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Securing Agriculture’s 
Workforce Act of 2026

• Introduced with 49 original bipartisan 
cosponsors on June 30 by House 
Agriculture Committee Chair Glenn “GT” 
Thompson

• Represents the most significant reform to 
the ag workforce in decades
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NMPF Priorities in Ag Labor Bill

• Grants dairy access to H-2A 
through removal of seasonality 
requirement (up to 350 days)

• Maintains up to 3-year 
authorization with ability to 
renew

• Allows staggered entry and 
exit of H-2A workers

• Improvements to housing and 
wage requirements

• Limited portability of workers 
outside of H-2A

• Waiver to the bar of admission 
for past unlawful presence 
without departure (with 
guardrails)

• Streamlined processes for 
reviewing petitions and visa 
applications
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Farm Bill 

• The Senate Ag Committee introduced their farm bill proposal on 
June 23

• The Senate proposal looks a lot like the House version passed 
in April that would provide additional support for farmers while 
boosting investment in federal farm loan programs

• Notably, the Senate draft steers clear of some of the more 
controversial issues that have bogged down recent debates, 
including disputes over pesticides and animal confinement 
standards. It also does not include any provisions to revoke or 
delay a cost-share requirement for states to cover a portion of 
their SNAP costs if their error rate is above 6%, a key issue for 
Democrats.

• The Senate Ag Committee is expected to hold its hearing on the 
bill in the coming weeks
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Nutrition

Prairie Farms Dairy Update - July 20266



Expanding Fluid Milk Options in Child 
Nutrition Programs

• Law passed Congress in December 2025, 

President signed January 2026

• Provides schools with the choice to serve whole, 

2%, 1% and skim unflavored and flavored milk in 

the school lunch program

• Exempts milk from saturated fat limit in school 

meals

• USDA issued final rule in May that gives schools the 

option to serve whole and 2% milk at breakfast, 

lunch and in the other nutrition programs in addition 

to 1% and skim

7



2025-2030 Dietary Guidelines for Americans
• “Eat real food”

• 3 serving of dairy recommended

• Full-fat dairy recommended

• “Highly” processed vs. “ultra” processed

o “Avoid highly processed packaged, prepared, ready-to-eat, or 
other foods that are salty or sweet, such as chips, cookies, and 
candy that have added sugars and sodium (salt). Instead, 
prioritize nutrient-dense foods and home-prepared meals. When 
dining out, choose nutrient-dense options.”

• Aggressive added sugar limit- 

• One meal should contain no more than 10 grams of added 
sugars

• Administration is planning to update school meals and WIC based 
on guidelines
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“Healthy” Nutrient Content Claim

• Final rule published February 25, 2025
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Serving Size Added Sugar 
Limit

Sodium Limit Saturated Fat 
Limit

2/3 cup 5% DV (2.5g) 10% DV 
(230mg)

10% DV (2g)

Serving of 1% 
flavored milk (8 
oz.)

6 grams 130mg 1.5g 



Flavored Milk and Yogurt in School Meals

• USDA working on updated proposed school meal rule based on 
new dietary guidelines

• New DGAs included aggressive added sugar limit- 

• One meal should contain no more than 10 grams of added 
sugar, no added sugars recommended for children under 
10

• Whole Milk for Healthy Kids law prevents USDA from banning 
flavored milk from schools

• However, we have concerns that USDA will make added sugar 
limits in school meals so restrictive, flavored milk and yogurt 
cannot be served

• USDA has repeatedly told us to be very active in the comment 
period once opened
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Ultra-Processed Definition

• Many states have passed bills removing “ultra-processed foods” 
in school meals

• FDA and USDA requested data and information to help develop 
a uniform definition of ultra-processed foods (UPF or UPFs) for 
human food products in the U.S. food supply

• NMPF submitted comments emphasizing:

• More research is needed to develop definition

• Nutrient-dense foods should be exempt from definition 
including all dairy foods

• Administration should not use any of the currently available 
classification systems

• Administration continues to make comments about timing of 
release, if it will be a white paper, etc.
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FARM Biosecurity Updates

• New voluntary online training 
module launched on dairies with 
multiple entrances

• Updated biosecurity database 
tested and launched

• Updated Secure Milk Supply 
Plan now available

• Updated Secure Milk Supply 
website launched
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Overview of changes to Secure Milk 
Supply Plan
• Expanded the SMS Plan for use beyond FMD to include similar 

contagious diseases, like HPAI (not exotic pests, like New World 
Screwworm).

• Removed the option to stop raw milk movement to commerce based on 
feedback from State Animal Health Officials and industry.

• Updated the Movement Permit Guidance Criteria for Dairy Farms 
Located within an FMD Control Area to clarify traceability and record 
keeping, monitoring for disease, and treating raw milk destined for animal 
feed to WOAH standards.

