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Thank You 

The Lord bless you and keep you; 
The Lord make His face shine upon you, 

And be gracious to you; 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, 

And give you peace. 
(Numbers 6:24-26, ESV) 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS for St Martin’s Magazine  

The subscription rate, for magazines delivered to your home (11 copies 

during the year) is £6.00 per annum, or £4.00 for those who have 

retired. Please give cash or a cheque (made payable to “St Martin’s 

Dorking PCC”), to your distributor , who will pass the total amount for 

his / her area to the Subscriptions Manager, Janet Housden. Postal 

subscribers should send a cheque for £12.00 for the year to Janet 

Housden at Brympton, Ridgeway Road, Dorking, Surrey RH4 3AT If you 

do not currently receive a regular copy of the magazine and would like 

one delivered to your home, please phone the Distribution Manager, 

Freda Goddard on 740682 and she will make the necessary 

arrangements. 
 

COPY FOR JUNE MAGAZINE  

By Friday 22nd May please, or sooner!  

Any material is preferred on disc, in a PC format such as Word or  

Publisher. Handwritten material is still accepted! If you would like to 

send material by e-mail, the address is kikronfran@aol.com 

Thanks. Ed. 

Editorial policy 

The Editor, consulting the 

Magazine Committee, reserves 

the right not to publish any 

article which is deemed 

unsuitable for any reason, but 

our intention remains to include 

contributions from across a 

broad theological spectrum (and 

also on other matters of 

community interest). 

Contributions to the magazine 

thus reflect the perspectives of 

individual authors and do not 

thus necessarily reflect an agreed 

view of the church’s leadership 

team. 

The editorial team is always 

open to ideas for improvements 

to your magazine. Feedback from 

readers suggests that, for a 

publication of this type, articles 

should normally be no longer 

than one page, i.e. a maximum of 

730 words. Please bear this in 

mind when submitting copy. 

Suitable photographs are always 

welcome. 

 
FUNERALS 
“Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord; 
and let light perpetual shine upon them” 
  

We pray for those who have died and for 
the bereaved: 
 
April 
30th  June Grealy  Aged 83 
 
 

We are also aware of the passing of the 
following people whose funeral 
arrangements we do not know at the time 
of printing. 
 
Brian Carr 
Dorothy Rowe  

 From The REGISTERs 
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 Reflection for May by Revd. Derek Tighe 

One of the central issues (after the obvious and 

outrageous human tragedy of the pandemic itself 

and its impact on the world) that has exercised 

me lately has been the impact of the closure of 

our church buildings… the places where ‘the 

church’ … i.e. the community of faith… gathers. 

This closure brought great disappointment for 

some: weddings and baptisms, often having been 

in the planning for many long months, have had 

to be postponed. The funerals that, many will 

feel, ought to have been held in our churches 

have had to take place either in crematoria or at 

the graveside. Then there is the fundamental 

loss of a ‘holy space’ in which to pray. 

 
One of the things that is difficult for some 

regular worshippers is the loss of the ability to 

physically receive Communion; and this was 

brought sharply into focus on Easter Day… a 

day, I find, when even those who do not 

generally attend regularly will make the 

pilgrimage to church to receive Communion. 

And, as with many things in life, we do not 

realise what we had until we no longer have it. 

This seems, then, an appropriate time to 

challenge folks to think about the ‘going to 

church’ part of our faith; and a book that I read 

some years ago came to mind. It is called:  

 

“WHY GO TO CHURCH? THE DRAMA OF 

THE EUCHARIST” by Timothy Radcliffe OP. 

 

I remembered that Fr Timothy’s own 

introduction in the early pages of the book 

raised some interesting thoughts as it prepared 

the reader for this attempt to address the title 

question by looking at “one of the two most 

important events that happen in church.” 

 

It occurred to me that I should not be 

attempting, here, to set out a series of proofs or 

set of reasons designed to bludgeon the unwary 

reader into responding by heading out of the 

door for their nearest church building… not 

least because, as you know, they are closed at 
present. No… this is more about taking the 

opportunity to offer a number of statements 

drawn from Fr Timothy’s introduction to this 

book, in the hope that they might inspire the 

reader to contemplate the real purpose and 

importance of “going to church.” 

 

Fr Timothy opens by stating something that we 

are all pretty much aware of; he says this: 

“Surveys show that a high percentage of people in 

the West believe in God but attendance at Sunday 

services is plummeting. People are more interested 

in spirituality than in 'institutional' religion. They say 

'Yes' to Jesus but 'No' to the Church. A wide 

spectrum of people feels that going to public liturgy 

turns them off God…” 

 

Of course, that is clearly not the case for 

everybody. But the issue of what faith means for 

people is difficult. When in the past I have asked 

people would they be prepared to talk about 

their faith publicly I have often been met with 
the response that the author paraphrases in his 

introduction: “Religion is a private affair 

between my God and me…” which brings me 

back to Fr Timothy’s original question, “Why go 

to church?” 

 

Well, why do people go to church? Of course, 

people go to church for all sorts of services… 

Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer, Taizé worship, 

“Songs of Praise” type services, civic services, 

school services, carol services… and the list 

goes on. Then there are what the Church calls 

the ‘occasional offices’… baptisms, weddings 

and funerals… rites of passage, if you will. Some 

prefer to go to church when there are no 

services taking place… resting a while and 

drinking in the peace of a ‘holy space’. And then, 

of course, there is the Eucharist… the Holy 

Communion… the Mass… call it what you 

will… about which the author writes: 

 

“the Eucharist has at its focus the reason why we 

ever go at all. The Greek word for 'church', 

ekklesia, means 'gathering', and Eucharist is the 

foundation of all our gathering. Jesus sat at supper 

with the disciples together on the night before he 

died. The community was breaking up. Judas had 

betrayed Jesus; Peter was about to deny him; the 

rest would be scattered. At this moment of 

dispersion and disintegration he gave them the 
community of his body. So every Christian assembly 

implicitly is founded on this moment which is 

remembered at the Eucharist.” 

 

Thus begins Fr Timothy’s assertion that in order 

to answer the original question, “Why go to 
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 Reflection for May contd. 

church?” you also have to address the question, 

“Why go to the Eucharist?” He continues: 

“It is true that Jesus invited us to re-enact the Last 

Supper, 'Do this in memory of me', and so one 

should. But why would Jesus ask us to do something 

that is often tedious and apparently unfruitful? Many 

people went in the past because they feared that 

they would be punished by God if they did not. But 

this threat is hardly going to fill our churches in the 

twenty-first century. Who could believe that ours is a 

God of love if we have to be compelled by the threat 

of damnation to go and worship him? One might feel 

obliged to go to church because that is simply part of 

one's Christian identity. As a member of a family, one 

is obliged to attend family events, from birthday 
parties to funerals, however tedious. Everyone would 

recognize the obligation to celebrate their mother's 

birthday. As a member of Christ's family, one of his 

brothers and sisters, then of course one would be 

expected to take part in Christian gatherings. This is 

surely right. Christ called his disciples to sit and eat 

with him. They were his friends. It would make no 

sense to practise a Christian spirituality and have 

nothing to do with other Christians. It would be like 

trying to play football alone.” 

 

I have to confess that I find Fr Timothy’s candour 

and frankness very refreshing. I suspect that many 

a Christian worshipper would be deeply offended 

by the idea - the potential reality - that outsiders 

(maybe insiders too) find our worship practices 

to be “tedious and apparently unfruitful” … let 

alone dreading the thought that they might have 

to ‘defend’ those same practices to someone on 

the outside, looking in and enquiring. And the 

situation is not helped by the fact that the 

western world is (forgive the generalisation) a 

consumerist society… choice is everything. I love 

the way that the author addresses this: 

“The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy, a cult book of 

the 1980s, suggested that every society goes through 

three phases: Survival, Inquiry and Sophistication. 'For 

instance the first phase is characterised by the 

question How can we eat? The second by the 

question Why do we eat? And the third by the 
question Where shall we have lunch?" In our 

'sophisticated' society, it is entertainment that draws 

the crowds. Shopping is an entertainment, I am told. 

Priests and pastors, like teachers, writers and 

footballers, must entertain if they are to keep their 

following.” 

 

I wonder, then; just what is it that we practising 

Christians are asking of our liturgies? What is it 

that i. the established Christian worshipper 

expects of their church’s worship practices, and 

ii. those in search of ‘God’ hope to encounter 

when they join with us? 

