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Empathy is the capacity to perceive the world through the eyes of others — to see what they see,
feel what they feel, and experience things in the same manner. No one can experience things
exactly as another person does, but empathy can strive to get as near as possible. This condition
of empathy is achieved when we set aside our preconceived notions about the world and instead
choose to understand the ideas, thoughts, and needs of others. Empathy is essential to a
human-centered design process, such as design thinking, because it allows people to lay aside
their preconceived notions about the world to get insight into users' requirements. Moreover,
people are able to develop social ties with one another through the power of empathy. If a person
understands what the thoughts and feelings of others are, they will be able to respond correctly in
social circumstances. In addition, people who can empathize with the feelings of others are better
able to control the emotions that they feel themselves. Emotional regulation is necessary because
it enables a person to manage their feelings, even when under a great deal of stress, without

becoming overwhelmed.

The proposed exhibition project, HONG-YEON: Red Thread of Fate, is designed to address the
escalating risk of Alzheimer's disease and other forms of dementia in older adults when cognitive
impairment goes untreated in its early stages. Dementia presents a unique challenge, as it not
only affects patients but also places considerable burdens on their caregivers. Located at the
Brooklyn Museums, this exhibition aims to explore the complex dynamics of dementia through a

meticulously curated experience.

By employing a dual first-person narrative, HONG-YEON immerses visitors in the stark reality
of suffering encountered by both dementia patients and their caregivers as they navigate the
progressive stages of Alzheimer's disease and dementia. Visitors are transported into the homes
and direct environment to experience life as a person living with the disease, and as a caregiver.
The underlying theme of the red thread of fate serves as a metaphorical and interpretive device,
weaving a captivating narrative that resonates with visitors. Throughout the exhibition, this
symbolic thread acts as a unifying element, connecting various facets of the dementia experience
and providing a cohesive framework for visitors to engage with. Moreover, HONG-YEON offers
visitors a unique opportunity to actively participate in the exhibition's narrative by providing

interactive programmed bracelets. These bracelets enable visitors to create personalized memory



books, fostering a deeper understanding and empathy for the challenges faced by caregivers and

patients alike.

By combining immersive environments, narrative storytelling, and interactive elements,
HONG-YEON: Red Thread of Fate strives to provoke thought, heighten awareness, and
encourage meaningful dialogue about the impact of dementia on individuals and their support
networks. The exhibition aims to elevate public consciousness, inspire empathy, and raise

awareness for dementia patients and their caregivers.
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DESIGN PROCESS

ANALYSIS STRATEGY
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COLOR PALETTE

PRIMARY COLORS

SECONDARY COLORS

To prevent confusion throughout the
deliverables, the use of color is limited.
Red will be utilized to emphasize critical
information and as an accent color on the
deliverables.

Pantone Red Shades

TEXTURES

The line represnts a thread and plays an
important role of the graphic, the various
approaches will be considered.
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EXPERIENCE OUTLINE

THE REMEMBERED

N (EVOCA TIVED EXPERIENCE)
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STAGE 03

- BEDROOM (PHYSICAL EXPERIENCE)

Due to the possibility of overwhelming,
the experiences will be optional to the
visitors. There will be two rooms: one
with visual components that represent

the sensations of people with dementia,
~and the other similar to the first but
with gloves, glass, etc. used to block

‘the visitors’ senses.
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STAGE 02 & THE FADED

INTHE LIVING ROOM:
| THOSE FADED

MIDDLE STAGE MIDDLE STAGE

Middle-stage Alzheimer's is typically the longest stage
and can last for many years. As the disease

the person with Alzheimers will require a greater level
of care. During the middle stage of Alzheimer's, the
dementia symptoms are more Pronounced, The person
may confuse words, get frustrated or angry, and act in
unexpected ways
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GRAPHIC FAMILY
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