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Happy Christmas

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6



CONTENTS

—_ = 0 00 N O U1 N W N —

- O

13
14

I5
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

DECEMBER 2020
Happy Christmas

Number 494

This Page! Contents

Reflection for December by The Revd Derek Tighe
Reflection for December contd.

St Martin’s School and Dorking Camera Club Exhibition
Chaplain’s Corner from Rowan Nunnerley

Chaplain’s Corner contd.

Eco Church, Get outside this Advent

Christmas can’t be locked down!

Hymn of the Month, Breathe on me Breath of God
Hymn of the Month contd. and Act of Remembrance at St
Martin’s

Tribute for Pamela Mary Berry

Christmas Quiz.

Letter from Rev Gavin Hancocks, Superintendent of The
Methodist Church, Dorking and Horsham Circuit
Letter from Rev Gavin Hancocks contd.

Dorking Museum in December

Dorking Museum contd.

Poems and quotes for December

Bits and Pieces

Christmas Quiz answers

Christmas Presents for Send Prison

Adverts

Activities and Useful Phone Numbers

Who’s Who at St Martin’s, St Mary’s & St Barnabas

SUBSCRIPTIONS for St Martin’s Magazine

The subscription rate, for magazines delivered to your home (I | copies

during the year) is £6.00 per annum, or £4.00 for those who have
retired. Please give cash or a cheque (made payable to “St Martin’s

Dorking PCC”), to your distributor , who will pass the total amount for

his / her area to the Subscriptions Manager, Janet Housden. Postal
subscribers should send a cheque for £12.00 for the year to Janet

Housden at Brympton, Ridgeway Road, Dorking, Surrey RH4 3AT If you
do not currently receive a regular copy of the magazine and would like

one delivered to your home, please phone the Distribution Manager,
Freda Goddard on 740682 and she will make the necessary
arrangements.

COPY FOR JANUARY MAGAZINE

By Wednesday | 6th December please, or sooner!

Any material is preferred on disc, in a PC format such as Word or
Publisher. Handwritten material is still accepted! If you would like to

send material by e-mail, the address is kikronfran@aol.com
Thanks. Ed.

The editorial team is always
open to ideas for improvements
to your magazine. Feedback from
readers suggests that, for a
publication of this type, articles
should normally be no longer
than one page, i.e. a maximum of
730 words. Please bear this in
mind when submitting copy.
Suitable photographs are always
welcome.

Editorial policy
The Editor, consulting the

Magazine Committee, reserves
the right not to publish any
article which is deemed
unsuitable for any reason, but
our intention remains to include
contributions from across a
broad theological spectrum (and
also on other matters of
community interest).
Contributions to the magazine
thus reflect the perspectives of
individual authors and do not
thus necessarily reflect an agreed
view of the church’s leadership
team.

Readers will appreciate that
Covid restrictions are changing
frequently and although some
references where correct at
going to press, they may not
reflect recent changes.

St Martin’s Magazine.
The April, May, June, July,
August, September, October
November and December
editions of our parish magazine
are available on our website. If
you or someone you know
cannot access this please contact
church office and we can arrange
a paper copy to be delivered.
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Reflection for December by The Revd. Derek Tighe

Allow me to set the scene for you: it’s a
Monday morning in November... it’s 5am and |
couldn’t sleep; it’s possible that this may be
because | suddenly remembered, just as |
turned the light out last night, that | hadn’t yet
written this reflection... who knows. Be that as
it may... It’s dark outside, and I'm sat in my
study at what, in this family, we like to refer to
as ‘stupid o’clock’ listening to The Alan Parson
Project’s “Eye In The Sky” ... so, there you
are, it’s official - | am actually a throwback to
the 1980s. But that’s kind of appropriate as |
feel inclined to take a retrospective view this
morning... at least to begin with.

After all, this had been an odd year to say the

very least. It has, of course, been an immensely
tragic, troubling and challenging year for a great
many people; Covid-19 has seen to that for us!

I’m not a gambling man, but there is a saying
that comes from a gambling context that | find
peculiarly appropriate for this year: “All bets
are off!” The Miriam-Webster Dictionary says
that this phrase “is used to describe a situation in
which it is impossible to be sure about what will
happen.” | think that make this phrase
particularly apposite in the current
circumstances!

It is now some nine months since we moved
from a position where we sat (perhaps
dispassionately) watching our televisions and
paying vague attention to a health situation
brewing in China that couldn’t possibly affect
us, to a stark realisation that this was the
beginning of a worldwide pandemic... as a
result of which it would become entirely
appropriate to suggest that “all bets are off.”
April, May and June saw much of what we
might call ‘normal life’ put on hold as we,
amongst other countries, attempted to bring
infection rates down to a level that would not
result in the incapacitation and potential
collapse of our National Health Service.

Faith communities were locked out of their
traditional places of gathering - our church
buildings; our clergy, too, were ordered home
by their archbishops. Families and individuals
lost loved ones - bad enough under any normal

circumstances—but made indescribably worse
because hospital visits could not be permitted.
Many simply could not be afforded even the
opportunity to says final farewells to a loved
one. To this day | find it odd to stand in the
chapel of a crematorium designed to
accommodate... oh, | don’t know... let’s say a
hundred or so people, but now laid out to
accommodate just twenty or so, appropriately
socially distanced. | still fight the urge to
extend my hand to people when | meet them; |
still fight the urge to embrace someone who
clearly needs a simple hug, someone who just
needs the human contact of being held as they
do their best to deal with tragedy and
change... and | find it almost impossible to
adequately express the frustration that | myself
feel at times like that. This pandemic has left
marks on all in society.

And now, as | turn the camera of
retrospection through 180 degrees to look
ahead, “all bets are still off!”... at least, to some
extent. This last few weeks have been about
attempting to get a handle on what we can and
simply cannot do this coming Christmas.
Christmas is normally a time when, as a
clergyperson | end up shaking so many hands.
Christmas is usually a time when my face
occasionally aches from so much continuous
smiling as | either welcome the world into
Christ’s church or wish them a “Happy
Christmas” as they leave, having played their
part in a Nativity... or a Crib Service... or a
Nine Lessons & Carols... or a Midnight Mass.
This year we are going to have to be
inventive... we are going to have to find novel
ways to reach people and to bring once again
the message of the Christ child to people.

Throughout the first lockdown | got to grips
with the arts of filming, editing and producing
pre-recorded acts of worship for our YouTube
channel, “Spire of Dorking” (we must change
that name; | personally find it to be too exclusive...
a perfectly understandable epithet if you are
already part of the cognoscenti who know that our
building has a stunning spire; but if you’re not in
that circle?) Much of the worship that St
Martin’s will offer between now and the 25%
December will have to take place online... pre
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Reflection contd.

-recorded. Normally we would take a group
of singers carolling around the Dorking
Care Homes... this year we will be pre-
recording the carol singing in the hope of
delivering CDs to the Care Homes, so that
they can still experience carol singers, but in
a way that is safe for everybody. This year
we are trying to work out how to deliver
things like ‘The Festival of Nine Lessons and
Carols’ and ‘Midnight Mass’ via the web...
these are occasions when St Martin’s would
normally be ‘packed to the rafters’ — that is
simply not possible this year. There will be a
Family Communion service in church on
Christmas morning; but that is also a service
that attracts a great many, and we have to
work out how to do that safely and in strict
accordance with the guidelines.

So... you may ask: Why is it so important
to do all of this?” The answer to that one is,
thankfully, the simplest question of all to
answer: because the Christian message is, at
its heart, a message of hope and joy. If there
is one thing that this world needs at any and
all times, but especially this Christmas, |
suspect that it is absolute dollops of hope
and joy and love. We need to be reminded
of the child that was born all those years
ago into a situation that must have seemed
just so hope-less and lacking in joy. The
Christmas narrative is one of love: the love
of God for his creation... the love of a
mother and father for their child... and this
in the face of what must have felt like
insanely insurmountable contextual odds
(oh... we seem to have ended up back at
gambling references?)

You don’t need me to tell you about the
hopes that we all have for the future in
regard to the vaccines for Covid-19... that
news is regularly shouted at us from all the
media. No, my job is to remind folk of the
hope that we can all have in a rather more
‘eternal’ context... the hope that is brought
to us by this tiny child born in a probably
smelly stable and placed in a probably less
than hygienic manger over 2000 years ago.
And, as | look forward to Christmas (and as
| look forward - I think - to hearing the PM

tell us what we will and won’t be able to do in the
coming weeks) | would like to say this: | have, during
this past nine months, had my personal criticisms of
our government and its handling of the pandemic
crisis; | suspect that many of us have had our moments
of frustration. But, as we head towards Christmas,
with its message of peace and love, perhaps we can
remind ourselves that our government ministers - our
elected leaders - are, in fact, nothing more than mere
human beings just like the rest of us, who have had to
face a novel, complex and ghastly set of circumstances.
They, like us, have never had to deal with this
particular set of circumstances before. However,
unlike us, they are tasked with making decisions that
have major impact upon society at large. Let us remind
ourselves that those who answer the demanding call
to leadership (in whatever sphere of endeavour) are
people that will, long after the event, have to bear the
weight of the consequences of their decisions upon
their shoulders long after the world has moved on to
the next major issue. | hope that they, like the rest of
us, can find the time to hear again the message of joy,
of hope, of love and salvation brought by a tiny child
into a desperately struggling world all those years ago.

| wish you all a very fruitful Advent season and a truly
happy, hopeful and joyful Christmas. May the peace

and love of Christ be upon all this Christmastime.

