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Reading Response One 

“Scaffolding Instruction for ELLs” 

Scaffolding is one of the most useful elements in a lesson, unit and curriculum in 

general that a teacher could embed in effort to see higher student success and achievement. 

There are many underlining expectations and implementation strategies that correspond into 

the process of scaffolding. In this article, “Scaffolding instruction for English learners in first 

grade: The power of joint construction” the six c’s that outline the very important structure of 

scaffolding are presented, elaborated and shown in the lesson that this article examines. This 

chapter allows for a teacher or other educators to understand and have a true example 

explained, in great detail, which allows them to find the best methods possible to implement 

them within their personal planning and practice. The research in this chapter focuses on 

deeping “Teachers' knowledge and providing instructional approaches and practice for 

supporting 6th-grade through 12th grade English learners (ELs) to meet the ambitious 

expectations of the Common Core State Standards.” (Page 24). Certainly, this research is 

important as it assists with developing deeper pedagogical principles and lesson structures that 

provide English Language Learners (ELLs) the opportunity to adapt, engage, be challenged 

and learn the content successfully. This research will also provide teachers with a detailed and 



prime example of how to implement scaffolding best practices into their classroom and course 

curriculum.  

The research reflected within the lesson plan is discussed in the chapter by separation 

of parts. Part one of this chapter is detailed reading. “This involves a teacher-selected excerpt 

or short text that is similar to a text students will be writing later. The text should be, if 

possible, in the same genre as what the students will be writing.” Part two, supported by 

detailed reading, is known as deconstruction. This is the area of the lesson where “Teachers 

introduce mentor texts in a specific genre that students are expected to read and write. Then 

they guide students to deconstruct these texts through demonstration, modeling, and 

discussions about text purpose, text structures (stages), and language features typically of that 

genre.” (Page 25). The third portion of the research is presented in a part called joint 

construction, “Teachers co-construct another example of the genre with students, incorporating 

their suggestions.” It goes on to provide the example “The teacher is typically in front of the 

room scribing while everyone is writing together.” (Page 25). The final part outlined within the 

lesson  by the research is independent construction where “Students work independently to 

construct their own texts in the specific genre.” (Page 26). Finally, the research shows how the 

six c’s of scaffolding and assessment are both embedded in the curriculum within the lesson 

and are constantly being used to further the success of the lesson. This separation of the 

elements of the lesson into four well detailed, well exemplified and well received parts allows 

for a practicing educator to easily grasp and implement this information and practice into their 

daily classroom instruction.  



Within this chapter there were certain aspects that were extremely useful and very new 

approaches to scaffolding that were not priorly in my teaching practice. First, the six c’s: 

connection, code-breaking, collaboration, culture, challenge and classroom interaction. These 

self serving questions require a teacher to think critically about the lesson they are preparing 

for their students and requires that these very lessons become extremely tangible for students at 

each step. These steps can be guided by these six very structured and high performing 

questions during the planning process of a lesson. Next, the four pillars of detailed reading: 

focus, purpose/identity, affirm, and elaborate. These main points allow an educator to focus 

areas within their classroom reading time to be sure that students are taking away as much 

information, skills and reflection as possible from each reading that the class engages with. 

Finally, this article allowed me to reinforce certain areas of scaffolding that had already been 

adapted within my teaching practice. For example, many of the talk moves and prompts that 

are used in my interactive read aloud, shared reading and guided reading lessons were 

embedded in the detailed reading pillars. This reaffirmed my instructional practices and 

allowed me valuable time to reflect on how these talk moves are truly beneficial for the 

development of the lesson and how well the students are able to implement these talk prompts 

and curriculum main points.  

Within the elementary classroom structure, there are several key points to classroom 

management that influence success of a student's daily instruction and ability to feel 

comfortable in their school community. This article presents a very practical form of 

scaffolding for students. By questioning themselves during lesson preparation, teachers can use 

the six c’s to guide them in being sure that all students, including English Language Learners, 



are receiving the best practices in scaffolding of instruction. Finally, this set of six questions 

essentially will be a convenient method for teachers to be sure that they have covered all main 

areas of a single lesson even during unplanned moments of instruction and interactional 

moments with students, these six c’s provide a basis for teachers to always keep in mind when 

providing instruction. 

My final questions for the authors of this chapter would be how could these six c’s be 

implemented into the common core and do they feel the common core already does a good job 

at adapting scaffolding within the standards? This is an important topic as the common core 

standards must be followed and met within the classroom setting daily. However, the research 

that is being presented is fairly new and thus offers a great insight to take into account within 

updates to the common core standards. My final comment to the authors would offer my 

gratitude for their creation of such a practical and at most informative article that could be 

easily translated into the classroom.  
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