 

The author goes on: 

“We Christians often make great claims for our 

liturgies. J. Glenn Murray SJ said that 'liturgy should 

take us by the hair and hurl us into the mystery of 

God'. I agree, but usually we are left firmly on the 

ground… mostly it does not feel like 'a huge event'... 

At a confirmation, a boy, asked by the bishop if he 

would go to church every Sunday, replied, 'Would you 
go and watch the same movie every week?’ … often 

when we gather around the Lord's table nothing 

much seems to happen: a few people, mainly elderly, 

gather in a cold building, listen to sermons which are 

often tedious, and wonder how long it is before they 

can go home. If Christianity is to flourish in our 

society, and not become the practice of a dwindling 

minority, then we have to recapture some sense of it 

as 'a huge event' that grants me life, to which I 

simply must go.” 

 

The question, then, that he inevitably follows this 

up with is, “What counts as 'a huge event'?” 

 

And now, of course, the church is having to 

reinterpret its worship practices to cope with (or, 

perhaps, to take advantage of) the present 

lockdown… a situation that may well be with us 

for some while yet. Inevitably, many of us ‘old 

dogs’ on ‘the delivery end’ of this equation have 

had our hands full with learning ’new tricks’ … 

camerawork, delivering worship to the lens of a 

camera, editing the footage, adding and 

correcting sound where necessary, getting the 

finished work onto a YouTube channel… to 

name just a few of those ‘new tricks’… 

 

But actually, now that we are becoming a little 

more adept at these new skills, we are being 

presented with a real opportunity to think about 
what constitutes good and appropriate worship 

in the Christian church. This is an exercise that is 

well worth doing. As the author states:  

“Good liturgy does require a vast amount of work - 

planning the music and rehearsing it, welcoming 

people, training altar servers, preparing the homily (I 

hope), cleaning the church and so on. But all the 

labour of preparation is so that we may receive an 

utterly gratuitous gift...” the gift of grace unearned. 
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Fr Timothy is absolutely correct - good worship takes a great deal of preparation on the part of a 

considerable number of people. Given that is the case it would seem to me to be a nonsense, then, 

not to examine the efficacy of our worship practices. Of course, there is always the question of what 

we might actually mean when we talk of efficacious worship. The inevitable danger for the “already 

established (i.e. time-served) Christian worshipper” is that such a person will be tempted to judge 

worship based on their own personal satisfaction… using criteria such as: “did they sing hymns that I 

like” … “the vicar’s sermon was too long” … “I dislike the short form of the Creed” … “I only like Book of 

Common Prayer service” … “anything more than 55 minutes is just too long for me” … in other words, 

metrics based upon short-term consumer satisfaction. There are better and more appropriate means 

of measuring success. But what do you think those might be? 

 

Let’s be honest, the few examples that I have used (you may think unfairly) above address nothing 

beyond personal preference… and they certainly do not in any way, shape or form give any 

consideration to what a person “wishing to meet with Jesus” … perhaps someone who is seeking … 

might need from an act of worship and beyond. 
 

Perhaps I will draw this to a close with a thought from an old ministry colleague of mine from 

Wimborne days. He used to say that it was the task of the clergy and the church leadership simply to 

‘create a space’ where people could meet with God; and then to get out of the way, and allow God to 

do what God does best. Are we ready to do just that once we are allowed back into our buildings? 

Blessings, Derek. 

You always appear 

Too good to be true, Mary. 

We’ve pictured you always serene, 

Never exasperated by a fractious child, 

Apparently having no feelings. 

 

But surely that initial Yes came 

From a moment of overwhelming terror? 

And the birth tore you to the core? 

Didn’t he ever cry, that baby, 

Give you sleepless nights? 

Didn’t he irritate you, 

That precocious son 
Dismissing your anxiety with 

Didn’t you know? And later 

That wounding question, 

Who is my mother? 

My mother would have told him … 

Perhaps you did too, 

But it wasn’t recorded. 

 

Even at the end, you’re pictured 

Beautiful in your sorrow, 

Holding your dead child. 

Not like those ravaged faces 

We see on our screens 

Raging at the senseless 

Killing of the innocent. 

What’s the reality? 

Is it more like the aged Madonna, 

Gaunt, face lined by experience; 

With hint of an arthritic hip 

Walking towards the complexities of life, 

Away from cloistered peace? 

Her hand is polished smooth 

By the touch of countless hands.  

 

The Walking Madonna (1981) by  

Elizabeth Frink strides through the Close in Salisbury 

 
 

 

Get Real, by Ann Lewin 



6 St Martin’s Magazine           May 2020 

 Technology in adversity ………and some fake news! 

I am not the first person to 

be very wary of saying that 

anything good might be 

emerging from the tragedy 

of the coronavirus 

epidemic, but there is one 

thing which has certainly 

got a boost from it and that 

is the use of technology by 

churches like St Martin’s. 

The fact that the pandemic 

emerged in an era of 

widespread fast broadband 

has both made the business 

of living under lockdown 
more tolerable in terms of 

keeping in touch with 

friends and family, and 

brought new opportunities for worship to 

reach those who for whatever reason do not 

join us on a Sunday morning. 

 

A few weeks ago I had never heard of Zoom 

though I had dabbled in the occasional one to 

one videoconversation by Skype; indeed I had 

been known to join a meeting from abroad via 

it. The multiscreen capabilities of Zoom add a 

new dimension, and even if the Saturday 

Breakfast Group without a group breakfast 

sounds a bit of an oxymoron, we proved it was 

quite possible to conclude our Lent Group 

series by that means. Yes, it takes a bit of 

getting used to (we still haven’t managed to 

keep a lengthy group prayer in synch!) but the 

essence of seeing each other and sharing 

thoughts together was preserved. 

 

As soon as churches were closed, Derek was 

quickly determined to create a Sunday service 

virtual presence for St Martin’s, and we had a 

very steep learning curve to our first venture 

on Palm Sunday. Registering a YouTube 

channel was easy enough but editing together 

large video files created in different homes and 

then uploading a huge composite file caused 
some real headaches. Of course we are 

fortunate to have sources of friendly expertise 

at St Paul’s to advise us and a week later 

something called “compression” meant things 

went much more smoothly . Using something 

mysterious called “analytics” I can see exactly 

how many people watched the previous two 

service videos, and when – not all on the 

respective Sunday morning, which is perhaps a 

lesson about “church-on-demand”. 

 

Another driver for using technology to do things 

differently was clearly the timing of Easter. The 

Royal School of Church Music seized the moment 

by signing up choirs for their Big Easter Evensong 

– a sort of singalong to music, some familiar and 

some less so, in the context of a service led by 

the former Dean of Westminster. Singing 

together is one of the things I personally really 

miss (our choral society of course was also 

suspended just as we were in the final rehearsal 

run-up to a concert in Southwark Cathedral); this 

seemed an opportunity too good to miss and I 

was delighted to find most of St Martin’s core 

choir wanting to join as well. Here I must confess 

to commissioning a little bit of truly “fake 

news” (i.e. artificial distortion, not just facts and 

opinions a politician finds uncomfortable) in the 

accompanying picture. Because there is a 

tradition of enjoying a glass of wine and 

fellowship after our monthly evensongs at St 

Martin’s, it seemed only right that our virtual 

choir should continue that tradition. Each of us 
individually recorded the act of imbibing, and 

then they were stitched together by someone 

who has superb IT skills as well as a bass voice. 

So before you reach for your phone to alert the 

local community police to an “illegal gathering”, it 

really wasn’t or should that be it wasn’t real?! 
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 Technology in adversity contd. and Time for us girls  

To return to the more serious I am well aware, of course, that for many the new technology is 

bewildering. Finding the good things among all the mediocre (if not downright bad) online can be 

frustrating so here is my personal list of church-related favourites at this time:- 

https://www.stmartinsdorking.org/news (of course this must be top of any list!) where to find our 

weekly news and, now, the Parish Magazine as well 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer an easy source of 

daily Church of England liturgy (with readings etc all in one place) so you can join Derek in Morning 

Prayer 

https://www.kings.cam.ac.uk/choir/listen/webcasts  from my many family trips to Cambridge on 

Christmas Eve I do have a special love of Kings’ choir. While their chapel is closed, they have been 

making available to anyone for free an archive audio recording of an evensong, and the Dean has also 

been leading “a deeper listen” once a week or so, talking about a particularly memorable piece of 

choral music. Each service only stays available for a week so you have to be quick! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuzOsRDiIRJE8Y3Zjr3fj0g our own YouTube channel “Spire of 

Dorking” where our virtual services can be watched. 
 