With every blessing, Derek.

CHRISTIAN CENTRE NOTICE

Sadly the Christian Centre is closed at _

the moment Dorklng
Christian
Take away meals are still available. Centre

The above is subject to the current Government
and Methodist Connexional guidelines.

We will publish any changes in the regulations in the
St Martin’s Church weekly news sheet.

We are looking forward to welcoming you back to
the Christian Centre.

Kind regards, Janette Masters
Centre Manager, Tel: 01306 886830
centremanager@dorkingmethodist.co.uk

Following the latest Government Guidelines, please
be reminded that face coverings must be worn in all
communal areas of the Christian Centre building.
Thank you.
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St Martin’s School and Dorking Camera Club Exhibition

Tel: 01306 883474 Fax: 01306 743328
Web Site www.stmartins-primary.surrey.sch.uk E-mail head@stmartins-primary.surrey.sch.uk o
‘Inspiring children to be the best that they can be’

g g

Our beautiful angel is waiting to be transported
to Guildford Cathedral to put a smile on
people’s faces during advent.

Hanging from the body are stars which each
have written on them, something that a child
has lost recently. Unsurprisingly, many of the
things that have been lost are Covid related.

| have lost:-
the opportunity to meet with my friends and play.

the chance to visit my family in Spain.
hugs with my friends.

moments with my grandma.

Our younger children have created the
colourful wings and recorded their hopes for
the future.

Again, the influences of the 2020 Covid virus
are clear to see.

| hope that:- Dorking Camera Club

this virus goes away soon. . spsas
(Virtual) Annual Exhibition
Open from the 14th to 20th December

| can see my family again soon.

| can see my grandma and grandpa again soon.

My thanks to our Year 5 Worship Committee
for their creativity and flair here.

Happy Christmas from all at St Martin’s.

Come and view Dorking Camera Club’s Virtual Photographic
Exhibition to see the annual display of our members’ work. To view
the Exhibition please go to:

www.dorkingcameraclubexhibition.club (no co.uk)

About the club - Dorking Camera Club is a friendly club for
everyone who enjoys photography. We enjoy taking part in
photography related activities together including days out, club
holidays, competitions both internal and against other clubs,
hosting photographic presentations by subject experts and
coaching sessions. With the ongoing Covid situation we
continue to run a full Programme on a Virtual basis. For further
information on the club please visit:

www.dorkingcameraclub.co.uk/
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Chaplain’s Corner for December

This month’s Chaplain’s Corner comes with
many mixed decisions, emotions, feelings and
thoughts.

| do trust and pray you are all keeping safe and
well during these past months, and, now
especially over this second lockdown month of
November.

The Centre has been closed during the whole
of November and there are plans to open in
December for lunches only, providing the
current lockdown ends. Take away meals have
been made available again during lockdown.

There are certainly mixed emotions and feelings
as we read the news or watch the television
relating to the COVID pandemic. Over 500,000
deaths from the COVID 19 virus — mind
blowing! How our hearts and thoughts go out
to all the bereaved people. So many lives cut
short by this deadly virus.

Clare Walker our Assistant Centre Manager
has resigned and is moving to Wales. We wish
her well. A new person has been appointed to
replace Clare’s post on a three month contract
and she is likely to start her job in December,
all being well.

Meanwhile we thank Janette Masters our Senior
Centre Manager for holding the fort, plus all
her hard work before and during lockdowns.
We continue to thank Jason our Chef for the
cooking of the meals and the one or two
volunteers who help him.

It is with regret and great sadness that | have to
inform you that my post as Centre Chaplain has
been made redundant and my employment
terminates on the 28" December 2020.

| have been in post for four years and it has
been an honour and privilege to have worked
as the Chaplain for The Christian Centre. | have
inherited a whole new family with The Centre
and St Martin’s Church and | am sure our
friendships will remain. | am very grateful to all
of you for this.

| personally would value your prayers please

over the next few months as | have to have a total
hip replacement in January 2021 if not before.

We are heading towards the end of the year 2020
and what a strange and disturbing year it has been
with this COVID |9 pandemic rampaging through
whole world. For many of us it has been a very
lonely and difficult time, not being able to meet our
friends or family. Let us just live one day at a time
and live it to the full.

Christmas is looming and it has to be said none of us
know how the situation will be locally or nationally.
The Christian Centre is not planning to have a lunch
on Christmas Day this year but there is the
possibility of an afternoon tea instead. Please watch
out for news of the latter in the St Martin’s weekly
newsletter.

Take ‘Christ’ out of Christmas and we are left with
‘mas’. Add another ‘s’ and you have the word ‘mass’.
There is a mass of things out in our world which are
beautiful like all the autumn colours, but there is a
dark side to our world where there is corruption
and evil people who are taking advantage of the
‘vulnerable’, particularly during this COVID year.

Let us remember, as Christians, God has rescued us
from the dominion of darkness and brought us into

the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have

redemption, the forgiveness of sins (Colossians | v

13-14).

Christ died for us; Christ is risen; Christ will come
again. We have a glorious hope beyond this earthly
life and our citizenship is in heaven. “This world is
not my home, I'm just a passing through”.

Our Christian faith is being sure of what we hope
for and certain of what we do not see (Hebrews | |
v ).

The Lord delights in those who fear him, who put
their hope in his unfailing love (Psalm 147 v | 1)
...... while we wait for the blessed hope, the
glorious appearing of our great God and Saviour,
Jesus Christ (Titus 2 v |3)

It (Love) always protects, always trusts, always
hopes, always perseveres (I Corinthians 13 v 7)
Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in
prayer (Romans 12 v 12).

St Martin’s Magazine December 2020



Chaplain’s Corner contd.

This last verse | believe is very pertinent in our current national
situation with the COVID pandemic.

So this Christmas put Christ at the centre of your life. Let Him be the
focus in all you do, say and think, whatever your circumstances. By
doing this the people you meet in your daily life will see Jesus through
the way you live your life.

Just a little bit of good and
positive news for us around

the Christmas period. The
Churches Together for :
Dorking have negotiated with
Mole Valley to use the Dorking |§8
Football Stadium for a special (i
Christmas concert. No singing,
but listening to prepared music
by one or two Christian bands.
The purpose of this concert is to be an outreach to the whole
community of Dorking. There are going to be two services on the
Sunday before Christmas at 5:30pm and then at 7pm. It is exciting that
Mole Valley is fully supporting this event. There will be drinks available
and possibly burgers. So watch the space! | understand there will be a
pre-recorded session so that people can watch the event on line.

May | share some verses to help support you in these strange and
difficult times.

Psalm 23

1t During times of trouble Psalm 9 v 9 Romans 8 v 28-32
T When you doubt John 20 v 24-29 Mark 9 v 21-24

T When you are afraid Psalm 56 v || lsaiah 41 v 10

T When you are worried Psalm 46 v° Isaiah 43 v |

.I.

When you are lonely Deuteronomy 31 v 8
| will end this Chaplain’s Corner (my last as Chaplain) with a blessing
and | trust 2021 will be a different and special year for you.

May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father who loved us
and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope,
encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and
word (2 Thessalonians 2 v 16-17).

We do earnestly pray that the various vaccines will curtail and reduce
the spread of this COVID 19 virus. We thank you for all the scientists
and laboratory staff who have worked so hard in developing these
vaccines, not to mention all the NHS staff who have dedicated their
lives to caring for us.

God bless you all and let us trust and pray 2021 will bring us all
something very special as we strive to live our lives out for Him, our

Lord Jesu Christ.

Every blessing, Rowan (Nunnerley) Centre Chaplain

www. holmpc.co.uk

| HolmPC

Friendly computer support for home and business users

TROUBLE WITH YOUR COMPUTER?
LOOK NO FURTHER, CALL US!

Offering friendly service for:

- Repairs, upgrades, health checks
- File recovery including lost photos
- Equipment setup and training

« What to buy and where to buy it

- Removing viruses and other info

- Internet Parental Controls

- Laptop screen replacement

- Network connection problems

- Anything else required, just ask!

