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Shows hematite mineralization after magnetite
throughout the mineralized zone

Shows coarse grained amphibole in feldsparquartz granite from Butije area

Somaliland is rich in minerals, has one of world’s
largest gypsum deposits and has clean coastline of
850 km, which are all important investment
opportunities. Tonnes of a very important mineral
by the name of Columbite-Tantalite were oﬃcially
exported at Berbera port, Somaliland occupies the
southern wing of the Yemen-Aden Arch and
constitutes the eastern branch of the East African
Orogen (Kröner 1984; Stern 1994; Meert 2003). It
is a giant swelling of the Earth crust exposed the
p r o d u c t s o f Pr e c a m b r i a n s e d i m e n t a t i o n ,
metamorphism and prolonged magmatism.

The Republic of
SOMALILAND

Somaliland region concentrates the main
occurrences of metallic mineralizations in the
country. Together with the regional mapping the
area was a target of the principle reconnaissance
and prospecting activities and as a result quite a
number of base-metal, auriferous, copper and
molybdenum manifestations were registered,
amongst them many hydrothermal ones.
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REGIONAL GEOLOGY
Somaliland encompasses a variety of metallic
and non-metallic minerals and petroleum
prospective geological settings, with exploration
by a number of international companies ongoing
on both. The main areas of mineral interest are: a
large failed rift-related sedimentary trough,
Pro t e ro z o i c a n d A rc h ea n m e t a m o r p h i c
b a s e m e n t , t h e n o rt h e r n rea c h e s o f t h e
Mozambique belt, hosting numerous metallic and
non-metallic occurrences, including rare earth
elements, gold, copper, Jade as well as precious
and semiprecious minerals. A relatively small
expanse of Tertiary volcanic and associated
intrusive rocks related to syn- and postrift activity
of the opening of the Gulf of Aden and the Red
Sea, to which probably epithermal gold
mineralization is associated, felsic volcanic centers,
in particular.
All natural stones including granite, gabbro,
limestone, marble, travertine, and ignimbrite,
etc.; which can be cut to sizes, polished and used
for construction purposes are referred to as
dimensional stones. Each of these stones
represents a family of similar stones, with various
combinations of different materials. The major
distinction is made on the basis of their mineral
constituents, which are represented by calcium
carbonate (limestone and marble), plagioclase
for gabbro, quartz and feldspar for granite, etc.

Generalized geological map of Somaliland

physiography
The physiography of Somaliland varies from
extremely rugged mountains from the west to
the east (Joulis Mountains) the highest elevation
is at Surad Summit (app. 2000m above sea
level), to dry desert plateau to the north, to wide
oases to the west and northwest, to a relatively
forestry areas to the south. Somaliland is an
ancient land with a very old and highly
developed culture which finds expression in all
aspects of Somaliland daily life; having been
spared the cultural upheaval which followed the
discovery of oil in closer countries such as Saudi
Arabia and the Gulf States, etc.
The gypsum-anhydrite deposit is situated in
TOGKALAJAB area. Distance of approximately 13
km to the east separates this deposit from the
Berbera seaport,
Huge distribution of thick grey and white color
gypsum and anhydrite layers (up to 30 m) is
reported in the prospect area, having an eastwest strike; dipping to NNW at 75˚, and can be
followed up to 7 km. This deposit is of Early
Eocene age based on stratigraphic position and
the Taleh Formation (Et) is conformably, although
often transitionally, underlain by limestone
formation; contact occurs at the top of the
limestone with gypsum bands and the base of
the bedded gypsum with bands of white
limestone.
The preliminary estimation of the gypsum and
anhydrite resource available in the surface in
TOGKA LAJAB area indicates approximately
42000000 m3, considering an average of 7000
m length, 300 m width and 20 m

CLIMATE
Precipitation, Rainfall in southern Somaliland areas
and vicinity areas as part of the Horn of Africa is
relatively high, comparing to the coastal plain areas
located to the north. Form of precipitation more or
less varies seasonally but occurs mainly in spring
and summer times (March-July). The average annual
rainfall in southern Somaliland Plateau exceeds a
mean of 100-150 mm.
Temperature, The mean temperature reported over
the period of measurements since the fifties is about
30 ºC. Highest average monthly maximum
temperature is slightly above 40 ºC, whereas
minimum temperature measured between August
and February falls sometimes to below 15 ºC.
Humidity In northern Somaliland, particularly the
coastal plain areas, there is prominent seasonal
increase of humidity, though it tends to be lower in
winter and autumn. However, the highest humidity is
connected mainly to the summer time. The highest
humidity values occur in the period May-July. So
there is huge difference between the highest and
lowest humidity, as the humidity in summer time may
exceed 60%.