Usually somewhere near the top of your internet screen you have the ability to “bookmark” pages 

like these or mark them as a “favourite”. One thing I don’t understand about the internet is that 

every operation you might want to do has at least two names for it and multiple ways of doing it! 

The second thing I don’t understand is “advertising preferences”; some algorithm has a really odd 

idea of my taste. 

Tenor 2 

I'm normally a social girl 

I love to meet my mates 

But lately with the virus here 

We can't go out the gates. 

You see, we are the 'oldies' now 

We need to stay inside 

If they haven't seen us for a while 

They'll think we've upped and died. 

They'll never know the things we did 

Before we got this old 

There wasn't any Facebook 

So not everything was told. 

We may seem sweet old ladies  

Who would never be uncouth 

But we grew up in the 60s - 
If you only knew the truth! 

There was sex and drugs and rock 'n roll 

The pill and miniskirts 

We smoked, we drank, we partied 

And were quite outrageous flirts. 

Then we settled down, got married 

And turned into someone's mum, 

Somebody's wife, then nana, 

Who on earth did we become? 

We didn't mind the change of pace 

Because our lives were full  

But to bury us before we're dead 

Is like a red rag to a bull! 

So here you find me stuck inside 

For 4 weeks, maybe more 

I finally found myself again 

Then I had to close the door! 

It didn't really bother me 

I'd while away the hour 

I'd bake for all the family 

But I've got no flaming flour! 

Now Netflix is just wonderful 

I like a gutsy thriller 

I'm swooning over Idris 

Or some random sexy killer. 

At least I've got a stash of booze 

For when I'm being idle 

There's wine and whiskey, even gin 

If I'm feeling suicidal! 
So let's all drink to lockdown 

To recovery and health 

And hope this awful virus 

Doesn't decimate our wealth. 

We'll all get through the crisis 

And be back to join our mates 

Just hoping I'm not far too wide 

 

To fit through the flaming gates! 

 

Pam Ayres 

https://www.stmartinsdorking.org/news
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
https://www.kings.cam.ac.uk/choir/listen/webcasts
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuzOsRDiIRJE8Y3Zjr3fj0g
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Craniosacral Therapist 
Chartered Physiotherapist 

Myra V. Baston 
Grad Dip Phys. MCSP 

15a Dene Street, Dorking, 
Surrey RH4 2DB 

Tel: 01306 889680 

TC 
Carpets and Flooring 

 

23 South Street 
Dorking, Surrey RH4 2JZ 

Tel/Fax: 01306 881155 

J  and  T  Services 
 

Professional cleaning of carpets, rugs, 
upholstery, curtains & leather. Other services, 
including pressure washing suitable for patios, 

paths, decking etc.  
For a free quotation call Tracey  

07770 436639 

 E C O Gardening 

All Maintenance Repairs 
Most Work Undertaken 

Quotations Given 
Professional & Reliable Service 

Residential & Commercial 
Contracts Welcome 

Service all year round 
Phone -01737-842839 

76 South Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 2HD 

At this time of social lockdown those of us lucky 

enough to have gardens are perhaps finding we have 

more time to devote to our green spaces and perhaps 

we can think more carefully about how we do it. 

 

E is for the Environment 

Are we thinking about single-use plastic? Instead of 

using shop-bought flower pots, how about keeping all 

those yoghurt pots and other food receptacles, punching holes in 

the bottom of them and planting seeds or potting on into them. 

 

When watering, are we able to conserve rain water in a butt fed 

from the gutter or use ‘grey’ water which has been used in the 

sink for washing up or from the bath? We may have another hot 

dry summer when water conservation is crucial. 
 

Can we use drought-resistant plants? The RHS website (rhs.org) 

has suggestions for these such as Buxus (Box), Ceanothus, 

Euphorbia, Sedum. 

 

When trying to control pests can we use non-chemical means 

such as forest bark or crushed eggshells against slugs and snails, 

beer traps, dilute Fairy Liquid spray against aphids etc. 

 

C is for Composting 

Making your own compost is not only rewarding but 

helps dispose of all the grass clippings, weeds and 

other waste plant material that your garden produces. 

And seeing those numerous pink worms beavering 

away to create a rich, odour free growing medium is 

amazing. Compost bins, Compost Caddies and more 

can be bought at Evergreener.com 

 

O is for Organic 

Any vegetables we grow in our own gardens will be organic 

provided we do not use chemicals in the process – and cheaper 

than the “organic” food in the supermarket. Probably the easiest 

things to grow are herbs, tomatoes (in pots), courgettes (in 

growbags) or even potatoes (in pots). You can use your own 

compost, or if you need to buy from a garden centre, remember 

to ask for peat-free compost to prevent depletion of peat bogs, 

which is becoming a problem. 

 

Finally, as I write this we are in lockdown with garden centres 

closed. However, if you search online or phone local centres 
some are offering orders of shrubs and bedding plants to be 

delivered, as they are obviously desperate to make use of all the 

stock which will otherwise be wasted. 

 

Happy gardening! 

Julie Mellows 
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 Chaplain’s Corner for May 

We are living in very strange, lonesome, possibly 

frightening and awesome times during this 

COVID 19 pandemic crisis. Who could have 

known when I wrote the April "Chaplain's 

Corner" that we would be in this bewildering 

situation? 
 

But we have a hope as Christians beyond this 

earthly life – a glorious hope that one day soon 

there will be a new heaven and a new earth 

where there will be no more death, mourning, 

crying or pain. What a day that will be! 
 

At this crisis time we must not be shaken. The 

Lord is always by our side irrespective of COVID 

19 and we are ‘a Resurrection people’! Jesus is 

risen and alive - therefore we can live a 

‘resurrection life’. We can offer our bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – this is 

our spiritual act of worship. 
 

How we thank and praise God for all the NHS 

staff in the way they are caring for the ill, 

researching for vaccines and undertaking COVID 

19 tests. May God protect these staff and keep 

them safe. Also please do not forget to clap for 

the NHS staff at 8pm on Thursdays – very special. 

 

The Christian Centre is basically closed to all the 

public but the chef is cooking and preparing ‘take 

away’ meals for individuals and a number of 

sheltered housing e.g. Chapel Court, Canterbury 

Court and Sondes Farm. A few volunteers are 

delivering the meals to these places. We thank 

the chef and the volunteers for what they are 

doing. A Centre Manager is daily attending the 

Centre to ensure all is well, take phone calls and 

to particularly support the chef. 
 

We are all experiencing different situations – 

some being together on top of each other all the 

time, schooling children or working at home. 

Other people will be totally on their own, 

isolated, with minimal communication with their 

relatives, friends or people. There will be light at 

the end of this dark tunnel. The rainbow of God 

promises that. 
 

God is light! In Him there is no darkness at all.  

Let us live as children of light and the fruit of the 

light consists in all goodness, righteousness and 

truth (based on Ephesians 5 v 8-9). 
 

Let us exude the fruit of the Spirit at this crucial 

time:- love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. There are 

numerous examples of these fruits of the Spirit 

being produced by many committed people in 

Dorking. Thank you for what all these people are 

doing for us. 
 

I am keeping in touch with many of The Christian 

Centre’s regular clientele by email, phone and text. 

So far all folks appear to be well except for Jean 

Betteridge, who is in St Peter’s Hospital. 
 

We as Christians must show forth this light of 

Christ in this dark time. We must cling to the fact 

there is hope beyond this pandemic crisis and one 

which overcomes death and its sting. 
 

We must remain positive and trust our God will 

protect and carry us through this difficult time. May 

comfort be given to any of you who grieve and may 

we experience God’s courage and strength as we 

journey through these strange and awesome times. 
 

Jesus is our King. He is Lord. Let us humbly bow 

down before Him, exalt Him and worship Him. God 

bless you all and may He always be by your side. He 

will never leave or abandon you. 

I close this Chaplain’s Corner with a poem. 
 

The days have been so sunny and bright: 

How it reminds of God’s wonderful light! 

All the birds are so beautifully singing 

In heaven, in spite of COVID 19 the bells will be 

ringing. 

Jesus is risen, He is alive thankfully today, 

Which means He is with us in every way. 

What sacrificial love Jesus gave on that cross! 

Knowing Christ our Lord, everything else is a loss, 

Let us cling to God’s tremendous love 

Because it comes from Him above. 

In spite of adverse circumstances there is life 

In Christ, who rescues us from strife, 

We have a glorious hope that comes from heaven. 

