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													April	29,	2021	
	

													Versailles	-	Midway	-	Woodford	County	Planning	Commission		
													ATTENTION:	Board	of	Adjustments	
													 	

	
On	Behalf	of	Woodford	Forward,	I’d	like	to	share	my	Board’s	enthusiasm	and	
support	for	the	KY	Bluegrass	Experience	Resort	in	Midway,	Kentucky.	The	
Resort	does	a	great	job	of	protecting	our	local	heritage	while	attracting	tourism	
to	Woodford	County.	The	project	promises	to	lead	to	very	positive	economic	
growth	and	stability	that	will	benefit	our	existing	shops,	restaurants,	and	
businesses.	The	location	of	the	project	is	ideal	for	creating	a	buffer	between	the	
interstate	and	industrial	land,	while	helping	to	preserve	and	protect	the	South	
Elkhorn	Creek	and	surrounding	agricultural	land.		
	
When	you	consider	the	alternatives	for	how	this	land	could	be	used,	there	are	
few	options	as	appealing	as	this	one.	For	a	variety	of	reasons,	it	doesn’t	seem	
realistic	that	this	could	remain	general	ag	farmland	--	but,	for	example,	putting	a	
truck	stop	there	wouldn’t	come	with	any	of	the	benefits	to	either	the	community	
or	the	neighbors	(or	potentially	the	local	economy);	that	type	of	project	also	
wouldn’t	enhance	the	unique,	positive	things	that	Woodford	County	has	become	
known	for.		
	
As	a	county,	we	have	only	a	few	ways	we	can	develop	our	local	economy,	and	the	
most	effective	way	to	do	this	is	acknowledging	the	great	assets	we	already	have	
and	building	on	them.	Woodford	County	has	a	manufacturing	cluster,	which	is	
being	localized	to	a	few	areas	in	Versailles	and	the	thriving	Midway	Station	
industrial	park.	We	also	have	an	agricultural	cluster,	based	on	our	rich	prime	
farmland,	which	is	spread	throughout	the	entire	county	and	has	a	big	impact	on	
local	employment	and	local	economic	activity.	And	thankfully,	we’re	seeing	a	
burgeoning	local	tourism	industry,	which	is	becoming	its	own	
agritourism/bourbon	tourism	cluster.	The	success	of	the	bourbon	trail,	the	
success	of	Horse	Country’s	horse	farm	tours,	the	engagement	of	our	local	
tourism	commission,	and	the	high	demand	for	RV/camping	activity	nationwide	
all	make	this	proposal	an	obvious	win	for	Woodford	County,	building	on	success	
we’re	already	seeing.	
	
The	project	comes	at	a	pivotal	time	for	the	growth	of	our	county	and	cities.	
Having	met	with	the	owner,	looked	at	their	plans,	and	seen	their	willingness	to	
collaborate	and	cooperate	as	needed,	we	support	this	proposal	and	are	eager	to	
watch	it	bolster	the	growth	of	this	economic	cluster.	
	
Sincerely,	

	
Ace	Heinle	
Executive	Director		



 
 

Woodford Economic Development Authority 
Woodford County Courthouse | Versailles, KY 

 
April 28, 2021 
Pattie Wilson 
Planning Director  
103 South Main Street Versailles, KY 40383 
 
 
Dear Ms. Wilson: 
 
I am writing you today on behalf of the Woodford County Economic Development Authority to 
express our entire board’s full support of the Kentucky Bluegrass Experience Resort (KBER) and 
their efforts to locate in Midway, KY. We at the EDA are charged with promoting sensible 
strategic growth while at the same time, ensuring our local employers continue to thrive and 
grow. This project meets that criteria while also catering to our community’s ability to provide 
the most unique hospitality experiences. 
 
Our team at the EDA has had the pleasure to meet and get to know Andrew Hopewell, KBER’s 
owner and visionary. We understand the project will bring significant job growth and capital 
investment to the community, which our authority welcomes with open arms. Mr. Hopewell’s 
development plans show his team’s goal of beautifying the property while preserving its 
landscape and history. The project is also locating in the part of the community where we at the 
EDA have been growing and developing Midway Station. While we continue to develop Midway 
Station, KBER’s success will help provide additional opportunities. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I and or my team can be of further 
assistance, please let me know and I will respond accordingly. 
 
Sincerely,        Sincerely, 
                                                                                                                         
 
Michael Michalisin       Lucas Witt 
Chairman        ED Consultant   
Woodford County Economic      Woodford County Economic  
Development Authority      Development Authority 








