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ARTICLE Il
DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH

The doctrines held shall be those expressed in the Fo||owing statements of faith.

Section 1 - The Ho|y Scrip+ures
We believe that the sixty-six (66) books of the Ho|y Bible, as origino”y written, are the verbal, full,
comp|e+e, inspired Word of God and the proo|uc+ of Spiri’r-con’rro”ed men.

We believe that the Scrierures are without error.

We believe the Bible is the true center of Christian union and the supreme standard loy which all
human conduct, creeds and opinions shall be tried (2 Timo’rl’]y 316 - 17; 2 Peter 1.19 - 21. Revelation
2218 - 19).

Section 2 - The Godhead
We believe in the one triune God, existing in three persons, Father, Son and Ho|y SpiriJr, eternal in

being, identical in nature, equo| in power and g|ory, hoving the same attributes and pen(echion

(Deuteronomy 6:14; 2 Corinthians 13:14).

Section 3 - The Person and Work of Jesus Christ
We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, became man without ceasing to be
God.

We believe that He was conceived of the Ho|y Spiri’r and born of the \/irgin Mory in order that

He migl’ﬁ reveal God and redeem sinful man.

We believe that He occomphshed redempﬁon not on|y for us, but for the entire human race.

We believe that He is the propitfiation for the sins of the whole world through His death on the
Cross as sustriJru’rionory sacrifice; that this salvation is conditioned upon persono?occepmnce of Jesus
Christ as Savior. This redempﬁon is made sure to us by His literal physico| resurrection from the

dead (John 1.1 - 2,12, 14; Luke 1:35; Romans 3:24 - 25, 4.95; 1 John 2:2; Hebrews 2:9; 1 Peter 1.3 -
5).

We believe the Lord Jesus Christ is now in heaven, exalted at the rigl’]’r hand of God where as the
High Priest for His peop|e, He fulfills the ministry of representative, intercessor, and advocate

(Hebrews 9:24, 7.25; Romans 8:34; 1 John 2:12).

Section 4 - The Persona|i+y and Work of the Ho|y Spiri’r
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We believe that the Ho|y SpiriJr convicts the world of sin, indwells all believers in the present age,
bopﬁzes them into the body of Christ, seals them unto the dqy of redemp’rion and that it is the
o|quy of every believer to be filled with the Ho|y Spirit (Romans 8:9;

|. Corinthians 12:12 - 14, Ephesions 113 - 18; John 16:8 - 11; 2 Corinthians 3:6).

We believe that the Ho|y Spirit sovereign|y bestows spiriJruo| ghars on believers (Hebrews 2:4; 1
Corinthians 12.7 - 11).

We believe that occording to the New Testament Scrierures that the spiriJruo| giﬂs of speoking in
Jrongues, oposHeship, heo|ing, propl'\ecy, know|eo|ge and the Working of sign miracles groduo”y
ceased as the New Testament Scriptures were comp|e’red and the Canon was closed (1 Corinthians

13:8 - 11; Ephesians 4:3 - 16).

We believe that God does hear and answer the prayers of faith, in accordance with His own will,

for the sick and afflicted (John 157; 1 John 5:14 - 15; James 5:15).

Section 5 - The Persona|i+y of Satan
We believe in the persono|i+y of Satan, who is the open and declared enemy of God and man

(Ezekiel 2812 - 17; Isaiah 1412 - 17; Job 1.7; Matthew 4:2 - 11).

Section 6 - The Totadl DepravH‘y of Man
We believe that man was created in the image and likeness of God, but with Adam'’s sin man
inherited a sinful nature, became alienated from God, and is JroJro||y unable to retrieve its lost state.

Section 7 - Grace in the New Creation

We believe that in order to be saved, sinners must be born again; that the new birth is a new
creation in Christ Jesus, and it is instantaneous and not a process that in the new birth the one
dead in trespasses and sins is made a porJroker of the divine nature and receives eternal life, the

free gh(’r of God.

We believe the new creation is brougl’ﬁ about in a manner above our comprehension, so|e|y by
the power of the Ho|y SpiriJr in connection with divine truth, so as to secure our vo|un+ory obedience
to the gospe|. The proper evidence of the new creation appears in the |’10|y fruits of repentance

and faith and newness of life (John 3:3; 2 Corinthians 5:17; 1 John 5:1; John 3:6 - 7; Acts 16,30 - 33;
Colossians 2:13; John 3:8).