May we bathe in this eternal fact we have been 

given 

And know one day we will be with our Lord, 

Whose unfailing love compels us to applaud. 

We proclaim anew that Jesus Christ is Lord 

With the Holy Spirit as our sword. 

God is our eternal light in this COVID 19 plight: 

May we truly acknowledge His holy might. 

Amen 
 

Rowan Nunnerley (Centre Chaplain) 

01306 886830 
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The Lord's my Shepherd, I'll not want; 

he makes me down to lie 

in pastures green; he leadeth me 

the quiet waters by. 

My soul he doth restore again, 

and me to walk doth make 

within the paths of righteousness, 

e'en for his own name's sake. 

Yea, though I walk through death's dark vale, 

yet will I fear none ill, 

for thou art with me; and thy rod 

and staff me comfort still. 

My table thou hast furnished 

in presence of my foes; 

my head thou dost with oil anoint, 
and my cup overflows. 

Goodness and mercy all my life 

shall surely follow me; 

and in God's house forevermore 

my dwelling place shall be. 

 

Words: based on Psalm 23 Scottish Psalter (1650) 

Tune: Crimond by Jessie Seymour Irvine (1836 -87) 

 

This well loved 

metrical version of 

Psalm 23, published 

in the Scottish 

Psalter in 1650 is 

surprisingly the 

result of the work of 

a committee! 

 

At the time of James VI and I psalm texts were 

routinely sent back and forth between Scotland and 

England and this version of psalm 23 started as a 

revision of an earlier text of 1643. Many authors 

and poets were involved and their versions 

submitted for approval to the various courts of the 

Presbyterian Church. Somehow this process has 

perfectly retained the vision of the original psalmist, 

that of the Lord’s provision and protection in this 

life and beyond, in a way that flows well and is 

probably more memorable than the original words 

of the psalm in the Bible. 
 

‘The Lord’s my Shepherd’ is usually sung to the 

tune Crimond, composed in the 19th century by 

Jessie Seymour Irvine, the daughter of a Church of 

Scotland minister, who was a parish priest for a 

time in Crimond, Aberdeenshire. It is believed that 

she wrote the tune while still in her teens, as an 

exercise for an organ class she was attending. 

The hymn, as well as the psalm, begins with a 

wonderful vision of a loving Lord watching 

over us like a good shepherd, leading his 

flock, down from a hot, dry scrubby hillside 

in Judea to a place where there is green grass 

for grazing, still, clear water to drink and 

time to rest. 

 

That feeling of being safe in a gentle and 

peaceful landscape, does indeed restore the 

soul as it says in verse two. Similarly a walk 

in the countryside, away from the noise and 

bustle of everyday city life lifts the spirits and 

even just a short time, maybe eating lunch in 

a park surrounded by grass, trees and birds, 
can be enough to renew our strength for the 

afternoon’s work.  

 

In verse three times of darkness are recalled 

- walking through ‘death’s dark vale’, ‘the 

valley of the shadow of death’ or as a 

modern translation puts it less poetically ‘the 

darkest valley’. At the time of writing the 

COVID19 pandemic is affecting individuals 

and nations all round the world, causing fear, 

illness and death, with disruption to all our 

lives. Many are in dark places of pain and 

grief, but the psalmist says if we are with 

God we need not be afraid and  his rod and 

staff will be a comfort.  

 

The shepherd’s 

Rod is the long 

stick which a 

shepherd carried 

in his right hand, 

as he walked in 

front of his flock, 

ready to use to against any predatory wild 

animal that approached. The staff, held in 

the left hand, is the familiar shepherd’s 

crook, shaped like a question mark, which 

was used to gently catch any foolish lamb, 

who might wander off into danger and 

restore it to the flock. 
 

These are comforting images, when we are 

afraid. Having a leader who knows where to 

go, is prepared for any likely danger and can 

bring you to back to safety if you fall or 

wander away from the track is definitely the 

one to have on any sort of expedition. 

 Hymn of the Month, The Lord's my Shepherd 
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 Hymn of the Month contd. 

Jesus spoke of himself as the Good Shepherd 

and told the Parable of the lost Sheep. He also 

spoke of himself as the ‘gate’ or ‘door’, another 

reference to shepherding. In Jesus’ time, a 

shepherd, at night, would often lie across the 

entrance of the sheepfold, to keep the sheep 

safe within and robbers or wild animals out.  

 

Jesus, as our Good Shepherd, also watches over 

us when we sleep. 

 

In verse four the psalmist goes on to say that 

there is something even more wonderful to 

look forward to, when we trust in God and do 

what is right. A table is ‘furnished’ in the sight of 
our enemies, and our heads are to be anointed 

with oil and our cups will overflow. What does 

this mean? 

 

It seems that God is preparing a culinary feast - 

a celebratory banquet, fit for royalty. Being 

anointed with oil is something usually reserved 

for kings and queens at their coronations, but it 

is our heads that are to receive the oil, and our 

cups of wine that will overflow. It is we faithful 

believers, who are to be the honoured guests at 

God’s table. 

 

It is a vision of blessings and celebration in  

God’s Kingdom, where we are assured of His 

goodness and mercy all the days of our lives 

and beyond when we will dwell in his house 

forever. 

 

As we face the challenges of the Corona Virus 

pandemic we especially need that sense of hope 

for better times in the future that Psalm 23 and 

this hymn and give us. 

 

A Prayer 

God of love and hope, 

you made the world and care for all creation, 

but the world feels strange right now. 

The news is full of stories about Coronavirus. 

Some people are worried that they might get ill.  

Others are anxious for their family and friends. 

Be with them and help them to find peace. 

We pray for the doctors and nurses and scientists, 

and all who are working to discover the right 

medicines to help those who are ill. 

Thank you that even in these anxious times, 

you are with us. 

Help us to put our trust in you and keep us safe. 

Amen. 

 

Diana Burges 

Dorking Travel 
 

Independent Travel Agency 
specialising in tailor made 

holidays and cruises around the 
world with over 30 years of  
experience and knowledge. 

Come in and have a chat or call 
01306 735757 

 
 

All holidays ATOL protected. 
 

Join out lunch club and our One 
Club for solo travellers. 
78 High Street Dorking  
www.dorkingtravel.co.uk 

DORKING DOMESTIC 

APPLIANCES 
 

Need a new washing machine or dishwasher? Then take a look 

at our fantastic range of domestic appliances. From washing 

machines and tumble driers to dishwashers, ovens, 

microwaves and irons – we have every appliance you need 

for your home. 

Competitive pricing  

100% customer satisfaction 

Same day delivery where possible and free local 

delivery 

Installation of both gas and electric integrated 

appliances. 

Disposal of old appliances 
For more information or to get a quote, 

contact us on 

01306 889978 

15 – 19 South Street, Dorking, RH4 2LE 
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 Adapting to a Pandemic 

As I write this, we are roughly six weeks into the 

pandemic. We are now accustomed to being told 

to ‘distance ourselves from others’, ‘only go out 

for exercise once a day, otherwise only leave 

your house if you have to’ e.g. to go to 

authorised work and to buy food in order to 

stay alive. 

 

If like me you are classed as in the ‘vulnerable’ 

age group, then the message is stricter, simply 

‘stay in doors’. 

 

Okay, but obviously that presents problems on 

the ‘needing food to live’ front. However, the 

good people of Dorking have organised an 
elaborate network to provide this service, either 

by kindly neighbours, family or local home 

delivery. It seems to be working well and we are 

all pulling together. 

 

I just want to mention something, which may 

seem a bit picky in the circumstances, but I am 

having a problem with this process of someone 

else doing my shopping. 

 

My shopping habits are that I like good food, but 

I also like a bargain,  I have my preferred brands 

and certain things from particular shops. Yes, I 

have to accept that these are exceptional times 

and things cannot be just as I want, but there are 

limits. 

 

My shopping list to my 

daughter is written in the way 

I always write my shopping 

lists. Yogurt, cheese, 

margarine, coleslaw etc. I 

quickly realised that there was 

not enough detail as 

everything came in small sizes, I suppose because 

there are just two of us. The next list said ‘large’. 

I must say, at this point, that I was completely 

unaware that Sainsburys do industrial sized 

packs. In my fridge I now have 1 kg of coleslaw, 

(sell by date 4 days time) 1 kg of yogurt, 1 kg of 
margarine and enough lettuce to send me to the 

toilet on a very regular basis. 

