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Today’s Updates

• Agricultural Marketing Service 

• Dairy Program

• Dairy Trade Related Activities



Transportation & Marketing Program

Dairy Business Innovation (DBI) 
Initiatives Grants Program
• ~ $ 23 M available for funding FY 23-26

• Since 2019 DBI have supported dairy businesses 
in the development, production, marketing, and 
distribution of dairy products.

• California State University, Fresno

• University of Tennessee

• Vermont Agency of Ag., Food & Markets

• University of Wisconsin

 



Commodity Procurement

Commodity Requirement Documents (CRDs)

Evaporated Milk
Effective July 2013

Infant Formula
Effective August 2013

Instant Nonfat Dry Milk
Effective August 2013

Fluid Milk
Effective November 2018

Mozzarella Cheese*
Effective September 2019

Natural American Cheese
Effective September 2019

Natural Pepper Jack Cheese
Effective October 2020

Package Butter
Effective March 2022

Pasteurized Process American 
Cheese and Kosher Certified 
Process Cheese Product
Effective May 2023

Natural Swiss Cheese
Effective August 2022

Ultra-High Temperature Milk
Effective February 2021

Yogurt Products*
Effective October 2020



Product Volume Value

Butter 287,280.00 $     824,220 

Cheese - Cheddar 86,374,920 $  204,711,660

Cheese - Mozzarella 67,150,685 $  139,080,595

Cheese - Pepper Jack 38,800.00 $     107,553

Cheese - Processed 38,887,200 $    86,862,085

EVAP 483,327 $     477,661

Fluid Milk 33,857,856 $    14,124,416

iNDM 3,863,808 $    14,242,517 

UHT 45,813,720 $    20,119,160 

Yogurt 2,128,314 $    2,128,314 

CY 23 Totals  278,885,910 $    484,159,784

Commodity Procurement CY 2023 Purchases 



Reasons for creating or updating CRDs

• USDA is purchasing a new product

• Alignment with commercial practice

• Market conditions

• Package size changes

• Optimize truckload configuration

Open Purchase Requests https://www.ams.usda.gov/open-purchase-request

CRDs https://www.ams.usda.gov/selling-food/product-specs

https://www.ams.usda.gov/open-purchase-request
https://www.ams.usda.gov/selling-food/product-specs


Milk for Manufacturing Purposes
• Published in 1963 to promote uniformity

• Referenced when discussing overall U.S. dairy 
regulatory system

• Last modified in 2011

• Public health and animal health items for 
review

• Special thanks to the NADRO Committee!

 Karie Williams (PA) Lead
David Hakes (Industry – DFA) 
Sean Heijja (VA)
Amanda Johnson (MI)

Audra Phillips (AL)
Matthew Siedschlaw (USDA)
Tyson Villarreal (WI)



FDA and USDA MOU 225-75-4002
Exchange of Information and Coordination of Activities  

• Quarterly product and environmental sampling for Salmonella in dry 

dairy facilities that are a part of the USDA Approved for Grading Service 

plants; 88 plants

• Alert FDA of any positive product or repetitive environmental samples

• Cursory inspections conducted identify Salmonella related issues for 

plant to be proactive addressing before next plant survey

• Plant Surveys conducted to inspect equipment for review of condition 

and sanitation; identify problems that could lead to food safety or 

quality issues

 



Federal Milk Marketing Orders (FMMO)

• Hearing was held in Carmel, Indiana for 49 
days from August 23, 2023, through January 
30, 2024.

• Notice to Trade Issued and Recommended 
Decision proposing to amend pricing formulas 
for all 11 FMMOs posted July 1, 2024.

• Federal Register Notice July 15, 2024! 
• Public comments due September 13, 2024.
• Inquiries may be submitted to the FMMO 

Rulemaking Team.  FMMOhearing@usda.gov  
202-720-4392

mailto:FMMOhearing@usda.gov


FAS

APHIS

FDAInt. Partners

AMS



Dairy Exports in 2023

Export value:
• $~7 billion 
• Third time to cross $7-billion mark

Top Markets in 2023

Value
1. Mexico – $2.3 Billion
2. Canada - $1 Billion
3. China - $607 Million
4. Philippines - $372 Million
5. South Korea - $320 Million

Quantity - Metric Tons
1. Mexico – 720,767
2. China – 423,022
3. Canada – 219,638
4. Philippines – 136,194
5. Indonesia – 120,356

Export quantity: 2,628,310 – Metric Tons



Import Requirements Determined by Trading Partners

AMS issued Certificates (140+)

• Most countries…

APHIS Issued Certificates (9)

• Albania

• Australia

• Georgia

• Japan

• Mexico

• New Zealand

• South Africa

• Suriname 

• Ukraine

Additional Requirements

• Facilities listing/registration

• Product registration

• Questionnaires 

• Testing/COA 



2023 ~59,000 Certificates 
>120 Countries Accept “General Sanitary” Certificate 



Derogation POC:
 Andrew Mendes
Andrew.Mendes@usda.gov 
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Questions?

mailto:Andrew.Mendes@usda.gov
mailto:dairyauditservices@usda.gov


Regulations

e.g., Pasteurized Milk 
Ordinance, 

Manufacture Grade 
Requirements 

Inspection

On-site inspection 
performed by State 
and Federal 
inspectors

Facilities Must Be in Good Regulatory Standing

Oversight

Federal oversight by 
FDA, APHIS & AMS

Non-compliance

Suspension or 
removal of eligibility 
for non-compliance 



U.S. Technical Advisory Group (TAG) to ISO Technical Committee 34 / 
Subcommittee 5 (TC34/SC5) – Milk and Milk Products

• Allows all U.S. stakeholders to provide 
feedback in the development of 
international analytical standards for 
milk and milk products

• U.S. consensus (“voice”) is submitted 
to ISO via the U.S. National Member to 
ISO, The American National Standards 
Institute

• Provides an avenue for direct 
collaboration with the International 
Dairy Federation (IDF)

• U.S. Dairy TAG Webinar July 25, 2024

U.S. POSITION

EXPERT & STAKEHOLDER COLLABORATION



Chris Thompson

International Standards Director

USDA/AMS/Dairy Program

1400 Independence Ave. , SW

Washington, DC  20250

Phone: 202.720.9382

Email: Christopher.D.Thompson@usda.gov 

Thank you!

mailto:Christopher.D.Thompson@usda.gov
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