Section 8 - Salvation

We believe that salvation is the ghCJr of God lorouthr to man by grace and received by persono|
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ whose precious blood was for the forgiveness of sins (Ephesions 2:8
-10; John 112; Ephesiqns 1.7; 1 Peter 118 - 19).

Section 9 - Justification
We believe that the great gospe| |o|essing which Christ secures to those who believe in Him is

justification.

We believe that justification includes the pordon of sin and the gift of eternal life on princip|es of

rigHeousness.

We believe that justification is bestowed not in consideration of any works of rigl’ﬁreousness which
we have done, but so|e|y Jrhrough faith in the Redeemer's blood, His rigHeousness that is impqued
to us (lsaiah 53:11; Zechariah 13:1; Romans 8:11, 51, 9).
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Section 10 - Faith and Salvation
We believe that faith in the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ is the on|y condition of salvation

from condemnation of sin.

We believe that this faith is not worked for or obtained by human effort, but by the inner Working
of the Ho|y SpiriJr, reveo|ing to man his lost condition and inobi|i+y to save himself apartf from God's
free grace (Acts 16:31; Ephesions 2:8 -9, 39; Phi|ippions 2:13; Romans 11:6).

Section 11 - The Eternal Security of Believers
We believe that all believers are keer secure forever (John 3:3 - 7,10:27 - 30; 1 Corinthians 12:12;
Romans 8:38 - 39; 1 John 5:13; Ephesians 4:30).

Section 12 - The Blessed Hope
We believe in the blessed |’10|oe of the Lord Jesus in the air, is to receive to Himself the dead in

Christ and believers who are alive at His coming, otherwise known as the Rop’rure or Translation

of the Church (Titus 211 - 14; Luke 24:36 - 43; 1 Corinthians 15:51 - 57).

Section 13 - The Tribulation

We believe that the Roerure of the Church will be followed by the fulfillment of Israel’s seventieth
week. The latter half of which is the time of Jacob's trouble, the tribulation (Daniel 9:27; Jeremiah
30.7; Matthew 24:15 - 21; Revelation 6:1 - 9, 21).

Section 14 - The Second Coming of Christ
We believe that the Great tribulation will be climaxed |oy the pre-mi||ennio| return of the Lord

Jesus Christ to earth to set up His kingdom for a thousand years (Acts 1:1]; 2 Thessalonians
1.7 - 10; Zechariah 14:4 - 11; Revelation 19:11 - 20; 10).

Section 15 - The Eternal State
We believe that the souls of those who have trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation do at
death immedio+e|y pass into His presence, and there remain in conscious bliss until the resurrection

of the boo|y at His coming, when soul and boo|y reunited shall be associated with Him forever in
g|ory.

We believe that the souls of unbelievers after death, remain in conscious misery until the final
judgment of the Great W hite Throne at the close of the Millennium, when soul and body reunited
Sl’]Oﬁ be cast into the Lake of Fire, not to be annihiloted but to be punisl'\ed with ever|os+ing
destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the g|ory of His power (Luke 16:19 - 25; 23:43;
9 Corinthians 5:8; Phi|ippions 1:23; 2 Thessalonians 1.7 - 9; Jude 5 - 7; Revelation 20:11 - 15).

Section 16 - The Res onsibi|i+y of Believers
We believe that all believers should seek to walk in such a manner as not to bring reprooch upon
their Lord and Savior and that separation from Wor|d|y |o|eosures and practices is commendecfby

God (Romans 1211 - 2; 14:13; 2 Corinthians 6:14; 7:1).

It is the ob|igoﬁon of every believer to witness by life and by work to the truths of the Hol
Scriptures and to seek to proc|oim the Gospe| to all the world (Acts 1:8); to also support it wit
their means as the Lord has prospered them (1 Corinthians 16:2).

The believers should disﬁnguish themselves by the love Jrhey show one to another
(1 Corinthians 13:1 - 13; John 13:34 - 35).
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Section 17 - The Church
We believe that the Church, which is the body and bride of Christ, is a spiriJruo| organism made
up of all born-ogain persons of this age irrespective of their offiliation with Christian organizations

(Epl’]esions 4.3 -16; 1:22 - 23; 5:25 - 927, 1 Corinthians 12:12 - 14).

Section 18 - Church Ordinances
We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ instituted the Ordinances of Bopﬁsm by immersion and

Lord's Supper to be observed by believers until His return, that these in no way aid the salvation
of man (Matthew 28:19 - 20; 1 Corinthians 11:23 - 26).

