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Wisdom From the District
Commander

Hello Fellow Legionnaires,
It’s that time of year for our
Summer Conventions at both
the District and Department
levels.
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As a reminder, the “Great” 1st
District Convention will be held
on Sunday, May 31 at 9:30 a.m.
at Winnow-Arn American
Legion Post 541, 109 S. 5th St.,
Continental, OH 45831.
The Department Convention
will take place July 10–12, 2026
at the Toledo Glass City
Convention Center (see
attached flyer for details).
All Posts should elect or
appoint delegates to both
conventions. These meetings
are where new officers are
elected, important resolutions
affecting the Legion are
discussed and voted on and
many individual, Post and
District awards are presented.
The District Convention Call
has been mailed to all Posts.
Please review it carefully, as it
includes important information
about the District Convention,
Post award nomination forms
and District activity bid forms.
If you have never attended a
Department Convention, this is
a great year to do so. As the
“Great” 1st District serves as
the host District, I would like to
see a strong turnout from our
members to show the
Department of Ohio that we
truly are the best in the State.
I also encourage local Posts to
consider hosting a dinner or
event to provide a warm
welcome to our out-of-town
guests during the Department
Convention.
It is my sincere hope that every
Post in The Great First District
is represented at both of these
events.

v/r
Dean Boyers
Commander
The Great FIRST District

Web Site: https://www.thegreatfirstdistrict.com
Jayson Montgomery
jracmm@gmail.com

Facebook www.facebook.com/The American
Legion-Great FIRST District of OHIO 

Upcoming E-Boards and Conferences

District Convention
May 31st, Winnow-Arn Post 541
Convention Committees meet at 8:30 am
Convention scheduled to start at 9:30 am.

*Dress for all E-Boards and Conferences is Legion
Business Casual, Uniform Cap, Legion Polo and
Slacks. Dress for the District Convention is Legion
Dress, Uniform Cap, Blue Blazer, Tie, Slacks.



Membership With the 1st Vice
Burnie Rau

Look how time flies. It’s already the end
of April and Mother’s Day is right around
the corner. Thinking of the Legion
family, celebrate our moms. We
wouldn’t be here without them.
Memorial Day will be here very soon, as
well. I’m sure many of you have
ceremonies, parades, etc. Honor our
deceased veterans. The monthly target
date for National is May 13 th (Armed
Forces Day). Post goal is set at 100%.
The Great First District (as of April 22 nd
) sits at 93.68%, placing us 8 th in the
Department of Ohio. The Department is
at 92.75% nationally (18 th Nationally).
This year Department Convention is in
our own District. Toledo is hosting the
event downtown. It is sure to be
enjoyable. Hotels will fill up fast when
the flyer hits the mailbox. Go to
www.OhioLegion.com get the
information, call and reserve to beat the
rush. Our District Convention is May 31
st at Continental American Legion Post
541. If you have any Legion or
Membership questions, feel free to get
in touch with me.

v/r
Burnell Rau
1st Vice Commander

Activities With the 2nd Vice Jeff
Hess

250 Celebration. I am still looking for a
Post to hoist this event. Adams
Township Post offered to let us
use their building. However, I still need
people to help plan and organize the
event. This event celebrates the
founding of our great country. It would
be a shame if we could not find a post
to host this great event. In addition it is
a fund raiser for the post that hosts the
event. If your post would like to hold
this event please let me know.
Department Euchre Tournament, May
9th , 2026. The tournament will be held
at Warren McIntire Post 262, 350
Randolph St. Hamler OH. Registration
starts at 11 am. The tournament starts
at noon. The Toledo Mudhens are
having a military appreciation night on
Friday May 22 nd . I have reserved 60
seats. The cost is $14 before taxes and
fees. A flyer with the QR code is
attached. The District golf outing will be
held on Aug 9 th at sycamore hills golf
course. This event is being hosted by
Bradner Post. The District gun raffle is
going good. The district is raffling a
Henry Arms Golden Boy American
Legion Tribute Edition 22 rifle. Tickets
are 1 for $10 and 3 for $20. If you would
like to buy tickets you can
contact me and I will get some to you.
The District Commander also has
tickets. The drawing will be held at the
Department Convention on July 11th.

For God and Country,
Jeff Hess
2nd Vice Commander



﻿Chaplain’s Thoughts with Chaplain
Randy Roberts

In the month of May, we find ourselves
in a month that carries deep meaning
for all who have served and for those
who continue to serve. May brings with
it National Military Appreciation Month,
capping it off with Memorial Day. A
sacred time to honor and remember our
brothers and sisters who made the
ultimate sacrifice. It’s more than just a
date on the calendar, it is a time when
we pause, and our nation remembers
as a whole to reflect on the cost of
freedom and to honor those who served
and gave their lives to preserve the
freedoms we enjoy. As Legionnaires we
play a vital role in carrying the torch of
remembrance. Whether offering prayers
at ceremonies, standing quietly with a
grieving family, or listening to a veteran
process old memories. We offer comfort
and connection in moments that truly
matter. May is also Mental Health
Awareness Month, another reminder
that our work doesn’t stop with
remembrance—it also includes
restoration. Let’s continue being
available to our comrades who may be
struggling silently. A kind word, a check-
in call, or simply showing up can make
a profound difference. All of us are
ministers of hope and healing, and your
role in that sacred work is more
important than ever.
We as Legionnaires must be about our
Father’s business. Matthew 22:36-40
“the two greatest Commandments are
to love God with all your heart, soul and
mind, and to love your neighbor as
yourself.” This means we need to step
out of our comfort zone and go out and
connect with others, talk to them and
encourage them or it may mean serving
them in some way to make their life
easier. This will make your life much
richer and happier.

