
PLVD Budget Hearing  

Feb 14, 2024 

Roll Call:  Chairman Andrew Pomeroy, Commissioner Michael Malecha,  
Treasurer Jamie Dow, Clerk Alison Scott 

Donna Kenney, Nancy French, Erin Poquette, Phil Strittmatter, John Marganis, and Lisa Robinson  

Commission Pomeroy calls meeting to order 6:38 pm 

Review of Warrant Articles read by the Board and an opportunity for comments, questions  and 
changes were made after each article reading.   

Commissioner Pomeroy read the following email from Attorney Cowal for clarification:   

1. Village district commissioners have the same authority as town select 
boards to accept unanticipated revenue in the form of state grant 
money that becomes available throughout the year if they have 
previously been granted authority under RSA 31:95-b via a vote at your 
annual meeting. If the voters have not granted the district 
commissioners this authority, then you must seek district approval at 
your next meeting to vote on accepting these funds. It does not matter 
that only some people may benefit from your water system, the entire 
district must vote on this article. There is no mechanism to carve out 
who, out of the eligible voters in the district, is allowed to vote on what 
article. The way around this would be to eventually grant the 
commissioners power to accept grants such as this without needing 
district meeting approval. 

2. The Village District should not be using taxpayer dollars to subsidize a 
water system that does not serve all of the residents in the district. This is 
viewed as a fundamentally unfair practice where you are taxing people for 
something that the receive no benefit from. Furthermore, it is arguable 
that this is not legally acceptable. RSA 38:28 states as follows: 

38:28 Water Rates. – For the defraying of the cost of acquisition, 
construction, payment of the interest on any debt incurred, management, 
maintenance, operation, and repair of water systems, or construction, 
enlargement, or improvement of such systems, the governing body, or the 
board of water commissioners, if any, may establish a scale of rates to be 
called water rates, may prescribe the manner in which and the time at 
which such rates are to be paid and may change such scale from time to 
time as may be deemed advisable. The amount of such rates may be 
based upon the consumption of water on the premises connected to the 
water system, or the number of persons served on the premises, or upon 
some other equitable basis.   

That last sentence really lays out how your water system is supposed 
to function. It is supposed to have adequate user fees to allow it to 



sustain itself based on consumption of water, the number of people 
served per residence, or another equitable basis. Furthermore, earlier 
in the statute it says that the funding of this system is to be by an 
established scale of rates set by the commissioners. Not by taxing 
individuals who do not use the system. Even if someone were to argue 
that subsidizing this system with taxpayer dollars was not technically 
“illegal” it would be an inherently unfair practice.  
 

Jonathan E. Cowal, Esq. 
Municipal Services Counsel 
NH Municipal Association 

 

Pillsbury Lake Village District Monthly meeting is scheduled for 3/13/2024 at 5:30 pm at the 
Webster Town hall. Annual Meeting immediately following at 6:00 pm  

Budget hearing closed 8:31 PM  

 

 

 


