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T h e m e s  t o  e x p l o r e
t h r o u g h  q u e s t i o n s

g r i e f

1.Explore how differently Tova and
Cameron manage their unresolved (and
unexplored) grief.

2.As Tova cleans, she has a moment of
empathy with the sharks.....
“understands what it means to never
be able to stop moving, lest you find
yourself unable to breath.” How does
she manifest this, and why do you think
she feels this way?

3. In what ways do each character (animal
and human) need each other?



6.How do you feel about the family you
choose rather than the one you are
born into? 

b l o o d  f a m i l y  a n d
f o u n d  f a m i l y

5.What role do the Knit-Wits play in
Tova’s life? How are they a foil to her
character and the way she operates
in life?

“These women have always worn
motherhood big and loud on their chests,
but Tova keeps hers inside, sunk deep in
her guts like an old bullet. Private.” (p. 18) 

4.The quote above is referring to the Knit-
Wits. How is Tova’s grief like an old
bullet?



L o n l i n e s s  a n d
c o m p a n i o n s h i p

7.Tova worries about becoming a
burden to her friends as she ages as
she has no surviving family members.
How do you view the role of
community and family in caring for
older people? Did you think Tova’s
feelings about this changed? 

7.5  Have you thought about your own
arrangements?

8.Tova opts for an overnight position at
the aquarium without coworkers - why
do you think she made this choice at
this stage in her life?  How did this
benefit and/or harm her?

9.Why do you think Marcellus was
drawn to Tova, yet not Terry,
Cameron, or anyone else?



10. How did Tova feel about the death
of her brother, Lars? What insight
does this give regarding their
relationship?

11.Which moments of grief, isolation, or
loneliness in the text affected you the
most? When did you feel hope, and
when did you feel despair?

10.What did you think about Tova’s
relationship with her brother, Lars?

12.  In what ways do you think Tova
experienced personal growth as her
journey progressed throughout the
novel? How about Cameron?


