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NYS HOMES AND
COMMUNITY RENEWAL

APPLICATIONS FOR COVID RENT RELIEF PROGRAM
ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT HTTPS://HCR.NY.GOV/RRP

Previous applications do not have to reapply to receive consideration. NYS Homes and
Community Renewal (HCR) announced the COVID Rent Relief Program will be reopened for
application with expanded eligibility criteria in an effort to serve New Yorkers who may have not
had the opportunity to initially apply and those who may have been previously ineligible.
Applications will be accepted through Monday, February 1, 2021. Residents who need help or
have questions about their application can contact HCR’s COVID Rent Relief Program Call
center for assistance at 1-833-499-0318 or email covidrentrelief@hcr.ny.gov.

VOLUNTEER WRITERS WANTED
 TO COVER LOCAL STORIES

Ssabba@woodsideherald.com

Looking for coverage of community events
and community outreach stories

COVID RENT RELIEF
EXTENSION PROGRAM

The COVID Rent Relief Extension Program new application period will be open from Friday,
December 18th through Monday, Feb. 1, 2021. The program will provide eligible households
with a one-time rental subsidy that will be sent directly to the household’s landlord. Applicants
will not need to repay this assistance. Applications will be accepted throughout the application
period. HCR will prioritize eligible households with “greatest economic and social need.”

To apply, please visit https://hcr.ny.gov/rrp.
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A TALE OF TESTING
by Dr. Sharon M. Cadiz

I have become nostalgic for the times
when I could walk a couple of blocks and
find a COVID testing site without lines and
complete with a ready group of individuals
prepared to administer the test for free.
Even as time passed and the site mysteri-
ously closed seemingly because people
rarely went there, I was still able to find
another place for testing at Riis Center in
Queensbridge. Next, I was surprised to find
testing available on the grounds of the former
Sports Authority on Northern Blvd. in
Woodside and went there with ease to have
tests done on two separate occasions fol-
lowing a brief waiting time.  Well, it seems
that the “golden age” of easy COVID 19
testing has passed and we are in the stage
that begs the question; ”Do you feel lucky?”

I am, by nature, a resourceful and
optimistic person; however, for the entire
month of December I was frustrated by
the challenges and impediments to getting
tested.  The familiar Northern Blvd. test-
ing site has become one endless line of
people waiting for their turn.  For young
people or doggedly determined individu-
als without other options, this might be
doable, but for me it is a barrier to care.

My husband and I got lucky in Novem-
ber when we happened to spy a “pop-up”
testing site on the corner of Broadway and
46th Street.  We never found it again, so my
search began as I saw lines forming every-
where including City MD and other urgent
care facilities throughout the holiday sea-
son. Then I was introduced to the “walk-in”
versus “appointment” distinctions that fur-
ther puzzled me adding to my lingering
feelings of frustration.  When I walked into
an urgent care site, I was told that testing was
by “appointment only.”  Being stunned by
disbelief about how unlucky I felt, I simply
left without requesting an appointment.

Another change in the process was the
fact that now I needed to give my insur-
ance information to receive the test. One
Saturday while on a local shopping trip, I
saw a sign that seemed to be the answer to
a prayer. It boasted that they provided free
testing with rapid results. I wrote down the
address that took me to what appeared to
be a medical or laboratory setting. There
were people milling about outside, so I
stood with them until one person said,
“You have to go inside to sign the list.” So
I promptly went inside where I saw two
people seated behind a reception desk. I
was told to sign in. At the time, it was
about 1:20pm and I was told to return at
3:00pm. Nervously, I asked do I come
inside when I come back and the person
said: “Yes.” One would assume that I had
just made an appointment. I returned at
3:00pm, made my presence known and
was told to wait outside with the others
who, by this time, had been divided into
two lines; one for “walk-ins” and one for
“appointments.”  Although one should
never assume, I took the plunge and as-
sumed that I had an appointment.  It was
only after standing outside for about an
hour behind a disgruntled young man who
lamented that he was trying to be seen
since 11:30am, that I went inside to dis-
cover that I, in fact, did not have an ap-
pointment and was considered a “walk-
in.” Furthermore, I was told that my wait
time could not be determined.

Since that fateful day, I have explored
other leads, even one that I got from check-
ing nyc.gov for local testing sites.  This led
me to a nearby pharmacy. I called ahead
and was told that there was only one

person in front of me. I rushed over and
when I arrived I was told that the next
available appointment was two weeks
away and that rapid testing could be done
for $60.  I left this scene with a feeling of
failure, once again. This past Friday, as I
struggled to re-energize my search, I saw
a comprehensive list of local testing sites
and I used it to form a new plan of attack.
I considered going to Elmhurst Hospital,
but I saw a photo that pictured another
instance of long lines. I opted instead to
travel with my husband and two friends on
Saturday to go to the LaGuardia Airport
parking lot testing site. We were excited to
think that we might finally be able to get
tested.  As we pulled into the parking lot,
we saw a very long line and when we
inquired about the wait, a security guard
told us: “It’s about a two hour wait.”  Our
collective hopes were dashed by this news
because none of us could see ourselves
standing in line for that length of time,
which likely would be even longer.

When Monday, January 4th arrived, I
got on the telephone to call my primary
care physician for an appointment and
COVID testing. I was given an appoint-
ment for January 26th and told that they
only did the “antibody” test.  Well, I have
an appointment, so I feel like something
was accomplished. At that point, after
unsuccessfully trying to get an appoint-
ment for COVID testing at the Floating
Hospital presumably because there are
many locations, my husband suggested
that I call “311” which I did. A wonderful
operator named Elliot outlined a process
for getting results that he himself “tested,”
and I was elated.  I felt an immediate
feeling of support because he seemed to
understand my plight.  He clearly wanted
to help.  We reviewed the process and
when it was clear that I “got it,” he let me
know that if I had any trouble, I could call
back for help.  I followed his instructions;
got the number to the Floating Hospital;
spoke to a kind scheduler and I am pleased
to say that she gave me an appointment for
Wednesday, January 6th.