01306 740137 / 07771 798808
enquiries@holmpc.co.uk

TC

Carpets and Flooring
23 South Street
Dorking, Surrey RH4 2JZ
Tel/Fax: 01306 881155

J and T Services

Professional cleaning of carpets, rugs,
upholstery, curtains & leather. Other services,
including pressure washing suitable for patios,

paths, decking etc.
For a free quotation call Tracey

07770 436639

Craniosacral Therapist
Chartered Physiotherapist

MyraV. Baston
Grad Dip Phys. MCSP
15a Dene Street, Dorking,
Surrey RH4 2DB
Tel: 01306 889680

All Maintenance Repairs
Most Work Undertaken
Quotations Given
Professional & Reliable Service
Residential & Commercial
Contracts Welcome
Service all year round
Phone -01737-842839

——
HANDYMAN

SERVICES

The VineYard

INDEPENDENT WINE MERCHANTS

For an exciting selection of wines, beers
and spirits from around the world

Friendly, knowledgeable service

Great gift ideas from our
extensive range of glassware, corkscrews
and other accessories

Wine racks (Made to measure service)

Free Home Delivery*
* Conditions apply

10% Case Discount

76 South Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 2HD )
Tel/Fax: 01306 876828 « Mobile: 07909 964980
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Eco Church, Get outside this Advent

Below are 24 outside activities, nothing
complicated, just ideas for things to do that use
all of our senses, whether you are out for a walk
or in your garden (if you have one). Choose one
thing to do each day during Advent (the season
that runs from December Ist until Christmas
Day), connect with creation and give thanks to
the one who created it.

vr h W

Collect some fallen leaves and use them to
make a picture or a patten.

On a windy day, see if you catch a falling
leaf.

See how many flowers you can find.

Use a fallen leaf to make a leaf rubbing.
Go out in the rain and let your hair get
wet. Turn you face towards the rain and
see how it feels.

Find somewhere that you can sit still and
watch for birds.

See how many different coloured leaves
you can find.

Touch the bark of a tree and see how it
feels. Try more than one and see if they
feel different.

Learn the name of one new plant or tree.
Find somewhere outside you can be quiet
and comfortable for five minutes and
simply listen

Look at how beautiful a raindrop is when it
gets caught on a plant or a fence.

Find two different sorts of leaf. Have a
good look at them then close your eyes
and see if you can tell which one is which.
If that is too easy, try it with lots of leaves.
Go and look at how beautiful things can be
when they are covered in frost.

Find somewhere outside where you can
stay still for five minutes, close your eyes
and see what you can smell.

Listen to the noise of the trees moving in
the wind.

|6 Have a close look at a patch of grass and see
what you notice.

7  See if you can find a plant with a smell.
(preferable a nice smell!)

I8 Hold a leaf up to the light and see the
patterns in it.

19 Go for a walk and be aware of what is under
your feet.

20 Go outin the dark and look at the stars and
the moon.

21 Sit still for long enough to watch the sun set.

22 Get up early and watch the sun rise.

23  Go for a walk and write a poem about what
you saw or heard or touched or smelled.

24  If you are in a place where you can - have a
bonfire and toast marshmallows.

St Francis, a Christian 800 years ago, talked about
all of creation being our brother and sister
because we all come from the same source. He
cared about all of creation because he believed
that every part of it, people, animals, plants, comes
from God. Many Christians today talk about the
connection they feel with God when they are out
in nature, and many people

who are not Christians also

talk about being outdoors A ROCHA

.. BRONZE
giving them a sense of AWARD
connection with something WINNER

outside themselves that 2020
makes them feel truly alive. ECO # CHURCH
arn mot®
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Christmas can’t be locked down!

Let’s go old-fashioned and fundamental, but never
forgetting the sick, bereaved, disenchanted,
perplexed or anxious.

I’'m writing just as the latest statistics show a 52%
increase in new Covid-19 cases in Mole Valley in a
week, but also just as there’s promising news of a
vaccine. Did you want the good news or the bad
news!? Either way, entering Advent during another
lockdown might get more people remembering
that we have reached a penitential season just like
Lent, preparatory and reflective.

The present age patently believes that Christmas is
all about turkey and tinsel. It believes that
Christmas starts with canned carols in early
October and accelerates through ever more
frenetic retail therapy, ending in shock-horror at
credit card statements because little Freddie and
his mini-mafia all demanded the latest smartphone,
telling Santa so in emphatic terms. It believes that
nativity plays, described by political correctness as
seasonal presentations, give a magnificent
opportunity to showcase the virtues of drama and
music departments as they major on fictional
innkeepers. It believes that the ultimate
celebration is to fall out of the pub. It
acknowledges that Boxing Day is a superb
occasion for domestic punch-ups and one of the
most lucrative days of the year for funeral
directors. It isn’t surprising firstly that by
Christmas Day people are knackered and skint,
and second that a very popular piece of music at
Randalls Park is “My way.” You're tempted to
think that sermons on the Second Coming are
superfluous.

People say
Christmas won’t
be the same this
year. Tell it the
way it is:
Christmas cannot
be changed,
neither is God
lockable down.
Incarnation
happened. God is with us. Turkey and tinsel
indeed! How about a breastful of milk and a
manger full of hay?

If you take a fresh look at “Once in royal David’s
city” (an excellent hymn for Mothering Sunday)
pause at the start of the second verse, at the
words “down to earth.” That will do for
Christmas 2020, and Advent 2020 is for getting
used to it. Minor explosions at the dinner table in
order to get a paper hat, plastic whistle and
excruciating pun are entirely unnecessary. If you
still want something on the Second Coming,
Charles Wesley reports:

Those who set at nought and sold him,
Pierced and nailed him to the tree,
Deeply wailing
Shall the true Messiah see.

Or with funky exegesis and eschatology:
If there’s too much hokey-cokey, better turn
around -

That’s what it’s all about!

And that’s the good news or the bad news,
depending whether you vote God or Mammon.

Petrus Incognitus

} THINK
ReiNDReR (AusH
AND CALL M@ -
NANRS  IM
TRAPPeD
iN A
DeAD-eND

St Martin’s Magazine December 2020



Hymn of the Month, Breathe on me, Breath of God

I  Breathe on me, Breath of God,
fill me with life anew,
that | may love what thou dost love,
and do what you wouldst do.

2 Breathe on me, Breath of God,
until my heart is pure;
until with thee | will one will
to do and to endure.

3 Breathe on me, Breath of God,
till I am wholly thine;
until this earthly part of me
glows with thy fire divine.

4  Breathe on me, Breath of God,
so shall | never die,
but live with thee the perfect life
of thine eternity.

Words: Edwin Hatch (1835-89)
Tune: Carlisle, by C Lockhart (1745-1815)

This hymn might seem a strange choice as a Hymn
of the Month for December, when we are in
approaching Christmas, but with so many
struggling to breathe and dying because of the
COVIDI9 virus, at the time of writing, a hymn
about the Breath of God seems relevant.

The hymn was written and
published in 1886 by an
academic theologian
Professor Edwin Hatch, who
was born at Derby, in 1835
and educated at King
Edward’s School Birmingham
and Oxford university. He
held many prestigious
academic and teaching posts
in Canada and the UK, writing
articles on Theology and the
Classics. Although he was brought up as a non-
conformist he became an Anglican and an
ordained priest 1859.

He was not into writing hymns, but he wrote this
one for Whitsuntide (or Pentecost as it is now
called), which is when the church celebrates the
coming of the Holy Spirit to the early followers of
Jesus, after his resurrection.

With all his academic knowledge of Latin, Greek
and theology Edwin Hatch has written what
seems to be a very simple hymn. It is basically a

prayer that God will breathe his life-giving spirit
into each of us to enable us to love as He loves
and to do what He wills, until we join in the
perfect life of his Eternity.

It is based it on John 20 v22, which records
how the Lord Jesus met with His disciples in
the upper room after His resurrection, and “He
breathed on them, and said to them, ‘Receive the
Holy Spirit’. This is in addition to the more
public, and dramatic coming of the Holy Spirit
like tongues of fire with the sound of a rushing
wind as recorded by Luke in Acts 2.

So let us think about being ‘breathed on’ by
Jesus, and breathing itself.

Most of the time, we take breathing for
granted. It happens automatically, along with
our heart beating regularly, unless maybe we
suffer from a lung disease or perhaps have a
choking fit or nearly drown. Today, the
COVID 19 virus causes breathing difficulty for
many who catch it, some needing extra oxygen
and intensive care if they are to even survive.

Breathing is fundamental to living. The heart
and lungs are inextricably linked in getting the
oxygen from the air, into our bloodstream,
pumped round our bodies and removing the
waste carbon dioxide. Both breathing and a
beating heart are necessary for human life.

In the biblical story of creation, [Genesis 2 v7]
we read that ‘the Lord God formed the man from
the dust of the ground and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life and the man became a
living being’.

Before God breathed into the incredibly
complicated physical body, which he had made
from the raw materials of the earth, that body,
which we know as a human being, it was just a
very sophisticated, inanimate object.

Although we do not remember it, we all know
when we took our very own first breath — it
was, of course, the day we were born!

In our mother’s womb we were alive and our
hearts were beating because her body, through
the miracle organ known as the placenta,
allowed her blood to circulate round our tiny
bodies. But floating in the amniotic fluid, the
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Hymn of the Month contd.

Act of Remembrance

unborn baby is not breathing. That only happens when
an alternative circulation pathway via the lungs is
triggered as he/she is delivered from the womb, the
cord is cut and he/she breathes air into lungs for the
very first time. If he does not make that first gasp, his
first breath, a new-born baby does not survive.

That first breath is indeed the very Breath of Life.

