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Discussion

• Food Safety 

• Powdered Infant Formula

• Prevention Strategy - Queso Fresco 

• Nutrition & Labeling 

• Yogurt Standard of Identity

• Plant-Based Milk Alternative (PBMA) Guidance
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Powdered Infant Formula

• March 2023: 
FDA issued a letter to the 
powdered infant formula 
industry and a Call to 
Action 
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FDA’s 
Call to Action 

• Controlling water in dry 
production areas

• Verifying effectiveness of 
controls through 
environmental monitoring

• Implementing appropriate 
corrective actions when 
pathogen is found

• Implementing effective supply 
chain controls 

• Identifying all relevant 
biological hazards
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Powdered Infant 
Formula

• FDA will continue to implement 
Infant Formula Prevention 
Strategy*.  

• We need your help to protect 
this most vulnerable population.  

* Outline of FDA’s Strategy to Help Prevent 
Cronobacter sakazakii Illnesses Associated with 
Consumption of Powdered Infant Formula | 
FDA

https://www.fda.gov/food/new-era-smarter-food-safety/outline-fdas-strategy-help-prevent-cronobacter-sakazakii-illnesses-associated-consumption-powdered
https://www.fda.gov/food/new-era-smarter-food-safety/outline-fdas-strategy-help-prevent-cronobacter-sakazakii-illnesses-associated-consumption-powdered
https://www.fda.gov/food/new-era-smarter-food-safety/outline-fdas-strategy-help-prevent-cronobacter-sakazakii-illnesses-associated-consumption-powdered
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FDA Prevention Strategies

Prevention Strategies to Enhance Food Safety | FDA

https://www.fda.gov/food/new-era-smarter-food-safety/prevention-strategies-enhance-food-safety
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Queso Fresco Prevention Strategy

• Enhancing awareness of and 
compliance with regulatory 
requirements for industry

• Increase education and training 
materials

• Increase consumer messaging and 
education
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Update: Yogurt 
Standard of Identity

• June 2021: Final rule for yogurt SOI 
published

• December 2022: Federal Register 
response to 5 of 6 objections; sent a 
proposed order about changes to pH/TA 
requirements

• April 2023: Final order published 
codifying changes to pH/TA 

Note: More information can be found in the docket folder and on the 
FDA website. Docket FDA–2000–P–0126, FDA Constituent Update Page

https://www.regulations.gov/docket/FDA-2000-P-0126/document
https://www.fda.gov/food/cfsan-constituent-updates/fda-amends-standard-identity-yogurt
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Update: Yogurt Standard of Identity

• Compliance date: January 1, 2024

• FDA received requests for compliance 
date extensions for provisions related 
to “lowfat yogurt”.  

• FDA is offering enforcement discretion 
on a case-by-case basis (see FDA 
response in the Docket) 

• There may be interest in applications 
for TMPs 
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Draft Guidance: Labeling of Plant-
Based Milk Alternatives (PBMA) 
and Voluntary Nutrient Statements

• Issued February 22, 2023 with a 60-day 
comment period

• Comment period reopened on May 1st 

for 90 days until July 31st

• Informed by FDA’s 2018 Request for 
Information on the labeling of plant-
based alternatives with names that 
include the names of dairy foods and 
consumer research
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Overview:  Consumer Research,  Information from 
Comments, FDA Work, Selected Public Sources

In general, research appears to show or suggest that 

• A large majority of consumers refer to PBMA by 
names such as “soy milk” and “almond milk” and 
understand that PBMA do not contain milk.

• There is low knowledge level about the nutrients in 
PBMA.
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Potential Public Health 
Concern

• The Dietary Guidelines for Americans identifies 
the Dairy Group as a key contributor of 12 
nutrients, including nutrients of public health 
concern for all age groups (calcium, vitamin D, 
potassium).

• Potential public health concern related to the 
substitution of milk with PBMA that are not 
nutritionally similar to milk, particularly in 
children.

• Ensuring PMBA labels are clear will help 
consumers make informed dietary choices.  
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Draft Guidance: Voluntary Nutrient 
Statement Recommendations

• PBMA should bear a voluntary 
nutrient statement if:

▪ it includes the term “milk” in the 
name or statement of identity 
(e.g., “almond milk,” etc.); and

▪ has a nutrient composition that 
is different than milk

USDA FNS Fluid Milk Substitutes 
Nutrient Criteria
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Example of Voluntary Nutrient 
Statement

Close-up of a possible voluntary 
nutrient statement
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Draft Guidance: Labeling of PBMA and 
Voluntary Nutrient Statements

• Comments, information, research, and data are critical to inform 
decisions for the final guidance.

• In the Notice of Availability, we requested comment specifically on the 
nutrient criteria, if USDA criteria are most appropriate. 

• Docket FDA-2023-D-0451 open until July 31, 2023.

https://www.regulations.gov/document/FDA-2023-D-0451-0002



	Slide 1: Update from FDA
	Slide 2: Discussion
	Slide 3: Powdered Infant Formula
	Slide 4: FDA’s  Call to Action 
	Slide 5: Powdered Infant Formula
	Slide 6: FDA Prevention Strategies
	Slide 7: Queso Fresco Prevention Strategy
	Slide 8: Update: Yogurt Standard of Identity
	Slide 9: Update: Yogurt Standard of Identity
	Slide 10: Draft Guidance: Labeling of Plant-Based Milk Alternatives (PBMA) and Voluntary Nutrient Statements
	Slide 11: Overview:  Consumer Research,  Information from Comments, FDA Work, Selected Public Sources
	Slide 12: Potential Public Health Concern
	Slide 13: Draft Guidance: Voluntary Nutrient Statement Recommendations
	Slide 14: Example of Voluntary Nutrient Statement
	Slide 15: Draft Guidance: Labeling of PBMA and  Voluntary Nutrient Statements
	Slide 16