 

How many uses does coleslaw have? Coleslaw 

salad, coleslaw on toast, coleslaw butties. It 

looked it up and discovered that it goes very well 

in a primanti or Reuben sandwich. 

The yogurt lasts a little longer, but is still a 

challenge. 1 kg is a lot of yogurt. I now have it for 

breakfast, lunch and dessert in the evening. 

Likewise, I am looking for a multitude of uses for 

1 kg of margarine. I just don’t recall seeing 

anything resembling this size on the supermarket 

shelf.  Is it a device to stop us shopping too 

often? 

 

 I am now having to do a pot survey. This 

involves searching for the number of grams or 

kilograms on everything that is now in my fridge. 

Now that I have many items of 1kg I must guess 

whether they come in 500g sizes so that my list 

reflects what I require. 
 

I was speaking to a friend who is also confined to 

her house and the shopping is done by her 

grandson. I am now aware that this is a real 

problem for the elderly as her request for a pie 

for dinner was answered by 6 party mini pork 

pies. Another friend has a son who recently 

spent three years at university and his shopping 

habits were frugal to say the least. He now shops 

for her on the same basis, cheap and cheerful 

food – this is not what she is used to. It is so 

hard to criticise someone who is just doing their 

best. 

 

I am thinking of setting up a help line for those 

suffering from ‘misunderstood shopping lists’. It 

is always a comfort to share difficulties, the 

emotional impact this has and ideas (on how to 

organise a fridge full of 1 kg pots of  everything 

that you ordered). My local doctor’s surgery has 

offered something along these lines, but I’m not 

entirely sure ‘misunderstood shopping lists’ fits 

their criteria for support. 

Christine Lawrence 
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Smithers & Co 
Electrical Contractors 

 

For an efficient and reliable service 
carried out by professionals 

 

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL & 

INDUSTRIAL 
 

Rewires, Alterations, Central 

Heating Wiring, Extra Sockets & 

Lighting Points, Breakdowns & 

Maintenance Work 
 

For free advice and estimates call: 

01737 843844 

07850 563091 

Friendly, Local, Professional Service 

All types of tree work undertaken 

Pruning/Felling 

Hedgerow Management 

Stump Removal 

Planting, Design and Planting 

Logs Supplied 

Contact us for a free estimate 

Tel: 01306 611661 

Email: info@davefordtreecare.co.uk 

 Lord, teach us how to pray aright 

Flowers by Elaine 
  

 Local Delivery 
 Interflora Worldwide 
 Special Occasions 
 Fresh Flowers, Plants 
 & Gifts, Weddings,  
 Functions and events 

  

01306 883511 
  

66 High Street, Dorking RH4 1AY 

www.flowersbyelaine.co.uk 

SOFT INTERIORS BY 

JOSEPHINE 
 

High quality Curtains 

and soft furnishings all 

Hand finished 
 

Helpful advice on design 

And colour matching 
 

Fitting service Available 

 
 

Tel: 01306 644802 
Mobile: 07767 771777 

Email:josoftinteriors@gmail.com 
 

for a free estimate 

 

Trusted Care to Keep You 
Safe at Home 

  

Companionship, shopping, meal 
preparation, light housekeeping, local 

transportation and errands, respite 
support, convalescence support, 
personal care, dementia care and 

much more.... 
  

01372 741544 
www.homeinstead.co.uk 

The following is the full version of the hymn mentioned on page 15. 
 

Lord, teach us how to pray aright, 

With reverence and with fear; 

Though dust and ashes in Thy sight, 
We may, we must, draw near. 
 

We perish if we cease from prayer; 

O grant us power to pray; 

And when to meet Thee we prepare, 

Lord, meet us by the way. 
 

Burdened with guilt, convinced of sin, 

In weakness, want and woe, 

Fightings without, and fears within, 

Lord, whither shall we go? 
 

God of all grace, we come to Thee 

With broken, contrite hearts; 

Give what Thine eye delights to see, 

Truth in the inward parts. 
 

Faith in the only sacrifice 

That can for sin atone; 

To cast our hopes, to fix our eyes, 

On Christ, on Christ alone. 
 

Patience to watch, and wait, and weep, 

Though mercy long delay; 

Courage our fainting souls to keep, 

And trust Thee though Thou slay. 
 

Give these, and then Thy will be done, 

Thus, strengthened with all might, 

We, through Thy Spirit and Thy Son, 

Shall pray, and pray aright. 

James Montgomery 

(1771–1854) 



 Moving in Mysterious Ways 
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I’m writing this while the invisible enemy is 

killing as many people in this country as a daily 

mid-air collision between jumbo jets. That’s 

how bad it is. By the time you read this, we may 

all have lost people we love. I might be dead 

myself. But let’s take some positives. 

 

1. Cleaner air. An aircraft vapour trail is now 

such a novelty that people stop and gaze at it. 

There seem to be more walkers on the 

common than cars on the road. Demand for 

electricity and gas is well down. After our Lent 

series on climate emergency, it is sobering that 

a virus does more for the vital clean-up than 

any government. 
 

2. More neighbourliness. An astonishing array 

of help groups has emerged in social media. 

Individual caring initiatives abound. People are 

ringing each other up just to see how they are, 

or to ask if they would like some food left on 

the doorstep. Amazing numbers have 

volunteered to help the NHS. Many pedestrians 

unaccustomedly exchange cheery greetings, and 

there is something approaching joviality in the 

supermarket queue - from the prescribed 

distance, of course. Loving your neighbour has 

mushroomed. 

 

3. Re-evaluation of what really matters. 

Suddenly you don’t have to go to a restaurant, 

whizz off on holiday, or belt up and down the 

A24 on a ton-up (though some Covidiots do.) A 

professional stress counsellor once said to me 

that if you’ve got a roof over your head, 

something to wear and something to eat, 

nothing else really matters. David Hockney has 

said that only food and love matter. Consider 

the lilies, the sparrows, the ravens. They never 

had this problem. 

 

4. Church forced off backside. On one hand, 

I’ve just “attended” five services in a morning 

without leaving home. On the other, suddenly 

we’re out and about. The Christian Centre 
does a trade in takeaways. Dorking Area 

Foodbank continues to serve what middle-class 

intercessors used to call “those less fortunate 

than ourselves.” Suddenly the less fortunate are 

ours and we are theirs. Maybe never the twain 

shall part. Transforming church seems to be 

happening in a bizarrely stimulated way. Go into 

all the world, we were told. Consider this: the 

original Last Supper would at present be 

deemed an illegal gathering of more than two 

persons. 

 

5. Exercise. This activity, for those able to 

undertake it, is good for body and mind, and 

there’s a lot more of it about. Running the 

straight race and fighting the good fight were 

never quite like this. All who survive will 

constitute a healthier nation. 

 

6. Ideology takes a back seat when so many 

lives and livelihoods are at stake. A Conservative 
government, at the behest of that which the eye 

doth not see nor the ear hear, pours money 

into public services and support mechanisms on 

a scale probably undreamt of by the most ardent 

Socialist. Suddenly nearly everyone has even 

gone quiet about Brexit. For now. 

 

7. God, who presumably created viruses, is no 

respecter of persons. Poverty was never 

addressed like a coronavirus. The rich don’t 

catch hunger. What a social leveller we have in 

our midst. 

 

8. Patience is a virtue. The dark side of having 

to stay at home is showing up in increased 

domestic violence. You can imagine divorce 

lawyers rubbing their hands. You can probably 

also imagine future overload in maternity 

departments and abortion clinics. However, less 

busy-ness creates time for meditation. The 

injunction to pray without ceasing becomes 

easier to obey. As James Montgomery wrote, 

while not serving his jail sentences for perceived 

subversion, “Patience to watch, and wait, and 

weep, though mercy long delay; courage our 

fainting souls to keep, and trust thee, though 

thou slay” (AMNS 227; HP 551.) (see page 13 for 

the full version of the hymn). When you are let 

back into the shell church you perhaps once 

thought sufficient, have a virus-inspired look at 
this, possibly the greatest hymn on the subject 

of prayer. 

 

9. Family meals are up. Research was already 

showing that Sunday roasts had become 

yesterday’s custom. In many households, the 

kids got their tea soon after getting home from 

school (and washing their hands for at least 20 
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seconds!) and Dad got a weird later meal called supper once he 

was in from work. Mum snatched a bite when she could. With 

more people working from home or forced into lockdown, the 

nuclear community has more opportunity to eat together – if they 

can afford it. 