When our Lord Jesus was born from a human mother
2000 years ago in a stable in Bethlehem, he too had to
take that first life-giving breath. And then the angels
sang, and shepherds were guided to go and see the
Holy Child, promised of old, by the prophets. And
Magi came from afar to give him presents of Gold,
Frankincense and Myrrh. Wise Men bowed down
before him and worshipped him, as wise men still do
today.

Perhaps it is not such a strange choice of a hymn for
Christmas after all.

So let us rejoice in the birth of our Lord Jesus this
Christmas and give thanks for the miracle of human
life, seen in every new born baby. At the same time let
us offer comfort to those who mourn the death of
loved ones, especially if it was the COVIDI9 virus
which took away their ability to breathe.

This hymn reminds us that the Spirit of God is not
always given in a dramatic and public way. It can come
day by day, as we acknowledge God’s creative and life-
giving presence in every breath we breathe, and seek
to do His will.

Even when we breathe our last breath on earth, we
know that, if we trust in His unfailing love, as shown in
the life, death and resurrection of his dear Son Jesus
Christ our Lord, we shall go on to join Him in heaven,
with all the saints.

Diana Burges

The Secret of Living

The secret of living is learning to pray

It’s asking our Father for strength for the day!

It’s trusting completely that His boundless grace, will
overcome care and each problem we face!

It’s walking by faith every mile that we plod, and knowing
our prayers bring us closer to God!

“Whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall
receive.”
Matthew 21:22

Act of Remembrance on
Sunday 8" November

Remembrance Sunday 2020 was marked at
St Martin’s Dorking with both the
production of an online Act of
Remembrance, hosted on our YouTube
channel, and a very small gathering in the
church grounds that morning. Just before

| lam, a small procession walked in silence
from the South Porch to the WWI|
Memorial in the churchyard.

The churchwardens led the procession,
which included Richard Orme from the
Royal British Legion, Sam Wright our
trumpeter, a couple of representatives of
the uniformed organisations and our vicar,
Derek. The sounding of the Last Post and
lowering of the standard, followed by the
words of Exhortation, heralded the keeping
of two minutes’ silence. As the silence
ended the trumpeter sounded the Reveille
and the standard was again raised. Derek
then laid a wreath on the Memorial as
Andrew Dorman, in the Bell Chamber,
tolled a single, half muffled bell; it was most
poignant.

Sadly, we could not publicise this short Act
of Remembrance as we did not want to
convene a crowd; and, in the event, it
passed off quietly and reverently, and with
a sense of intimacy uncommon on such
occasions.

Veronica Watts
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Tribute for Pamela Mary Berry |19th July 1929 - 8th November 2020

Pam was born in Ormley, near Leeds, the
elder daughter of Eva and James Carpenter,
and she had a younger sister, Susan.

She was at teacher training college near
Catterick where she met Len who was doing
his National Service as a radio instructor.
They were married a few years later.

She was a junior schoolteacher for all her
working life with breaks to have her
daughters, Caroline and Mindy. Caroline was
born while Len was working at Berkley
Power Station, and then two years later
Mindy was born when they had moved to
Effingham. Pam and Len had three
grandchildren, Cameron, Sam and Carla and
two great- grandchildren, Zack and Orla.

Pam and Len lived in Surrey for most of their
married life, first in Effingham, then Dorking which
was followed by many years in Mickleham; they
downsized in later years moving into Dorking
town to be closer to St Martin’s Church and their
Dorking friends. Their moves were usually
accompanied by a poodle — Pam’s favourite breed
of dog although her last was an indeterminate
small cross breed!

Pam and Len loved travelling, beginning with a
clapped out old car and a boy scout tent of very
small size, continuing with two weeks every year
while Pam’s wonderful parents looked after first
one and then two girls so they could enjoy time
together. They travelled to 43 countries all over
the world, often travelling on local buses,
overnight trains and sleeper buses to many
destinations where no one spoke English, and later
for holidays of a month’s duration. Pam’s hair
became white early and that combined with her
love of bright colours caused great humour and
interest when they were in remote areas.

Pam had a remarkably busy social life; she enjoyed
the Mother’s Union and the Women’s Institute.
She and Len also belonged to many social groups
together — Dorking U3A, a Latin American &
Ballroom Dancing Club and a walking club to
name but a few. They were regular members of
the congregation of St Martin’s, Dorking where
Len was a Churchwarden for many years. In later
years, Pam became a keen bridge player with
weekly games and bridge holidays with friends.

Pam was extremely clever with a needle and
made many of her own clothes through the
years, and for the girls when they were children.
She also loved knitting; Len was the recipient of
many jumpers and on one occasion on receiving
one as a Christmas present denied all knowledge
of seeing her knitting it when they were together
in the evenings for a period of several months!

Pam was a forward-thinking woman for her time
as she purchased two properties in Brighton in
the 1960s to let to students from Sussex
University in term time and holidaymakers. This
led to many weekends and holiday times in
Brighton for the family while cleaning, decorating
and maintenance tasks were completed with Len
taking a big role — we can only assume he was
happy with that!

Pam led a busy life with many and varied
interests. She and Len had many friends and a
multitude of activities and events. Following Len’s
death in 2010, she did continue to see friends
until she was not able to live at home any longer-.
Pam spent the last two years of her long and
happy life at St Peter’s House and her family
would like to thank the care team there for
everything they did to make life as varied and
eventful as possible.

Pam will be remembered by her family and

friends fondly as someone who lived life to the

full packing more into each day than most of us!
Mindy Gittoes
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Christmas Quiz

\‘\.___ v;k' £ a "jl
gt

| .Which famous composer wrote the Christmas

Oratorio?

2. In which year did the first service of Carols

from Kings College Cambridge take place?

3. Who wrote the words of the Carol In the
bleak midwinter?

4. When did Tom Smith invent
Christmas crackers? (19122 1890? ” q
18477) % éva 7S
5. Who wrote the music for the ?:\!‘ A
Christmas ballet The Nutcracker? '

6. How many wise men came to visit
the Baby Jesus in Bethlehem?

7. What is the Latin name for the Christmas

rose!

8. In the song The Twelve Days of Christmas, how
many things did my love give to me on the fifth
day?

9. Which composer wrote The Shepherd’s
Pipe Carol?

10. The beginning of which Gospel is
traditionally read out as the last lesson at

Christmas Carol services!?

I'l. Branches of which two evergreens

B e

are traditionally brought into the house

to decorate it for Christmas?

[2. How many reindeer did Father

Christmas have according to the poem

—— =

"Twas the night before Christmas?

I 3. What was the first thing the angel said to the
shepherds in the Christmas story?

4. Which carol contains the words “As we
watched at dead of night” ?

I5. Who first sang I’'m dreaming of a white

Christmas?
16. Who wrote A child’s Christmas in Wales?

I7. Where was the star leading in the carol We
three kings?

I8. What would children traditionally find in the

toe of their Christmas stocking?

19. Which saint is traditionally associated with
Christmas?

20. What is the name given to Jesus which means

M  “God with us™?

L Answers on page 20

Dorking Travel

Independent Travel Agency
specialising in tailor made
holidays and cruises around the
world with over 80 years of
experience and knowledge.
Come in and have a chat or call
01306 735757

All holidays ATOL protected.

Join out lunch club and our One
Club for solo travellers.
78 High Street Dorking
WWW.dorkingtravel.co.u&/

X

A

DORKING DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

Need a new washing machine or dishwasher? Then take a look
at our fantastic range of domestic appliances. From washing
machines and tumble driers to dishwashers, ovens,
microwaves and irons — we have every appliance you need

for your home.

Competitive pricing

100% customer satisfaction

Same day delivery where possible and free local
delivery

Installation of both gas and electric integrated
appliances.

Disposal of old appliances

LILIL

Dorking  Domestic Appliances

For more information or to get a quote,
contact us on

01306 889978
I5 — 19 South Street, Dorking, RH4 2LE
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Letter from Rev Gavin Hancocks, Superintendent, Dorking and Horsham Circuit

F1Y
The Methodist Church

DORKING & HORSHAM CIRCLIT

Rev Gavin Hancocks

Superintendent, Dorking & Horsham Methodist Cincuit

Minister, London Road & Pariridge Green Methodist Churches
gavinhancocks@gmail.com 07880 528170 01403 253915

Dear Friends, Happy New Year! No, | have not gone altogether mad quite yet but we in Methodism
get to have three goes at beginning a New Year. There’s the conventional one that commences at a
nano-second past midnight on the 31st December. Then there’s the one that kicks on the |st
September — the Connexional New Year. And, now finally, there is the Ecclesiastical or Church New
Year that commences with the first Sunday in Advent — so, Happy New Year!

Of course, New Years are built on the past year or years, and in this instance, we find ourselves
crossing a rather pointed threshold.

Just on two months ago we shared the news with you that the Revd Kath Jones had tendered her
resignation from the Methodist Church. It is with a sense of deep sadness that | can now confirm
that Kath’s resignation is now final. It became final on Tuesday 10th November when | received
notification from the President of Conference that due process had been completed and he had
accepted the recommendation of the Advisory Committee that her resignation be accepted.

