
 

 

 

 

FTL Shipping: The Complete Guide 

 

What is FTL Shipping? 

Full Truckload (FTL) shipping is a method where a single shipment occupies the entire truck trailer, 

typically for larger loads that require dedicated space. FTL is ideal for businesses with high-volume or 

time-sensitive freight that benefits from a direct route from pickup to delivery without handling stops. 

 

Benefits of FTL Shipping 

1. Speed and Efficiency: Faster transit times with direct routes, as there are no additional stops or 

transfers. 

2. Reduced Risk of Damage: No transfers or sharing space, so there’s less handling and reduced 

risk of damage. 

3. Cost-Effective for Large Loads: For large shipments, FTL can be more economical than 

multiple LTL shipments. 

4. Enhanced Security: With a dedicated trailer, your freight is more secure and less exposed to 

external risks. 

 

How FTL Shipping Works 

1. Booking the Shipment: Provide your shipment details, including weight, dimensions, and any 

specific requirements. 

2. Freight Pickup: The FTL carrier arrives to load your shipment onto a dedicated truck. 

3. Direct Transit: The truck travels directly to the destination, reducing transit time. 

4. Final Delivery: The shipment is unloaded at the destination, with no stops or handling in 

between. 

 

When to Use FTL Shipping 

FTL is the best choice if: 

• Your shipment takes up a full trailer or weighs more than 15,000 pounds. 

• You need fast, direct transit with minimal handling. 

• The shipment is high-value, fragile, or time-sensitive. 



Key Elements of FTL Shipping 

 

1. Trailer Types 

o Dry Van: Standard enclosed trailer for general goods. 

o Reefer (Refrigerated): Temperature-controlled trailers for perishables or sensitive items. 

o Flatbed: Open trailer for oversized or heavy items that don’t fit in a standard trailer. 

2. Load Planning 

o Ensure your freight fits the selected trailer type and can be loaded safely. Oversized 

items may require permits or specific arrangements. 

3. Packaging 

o Properly secure and package all items to avoid shifting or damage during transit. Use 

pallets, crates, or appropriate straps as needed. 

4. Bill of Lading (BOL) 

o The BOL is a legal document listing the shipment details. It includes: 

▪ Shipper and Receiver Information: Contact and address details. 

▪ Freight Description: Weight, type, and packaging. 

▪ Special Instructions: Specific handling needs (e.g., temperature, unloading 

requirements). 

 

Types of FTL Services 

1. Standard FTL 

o Dedicated trailer for general goods with no special requirements. 

2. Expedited FTL 

o Priority service for time-sensitive shipments, ensuring the fastest possible delivery. 

3. Temperature-Controlled FTL 

o Refrigerated trailers for products requiring temperature control. 

4. Hazmat FTL 

o Specialized trailers and handling for hazardous materials, with proper documentation and 

compliance. 

 

 

 

 



How to Calculate FTL Shipping Costs 

FTL rates are influenced by: 

• Distance: Longer distances increase costs. 

• Weight and Volume: Heavier or bulkier loads may affect pricing, depending on the trailer type. 

• Trailer Type: Specialty trailers like reefers or flatbeds typically cost more. 

• Fuel Surcharges: Fuel costs can vary and are typically included in the rate. 

• Additional Services: Extra services, like loading/unloading assistance or escorts for oversized 

loads, may incur added fees. 

 

Tips for Optimizing FTL Shipments 

• Efficient Load Planning: Ensure goods are packed efficiently to maximize space and secure 

items properly. 

• Complete Documentation: Accurate information on the BOL avoids delays and ensures a 

smooth process. 

• Plan for Special Services: Let us know if additional services, like unloading or escorting, are 

required. 

• Schedule in Advance: Book your shipment early to lock in availability, especially for high-

demand routes. 

 

Common FTL Shipping Challenges and Solutions 

1. High Freight Costs 

o Solution: Optimize your load to maximize trailer space and choose the right trailer type 

for cost-effectiveness. 

2. Delivery Delays 

o Solution: Schedule shipments with enough buffer time and monitor transit to address 

any unforeseen delays. 

3. Limited Carrier Availability 

o Solution: Use a logistics provider with a broad network of reliable carriers to ensure 

options are available. 

4. Unexpected Weather or Road Conditions 

o Solution: Track weather and road conditions in advance, and we’ll work to find the best 

route to avoid delays. 

 

 

 



FAQs on FTL Shipping 

 

1. Can I track my FTL shipment? 

o Yes, real-time tracking is available for most FTL shipments, allowing visibility into transit 

progress. 

2. What if I have multiple delivery points? 

o FTL is generally for direct, single-destination routes. However, we can discuss specific 

arrangements if you need multiple stops. 

3. How much weight can a standard FTL trailer handle? 

o Most dry vans handle up to 45,000 pounds, depending on road regulations. We’ll ensure 

compliance for weight limits. 

4. Is FTL suitable for fragile or high-value items? 

o Yes, FTL is ideal for such goods, as the dedicated trailer and minimal handling offer 

added protection. 

 

 

Conclusion  

FTL shipping offers an efficient, secure solution for transporting larger shipments. By choosing FTL, you 

benefit from direct transit, reduced handling, and minimized risk. Harbinger Logistics is committed to 

providing streamlined, reliable FTL services that meet your unique freight needs, helping your business 

save time and optimize logistics. 

 