 

10.  Black economy found out. Those who thought it clever to 

insist on cash must now produce their accounts in order to benefit 

from grants and loans to rescue them. Is this a come-uppance from 

disobedience to Romans 13: 6-7? 

 

Well there you have ten. What other good can you find emerging 

from this plague? Who are now the key workers? Was it ever true 

that low paid meant low life? 
 

Petrus Incognitus 

  
  
  
  

 St Martin’s C/E Primary School 
Ranmore Road, Dorking, RH4 1HW 

Primary Education from ages 4+ to 11 
If you would like to visit our school 
or receive a prospectus, telephone 

  

01306 883474 

RID-O-PEST 
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

  

ALL DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL 
& AGRICULTURAL PESTS 

  

CLEVE HOUSE 
FLINT HILL  TEL: 01306 743245 
DORKING RH4 2LL MOBILE: 07970 811652 

The French 

Gardener 
I am qualified, insured and have 

over 20 years’ of horticultural 

experience. Ring me if you need 

skilled garden maintenance. 

Frédéric Gabellec 

 mob: 07775 103141 

tel: 01306 743283 

 Moving in Mysterious Ways contd. 

ALL BUILDING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

Extensions  Conversions 

New Build  Refurbishments 

Groundwork  Structural 

Patios  Driveways 

Carpentry  Guttering 

Decorating Soffit & Fascia 

Jobs all sizes considered 

Contact Mike 

07766121741 

DO YOU NEED AN ACCOUNTANT 

OR HELP WITH TAX? 

Are you thinking of changing 
your accountant? 

For a FREE initial consultation, 
contact Claire or Danny on 

01306 880082 
CHARTERED CERTIFIED ACCOUNTANTS 

C&D WILTSHIRE & CO LLP 

Learn Spanish at home 
with Lucy Caniza de Vincent. 

07889 630150 
07860 397806 

Lucycaniza33@hotmail.com 

South Street 
Pharmacy 

 

High Class Dispensing 
Chemists 

 

Repeat Collection - Home 
Delivery 

 

130 South Street 
Dorking RH4 2EU 
 

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm 
Sat 9am-12 noon 
 

01306884987 
 

southstpharmacy@outlook.com 

PLEASE SUPPORT 

OUR ADVERTISERS 



 Dorking Museum in May 

May is a month for celebrating the coming of 

summer, warmer weather, blossoming flowers and 

trees. At the time of writing, it looks as if it will still 

be a time of uncertainty when traditional 

celebrations may be rather more muted. But stay 

safe and take encouragement from the fact that May 

18th sees the beginning of National Smile Month. 

 

May Day, of course, is a tradition with origins deep 

in history and the maypole celebrations date back 

to at least the 14th century. In his 

‘Recollections’ (1866-67), Dorking linen-draper 

Charles Rose told of the early 19th century when 

May-day was observed ‘merrily’. To the little boys 

who climbed the chimneys, ‘May-day was a day of 

real delight, and this they demonstrated by their 

laughing eyes, and by the gleeful gambols they indulged 

in’. As well as the maypole and the garlands, ‘there 

was “Jack in the green”, surrounded by washed-faced 

and gaily-decorated sweeps, who, to the sound of hoe 

and shovel, danced around the whirling “Jack” in their 

merriest mood’. 

Perhaps less widely remembered now is ‘the custom 

on the 29th of May, or “Oak apple day”, to place a 

bough of  oak in the roof of the old church tower’ and 

when ‘sprigs of oak, with the apple on them, were worn 

in the hats and caps of boys’. (This dates from the 

1660 restoration of the monarchy – Charles II hid in 

an oak tree following the Battle of Worcester.) 

 

At the time of writing, the Museum is sadly closed, 
the new season’s re-opening of South Street Caves 

tours has been deferred and the programme of 

guided walks in and around Dorking has been 

suspended. These activities will be reviewed on an 

ongoing basis, so please check the Museum’s 

website for updates. Additional guided walks have 

been provisionally scheduled from July onwards. 

 

Even though the doors are closed, activity is still 

going on within the limitations imposed by the 

coronavirus shutdown. Research has continued 

for the summer exhibition, ‘Forster at 50’, 

due to open during May, commemorating the 

50th anniversary of the death of novelist E M 

Forster. The timing of the exhibition will be 

kept under review and, if necessary, it may be 

held over until 2021. 

 

More creative work is going on in various 

households around the area in preparation for 

the autumn exhibition, ‘Mayflower 400’, 

commemorating the 400th anniversary of the 

sailing of The Mayflower with West Street 

shoemaker William Mullins and his family on 

board. A special feature will be displays of 

locally found 17th century shoes and replicas 

made by a local saddler, the kinds of tools that 

Mullins would have used in his trade and male 

and female costumes of the period. 

 

Jackie Rance reveals 

that “Some Museum 

volunteers are in the 

process of creating 

some seventeenth 

century costumes. 

There will be 

dressing up clothes 

for children and 

adult garments 

which will be 

displayed on 

mannequins as part 

of the exhibition. 

 

“Our research 

shows that the 

Pilgrims didn’t wear black clothes all the time. It 

seems that the black dye was extremely 

expensive and thus only kept for ‘best’. Most of 

the time the people wore everyday clothes 

made from natural fabrics like linen and wool 

and used easily available, often vegetable dyes. 
We have managed to source some modern 

fabrics that closely resemble fabric of the period 

and are trying to emulate sewing methods of 

the time, too.” 

 

The great team from the Dorking Men's Shed 

are also working with the exhibition team to 

make a cross section model of the Mayflower  
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The Dorking British School May Day Festival 1914 

(Dorking Museum Collection). 
Jackie Rance working on 

the replica Pilgrim 

costumes  
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and its contents. They 

have already done a 

huge amount of 

research into the 

speculative dimensions 

of the ship and mocked 

up a model. Now they 

are all trying to work 

from home as the Shed 

is also closed. It is going 

to be fantastic working with them! 

 

The Museum is currently closed, but will re-

open as soon as circumstances allow. 

Visit www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk for updates. 
Enquiries to admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk. 

 Dorking Museum in May contd. 

Dorking Men’s Shed members 

Tony Chaperlin and David Skieritt  The model ship taking shape 

mailto:admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk
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PREMIER GARDENS 

COMPLETE 

GARDEN 

MAINTENANCE 
HEDGE TRIMMING,  

BORDER MAINTENANCE,  

LAWN CARE SERVICE,  

LEAF CLEARING,  

GARDEN CLEARANCE, ETC. 
Quality service at competitive 

prices. Contact 

David Keating 

Tel: 01306 898917 

Mob: 07887 511515 
www.premiergardens 

dorking.co.uk 

FAIRWAY LETTINGS 
 

We are a local, independent lettings 
agency specialising in 

 

Residential Lettings and 
Property Management. 
 

LANDLORDS & PROPERTY  
OWNERS 

 

is your property vacant 
or about to become so ? 

 
 Then ensure that it provides an income for 

you by contacting  

Anne Brown 
info@fairwaylettings.co.uk 

01306 640039 

Competitive fee structure, 

NO VAT 

 

Office Solutions 
 

www.printer-repairs.net 

www.photocopier-repairs.net 

www.printer-repairs.net 

www.fax-repairs.net 

www.mulifunctionalcopiers. 

co.uk 

We can also supply a wide 

range of consumable items 

from ink cartridges to 

stationary 
 

www.lyndongroup.com 

0845 5430388 

(Local rate) 

 

 Christian Aid Week 

Dear supporters. 

As all of our thoughts are on the Covid-19 

situation, we wanted to share an update on 

Christian Aid’s response. We value our 

volunteers enormously and want to ensure you 

all keep safe when fundraising for Christian Aid 

Week. The health and safety of our 

community, including loyal supporters like you, 

is of the utmost importance to us, and we are 

monitoring the situation on a daily basis. 

 

Advice for Christian Aid Week 

Many of you will have been planning house-to-

house collections and events. Under the 

current circumstances, sadly, house-to-house 
collections and delivery-only collections should 

not go ahead. 

Instead, Christian Aid Week is moving online! 

We are building a vibrant, virtual Christian Aid 

Week so you can take part with our online 

community. We would love you to join in to 

show love for our neighbours near and far, as a 

global family. 

Supporters in Northern Ireland, please visit 

caweek.ie for resources, information and how 

to pay in funds this Christian Aid Week. 

 

During Christian Aid Week 

It’s more important than ever that we come 

together as a community to worship and to 

share fun and fellowship. That’s why during 

Christian Aid Week we will be live-streaming 

worship each day, and hosting a fun daily quiz to 

join and raise funds. 