• Added an Appendix which is a summary of risk assessment, traceability, 
biosecurity checklist, biosecurity performance standards, bulk tank milk 
testing, and permit recommendations for raw milk and colostrum to 
commerce and animal feed, and cattle movements. Readers are referred 
to the Bovine Germplasm Movement Plan for semen, embryos, and high 
genomic merit cattle
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New
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Implementing FMD 

Testing of BTM as 

an Outbreak 

Response Tool
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Background: FMD and 
Milk Surveillance

• FMD is a highly contagious disease of 

cattle and other cloven-hoofed animals

• It is NOT a public health or food 

safety threat

• FMD has a viremic phase in animals
• Virus spreads throughout the body, 

including the mammary glands

• PCR testing milk for FMD, from one cow 

or multiple, can detect virus 1 to 4 days 

before clinical signs

• FMD shed in lower amounts compared 

to H5N1



Objective 1: Explore gaps 
to implement a PCR bulk 
tank milk test for FMD 
surveillance

• Interviews with U.S. and international 
FMD experts

• Lessons learned from H5N1 outbreak

• Interviews, surveys

• Two stakeholder forums

• Literature review of publications about 
FMD assays using BTM
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Stakeholder Forums

Dairy producers, dairy cooperatives and 

processors, licensed milk haulers/samplers, 

milk testing labs, state animal health 

officials, NAHLN lab directors/staff, USDA 

staff
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Objective 2: Create and 
socialize a white paper

• Describe current industry capabilities, 
gaps, NAHLN resources, sample 
handling logistics and guidance for 
industry, labs, policy makers

• FIRST: What milk sample can we use 
to test for FMD that represents ALL 
lactating cows producing saleable milk 
on a single farm in a 24-hour period? 
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Animal Health Surveillance Milk 
(AHSM) Sample

Proposed definition:

• One or more milk samples taken from the on-farm storage 
vessel(s) that represent saleable milk from at least one 
milking on one premises* for one day (24-hour period)

• Only collected and used to test for contagious regulatory 
diseases during an animal health outbreak

• May be the:

• “Universal” milk sample(s) OR

• Appendix N milk sample(s) OR 

• Collected at the same time

*All dairy business operations represented by a single (1) premises 

identification number (PIN)



FMD Surveillance Zone 
Testing of Milk
Purpose/Use Case: Determine if disease is 

spreading outside the Control Area (~6.21 

miles from edge of Control Area)

Sample Testing Frequency
• Determined by USDA CEAH based on 

surveillance goal(s)

• Control Area: Recommend Daily 

• Surveillance Zone: Recommend 

minimum twice a week from each herd
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AHSM Sample Collection and 
Transportation Recommendations
• Resource dependent

• Collection of AHSM sample

• Control Area: Same frequency as a “Universal” milk sample

• Surveillance Zone:  Same frequency as a “Universal” milk sample 

(streamline logistics for collectors, avoid variability)

• Transportation of AHSM sample 

• Control Area: Remain on farm, kept chilled, for same-day pick-up by a 

courier trained in proper handling and enhanced biosecurity practices 

to ship or directly deliver to the NAHLN lab for FMD testing

• Surveillance Area: AHSM sample could be transported as normal, with 

the bulk milk hauler/sampler

• SAHO would notify the “Universal” milk sample destination 

(processor or milk quality laboratory) as to which samples need to 

be forwarded to NAHLN lab
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Next: Public Comment Period

• Paper linked on NMPF 
website home page

• Submit comments June 17 
to August 17, 2026
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New World Screwworm Resources
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https://www.nmpf.org/resources/screwworm/



EPA PFAS Engagement

▪ Safe Drinking Water Act Changes

▪ EPA has determined limits on 4 PFAS in water were unlawfully 

issued

▪ EPA proposed extensions* to 4/46/2031, for PFOA & PFOS in 

a separate rule (*for those who ask for it)

▪ NMPF welcomes the revisitation

▪ Public meeting 7/7

▪ Comments due 7/20

▪ PFAS Risk Assessment

▪ NMPF and others strongly opposed Biden Administration draft 

RA

▪ MAHA wants action regardless

▪ EPA may issue limits on levels in biosolids for ag, but unlikely
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Other Issues In Progress

Environment & Other

• ELG’s For CAFO’s

• NAEMS Consent Agreements & Emissions

• EPCRA Air Emission Exemption Re-endorsement

• EPA: Pesticides

• PFAS regulations (multiple)
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Standards, Labeling & Food Safety

• UF & MF Milk in Standardized Cheese

• PB Labeling Issues

• Front-of-Pack Nutrition Labeling

• C. bot surveillance results and next steps

• FDA Sampling on NSW EUA Residues

• NCIMS – Spring 2027, St. Louis
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