From the Desk of the Adjutant Kevin
Motter

We all should have submitted our
Consolidated Post Reports by now.

There are Three reports you must submit
yearly to receive your membership dues
cards. They are the Consolidated Post
Report (CPR)
Post Data Report (PDR)
Post Officer Certification
These forms along with their due dates are
mailed to you as the Post Adjutant or they
can be found at:
www.ohiolegion.com/forms/ under the right
column titled "Post Forms".
Department is using a new email address
for submitting forms. Please send all forms,
including those above, to this address:
forms@ohiolegion.com
*It wouldn't hurt to cc me in on your form
submissions at:
1stdistrictohio@gmail.com
I can resubmit them if needed and take that
problem off your back.
or mail them to:
The American Legion Dept of Ohio
60 Big Run Road
Delaware, Ohio 43015
*As a cost saving effort, Department Hq
no longer has a Post Office Box. Use the
address highlighted above when mailing.
The job of a Post or District Adjutant is not
hard! You can train a Baboon to do it. The
only thing necessary is a desire to see your
Post or District succeed, the ability to keep
track of dates and submit forms on a
regular basis. That’s it! The frustration
comes when you must deal with individuals
who are more impressed with their own title
and fail to either oversee or do the above. I
have mailed out Convention Calls three
years in a row now and it never fails that I
have four or more packets returned as the
address provided by the Post is wrong. I
double check with the Post Locator and if a
Post doesn’t receive mail at a physical



v/r
Randy Roberts
District Chaplain                                                

location or PO Box, I mail it to the address
given for where dues are sent. There are
times, that too is wrong. I just sent one that
was returned to the Post’s email, which
was wrong also. As you fill out your Post
Data Report, PLEASE ensure you list your
Post’s physical address, a mailing address,
a valid email address and phone
number. Also make sure your current dues
is correct. The Information form the PDR is
what national uses to update the Post
Locator, you know the place younger
veterans look to find a Post near them? It is
also printed on the dues notices that
national mails out.

v/r
Kevin Motter
1st District Adjutant

DISTRICT MEMBERSHIP STATS













COUNTY COUNCIL SCHEDULE





News From Around The Great FIRST District

News about Post Grants from Ohio American
Legion Charities Inc.
Charles Stennis, Past Department Commander and
President of Charities Inc., said they are in the
process of establishing a separate 501(c)
organization to meet the requirements of the Ohio
Attorney General's office regarding granting money
back to Posts for improvements. This process should
be completed by the end of the year. New guidelines
and an application process will be established.

If your Post has news it would like to appear in the Great FIRST District Newsletter, please
submit it to the Editor by the 25th of the month for the next issue at: 1stdistrictohio@gmail.com





































AMERICAN LEGION BASIC TRAINING
 
How many members of your Post have taken The American Legion Basic Training Course?
Have you taken The American Legion Basic Training Course?
Knowledge is Power. Find the Basic Training Course online at www.legion.org

Attend District Conferences and Conventions, WIN FREE Money!

Did you know your Post can win between $100 and $400 just by having any Post Officer attend a
District Conference or Convention? We draw one Poker Chip at the end of each Conference with
a Post Number from each Post in the Great FIRST District, if a member of your Post is present,
your Post WINS! If not, the money rolls over to the next meeting.
See the meeting schedule on the front page!

NEXT DRAWING IS WORTH $300.00
ALL YOUR POST NEEDS TO DO IS SEND A DELEGATE!



Not getting the Ohio Legion News?

Click on this QR Code:

1st District Facebook Page

Now you can find and share the Great FIRST District
Facebook Page with your Post members by using
the QR Code. Point your smart phone camera at the
code and BOOM! You are there with all the up-to-
date information on District activities.

Or copy and paste the below into your web browser:
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?
id=100091936718414

SUPPORT THESE GREAT VETERAN OWNED BUSINESSES

Metal Fabricator
17026 Co Rd 8, Montpelier, OH,

United States, Ohio
(808) 754-5725

Twistedrootsmetalworks@gmail.com
twistedrootsmetalworks.com

Providing mobile Dj, 360/Photobooth,
comedy magic, GAME SHOWS,
Furry Overstuffed Animal Karts,

more!
335 Empire Street, Montpelier, OH,

United States, Ohio
(567) 239-2493

dacluckey@hotmail.com
www.fourofakindent.com

Subscribe and Share the Great FIRST District
Newsletter

Of the nearly 7,041 Legionnaires in the District only 262 of them, with ALA and Sons, are
receiving this newsletter. Of that number, only half are opening and reading it.

﻿Help us grow those numbers. Every Legionnaire with an email address should be receiving it.
Forward it to your Post membership. Anyone who wishes to receive it only needs to send me

https://www.twistedrootsmetalworks.com/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExZXFOVmZxZ25Bblc2MDJoUnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6ScB0im1O8y9U9EWP8uGnBpHGqbN_CUpPgjH6yJiS9XJoh5EkZwayFTkIhsA_aem_JHP32ZQxspqrljxzZHNVAw
https://www.fourofakindent.com/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExZXFOVmZxZ25Bblc2MDJoUnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7YofV-a7qKDamJNy-g9x0Otsb4G_1BsCRsPuHvETbzkxYcb7LTrCqnVYfo1g_aem_8qcfzwKyh_PliUWC9bA_kw


their name, Legion affiliation and an email address. If you have an event coming up, send it also
for inclusion in the newsletter to: 1stdistrictohio@gmail.com

Connect with us on Facebook or our website!

First District American Legion of Ohio | 516 West Main Street | Montpelier, OH 43543 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=iraffiliate&nav=1d617bde-bb57-40b4-b2fc-ee621d6b743c
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