Along with Kath’s resignation, the Circuit Leadership Team(CLT) also received the news from the
Southwater Community Church that it no longer wished to be part of the Methodist Church and
that at its Church Council Meeting of the 20th September 2020 it had voted to close the Church.

Both these pieces of news set in motion a process that we are still working through at Circuit level
and to that end an Extraordinary Circuit Meeting was called for last evening, 19th November 2020.
The CLT have been working with representatives from the three Churches in the Horsham area to
ascertain what might be the best way forward and as a result | have a mixture of sad and somewhat
more hopeful news to share with you.

At the Circuit Meeting we confirmed that there was no viable opportunity for continuing the work in
Southwater seeing as only four of the members had indicated a desire to maintain their Methodist
connections and the majority formally resigned their membership with immediate effect. As a result
we passed a resolution seeking the closure of the Southwater Community Church. The next step in
that process is for the resolution to be received by the District Council of the Southeast Methodist
District for their consideration in January and then to be finalised by the Spring Synod in April. In the
meantime the Circuit Meeting The Manse 23 Ryecroft Drive, Horsham West Sussex RH|12 2AW
01403 253915 Circuit Office London Road Methodst Church Horsham West Sussex RHI12 AN
01403 240714 become the Managing Trustees administering the affairs of the Church such as they
are at present and until it is formally closed.

As the CLT considered the way forward for the Circuit an opportunity to explore a Diaconal
appointment emerged unexpectedly. So, in conjunction with the District, the Diaconal Order and the
representatives from the three churches we have explored the possibility of shaping such an
appointment and | am pleased to report that the Circuit Meeting unanimously gave its support to the
establishment of the post and the profile required in order to secure the appointment of a Deacon.
We are in fact quite excited at the possibilities and have structured the appointment as a Team
Ministry between myself as the Presbyter with Pastoral Charge working alongside a Deacon bringing
that mix of service and community engagement to help focus our vision for mission across London
Road, St Andrew’s and Partridge Green.
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Diaconal stationing is taking place in January of next year and works
a little differently to Presbyteral stationing. Deacons are directly
stationed which means that once a Deacon is matched with our ap-
pointment that will be it for September next year. We will have op-
portunity to meet with the Deacon and explore the match but it
would need for something to be glaringly obvious that this is not an
appropriate match for any change to be considered.

So, as we go forward into this Advent and the coming year, may we
allow our journey to the creche of Christ bring us through and be-
yond into a year of unfolding hope and expectation. | haven’t for-
gotten that we are in the midst of a crippling pandemic which simply
serves to set our own struggles against a much bigger backdrop into
which words of hope are needing to be spoken and are tentatively
emerging.

Yours in the Gospel, Gavin Hancocks

DO YOU NEED AN ACCOUNTANT
OR HELP WITH TAX?
ARE YOU THINKING OF CHANGING
YOUR ACCOUNTANT?
For a FREE initial consultation,
contact Claire or Danny on

01306 880082
CHARTERED CERTIFIED ACCOUNTANTS

C&D WILTSHIRE & CO LLP

LEARN SPANISH AT HOME
with Lucy Caniza de Vincent.
07889 630150
07860 397806
Lucycaniza33@hotmail.com

PLEASE SUPPORT
OUR ADVERTISERS

MEABYSICO [
wliciton

Strength Bwisdom In law & bushess dnce 1848

13 3 i Stuee oy

Spaclatsing Irc
Redoonbs & Commercia Propary  Frawas Ivae Gine  Repuaihon Pravecion

Wig, Tiuss & Procae LCET Expans Conmerda 8 Corporaa Law 3 .
Ldaakon ano Madtadon Empey ment Law Meda & Bmemainmen
Clsks Managamient Farmiry 8 Dvorco Law  Loase Brardons

Cr.\p by caroffices ot 59 Hlys MD.CWOQM WD or conlact our swiichbomd on 01505 B4
Naed advice abewhare? We can st Wa have branch offices In Camberwel, Scho & Qhigwel

South Street

Pharmacy

High Class Dispensing
Chemists
Repeat Collection - Home

Delivery

130 South Street
Dorking RH4 2EU

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm
Sat 9am-12 noon

01306884987
southstpharmacy@outlook.com

Swhonooara: 0005 634450 www meaoy. couk W OVuetyndo "‘HT- 8 ".‘u::n':ﬁ: . meey s do
The French /\ (PROBABLY THE BEST )
Gardener %% || TOPSOIL AND

™. 3. NAYLSK
| am qualified, insured and have  CONSTRUCTION
over 20 years’ of horticultural
experience. Ring me if you need
skilled garden maintenance.

Frédéric Gabellec
mob: 07775 103141
tel: 01306 743283

ALL BUILDING WORK
UNDERTAKEN
Extensions Conversions

New Build Refurbishments

Groundwork  Structural

Patios Driveways

\+/
St Martin’s C/E Primary School
Ranmore Road, Dorking, RH4 |HW
Primary Education from ages 4+ to | |
If you would like to visit our school
or receive a prospectus, telephone

01306 883474

Carpentry  Guttering
Decorating  Soffit & Fascia
Jobs all sizes considered
Contact Mike

07766121741

LOGS IN SURREY

WE DONT SELL RECYCLED SOIL OR SKIP WASTE
& WE ONLY SELL SEASONED HARDWOOD LOGS!
Our Premium Grade topsoil is 'Bury Hill Black' a BS
approved enriched topsoll which Is screened to 10mm with
virtually no stone content. Our logs
are a mix of seasoned hardwood logs.
We also sell: SO/L CONDITIONER,
COMPOST & MULCHES, QUALITY
TURF, COAL & KINDLING

Tel: 01306 877540

BUY ONLINE AT: 4
www.buryhilltopsoilandlogs.co.uk

2 P
m =) TOPSOIL AND LOGS J

o

RID-O-PEST
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
ALL DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL
& AGRICULTURAL PESTS
CLEVE HOUSE
FLINT HILL
DORKING RH4 2LL

TEL: 01306 743245
MOBILE: 07970 811652

St Martin’s Magazine December 2020



Dorking Museum in December

Dorking Museum offers seasonal greetings to all
readers and to the supporters and friends of the
Museum.

How sad that the pandemic is creating so much
uncertainty about how we will be able to celebrate
the festive season this year. Who can we see!?
Where can we go? What can we do!?

Looking on the bright side, in the middle of the 17
century, Parliament effectively ‘banned’ Christmas
altogether! The Puritans believed that the Catholic
celebration was a sinful extravagance fueled by
immorality — their mission was to cleanse the
country of decadence. Even mince pies were
banned! Abolished in 1644, it was not until the
Restoration in 1660 that Christmas could be
celebrated again — although pro-Christmas protests
took place, and seasonal revelry undoubtedly
continued behind closed doors in the interim.

The Museum was making seasonal plans for re-
opening when the latest lockdown was announced.
So, anything included here is subject to the progress
and duration of the lockdown and any subsequent
regulation and guidelines. Hopefully, by the time this
magazine is published, all will have become clearer
(and, hopefully, easier).

Museum shop: It is hoped that the Museum shop
might open on Saturdays, 5"-19" December, | lam-
4pm, with appropriate arrangements in line with
covid-19 guidance. If so, why not drop in for
Dorking themed cards, books or gifts? There is a
wide range of Cockerel Press and other books of
local interest, covering subjects as diverse as
underground Dorking, a ‘lost’ 18" century country
villa, Dorking pubs, suffragettes, motor racing,
wartime Dorking, the Dorking Cockerel, village
histories and the Mayflower. These are also available
from the museum’s online shop along with vintage
and second-hand books, postcards and other
ephemera: dorkingmuseum.org.uk/dorking-museum-
shop.

Mayflower 400 Dorking Treasure Trail:
Families are invited to follow the Mayflower 400
treasure trail, commemorating the 400" anniversary
of its sailing for the New World. Find the seven
Mayflower models in windows around the town. A
map of the locations can be printed from the
Museum’s website or (when open) collected from

The Mayflower 400 treasure trail

Mullins Coffee Shop on West Street. Each
model has a letter displayed next to it. Write
down the letters, rearrange them into a word
related to the Mayflower and take the
completed sheet to Mullins Coffee Shop (when
open) to claim a prize. There is no charge for
entry and the trail will continue until Christmas.
A template of the Mayflower model may also be
downloaded from the Museum’s website to
make at home. Further details at
dorkingmuseum.org.uk/mayflower-400-dorking-
treasure-trail.

Visits to the Museum Archive and the
Walking in Dorking guided walks had to be
put on hold again during the November
lockdown. Please check the website for
resumption of these activities.

Otherwise, plans have been put in place to
allow us to re-open the main Museum
exhibition space safely whilst continuing to offer
an appropriate visitor experience. It is hoped
that this can happen in January, subject to
review of the ongoing restrictions.

Our first special exhibition of the year will be
Forster at 50, which was postponed from
summer and commemorates the 50
anniversary of the death of the novelist EM
Forster, concentrating on his life locally, the
local initiatives he took part in, his local
associates and the impact of the area on his
novels.

