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W i t h  o v e r  t h r e e  d e c a d e s  i n  a i r  c a r g o  a n d
l o g i s t i c s ,  P e t e r  S c h l a f  b r i n g s  a  l e v e l  o f
d e p t h ,  v e r s a t i l i t y ,  a n d  g l o b a l
p e r s p e c t i v e  t h a t  e l e v a t e s  e v e r y
c l a s s r o o m  s e s s i o n

F r om  e a r l y  d a y s
a t  J F K  w i t h
Lu f t h a n s a  Ca rg o
t o  b r a n c h
m a n a g em e n t
r o l e s  a t  ma j o r
f r e i g h t
f o r w a rd i n g
o p e r a t i o n s ,  a n d
n ow  a s  a n
i n s t r u c t o r  a t
AT P  T r a i n i n g ,
P e t e r  h a s  l i v e d
n e a r l y  e v e r y
c o r n e r  o f  t h e
i n d u s t r y .

In 1989, Peter began his aviation
career as a Warehouse Agent at
Lufthansa Cargo in JFK. By 1993, he
was already diving into Dangerous
Goods regulations — taking their
first DG course at the Lufthansa
training base in Seeheim, Germany.
From there, his career took flight.
With 10 years at Lufthansa, followed
by 23 years in freight forwarding (in
roles ranging from Operator to
Branch Manager in IAD and ATL),
Peter has cultivated a broad,
practical knowledge base that now
informs every training session he
leads.



When asked about his
teaching philosophy, Peter puts
it plainly:

“Providing real-world
examples and situations helps
students understand that
safety is the most important--
and that they are responsible
for people’s lives,” he explains.

This grounding in practical
application and personal
accountability is what makes
his classes resonate. He
believes competency-based
training isn’t just about passing
an exam-- it’s about preparing
professionals to make high
stakes decisions in real time.
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One of Peter’s favorite
courses to instruct?
IATA 7.3 Initial

Why?

Because it’s where
foundational
understanding begins.

It’s the first time many
students come face to
face with the critical role
they’ll play in aviation
safety-- a concept Peter
never takes lightly.



M o s t  S a t i s f y i n g  P a r t  o f
I n s t r u c t i n g ?

F o r  P e t e r ,  t h e  r e w a r d  c om e s
w h e n  a  s t u d e n t  d o e s n ’ t  j u s t
p a s s  –  b u t  t r u l y  u n d e r s t a n d s .

That they passed the class and had an
understanding of what they

learned/studied – that’s the most
satisfying part.
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Outside the classroom, Peter is an active volunteer
with Scouting America, serving as Assistant District
Commissioner and Alumni Chair for the Northeast
George Council. As an Eagle Scout, this
commitment to mentoring the next generation is
deeply personal. “This is my part of giving back,”
he says with pride.

You’ll also find him working on home projects,
spending time with family, or enjoying weekend
getaways in his 1971 VW Bus Riviera Camper-- one
of three classic vehicles in his collection, alongside a
1971 VW Fastback and a 1986 Porsche 944.

“Each one has different fun parts,” he says, “but the
camper is the weekend escape vehicle with a very
cool style.”
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W h a t  S e t s  AT P  T r a i n i n g  A p a r t ?

F o r  P e t e r ,  i t ’ s  a l l  a b o u t  s u p p o r t  —
b e f o r e ,  d u r i n g ,  a n d  l o n g  a f t e r  t h e
c l a s s  e n d s .

W h a t  s e t s  AT P  a p a r t  i s  t h e
w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  s u p p o r t  s t u d e n t s
a f t e r  c l a s s ,  n o  m a t t e r  h o w  l o n g  a g o
t h e y  t o o k  i t  —  a n d  n o t  f i r s t  a s k i n g
f o r  p a y m e n t  t o  a s s i s t .

T h i s  s t u d e n t - f i r s t  m i n d s e t  i s  a  p i l l a r
o f  AT P ’ s  t r a i n i n g  c u l t u r e ,  a n d  o n e  h e
p r o u d l y  u p h o l d s .



“ Le a r n  f r om  t h o s e  w h o
h a v e  c om e  b e f o r e  y o u ,
l i s t e n  a n d  o b s e r v e  t h e
i n d u s t r y  a s  a  w h o l e ,
n e v e r  b e  a f r a i d  t o
q u e s t i o n  a  s h i p me n t
o r  a c t i o n . I f  n o t
s u r e ,  h o l d  t h e
s h i p me n t  u n t i l  y o u  a r e
c om f o r t a b l e  t h a t  i t  i s
s a f e  t o  t r a n s p o r t
o n b o a rd  a  c omme r c i a l
a i r c r a f t . ”

https://training.alltranspack.com/learn

Wo r d s  o f  W i s d o m  f o r  t h e  N e x t
G e n e r a t i o n
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