Christian Debating

During the course of our Christian walk we will inevitably encounter those who have differences of belief whether it be within or without the church. This lesson is intended to show what the Scriptures teach on how a Christian should debate their differences of opinion verses how the world may debate and which methods are more pleasing to God.

Worldly Debating Methods

In the world we often encounter those who are skilled in speech and often may use tactics to further their cause, often at the expense of the truth. Sometimes people are even trained in these tactics such as in High School debating teams etc. wherein the goal is not so much to further the truth or obtain a common understanding but rather to simply win the debate. In Biblical times the same patterns exist as is shown in the following passages:

1. Refusing to listen to the opposing side

Zechariah 7:8-14 …refused to hearken, pulled away shoulder, stopped ears

Acts 7:54-60 …cried with loud voice, stopped ears, stoned him

2 Nephi 6:58-72 …learned think they are wise, wo unto deaf will not hear

2. Demonize the messenger, Personal attacks

Matthew 11:16-19 …they say He hath a devil

John 10:18-21 …many said He hath a devil and is mad

Acts 12:13-16 …they said unto her, Thou art mad

Acts 26:24-25 …much learning make thee mad, I am not mad

Mosiah 1:102-105 …say He hath a devil, shall crucify Him

Mosiah 7:100-104 …slay him, he is mad, judged me that I am mad

Helaman 16:6 …behold he hath a devil, power of devil

3. Straw Man arguments, Diversions, Dodging the issue

Matt. 12:1-15 …disciples not lawful, sabbath day, Pharisees sought to destroy Him

Luke 13:10-17 …healed on sabbath, ruler of synagogue with indignation

Acts 6:8-15 …Stephen, speak blasphemous words against holy place, law

Acts 16:16-22 … damsel possessed spirit divination, soothsaying, followed Paul

4. Trap opponent with words, Lies

Isaiah 29:20-21 …watch for iniquity, lay a snare for him that reproveth at gate

Mark 12:13-17 …Pharisees to catch Him in His words

Alma 8:18-44 …cunning devices, catch them in words, skillful lawyers

5. Use of Anger, Shouting, Intimidation and Violence

Isaiah 58:3-4 … fast for strife and debate, smite with fist of wickedness

Matthew 11:12 … kingdom of heaven suffereth violence

Mark 15:9-15 …chief priests delivered him for envy, crucify him

Romans 28:21-32 …wise became fools, full of envy, murder, debate, malignity

      Note: Vine’s Dictionary: Debate = Greek ARIS, Strife, Strife of words

Acts 5:12-29 …high priest, Sadducees filled with indignation, laid hands on Apostles

Acts 17:5-13 … set all of city on an uproar, stirred up people

Acts 19:24-41 …shrines for Diana, full of wrath, cried out, uproar

2 Timothy 3:1-17 …last days perilous times, fierce, despisers of those good

Christian Debating Methods

As can be readily seen, worldly debating methods are often negative and hinder the truth. Often when a person or people are backed into a corner and cannot defend their practices with the truth they will resort to deception, diversions or personal attacks and when that fails they often ultimately resort to verbal or physical violence. Christian debating however is the opposite of this and when these Christian methods are applied the person is much more likely to win the debate and spread the truth to where both sides can win. The following Scriptures detail how a Christian should debate their differences.

1. Using Charity

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 …have not charity, I am nothing, charity never faileth

1 Corinthians 16:14 …let all things be done with charity

Colossians 3:12-15 …kindness, meekness, put on charity, perfectness

2 Peter 1:4-10 …add faith, virtue, knowledge, godliness, charity

Moroni 7:48-53 …cleave unto charity, pure love of Christ

2. Reasoning with one another

Isaiah 1:18-20 … come let us reason together

Acts 17:1-4 … Paul reasoned them out of the scriptures, some believed

Acts 18:1-6 …Paul reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath, shook his raiment

3. Use the Scriptures as the final authority, Fasting and Prayer

Matthew 21:42 … did ye never read the scriptures?

Matthew 22:23-30 …ye do err, not knowing the scriptures

Luke 24:25-32 …he expounded all the scriptures concerning himself

John 5:39 …search the scriptures, they testify of me

Acts 17:10-12 …searched scriptures daily whether those things were so

Acts 18:24-28 …Apollos mighty in scriptures, shewing by the scriptures

2 Timothy 2:15 …study to shew thyself approved, not be ashamed

2 Nephi 2:19-21 …shall write, grow together, confounding false doctrines

Jacob 5:38 …peace and love of God restored, searched scriptures

Alma 17:2-3 …searched scriptures diligently, much prayer and fasting

3. Avoid Worldly Methods, Contention, Foolish Questions

1 Timothy 1:3-8 …fables, genealogies minister questions

2 Timothy 2:22-26 …foolish questions gender strife

Titus 3:9 …avoid foolish questions, strivings about the law, vain

Ephesians 4:25-32 …bitterness, wrath, anger, clamour be put away

3 Nephi 5:29-31 …no disputations, spirit of contention is of the devil

4. God Authenticating the Message and the Messenger

1 Corinthians 2:1-5 …not with speech or wisdom, demonstration of Spirit

Acts 2:22-24 …Jesus, approved of God, miracles, signs, wonders

Acts 2:42-47 …wonders and signs done by Apostles, one accord

Acts 5:12-16 …hands of Apostles many signs and wonders, more added

Hebrews 2:3-4 …God bearing witness with signs and wonders

Jacob 5:1-38 … Sherem learned in language, subverted people, struck down

Alma 16:7-77 …antichrist, Korihor, leading hearts of many, struck down