Among several new acquisitions during
lockdown, the Museum was pleased to acquire
a wonderful watercolor of the White Horse in
Dorking, painted in 1823 by the noted Bavarian
artist George Johann Scharf (1788—1860).
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Dorking Museum in December contd.

and the new Museum 2021 Calendar

Scharf spent much of his life in England, having
joined the English army after escape from a
besieged Antwerp and been present at the Battle
of Waterloo. He was a frequent exhibitor at the
Royal Academy and was commissioned at one

point by Charles Darwin.

The Museum is at 62 West Street, Dorking RH4
IBS. For an update on resumption of activities, to
read our regularly updated blog, to visit the shop,
to become a member or to donate, please visit the

B Dorking & Surrounding
: Area

website www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk. The newly acquired Scharf painting

Photography and design by local photographer Lois Leyland. All proceeds of this calendar will be
donated to the Dorking Museum. The calendar incorporates images from Dorking and the
surrounding area including Betchworth Castle, Dorking Caves, Brockham Bonfire, St Martin’s Church
and one of the resident peregrine falcons, Denbies Estate and some of the flora and fauna of the

beautiful local area.

The calendars can be ordered from dorking-museum.myshopify.com/products/dorking-museum-
calendar-2021. Price: £10 plus £2.00 postage.

RESIDENTIAL » COMMERCIAL
AGRICULTURAL » SCHOOLS » ACOUSTIC
HOARDING « GATES » SECURITY

RICHARDSON & BRADS FENCING LTD

T: 01306 640 143 - 01483 414 74

Bullimores

Chaviveed Aoeconntaods

The Safe Pair of hands

Tax » Accounts » Probate
inheritance Tax & Executorship

For advice, please call us on:
01306 880880

or email
partners@bullimores.co.uk

www.bullimores.co.uk

mmmbmmmm
legal activity of noe-contentious

DAVID TOBITT

CARPETS

FINE CARPETS SUPPLIED
AND FITTED
We have over 30 years experience
working in Dorking and the local area
A comprehensive range
of carpets available

We can bring samples
to your home

Advice given on all types
of carpet work

WE TAKE A PRIDE :"o.
IN WHAT WE DO B

TEeL: 01306 885032

www.davidtobittcarpets.co.uk
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Poems and Quotes for December

The journey of the magi (cont.)

Coming as they did from the first century
they had a few problems with London traffic
and were seriously misled by signs

to the Angel and King's Cross.

Inquiring diligently about the star

they were referred to Professor Brian Cox,
who thought it was amazing

while smiling in a constant and strangely
unsettling way.

In Harrods the camels
made a mess over Soft Furnishings.

On the Underground
commuters glared at No Smoking signs
as incense wafted gently through the carriages,

and when the great day came

they saw the entire voting population
slumped on sofas by four o'clock,
rendered senseless by too much
dead poultry and the Queen,

while over Liberty's and Hamley's
the flickering angels sang
Glory to God in the High St

and they found him,

with the inns full up once more,
in the old familiar place,
bringing their unregarded gifts
to the empty stable

of the human heart

where the infant Christ is born
again and again.

Godfrey Rust

The second sentence of
this poem originally
referred to the
celebrated and now
sadly late British TV
astronomer Patrick
Moore ("who hadn't
actually seen God, but
would keep an extra eyebrow raised"). |
replaced him with his natural successor in
2013.

The cost of love

There is no safe investment. To love at all is to be
vulnerable. Love anything, and your heart will
certainly be wrung and possibly broken. If you want
to make sure of keeping it intact, you must give your
heart to no one, not even an animal. Wrap it
carefully round with little hobbies and little luxuries;
avoid all entanglements; lock it up safe in the casket
or coffin of selfishness. But in that casket - safe, dark,
motionless, airless - it will change. It will not be
broken; it will become unbreakable, impenetrable,
irredeemable. The alternative to tragedy, or at least
to the risk of tragedy, is damnation. The only place
outside Heaven where you can be perfectly safe
from all the dangers and perturbations of love is
Hell.

| believe that the most lawless and inordinate loves
are less contrary to God's will than a self-invited and
self-protective lovelessness ... We shall draw
nearer to God, not by trying to avoid the sufferings
inherent in all loves, but by accepting them and
offering them to Him; throwing away all defensive
armour. If our hearts need to be broken, and if He
chooses this as a way in which they should break, so
be it.

The Four Loves, (extract), CS Lewis, (1898-1963)

Peace and Calm?
The sermon annoyed me. Which was doubly
frustrating, since | had deliberately gone to Mass on
my own to have a quiet hour without the usual
distractions.
It’s not that | question the priest’s right to interpret
the Christian message. But what about my right? I've
studied the Gospels too. Why is he allowed to
monopolise the pulpit week after week?
He was talking about preparing for Christmas. All
our rushing about, our shopping and planning special
meals, our worries over choosing presents, our
paper chains and tinsel, our frantic last minute
sending of cars - all this was worldly and contrary to
the spirit of Christmas. Christmas, he said, is about
the quiet coming of Christ into the world. We can
only recognise it in peace and stillness.
At this point | wanted to stand up and shout,
‘Objection!” God only present in peace and calm?
Surely the whole Christmas story is about God being
present everywhere, especially in the most ordinary
events of life. Certainly the ordinary event of the
birth of a baby is not a calm and still experience. Ask
the women who have been through it.

Clare Richards (b. 1938)
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Bits and Pieces

PRIVATE PRAYER AND STEWARDING

As you know, we are open for Private Prayer twice a week. We
are open on Wednesday and Saturday between 9.30am - |2pm.
Thank you to the 8 volunteers who are helping steward this. If
anyone feels they could be used as a back up on one of these
days please do let me know, each session is | hour |5 minutes.
Thanks, Judy.

THE CHURCH CLEANING TEAM IS BEING RE-ESTABLISHED.

Let's make best efforts to build on the wisdom of those who
have looked after our beautiful church over the years. Anyone

who is interested in lending a hand, please contact Julia Redfern
(883994).

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS

We are hoping to be able to open the church for private prayer
on Saturday afternoons as well as Wednesday and Saturday
mornings during December. It would be lovely to decorate the
church for people to look around and this year the idea was to
make Christmas Trees. Some of us have done origami ones, but
there are many different kinds of Christmas Trees out there -
perhaps you could think of an idea and try it out! Don't be
nervous, please volunteer, we have ideas and materials, just get
in touch (01306 889617). A way to while away the hours during
lockdown!

CHRISTMAS CARDS IN CHURCH
As we cannot use the card boxes this year we hope to have a
Card Tree which will be put by the Font to put your card on.

)
Home'Instead

lo tws, ity pwrv;z.a.fn
Trusted Care to Keep You
Safe at Home

Companionship, shopping, meal
preparation, light housekeeping, local
transportation and errands, respite
support, convalescence support,
personal care, dementia care and
much more....

01372 741544
www.homeinstead.co.uk

Flowers by f&lme

Local Delivery
Interflora Worldwide
Special Occasions
Fresh Flowers, Plants
& Gifts, Weddings,
Functions and events

01306 883511

66 High Street, Dorking RH4 1AY
www.flowersbyelaine.co.uk

SOFT INTERIORS BY
JOSEPHINE

HIGH QUALITY CURTAINS
AND SOFT FURNISHINGS ALL
HAND FINISHED

HELPFUL ADVICE ON DESIGN
AND COLOUR MATCHING

FITTING SER VICE AVAILABLE

Tel: 01306 644802
Mobile: 07767 771777
Email:josoftinteriors@gmail.com

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Smithers &I Co

Electrical Contractors

For an efficient and reliable service
carried out by professionals

Dave Ford
Tree Care

Friendly, Local, Professional Service
DoMESTIC, COMMERCIAL & All types of tree work undertaken
INDUSTRIAL Pruning/Felling

Hedgerow Management
Stump Removal
Planting, Design and Planting
Logs Supplied

Rewires, Alterations, Central
Heating Wiring, Extra Sockets &
Lighting Points, Breakdowns &

230%;%
Decoratorys

PROFESSIONAL PAINTERS & DECORATORS

Established local family business
\7

* Over 40 years experence

* Internal and External

* Commercial and Domestic

* Fiendly, first class service

* Surrey/Sussex/Greater London

Maintenance Work Contact us for a free estimate A dbv'S Teading Standard
rove urrey Trading Standards
For free advice and estimates call: Tel: 01306 611661 PP aynd Cheyckatradg
01737 843844 Email: info@davefordtreecare.co.uk
. :V o momaers of ;( w,*\
07850 563091 4 Checkatrade.com
ol for Whers reputation matters 0’ ‘9
& : —m . = CHA/S' Please phone for a free estimate ‘-"
NEIE ERE NEE EIE iy
APPROVED CONTRACTOR l’,gs pomesmic /N O visit: 0 1 30.6 6404 1 8
-------- n INsTRLLER (== v daveford. reecare co. k www.dorkingdecorators.co.uk
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Christmas Quiz Answers

