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Discussion Points

• AMI Subcommittee – formation and members

• Initial Challenges and Goals

• Accomplishments

• Future of the subcommittee

• Thoughts on the process as a whole

• Changes to the PMO



What were the main issues?

• Ambiguity between States / FDA / Manufacturers

• M-I-14-8 was issued – supposed to be guidance – wasn’t 
utilized in that manner

• 2015 NCIMS Proposal 134

• 2017 NCIMS – proposals submitted by AMI manufacturers –
none passed

• National Attention 
• Letters from US House of Representatives Committee on 

Agriculture and State Departments of Agriculture 
• Articles in Hoard’s Dairyman

• Letter from NMPF to NCIMS



AMI Subcommittee – received letter 10/18/2017

Ok, sounds easy





Membership –
AMI 

Subcommittee is 
a subcommittee 

of the NCIMS 
Technical 

Engineering 
Review 

Committee





Surveyed Subcommittee and NCIMS Membership 
January 2018

1. Based on the charge to NCIMS Sub-committee, what do you feel are 
the obstacles facing the objective?

2. What do you feel are potential solutions to meeting this objective? 

3. What are the main concerns for your agency with regard to regulating 
AMIs on U.S. dairy farms?

4. Remove Appendix Q (Yes – 48%; NO – 52%)

5. Please feel free to share any other comments you may have regarding 
the regulation of AMIs in the U.S.



Goals of the subcommittee

To have language in the PMO to regulate AMI 
units and installations in the same manner as all 

other milking systems

Have decision making done through consensus 



Accomplishments

• Revisions to the PMO
• Strike-out of Appendix Q
• Retained necessary language and blended that back into 

relevant parts of Section 7
• Added language to Appendix H

• Submitted Proposal 118 to 2019 NCIMS – PASSED AS 
SUBMITTED



Future of the Subcommittee

•Planning to restart meetings
• Tentative plan is to review the existing M-Is addressing 

AMIs – much of the language in most of them is no longer 
relevant or consistent with the PMO because of the 
passing of Proposal 118



Takeaway from the process

Biggest Accomplishment – bringing all stakeholders into the 
same room and getting consensus on most issues – we did not 
hold a single vote during our talks

My thought is this should be the model approach to making 
changes within the Grade A Program 



2019 NCIMS Proposal 118 

Changes to the PMO







Item 1r – Administrative Procedures









12r – Admin. Proc. Cont.







14r. Admin. Proc. Cont.











THANK YOU