 

Our global response 

Christian Aid and our partners already have 

experience of limiting the spread of infection 

during the Ebola crisis, and we will build on this 

experience to continue to stand together with 

communities living in poverty during this period. If 

infection rates start to develop as they are in 

Europe, then people in poorer countries will be hit 

even harder. Many are already living with reduced 

health resilience because of extreme poverty, or in 

overcrowded humanitarian camps and in countries 
which do not have the healthcare infrastructures 

needed to combat widespread disease. We will be 

working on the ground to help prepare 

communities to limit the impact of Covid-19. 

Please pray for us in this vital work, and support us 

where you can by making an online donation. 

 

We are praying for all those affected by this new 

virus, both in Britain and overseas, for all those 

working on the frontline and for wisdom for our 

leaders. We will continue to monitor the situation 

as it evolves. During this challenging time, we all 

need to take seriously the science and advice being 

offered, remaining calm but vigilant. If you have any 

specific concerns or questions please email us at 

info@christian-aid.org or call our helpline on 020 

7620 4444. 

I am keeping you all in my prayers. 

With every blessing, Amanda Khozi Mukwashi 

http://www.printer-repairs.net
http://www.photocopier-repairs.net
http://www.printer-repairs.net
http://www.fax-repairs.net
http://www.mulifunctionalcopiers.co.uk
http://www.mulifunctionalcopiers.co.uk
http://www.lyndongroup.com
https://www.christianaid.ie/christian-aid-week


 The Revd. John Silk 

Revd John Silk, who some of you will fondly remember, 

was curate at St. Martin’s between 1980 and 1984, 

sadly died in February this year. John went from 

Dorking to become Vicar in Deal, Kent and then to 

Thames Ditton, before retiring a few years ago to 

Somerset. Below is a copy of one of his sermons given 

while he was at St. Martin’s. 

 

The Man Sick With Palsy, 6th February 1983 

 

I don’t suppose any of us enjoys being confined to 

bed with sickness, either at home or in hospital. 

 

But some people find this particularly difficult. Very 

often these are the very people who lead good and 
useful lives. They are the people normally active in 

the service of others, whose lives are geared to 

service, to activity, to being useful. Such people are 

particularly cross and unhappy if, for a while, they 

are forced to be inactive, and dependent on 

others. 

 

But sometimes the most valuable, and the most 

difficult thing we can do is to let others help us. 

 

Think about today’s gospel. Imagine that the man 

on the stretcher had refused to allow his friends to 

carry him to Jesus. Imagine that instead he had 

tried to get through the crowd to Jesus on his 

crutches. He wouldn’t have stood a chance. And 

he certainly wouldn’t have been able to get 

through the roof by himself. And if he had taken 

that attitude, who would have been the loser? 

 

Well obviously, to start with it would have been 

him. He wouldn’t have been healed, and nor would 

he have heard those great words of absolution 

“Your sins are forgiven you”. 

 

But his friends would also have been the poorer – 

for the gospel story makes it clear that it was their 

faith which Jesus acclaimed. And had they been 

deprived of that encounter they would also surely 

have been deprived of a great source of strength 

and joy. And wouldn’t the crowd have lost out as 
well? For they would have missed a marvellous sign 

of God’s forgiveness and healing grace. And 

wouldn’t also succeeding generations of Christians, 

including ourselves, have been the poorer without 

this wonderful story about the life and work of 

Jesus? 

 

And so, in the circumstances, the man on the 

stretcher was able to make a marvellous 

contribution to the work of God’s kingdom simply 

by being able to let someone else do something for 

him. And I believe that is something which we are 

all sometimes called to do in our moments of 

weakness – to give glory to God not by what we 

do, but by what we let others do for us. 

Sometimes it is by allowing ourselves to become 

recipients of God’s healing and forgiveness that we 

most effectively become a signal of his grace to the 

world. 

 

Now I expect some will say, “isn’t important to 

encourage independence? to help people to be self 

sufficient as far as possible?” To which I would say 

“I’m not sure”, because surely the Christian ideal is 

not one of independence but of interdependence. 

The truth is not each of us need each other, but 

that we all need each other. There is one thing 
which I agree we must avoid at all costs, and that is 

a way of thinking that divides the world into two 

categories – the helpers and the helped. I think 

that many of us, perhaps unconsciously, do think 

like that. We put ourselves firmly into the 

category of “helpers”, and that is a great stumbling 

block. 
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Extensions and alterations often require a Structural Engineer 
 

Robert Wynter & Partners Ltd. 
Small Works Department 

 

01306 879875 
 

Book House, Vincent Lane, Dorking RH4 3HW 
www.rwpltd.com 

DANIEL STREET 

ELECTRICIAN 
ALL WORK TESTED 
AND CERTIFICATED 

07778352670 

When we need help - when we could give glory 

to God by receiving it - we resist it; we may even 

make it impossible for ourselves to take it, 

because we see ourselves as one of the helpers: 

that is our role, our identity, our security. When 

we are asked to become one of the helped, we 

find it just too threatening. We need to learn that 

interdependence – the pattern of Christian life – 

belonging to and needing each other, means that 

we will be in one area of our life a Helper and in 

another area one of the Helped. 

 

And that is the pattern of our Christian prayers. 

We ask for help for ourselves and we pray for 

others. Every single Christian shares in the life of 
petition and in the ministry of intercession. A 

spirituality without either would be seriously 

defective, for there is a great spiritual issue here. 

The wrong sort of independence may block out 

not only other people but also God. If we cannot 

receive help from other people we may well find 

that we become incapable of receiving help from 

God. I think that sometimes our spiritual lives go 

dead for just that reason. We become so geared 

to the concept of our own self-sufficiency that we 

become effectively incapable of asking for and 

receiving things from our heavenly Father. We 

may say the words, but our hearts aren’t really in 

them. We do not expect and we do not receive. 

 

Let us each learn, then, what it is to receive as 

well as what it is to give, and in this sense to 

receive both from our neighbour and from God, 

for the two go together. And if we begin to learn 

real interdependence, then our lives will shine 

forth the life of Christ, who is glorified in our 

weakness and our strength. 

 The Revd. John Silk contd. and Brockham Choral Society competition 

Production Bugs 
After school musical 

production classes running 
locally 

www.productionbugs.co.uk 

07786 061057 
productionbugs@hotmail.co.uk 

Brockham Choral Society are holding a 
 

Young Composers Competition 
 

£1,000 Prize for best entry 
 

Further prize of £500 for best under 18 if 
not overall winner. 

 
CLOSING DATE 27th NOVEMBER 2020 

 
BROCKHAM CHORAL a mixed voice 

choir based in Dorking is offering prizes 
for a work to be sung in its concert in 

November 2021. 
 

Open to young composers aged 11 to 25 
who live or study in Surrey. 

The work should be between 3 and 6 
minutes long. 

 
For further information visit 
www.brockhamchoral.org/
compositioncompetition 

http://www.brockhamchoral.org/compositioncompetition
http://www.brockhamchoral.org/compositioncompetition


21 St Martin’s Magazine           May 2020 

The Covid Winter, Katie Smith,17.03.2020. 

It started slowly, 

Like the first leaves in autumn, 

First one, then two, then three at once, 

And then a flurry. 

Suddenly all the plans I had made were gone. 

The calendar stood bare, 

Like a winter tree. 

The people I loved – isolated. 

The routine I knew – decimated. 

The pattern of my life – changed, 

almost unrecognisable. 

‘I know the plans I have for you,’ says the Lord. 

But I want my plans. 

I want what I thought I would have, 

The meetings, the people and the places. 
 

Spring is in the air, 

But it feels like winter. 

An eerie, quiet winter, 

A frightening, Narnian winter, 

With no Christmas to brighten the days. 

But a stopping, waiting, 

Worrying, questioning winter: 

When will this end? 

Will the world be the same after? 
Who will I be when it is over? 
 

Then I remember 

That despite appearances 

Winter is not just waiting, 

It is re-charging, 

Strengthening, 

Preparing 

For new life, and abundant growth, 

For the beauty of flowers 

And the miracle of birth. 
 

And I remember that in the darkness of Good Friday 

The disciples despaired 

Believing that the world as they knew it was over. 

And it was. 

But what came next was joy, Transformation, 

A new life, 

A new mission. 

The old and familiar was gone, 

And the new was infinitely better. 
 

