Holiday Greetings and all that,

In the spirit of silliness, please fill in the following blanks appropriately, or inappropriately if the kids aren’t around, then read the actual letter you’ve written, “Mad Lib”-style, from me to you, by you.  If you can’t tell an adverb from a marsupial clause, ask a third grader.  Their brains are still elastic enough that they know all that stuff.  All I can remember from way back then is the theme song to “Gilligan’s Island”.  (“Just sit right back and you’ll hear a tale, the tale of a fateful trip…”  Now you’ll have that running through your head all day.  You’re welcome.)

Plural noun ________________


Verb, past subjunctive (with an –ed) _____________________


Adjective _____________________


Adjective _____________________


Number ________________


Famous national park in Colorado _______________


Number ________________


Proper noun ______________________


Gerund (or whatever you call an –ing word) _________________


Another gerund ___________________


Yet another gerund _____________________


Sport _______________________

Position in soccer ______________________


Improper noun _______________________


Number _______________


Number _________________


Holiday _________________________


Interjection, possibly an expletive _________________________


Adjective _________________


Same adjective _____________________


Noun ____________________


Noun ____________________


Noun ____________________


Disney character __________________


Same Disney character ___________________


Number with a –th on it, like “9th” but don’t use that one _______________


Unit of time, plural __________________

3 random capital letters ___________________


Adjective ____________________


Animal, plural _________________


Animal ________________

Adjective _______________


Occupation __________________


Onomatopoeia ____________________

Occupation _________________


Company ___________________


Number ___________________


Noun ___________________

Holiday ___________________


Adjective _______________________

(Turn over for actual letter)

Dear _______________,


    (plural noun)


By far the year’s biggest adventure was our trip to Colorado to see Scott and Maryann get _________________.  It was a/an
     (verb, past subjunctive)

            
_________ week, and the wedding itself truly reflected their ___________ personalities and love of nature, from the chapel at the foot
     (adjective)






   (adjective)
of Long’s Peak to the picnic rehearsal dinner to the Moon Walk at the reception.  Before the wedding we camped for________  days
      (number)
                             
at _________________ and Rory climbed _________ foot _______________  Mountain even after Mal and Erin gave up, then he 
            (famous park in Colorado)

                         (number) 

   (proper noun)
threw up and slept for three hours.  

Back home we continue to spend most of our waking moments ___________, _________, and ________ sports.  Mal’s 








             (gerund)
   (gerund)
                    (gerund)

middle school cross country team placed 2nd in the state ____________ meet.   Erin still plays travel soccer and softball and now says 







            (sport)
it’s a tie for which she likes best, especially now that she started playing _________ in soccer.  Although Rory said he is going to play 







            
 (position in soccer)
in the ________ Cup some day, he spends so much time playing piano and singing, we’re bracing ourselves for the possibility that his 
               (improper noun)
last year of T-ball could be (gasp) his last in baseball cleats.  All _______ of us ran a ______ K race at _____________ and Kathleen 
 






     (number)
              (number)

(holiday)

and I found that “running with” Rory and Mal, respectively, just isn’t an option any more, __________.





         




              (interjection/expletive)


But did the kids say any _________ things, you ask?  Sure, __________ to me, at least, but exact quotes are tough to





(adjective)



(adjective)

remember (“…that started from a tropic port, aboard this tiny ship…”)  Erin informed us last year she was a ____________, then this 
       











             (noun)
year she said she was converting to  ______________-ism, and she now wants to be a __________ when she grows up.  Sorry, that’s 



             

             (noun)




    (noun)
not really funny unless I fill those in for you:  if you had “crustacean”, “lactose-intolerant-ism”, and “pedestrian”, score one point.  
Rory cried when he heard that __________ was no longer a planet, and put a sign reading “Save ________” on the ___________ 



       (Disney character)




                       (Disney character)
                      (number with –th)
planet on the solar system in his room.  Mal would’ve said something funny but he’s in 7th grade now, and we wouldn’t get it.

Kathleen is only 4 __________ away from finishing her ________ degree and getting a ________ job.  She apparently got a 


                    (unit of time)


      (3 random letters)


(adjective)

bit confused about her internship, perhaps forgetting (“…the mate was a mighty sailing man, the skipper brave and sure…”) that she 

was supposed to counsel people, not ____________, so her first successful “client”, Sandy, was “adopted” by our neighbors.




      (animal, plural)

Speaking of pets, we still have three, but some names have changed.  No, not the Animal Witness Protection Program--we 
actually had a death in the family.  Continuing our family tradition of leaving small reptiles buried in our yards for archaeologists to
discover in years to come, Spike the ________ was laid to rest in a _____________ ceremony one night last summer.  Oso remains 





     (animal)



(adjective)
vigilant for _________ and other dangers to our home, and Rory’s cat Simone now battles Erin’s cat Mandy for the “Dumbest Thing
                      (occupation)

on Four Legs” title.  Mandy disappeared for three days and was finally found in the crawl space under our old neighbors’ front porch,
but Simone wins for routinely falling off things and getting her claws stuck on blankets, walls, and chairs.  ___________!





                     






                        (onomatopoeia)

I’m still working, same job, as a _______________ at _______________, making $___________ a year.  Nothing funny 






   (occupation)
                 (company)

                  (number)

that I can remember (…five passengers that sailed that day for a three-hour tour, a three-hour tour…), so it must be time to wrap this 
up.  From my ___________ to yours, wishing you a Merry _______________ and a ____________ New Year.

              
                (noun)



                             (holiday)

                     (adjective)







Love,








Greg, Kathleen, Malachy, Erin, and Rory

