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b Pt Grimke

o One of many slaves owned by the Grimke fami/_«f; a/augﬁnter fo Charlotte
o len years old: given to Sarah as a giﬁ for her II” /oirﬂlday

o Infelligent - learns fo read easi/y ( *augﬁnt bg Sarah Grimke, ille a//y)
/ o [alented - excellent seamstress like her mother E -

Shle Brave, *hough?tfu/ - understands that her boc/y is. enslaved but her mind is free
f ? o Joins the group of slaves P/amning revolt under the /eadershilu of Denmark Vesey AT
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o One of Il Grimke children: receives Handful as a persona/ slave for her II” - 'i_‘ \".
birﬂw/oy. /- : ‘:1‘-\.'

o Witnesses traumatic event (beaﬁng of fami/y slave, Rosetta) at age four R :
which and loses her abi/i?ty fo slpea/e; this speech imloea’imenf remains with

her
e [oved books and /earning from them ye* forbidden fo read after exlpressing

her repu/sion of s/avery and desire 1o have a Iprofession (/awyer) like her

brothers
e Defies societal and /ega/ exlnecfmtions on affirming her

Persona/ beliefs
o Leaves Charleston and becomes a Quaker with holoes of

becoming a Quaker minister._becomes an abolitionist and

womens righ?ts advocate




o Mother of Handful family slave, head seamstress fo the &nm/ee
family.

e Raises Handful fo be independent-minded, strong, and mindful of
family connections using the story quilt as a fool...and, feaches
Handful that her identity is outside of slavery

e In an adulferess re/a*ionshilo with Denmark Vesey, a free Black man, | ': y/
demons*mﬁng 0; desire for romance and her /onging for freedom r; 'l' ;

",, ° AHemlo*s for freedom fail ye* she dies /enowing she has given .
» b :
3 i\j Handful the mental tools for freedom somea/ay. /’ \\q \\

by \ \}%
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54 /\nge/ina (Nina) Grimke (1805 - 1919)
o Sister and Godchild to Sarah Grimke: 12 years younger than Sarah
o /'/eaa/sfrong, well s,po/een, and determined fo rebel agains* societal

norms; considered a ‘doer /oy her sis*er, Sarah

° Even*ua//_(j leaves Charleston 1o Join Sarah in the north
o Marries abolitionist Theodore Weld ye* never abandons

Sarah or *he WOV'/Q 07[ ending S/aVery aﬂd Women'S
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Charactira '

¢
Mary Grimke (Missus) ['164-1839

'm‘ :‘ I."
o Mother to Sarah and Nina ‘\ifg
o Harsh to slaves and a stickler to Iprolprie*y and status of the upper |

/

ranks of Charleston society

o Never swayed by Sarah and Ninds arquments, yet remains faithful
fo them as family

o ‘The truth," she said, "is that every girl must have ambition knocked

g % L
- 10&. % out of her for her own gooc/. You are unusual on/y in your /c‘/‘%

- Z
[

858 o determination to fight what is ineuitable. You resisted and so it {8
% ;%3 A;hp ererminartion T1o0 lg wnar IS Inevitaple. /70U resisted and So | K‘}

o e came fo i fo beng broken fke o horse” (p 8) - S
: %# John Faucheraud Grimke (1152 - 1819) i/;f‘ ‘%
Nt ot o Grimbe plardatior, Ftker i Saralt andii \Q,:}S
husband o Mary AL

o Favored Sarah, allowing access to his library until she reveals her =51

ambitions and teaches Handful fo read
° Jua/ge in Charleston; ruined by accusations of bias

Denmar/e Vesey

L4 Free B/OIC/Q man

o KV)OWV) 7L0 have H)ree wives ID/MS mis*resses

L4 COH",DQVHLQF : / \\\

. , Organized rebellion of slaves in Charleston: hunj gt 7)
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Q‘} Poweh q//huuw{AAp and the CMMMM
s ‘/n what way can the frieno/shi/o between Handful and Sarah be seen as..

e A b/essing of giﬁs
e A burden and responsibi/i*y

K

In what way does Sue Monk Kidd use the friendship between
Handful and Sarah as a tool for the reader? What can we learn?

“People’say love gets fouled by a difference big as ours. | didn’t know for

sure whether Miss Sarah’s feelings came from love or guilt. | didnt know

whether mine came from love or a need to be safe. She loved me and

pitied me. And | loved her and used her. It never was a simple thing. That
| day, our hearts were Pure as they ever would get." -Handful, p. 54

How does the above quote highlight the complexities of their
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Voicr and dilarce % 7
Sarah and Handful live in a time where women are decoration and

Blacks are considered 3/5 of a person.

How did these two girls/women (along with other women in the

novel) push back against social norms when their voices are
silenced?

Both Sarah and Handful s*rugg/e fo have their voices heard

In what ways do they find or lose their voices, and how does this
reflect larger societal issues?
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Sarahs Silver Button

* What do you think the button
represents to Sarah? ;

e Why do you think Handful retrieved |
Sarah’s button from the fire?

’?v Char oﬁes Sfory Nuilt

e How does Charlotte use the story quilt as her voice? &
e How can the story quilt be a symbol of hope for . 3{-\!

Handful? 7/
* In what way does Charlotte use black triangles? B,

e How does quilting and sewing serve both as a symbol
of conformity and a means of resistance? W

Rod Fhredd

e Rebellion
e Spirit Tree
o P_ower/self—worth

L




| How do the mother figures of Mauma (Charlotte) o b -
Mary Grimke sha’pe their daugh*ers' lives and beliefs?

G
/ W_hmt do you think Sarah means

when she says, ‘Nina was one

":x;_ wing, | was the other.’ (/9 308)

3 The way Ineolu/e are raised can /mpamt them in Inosntlve L H
and negmllve ways. Think about how Little Mary *rea%ea’ '\
the slaves harsh/y Jus7L like her mother, while other Gr/m/ee ‘,,,45
children did not-. why is that if *hey were all raised in {hok AX; :
PRl household? W

LI' HOW 0//61 yOMF OIDIHIOH 07[ /SFOI€/ MOFFIS Shl?r*
as hlS sfory arc lDI’OgF@SSQCl? Whmt abomt hIS

sisfer? (WOVYIQH OIDPFeSSng Women)
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Mary Gr;'m/ee believes in fo//owing tradition and Hn'n/e.s |
running the household and /eeeping strict order over

n | 5
‘3
everyone, inc/uding slaves, is her olu@. Is she a Iproa/umt of
her time, or does she bear full reslponsibi/ify for her crue/fy?

COIV) we se/yarmte 'H?@ Iperson from H)e sys*em, or HO*?

6 Do yo‘u agree with Sarah's decision fo PWL her /': =

cause before Persona/ hOIIDIDiHQSS, or COU/GI she

| have balanced both? What do you think this == | <SXf$
says about womens choices *oa/ay.? 3 ;’ 715
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1 What are your Hmugfnts about Nina

choosing fo wed even Hyough she felt as
sv‘rong/y about their causes as Sarah?

8 Reflect upon the context of the novel.. . What does it mean
fo invent wings, and how do different characters in the book

é invent Wings.? How do we invent wings *oa/ay? §