. J.S.Bach 2. 1918
3. Christina Rosetti 4. 1847 Chr’lstmas 9090
5. Tchaikovsky 6. We don’t know!
7. Helleborus 8. 15
9. John Rutter 10. John
I'1. Holly and ivy 12. 8
|3. Fear Not!
I4. See amid the winter’s snow
I5. Bing Crosby |6. Dylan Thomas
|7. Westward I8. An orange
19. St Nicholas 20. Emmanuel
PREMIER GARDENS FAIRWAY LETTINGS LYN DON
COMPLETE We are a local, independent lettings
GARDEN agency specialising in .
Office Solutions
M’_ﬁ‘zg‘é;r;%f‘wmgls Residential Lettings and - N
y Www.printer-repairs.ne
BORDER MAINTENANCE, Property Management. www.photocopier-repairs.net
LAWN CARE SERVICE, LANDLORDS & PROPERTY WWww.printer-repairs.net
LEAF CLEARING, OWNERS www.fax-repairs.net
GARDEN CLEARANCE, ETC. is your property vacant www.mulifunctionalcopiers.
Quality service at competitive or about to become so ? co.uk
prices. Contact o _ We can also supply a wide
. . Then ensure that it prowdgs an income for f ble items
David Keatlng you by contacting r'afflfe n:) . :Ifr;;l;tn:z o
omi idges to
Tel: 01306 898917 | | . AnneBrown ceationary
Mob: 07887 511515 info@fairwaylettings.co.uk
ob: . 01306 640039 www.lyndongroup.com
www.pre.mlergardens Competitive fee structure, 0845 5430388
dorking.co.uk NO VAT (Local rate)
DANIEL STREET
ELECTRICIAN
ALL WORK TESTED
AND CERTIFICATED ‘
07778352670

Extensions and alterations often require a Structural Engineer

Production Bugs Robert Wynter & Partners Ltd.
After school musical Small Works Department
ducti I [
produc Ionlgce;s”?es running 01306 879875
www.productionbugs.co.uk : :
07786 061057 Book House, Vincent Lalrt|§, Dorking RH4 3HW
productionbugs@hotmail.co.uk www.rwpitd.com
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Christmas Presents for Send Prison

Instead of giving toys for prisoners children, this year, the charity
supporting Send women’s prison (Pact) has had to take a different
approach.

Providing toys for prisoners children is simply not possible amid
the current restrictions caused by the corona virus pandemic.
However there will still be Operation Elf, but this year Pact are
asking for National Book Tokens to the value of £10 which can be
sent more easily from parents in prison to their child.

If you would still like to help you can find out more on the website
as well as where to send your tokens and what tokens are being
accepted. Go to www.prisonadvice.org.uk for all the information
about Operation EIf 2020.

Many thanks, Anne Brown

st
PacCt

OPERATION ELF 2020

We're doing things a little differently this year...

It will come as no surprise that we cannot run Operation Christmas EIf 2020 in the same way
as we have done before, but that doesn't mean we're not doing anything to support the chil-
dren of prisoners this Christmas. Instead of the toys we would usually ask for, this year we're
asking you to buy a book token to the value of £10 that can be sent in a Christmas card to a
prisoner’s child.

How to take part...

You can buy book tokens online from www.nationalbooktokens.com or from all local
bookshops. If you buy your book token online, you can even choose for it fo be
delivered straight to our Santa's Grottol

(Which is really our office: Pact - Operation Elf, 29 Peckham Road, London SE5 8UA)

Find out more at WWW.prisonadvice.org.uk

No thanks...
E-tokens
Tokens for other stores
Tokens worth less or more than £10
Books or toys

Yes please...
Book tokens to the value of £10
Christmassy themed token cards
Generic token cards

Even with all the challenges and uncertainty that Covid-

19 brings for each of us, we shall, nonetheless, soon start &
looking forward to the celebration of Christ’s birth at &
Christmas. Pact's annual Operation Christmas Elf will " “,
take place this year in a slightly different way and we <,

need your support. Providing a simple gift for a prisoner
fo give to their child strengthens the bonds within

families and makes the future brighter for us all. None o ’
us can change the past, but we can help love moke‘
a difference. .
If you can, please help us - and thank you.

Archbishop John Wilson, Vice President of Pact

Please Support our
Advertisers
They are very important
to the magazine, please
mention us whenever
you use one of them.

MICHAEL

Trith

PHARMACEUTICAL CHEMIST

Traditional
Community Pharmacy
Open Six Days a Week
38-40 South Street,
Dorking
Tel: 01306 882728

PAUL’S
PLUMBING

NO JOB TOO SMALL

07751 538 694
01306 500219

24 hrs call out
Reliable local plumber

C.J.UDEN & CO

Drainage Consultants & Surveyors
e C.C.T.V. INSPECTIONS
e PRESSURE CLEANING
e REPAIRS
o UNBLOCKING
® PRIVATE TREATMENT SYSTEMS

N,
o BN
.y \HR‘ >

L andd

01306 882495

www.cjuden.co.uk

The OId Builder's Yard, 52 Dene Street, Dorking RH4 2DP
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DOWNSVALE

Nursing Home
6/8 Pixham Lane,
Dorking
High Standard of Care in Happy

Family Atmosphere,
24-Hour R.G.IN. Cover

Telephone: Gertrude Cayatot
www.downsvale.co.uk
Email matron@downsvale.co.uk

01306 887652

&«( Sherlock
YV Funeral
< Service

A helping hand at a time of need
130-year-old, independent, family
business.

e Private Service Chapel and Rest
Room

Home visits arranged, if required
Pre-paid funeral plans available
Free parking

24-hour emergency line

Fleet of matching Jaguar
limousines and hearses

Trellis House, 190 South Street,
Dorking, Surrey RH4 2ES

E: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk
T: 01306 882266

MEMBER

/ﬂw,
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Adverts

Please Support our Advertisers during this time.
They are very important to the magazine, please mention
us whenever you use one of them.

Find the right words to
promote your business
with a
freelance copywriter.

Adverts, brochures,
press releases, blogs,
web copy, social media
content and more.

For more information,
contact Steph Wood

stephaniewoodlimited@gmail.com

www.stephwood.co.uk

Vincent

Press Ltd

Designers &
Printers
For all your printing
needs

tel 01306 880177
Email
info@yvincentpress.co.uk

CAUSED BY A NECK PROBLEM??”?
Here is an easy way to find out:
Use only a very thin pillow (or no pillow at all) for a few days to a week.
Instead, use a rolled-up towel placed under your upper neck. Try several different
sizes of roll, between an inch and 4+ inches high. Also try several different towel
thicknesses between very fleecy and very thin. Try this over several days/nights. If this
makes any difference to how you feel, correcting your spine and posture could have a
dramatic effect in your comfort, general flexibility and arthritis prevention.
Call now for further details, or a copy of our booklet: 'The Seven Essential Secrets of Spine
and Nerve Related Problems', (or a complimentary Workshop, or a free Assessment
Consultation. If you have a low back, hip or knee or ankle problem, call for
information on how you can check yourself in a similar way.
AbilityBack -education, expectation and experience based spinal correction.
AbilityBack Centres
17,000+ Families Lives Improved DORKING Practice (01306) 884050.Since 1987
Dr Tony Parker D.C., F.C.C. www.abilitybackcentres.co.uk, Doctor of Chiropractic,
Clinical Trainer & Posture and Health Specialist drtony@abilitybackcentres.co.uk
Bringing Your Back To Life, Bringing You Back To Life

SHOULDER, ARM OR UPPER BACK PROBLEMS? s

Back

& \ il

At AbilityBack, we always offer a “no risk” complimentary initial Assessment Consultation. This ensures
we respect each others’ time and resources. If you cannot make use of what we do, you will certainly

have a full and proper understanding, which may be useful for you (or someone close to you) in the
future.

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH SERVICES
i Delivering a foot health service to the :

home place

Mobile Foot Health Practitioner, fully

insured and DBS checked.

¢ Toe nail cutting, callus/corn removal :

and foot health advice.
Please contact to arrange an

appointment.
Elaine Del-Busso MCFHP MAFHP

Tel: 01306 712641 Mob: 07403 379776

Email: elainedelbusso@hotmail.com

.........................................................

DORKING FLOORS LTD

The Flooring Specialists in
Wood, Cork, Karndean,
Vinyl & Sanding & Sealing
All work carried out by our own trained
staff and not subcontractors
Everything fitted is covered by our Five
Year Guarantee
Contact: Dorking Floors Ltd
324 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1QX
Tel: 01306-883388/882343
E-Mail: dorkingfloors@yahoo.co.uk
Visit: www.dorkingfloors.co.uk

w& THE GOLDEN SCISSORS
) (EsT 1971)

la Meadowbrook Road, Dorking
Ladies & Gents Hairdresser

Fed up with the same boring hairstyle
or just like traditional service?
We have regular appointments

available for

Cutting, Colouring, Setting & Perming

Please try us,
You will be most welcome!

