Agro-ecological Potential

Agricultural

The Climate, in the main agricultural zones, is
semi-arid with a mean rainfall average of 350 –
500mm per annum. The main rainy season
extends from April to September. For cropping
purpose there are two season, Gu’ (April and May)
and Karan (late July and September) in the western
regions; and Gu’ (April and May) and Deyr
(September and October) in the eastern regions.
The western regions of Somaliland receive the
highest rainfall, which reaches over 500mm p.a.
and is adequate to support production of drylands
crops. In the Togdheer and Sanaag regions,
agricultural production is mainly by irrigation
through use of floodwater and sand dams.

The sector is predominantly subsistence
through rain-fed production of cereals mainly

The irrigable land limited by low availability of
water. The irrigation potential in western
Somaliland estimated at 4,000 ha while data for
the central and eastern parts of the country is not
available. The irrigation potential for the whole
country is much higher once the central and
eastern regions taken into consideration in
addition to surface runoﬀ harvesting, sand dams,
ground water and rainwater harvesting.

ha with an average of 4 ha. Total agricultural
production is still low hence cannot meet the
domestic cereal and grain requirements.

Sorghum, Maize and Cowpeas. The irrigated
agriculture has a commercial component
through production and selling of vegetables
such as Tomatoes. Cabbage, Watermelon,
Muskmelon, Hot paper ( Chili) and fruits such
as oranges and mangoes. Guava, Lemon Rainfed farming accounts for 90% and irrigation
10% of all agricultural activities. Smallholder
farmers dominate the agriculture sector with
relatively small farm sizes ranging from 2 – 30

Types of Agricultural Systems that currently
Available in Somaliland, Agro-pastoral Rain-fed
Agriculture, Pump fed Irrigated Agriculture,
Spate Irrigated Agriculture.
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Camels in Somaliland are all one-humped

The main livestock exporter port in the Horn of Africa

(camels dromedaries). Two types of camels exist
in Somaliland and are distributed according to

is Berbera port Livestock is currently the leading

their habitat. The first one is called a hill or
maintain type, thus camels of this type are small,

accounts for 60-65% of the gross domestic product

compact, muscular, hairy with hard foot soles
suited to the rocky environment of Gollis range

and with no animal farms available in Somaliland, with

Seafood Canning Factories, The second is the
plain type of camel which live in flat areas and
are large with less hair and softer foot soles than
the one found in rocky areas .
The blackhead Persian sheep is found in
Somaliland which is fat-ramped and pollen breed,

economic sector in Somaliland. Livestock production
(GDP). Exporting over 3 million livestock Annually,
Capacity to export over 20 million Annually. Prices
range for sheep and goat from 50$ to 80$ per head,
for Camel from 500$ to 1,000$ per head.
There are Arab private companies exporting animals
from Berbera Port, and are the immediate markets of
livestock and livestock products from Somaliland,

although some males may have horns, the mature
animal weight of these animals is generally in

especially Kingdom of SaudiArabia (KSA) is the major

range of 30-45 kilograms 7 of 9 according to age
the health status. The goats often found in

Oman, Egypt, Qatar, Bahrain and UAE have had

Somaliland is short eared goats which are mainly
white, although mixed colors such as black and

companies operate a meat factory in Burao and export

brown also occur .there is also Arab type which
is characterized by long hairs. The Zebu cattle of

rehabilitated. Saudi-Emirate International quarantine

S o m a l i l a n d m a i n l y b e l o n g t o a g ro u p
designated as a Small Zebu of the Somaliland or

United Berbera quarantine. Hargeisa Somaliland, Dairy

Shorthorn (thoracic-humped) Zebu.

million liquid milk equivalents (LME) (comprising 38.3

importer of livestock Somaliland Ecosystem, Yemen,
vibrant livestock trade with Somaliland and Malaysia
meat. and there are three quarantines which were fully

Fishery
Somaliland fish products could potentially access
the global market for fish. One emerging market is
land-locked Ethiopia and other countries, with
over 300 million people without their own
supply of fish products. Another lucrative market
for fish exists in the oil rich Gulf States.
Projections indicate prospective comparative
marketing advantages for Somaliland fish exports
in these two regions. The only issue to be
conscious about is the emerging impacts of
globalization of fisheries trade in general. Despite
the diversity and abundance of the marine
resources available in Somaliland, the sector has
still not developed a wide range of fishing activities
designed to harvest the variety and diversity of fish
species and other oﬀshore resources.
The total fish production in Somaliland reached its
highest level this year, but is still below 13,000
metric tons. The maximum potential catch that
could be har vested from Somaliland’s marine
resources is estimated to be between 90-120,000
MT a year, but currently less than 5 % of that
quantity is harvested. Main Somaliland COASTAL
FISHES and HIGHLY MIGRATORY FISHES:

Management Co, Berbera National Quarantine and
consumption in Somaliland has reached over 66.7
million liters raw milk and 2,682 tonnes of imported
powdered milk and 2.2 million liters imported fluid
milk. The market continues to grow at a combined
annual growth rate of 4.5%. Consumption per capital
data high compared to many countries in Africa.
Compared to other countries in Africa, Hargeisa
consumes reasonable dairy products. Revenue value is
estimated to be US$66.7 million (6-8% of GDP).
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ANCHOVIES & GOATFISHES
EMPERORS & GROUPERS
GRUNTS & RAYS
LIZARDFISHES & SNAPPERS
SARDINES AND HERRINGS
DOLPHINFISH & MACKERELS
BILLFISHES & SHARKS
TUNA & Many More.

