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From: Encyclopedia of American Religions(7th ed.) Publisher: Gale “ASSEMBLY OF YAHVAH:History. 
Among the first to accept the idea of the Sacred Name movement were Elder Lorenzo Snow (b. 1913) and his 
wife, Icie Lela Paris Snow (b. 1912), members of the Seventh Day Church of God at Fort Smith, Arkansas. 
They affiliated with the original Assembly of Yahweh led by C. O. Dodd, and L. D. Snow was licensed to 
preach by the church in the early 1940s. In 1945, he began publishing The Yahwist Field Reporter. Four years 
later, he moved to Emory, Texas, where he and other sacred name believers attending a camp meeting 
formed the Assembly of Yahvah. They used the spelling of the Creator's name that Snow had come to believe 
was most correct. Elder Snow served as overseer until 1961, since which time a number of people have 
served in that capacity including Howard Jefferson, James Pridmore, and Wilburn Stricklin. During this time, 
Snow served two additional terms. From 1945 to 1961, Snow also served as editor of the Reporter (now The 
Elijah Messenger). In 1970, he began a second periodical, The World Today, which also serves the 
assembly... ASSEMBLY OF YAHWEH: The Sacred Name movement began among members of the 
Seventh-Day Church of God during the 1930s. Possibly the oldest surviving assembly is the Assembly of 
Yahweh in Eaton Rapids, Michigan, originally chartered as the Assembly of YHWH. Among its charter 
members were Joseph Owsinski, John Bigelow Briggs, Squire LaRue Cessna, and Harlan Van Camp, George 
Reiss, Daniel Morris, William L. Bodine, John M. Cardona, Edmund P. Roche, and Marvin Gay. The original 
charter allowed some variation in the spelling of the Sacred Name, but Yahweh came to be accepted. It 
associated with other independent assemblies, in large part through the efforts of C. O. Dodd, an early Sacred 
Name advocate.Dodd founded a magazine, The Faith, at Salem, West Virginia, in 1937 originally to promote 
the observance of Yahweh's feasts (as described in the Old Testament) among the members of the Seventh 
Day Church of God. In 1938 he organized the Faith Bible and Tract Society. Within a few years Dodd had 
become convinced of the Sacred Name position and began using it on the pages of The Faith. The magazine 
tied together the growing movement and became a major instrument in its spread.



After Dodd's death it was passed to several assemblies until 1969 when the assembly at Eaton Rapids took 
responsibility for publishing it. The Faith Bible and Tract Society was continued by Dodd's family in Amherst, Ohio. 
A lengthy statement of faith asserts the assembly's aim to remove the names substituted by man for the true 
names: Yahweh, the Father, and his son, Yahsua the Messiah. To that end, the assembly has published an edition 
of Old and New Testament scriptures with the names restored. The assembly upholds the Ten Commandments, 
including the seventh-day Sabbath, and practices footwashing, baptism by immersion, and the festivals according 
to Leviticus 23. The Old Testament food laws are advocated, as are tithing and divine healing. The assembly is 
non-Trinitarian. Though autonomous, it has fellowship and communication with like assemblies across the United 
States and in some 30 countries worldwide. The assembly also sponsors a Wellness Center, which conducts 
two-week programs on the preparation and consumption of "Living Foods": blending, fermentation, dehydration 
and use of organic foods such as seeds, nuts, grains, fruits, and vegetables. ASSEMBLY OF YHWHHOSHUA: 
The Assembly of YHWHHOSHUA is a small Sacred Name groups in Colorado. It differs from other Sacred Name 
groups in its designation of YHWH (as opposed to Yah, Yahweh, or Yahvah) as the true revealed name of the 
Almighty and YHWHHOSHUA (YHWH plus HOSHUA) for the name of the Messiah (as opposed to Yahshua or 
Yahoshua). The Assembly of YHWHHOSHUA is not affiliated with any other Sacred Name body. It also teaches 
the Oneness of YHWH–Father, Son, and Holy Spirit–rather than the Trinity. The assembly teaches that the Roman 
Catholic Church, along with her daughter churches, are the Great Whore spoken of in Rev. 17 and that the United 
States of America is modern Babylon (Rev. 18). Out of that belief, members do not pay taxes, and do not pay 
social security (in accordance with Mat. 6: 19-21). Social Security numbers are believed to be a form of 
governmental control leading to the mark of the Beast (Rev. 14: 16, 17).
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