7/1 National N Ga. Conv. Medford, OR

3/17 Div. 7 Swap Meet LakoW. School 7/18-21 National O Ga. Conv. Parsippany, NY
3/22-24 Mid-west NG Conv. Greenford, 1@ 7/29-8/4 NMRA National Conv. Grand Rapids, Ml
4/26-29 MCR Regional Conv. Pittsburgh, PA 8/7-11 National S Ga. Conv.  ChattanoogaN
9/12-14 National NG Conv. Bellevue, WA
Modeling Programs ? Member Aid Committee Div. 7 Hot Line  (513) 662-RAIL
Pat Homan (513) 861-2057 Div. 7 Web Site www.cincy-div7.org
Bruce Knapp (513) 941-2713 MCR Web Site www.midcentral-region-nmra.org
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