Telephone 01306 882400
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ACTIVITIES

CHILDREN &
YOUNG PEOPLE

Church Safeguarding Officers
Sue Jamieson 740954
Anne Whibberley 889039

UNIFORM ORGANISATIONS

Brownies
9th Dorking Thursday 6.00 pm
Di Sutherland

Rainbows (Girls aged 5-7)
Ist Dorking Thursday 4.45 - 5.45 pm
Bobbie Everson 881048

1** Dorking (St Martin’s) Scout

880148

Group
Group Scout Leader
David Collett 07519 171235

gsl I stdorking@yvirginmedia.com

Beaver Scouts
I** Dorking Tuesday Colony 17:30
gsl I stdorking@virginmedia.com

I** Dorking Wednesday Colony 16:45
Sharon Collett 01372 815559
beavers| stdorking@ntlworld.com

Cub Scouts
I** Dorking Tuesday Pack 18:45
gsl I stdorking@virginmedia.com

I** Dorking Wednesday Pack 18:15
Claire Ede 01372 458967
claireede 123@gmail.com

Scouts

I** Dorking Monday 19:15

David Collett 07519 171235
scouts | stdorking@ntlworld.com

ADULT GROUPS
Choir Practice See next page

Bellringing Practice

Paul Beeken 887538
Juniors and adults
Mondays at 7.30 pm
Mothers’ Union
Elizabeth Cotton 71199%4

(Holmwood Branch)

Some Useful PHONE NUMBERS

AGE CONCERN (Dorking & District) 01306 899104
AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPS (for alcoholics' relatives) 020 7403 0888
ALCOHOL & DRUG ADVISORY SERVICE 01483 590150
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 01252 521133
ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE SOCIETY 883425

BESOM DORKING, www.besom.org, dorkingbesom@live.co.uk 07765598854
BRIGITTE TRUST (Hospice Home Care) 881816
BRITISH RED CROSS (Surrey Headquarters) 01483 572396
BUSES: National Bus Enquiries 0871 2002233
CANCER HELP CENTRE 020 8668 0974
CARP Christians Against Poverty 0800 328 006
CHILDREN’S SOCIETY BOX HOLDERS, Janette Masters 01306 886830

CITIZENS' ADVICE BUREAU 876806
CRUSE (Bereavement Counselling) 020 8393 7238
DORKING AND DISTRICT TALKING NEWSPAPER 01306 712044

MOLE VALLEY RAMBLERS
DOCTORS SURGERIES:
Medwyn Medical Centre, Reigate Road
Dorking Medical Practice (formerly New House) 881313
DORKING GOOD NEIGHBOURS 07948 568906
(Volunteer drivers are always needed! If you can help contact 888256)
DRUGCARE 01483 300112
FAMILYLINE 0808 802 6666
familyline@family-action.org.uk
Confidential free phone help line for any family member experiencing difficulties
HOSPITALS:

www.molevalleyramblers.org.uk

883816

Dorking Community Hospital 887150
St Luke's & Royal Surrey Hospitals, Guildford 01483 571122
Epsom General Hospital 01372 735735
East Surrey Hospital, Redhill 01737 76851 1

01293 600300
01372 384384
01372 377790

Crawley Hospital
Leatherhead Hospital
LEATHERHEAD NIGHT HOSTEL

LIBRARY (Public) 882948
MOLE VALLEY CARERS 640020
MOLE VALLEY DIAL A RIDE 01372 383333
MOLE VALLEY DISTRICT COUNCIL 885001

For emergencies outside office hours 01372 376533
Parentline Surrey - see FAMILYLINE SURREY above

POLICE STATION, Pippbrook 101 or 01483 571212

Bible Reading Fellowship Notes PRIORY SCHOOL 887337
Sally Lowe 884467 PROBATION SERVICE 01737 763241
Julian Meeting RELATE (Marriage Guidance) 01737 245212
-z;]dz'{es 7C-/5th in Upper Lounge of ROYAL ASSOCIATION IN AID OF DEAF PEOPLE 881958
Chrfis":/’:/a;’s' re 640775 ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 875058
Eriends of St. Mar€in’s ROYAL BRITISH ‘LEGION SURREY HQ 01372 386500
Treas: Liz Lioyd Kendall 241503 ST CATHERINES’ HOSPICE 01293 772414
. . ST JOHN AMBULANCE 887333
Childran's Soclety B°"h°'°'e"§89590 ST MARTIN'S C of E SCHOOL, Ranmore Road 883474
Janetee Masters SAMARITANS 01372 375555 or 01737 248444
* Denotes a change TRAINS: National Rail Enquiries 08457 484950
UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE (Bob Crooks) 01306 740062
VOLUNTARY ASSOCIATION for SURREY DISABLED 01372 841148

VOLUNTEER CENTRE, The Point, Mayflower, Lyons Court,
Dorking RH4 | AB vcdorking@vamidsurrey.org 01306 640369
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WHO’s WHO at St Martin's, St Mary's and St Barnabas’

at St Martin’s Church:
Church Street, Dorking

VICE CHAIRMAN OF PAROCHIAL
CHURCH COUNCIL

at St Mary’s Church, Pixham:
Pixham Lane, Dorking

RH4 IDW Canon Peter Bruinvels 887082 RH4 IPT

CLERGY DlsEiTOI:T o oSl 01372741100 CLERSY

tephen Hope in’

Vicar and Authorised Methodist Minister St Maprtin’s CPF:urch Choir Practice times See St Martin’s
The Rev.d. Qerek Tighe 882875 Friday s 7.30pm - 9pm STEWARDS
Day off is Friday Sundays 9.25am ( pre-service at |0am ) Tony Hall 882770

Associate Minister (non-stipendiary) I'st Sunday 5pm (before Choral Evensong Julie Mellows 889404
The Revd. David Cowan 88534 6pm) SECRETARY

We are also pleased to have the BELL RINGERS Julie Mellows 889404

assistance of * Paul Beeken (Tower Captain) CHURCH BOOKING SECRETARY
The Revd. Stuart Peace 883002 07739 366434 Julie Mellows 889404
The Revd. Mlkg Ste\{ve.irt 884153 CHILDREN'S CHURCH
The Revd. David Williams 889754 LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANT Anne Brown 884424

Christian Centre Lay Chaplain Cathy Merrikin 885273
Rowan Nunnerley 886830 | PASTORAL TEAM MEDSSY c<|j-|;.41 ch 885341

Diana Burges 881291 ave and [Mary L.owan

VERGER Mary Cowan 885341

Brian Smith 887608 Elizabeth Dobson 881479 | at St Barnabas’ Church,
Myrtle Haire 882352 Ranmore:

THE CHURCH OFFICE Rowan Nunnerley 889507 R C Road

Vicki Judd and Michelle Lelliott 884229 Aveley Parker 880771 anmore L.ommon Roa

stmartinsdorkingchurchoffice@gmail.com Judy Peace 883002 Dorking RH5 6SP
TP';T office ha.ls Iimit:d openénlg hours. Rosie Pegram 631125 RECTOR

ease email or phone and leave a ) )
message. CHURCH SAFEGUARDING The Rev'd. Derek Tighe 882875
OFFICERS PARISH PRIEST & ASSOCIATE

Marriage Enquiries: Sue Jamieson 740954 RECTOR

arrangements should in the first instance Anne Whibberley 889039 The Rev'd. Mike Stewart 884153

be made by telephoning Vicki or Michelle carolandmikestewart@outlook.com

in the church office. SACRISTAN VERGER

Di Sutherland 880148

Baptism Enquiries: arrangements can Brian Belton 884950

be made by telephoning Vicki or Michelle SECRETARIAT CHURCHWARDENS

in the church office. Sue Jamieson (JCC) 740954 Dr Robin Luff 884093

John Oborn (MCC) 881518 Mr Nicholas Grealy 882168
ENTRE MANAGER *

c G LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANT
Janette Masters TREASURER Sandra L. 885932
for bookings, enquiries etc 886830 Elizabeth Dobson (JCC) 881479 andra Lowry
9.00am - 2.15pm Monday to Friday . ) TREASURER

Nick Hands-Clarke (PCC) 887870 lan Hudson 88828

CHURCHWARDENS * Sue Jamieson (Methodist Church)

Nick Hands-Clarke 887870 740954 SE\(/:RETARY
acant
Cathy Merrikin (Anglican 885273 iti
DEPUTY CHURCHWARDENS Y (Anglican) Position Vacant
Christine Francis 889617 Sue Jamieson (Methodist) 740954 TOWER CAPTAIN
- Paul Beeken (Tower Captain)
Christine Lawrence 882316 | COMMUNITY/ELECTORAL ROLLS 887538
Anne Whibberley 500288 Elizabeth Dobson (Anglican) 881479
John Oborn (Methodist) 881518 * Denotes a change
METHODIST STEWARDS
Elizabeth Dobson (Senior Steward) MAGAZINE TEAM
881479 Anne Brown (advertising) 884424
John Oborn 881518 Christine Francis 889617
LAY READERS AND LOCAL Janet Housden (subscriptions) 883011
PREACHERS
Iy L 4467
John Oborn 881518 Sally Lowe 88446
Chris Watts 640775 Mary Peckham
(Anglican Reader) MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION
Freda Goddard 740682
FLOWERS
Sandy Hine 889807
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