I have shared my personal story of
COVID testing to illuminate the fact that
there is a need to problem solve this maze
of confusion about testing and access.
When demand was low, there were many
more sites. Now that the demand is high,
there are fewer sites.  Also, there seems to
be no accommodation for seniors or vul-
nerable populations in need of testing.
Finally, as a neighbor of mine captured it,
the COVID 19 response has been a politi-
cal response, not a public health one.  As
we enter a new phase related to vaccina-
tions, I believe that we will probably face
challenges similar to what I have described.
Let’s call for solutions and better ways to
manage what is already a stressful situa-
tion. If you are in need of navigation
through the testing process, I gladly offer
some of the help I received from “311.”
Use the number 855-48 on your cell phone
and text COVID TEST (all capital letters).
A list of testing sites will be sent to your
phone after you provide some basic infor-
mation and your zip code.  The Floating
Hospital located at 41-43 Crescent Street
seemed to be the most convenient, so I
called for an appointment. You can also
reach them directly by calling 718-784-
2240, ext. 107. I am sending you my best
wishes for health and success in your
efforts to get tested. I refrain from wishing
you “good luck” because this kind of help
should not be based on luck.
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We are open for business. A doctor’s visit is

one-on-one and very safe. There are never

more than 5 people in the whole office at any

one time. We will be here for the duration if and

when the public needs a foot doctor.

HOLIDAY TREE MULCHING
Trees are chipped, mixed with leaves and recycled into

rich compost for NYC’s parks, institutions, and community
gardens. Remove all lights, ornaments, tinsel, stands and
plastic bags from your tree.

ARTIFICIAL TREES

Donate or sell used artificial trees in good condi-
tion at donateNYC.

Or, if possible, take apart your tree to recycle the base and trunk
(pole) with your metal, glass, plastic and cartons.  Remove all
lights, ornaments and tinsel before placing at the curb.

Otherwise, set it out as garbage on regular collection day(s). If
the tree is greater than 4 feet, you should make a bulk pick-up
appointment. To schedule a bulk pick-up appointment, visit the
Bulk Item Disposal page or call 311.

MAKE YOUR OWN MULCH

Use evergreen boughs and branches from your Christmas tree
as mulch to enrich the soil in your garden or street tree beds. Just
cut off the smaller branches of your Christmas tree and remove the
twigs from evergreen boughs. Lay three to four inches of these
trimmings over the bare soil around street trees or in your garden.
After removing the branches for mulch, you can take your tree to
MulchFest or leave it out for our collection.

MulchFest

Remove all ornaments, lights, tinsel, and stands from natural
trees and take them to MulchFest for free chipping.

Weather permitting, DSNY will collect clean Christmas
trees through Friday, January 15, 2021.
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NYC.GOV FOOD ASSITANCE
Visit www.NYC.gov/GetFood for COVID-19 food assistance

resources. Visit www.FoodHealpNYC to find a location near

your home distributing meals for free, including food

panties and Grab & Go meals at NYC Schools, available for

all children or adults in need.

COVID BURIAL ASSISTANCE

EMPLOYMENT SERVICES
Health and Hospitals hiring 500 non-clerical staff to help

with patient transport, clerical work and cleaning. No

medical background is required and hiring will be

expanded to thousands soon. Please visit www.nyc.gov/

getwork for more information and to apply.

The Human Resources Administration will provide
financial assistance to individuals in need of assistance to

meet funeral expenses.  www1.nyc.gov/HRA

SUNNYSIDE & WOODSIDE MUTUAL AID FOOD PANTRIES

SATURDAY BETWEEN 1-2:30PM

Rain or Shine! Please spread the word!

LOTS OF NUTRITIOUS PRODUCE!

- 46th Street-Bliss station, - 61st Street station

- Woodside Houses (49th & Broadway)

CON EDISON
SMELL GAS. ACT FAST.

1. SMELL- Natural gas smells like rotten eggs.

2. GAS- If gas is in the air, a spark could cause an explosion.

Don’t light a match, smoke, flip a switch, ring a doorbell or touch

appliances or electronics including phones.

3. RUN- If you suspect a gas leak, get everyone out immediately.

4. CALL- When you’re safe, call 911, Con Edison (1-800-75-

CONED) or National Grid (1-718-643-4050)

Don’t assume someone else has already called. You can report

leaks anonymously. www.coned.com/gassafety
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WE’RE OPEN AND HERE TO SERVE
OUR QUEENS COMMUNITY

Linda@meritgroupassociates.com
#718-786-6700

SWORN IN FOR
7TH TERM

On Tuesday, January 6, 2021,

State Senator Joseph P.

Addabbo, Jr. was virtually

sworn in via Zoom for his 7th

term as State Senator

representing the 15th District.

OPTIMISTISM AFTER ACCEPTANCE
OF MOBILE SPORTS BETTING

“It is encouraging to hear that Governor Cuomo will embrace mobile sports betting in
his State of the State Address. By legalizing mobile sports betting, New York will be able
to reap the benefits of the economic gains it will create and help the state rebuild after the
COVID-19 pandemic, in addition to increasing educational funding, addressing illegal
activity in the state and assisting those with gaming addictions. I look forward to working
with the Governor and his office to efficiently implement mobile sports betting for the
people of New York,” said Senator Addabbo.
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