Section 19 - The Local Church

We believe that a local church is a congregoﬁon of born again, immersed be|ievers, associated by
the covenant of faith and Fe”owsl’]ip of the Gospe|, observing the ordinances of Christ, governed
by His laws, and exercising the giHs, rigHs, and pri\/i|eges invested in them by His Word.

Its scrip’rur0| officers are Pastors/Elders and Deacons, whose quo|ifico’rions, claims and duties are

c|eor|y defined in the Scrierures.

The true mission of the Church is the faithful witnessing of Christ to all men as we have opportunity;
that it is scrieruro| for true Churches to have opportunity; that it is for true Churches to cooperate
with each other in con’rending for the faith and for the furtherance of the Gospe|, and that each

local Church is the sole judge of the measure and method of its cooperation.

We believe that the one and on|y Head is Christ Jrhrough the Ho|y SpiriJr, and that on all matters
of membership, of |oo|icy, of governmenf, of discip|ine, of benevo|ence, the will of the local Church
is final and shall be free from the interference of any hierorcl’]y of individuals orgonizoﬁons (Achs
9.41; 49. 9 Corinthians 11:2; Ephesiqns 1.99 - 93. 4.11; Acts 20:17 - 28; 1 TimoJrhy 3.1 - 7. Colossians
1:18; Ephesions 5:23 - 24; Acts 15:13 - 18).

Section 20 - Baptism and the Lord's Supper

We believe that Christian bopﬁsm is the immersion of a born again believer in water to show forth
in a solemn and beautiful emblem of our faith in the crucified, buried and risen Savior, with its
effect in our death to sin and resurrection to a new life.

We believe that bopﬁsm is prerequisite to the privi|eges of a church re|o’rionship.
We believe that the Lord's Supper is the commemorations of His death until He comes, and should

be preceded O|W0y5 by so|emn seh(-exomino’rion.

Section 21 - Human Sexualit

(M We believe that God has commanded that no intimate sexual activity be engoged in
outside of a marriage between a man and a woman. We believe that any form of homosexuo|i+y,
lesbianism, Jernsgenderism, bisexuo|i+y, loesﬁqh’ry, incest, fornication, odu|’rery, and ornogrophy are
sinful perversions of God's giﬂ of sex. We believe that God disopproves of and ForEids any attempt
to alter one's gender by surgery or appearance. (Gen. 2:24; Gen. 19:5, 13; Gen. 26:8-9; Lev. 18:1-
30; Rom. 1: 26-29; 1 Cor. 5:1; 6:9; 1 Thess. 4:1-8; Heb. 13:4)

(2) We believe that the term “mqrrioge" has on|y one, |egi+imo+e meaning, and that is
marriage sanctioned by Goo|, which joins one man and one woman in a sing|e, covenantal union,
as delineated |oy Scrierure. Morrioge ceremonies performed in any foci|i+y owned, leased or rented
by this church will or1|y be those ceremonies sanctioned |oy God, joining one man with one woman

as that gender was determined at birth. (Gen. 2:24; Rom. 7:2; 1 Cor. 7:10; Eph. 5:29-23)
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Section 22 - Lawsuits Between Believers We believe that Christians are prohibifed from
bringing civil lawsuits against other Christians or the church to resolve person0| o|ispques. We
believe the church possesses all the resources necessary to resolve persono| dispu’res between
members. We do believe, however, that a Christian may seek compensation for injuries from
another Christian’s insurance componK as long as the claim is pursued without malice or slander.

(1 Cor. 6:1-8; Eph. 4:31-32). Disputes should be settled by Christian arbitration. Any member who

brings a lawsuit against the church is oufomoﬁco”y disquohﬁed for membership.

Section 23 - Giving We believe that every Christian, as a steward of that portion of God's wealth
entrusted to him, is ob|ig0+eo| to support Finoncio”y his local church. We believe that God has
established the tithe as a basis for giving, but that every Christian should also give other oﬁ(erings
socrificio”y and cheerfu”y to the support of the church, the relief of those in need, and the

spreod of the Gospe|. We believe that a Christian re|inquishes all rithrs to direct the use of his
tithe or oﬂ(ering once the ghor has been made. (Gen. 14:20; Prov. 3:9-10; Acts 4:34-37; 1 Cor. 16:2;
9 Cor. 9:6-7; Gal. 6:6; Eph. 4.98; 1 Tim. 517-18; 1 John 3:17)
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