This ‘winter’ feels hard, 

But I will give it to God 

Trusting in His promise 

Of hope and renewal,. 

Looking to Easter, whenever it comes 

Believing that in God’s time, not my time 

Life will be renewed. 

Please Support our 

Advertisers 

They are very important 

to the magazine, please 

mention us whenever 

you use one of them. 

Drainage Consultants & Surveyors 
 

• C.C.T.V. INSPECTIONS 

• PRESSURE CLEANING 

• REPAIRS 

• UNBLOCKING 

01306 882495 
www.cjuden.co.uk 

C.J.UDEN & CO 

The Old Builder’s Yard, 52 Dene Street, Dorking RH4 2DP 

PAUL’S 

PLUMBING 
 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
 

07751 538 694 

01306 500219 
 

24 hrs call out 

Reliable local plumber 

Traditional 

Community Pharmacy 

Open Six Days a Week 

38-40 South Street, 

Dorking 

Tel: 01306 882728 

PHARMACEUTICAL CHEMIST 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

DOWNSVALE 
Nursing Home 

6/8 Pixham Lane, 
Dorking 

 

High Standard of Care in Happy 
Family Atmosphere, 

24-Hour R.G.N. Cover 
 
 

Telephone: Gertrude Cayatot 
www.downsvale.co.uk 

Email matron@downsvale.co.uk 
01306  887652 
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       THE GOLDEN SCISSORS 
      (EST 1971) 

 

1a Meadowbrook Road, Dorking 
 

Ladies & Gents Hairdresser 
 

Fed up with the same boring hairstyle 
or just like traditional service? 
We have regular appointments 

available for 
Cutting, Colouring, Setting & Perming 

 

Please try us, 
You will be most welcome! 

Telephone 01306 882400 

 Adverts 

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH SERVICES  
Delivering a foot health service to the 

home place 
Mobile Foot Health Practitioner, fully 

insured and DBS checked. 
Toe nail cutting, callus/corn removal 

and foot health advice. 
Please contact to arrange an 

appointment.  
Elaine Del-Busso MCFHP MAFHP  

Tel: 01306 712641   Mob: 07403 379776 
Email: elainedelbusso@hotmail.com 

Sherlock 
Funeral 
Service 

 

A helping hand at a time of need 
130-year-old, independent, family 

business.  
 

• Private Service Chapel and Rest 
Room 

• Home visits arranged, if required 

• Pre-paid funeral plans available 

• Free parking 

• 24-hour emergency line 

• Fleet of matching Jaguar 
limousines and hearses 

 

Trellis House, 190 South Street,  
Dorking, Surrey RH4 2ES 
E: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk 
T: 01306 882266 

DORKING FLOORS LTD 
The Flooring Specialists in 

Wood, Cork, Karndean, 
Vinyl & Sanding & Sealing 

All work carried out by our own trained 
staff and not subcontractors 

Everything fitted is covered by our Five 
Year Guarantee 

Contact: Dorking Floors Ltd 
324 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1QX 

Tel: 01306-883388/882343 
E-Mail: dorkingfloors@yahoo.co.uk  

Visit: www.dorkingfloors.co.uk 

SHOULDER, ARM OR UPPER BACK PROBLEMS? 

CAUSED BY A NECK PROBLEM??? 

Here is an easy way to find out: 

Use only a very thin pillow (or no pillow at all) for a few days to a week. 

Instead, use a rolled-up towel placed under your upper neck. Try several different 

sizes of roll, between an inch and 4+ inches high.  Also try several different towel 

thicknesses between very fleecy and very thin. Try this over several days/nights. If this 

makes any difference to how you feel, correcting your spine and posture could have a 

dramatic effect in your comfort, general flexibility and arthritis prevention. 

Call now for further details, or a copy of our booklet: 'The Seven Essential Secrets of Spine 

and Nerve Related Problems', (or a complimentary Workshop, or a free Assessment 

Consultation. If you have a low back, hip or knee or ankle problem, call for 

information on how you can check yourself in a similar way. 

AbilityBack -education, expectation and experience based spinal correction. 

AbilityBack Centres 
17,000+ Families Lives Improved DORKING Practice (01306) 884050.Since 1987 

Dr Tony Parker D.C., F.C.C. www.abilitybackcentres.co.uk, Doctor of Chiropractic, 
Clinical Trainer & Posture and Health Specialist drtony@abilitybackcentres.co.uk 

Bringing Your Back To Life, Bringing You Back To Life 
At AbilityBack, we always offer a “no risk” complimentary initial Assessment Consultation. This ensures 
we respect  each others’ time and resources. If you cannot make use of what we do, you will certainly 

have a full and proper understanding, which may be useful for you (or someone close to you) in the 

future. 

Find the right words to 
promote your business 

with a  
freelance copywriter. 

 

Adverts, brochures, 
press releases, blogs, 

web copy, social media 
content and more. 

 

For more information, 
contact Steph Wood  

 

stephaniewoodlimited@gmail.com 
 

www.stephwood.co.uk 

Designers & 

Printers 

For all your printing 

needs 
 

tel 01306 80177 

Email 

info@vincentpress.co.uk 

 Vincent 

Press Ltd 

Please Support our Advertisers during this time. 

They are very important to the magazine, please mention 

us whenever you use one of them. 
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AGE CONCERN (Dorking & District) 01306 899104 

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPS (for alcoholics' relatives)       020 7403 0888 

ALCOHOL & DRUG ADVISORY SERVICE        01483 590150 

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS        01252 521133 

ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE SOCIETY       883425 

BESOM DORKING, www.besom.org, dorkingbesom@live.co.uk 07765598854 

BRIGITTE TRUST (Hospice Home Care) 881816 

BRITISH RED CROSS (Surrey Headquarters) 01483 572396 

BUSES: National Bus Enquiries 0871 2002233 

CANCER HELP CENTRE       020 8668 0974 

CAP Christians Against Poverty  0800 328 006 

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY BOX HOLDERS, Janette Masters 01306 886830 

CITIZENS' ADVICE BUREAU 876806 

CRUSE (Bereavement Counselling) 020 8393 7238 

DORKING AND DISTRICT TALKING NEWSPAPER  01306 712044 

MOLE VALLEY RAMBLERS  www.molevalleyramblers.org.uk 

DOCTORS’ SURGERIES:  

 Medwyn Medical Centre, Reigate Road 883816 

 Dorking Medical Practice (formerly New House) 881313 

DORKING GOOD NEIGHBOURS  07948 568906 

 (Volunteer drivers are always needed! If you can help contact 888256) 

DRUGCARE 01483 300112 

FAMILYLINE 0808 802 6666 

  familyline@family-action.org.uk 

Confidential free phone help line for any family member experiencing difficulties 

HOSPITALS:  

 Dorking Community Hospital 887150 

 St Luke's & Royal Surrey Hospitals, Guildford 01483 571122 

 Epsom General Hospital 01372 735735 

 East Surrey Hospital, Redhill 01737 768511 

 Crawley Hospital 01293 600300 

 Leatherhead Hospital 01372 384384  

LEATHERHEAD NIGHT HOSTEL 01372 377790 

LIBRARY (Public) 882948 

MOLE VALLEY CARERS 640020 

MOLE VALLEY DIAL A RIDE  01372 383333 

MOLE VALLEY DISTRICT COUNCIL 885001 

 For emergencies outside office hours 01372 376533 

Parentline Surrey - see FAMILYLINE SURREY above  

POLICE STATION, Pippbrook 101 or 01483 571212  

PRIORY SCHOOL 887337 

PROBATION SERVICE   01737 763241 

RELATE (Marriage Guidance) 01737 245212 

ROYAL ASSOCIATION IN AID OF DEAF PEOPLE 881958 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 875058 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION SURREY HQ 01372 386500 

ST CATHERINES’ HOSPICE 01293 772414 

ST JOHN AMBULANCE 887333 

ST MARTIN'S C of E SCHOOL, Ranmore Road 883474 

SAMARITANS 01372 375555 or 01737 248444 

TRAINS: National Rail Enquiries          08457 484950 

UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE (Bob Crooks) 01306 740062 

VOLUNTARY ASSOCIATION for SURREY DISABLED 01372 841148 
VOLUNTEER CENTRE, The Point, Mayflower, Lyons Court,  

Dorking RH4 1AB vcdorking@vamidsurrey.org         01306 640369 

CHILDREN &  

YOUNG PEOPLE  
 

Church Safeguarding Officers  

 Sue Jamieson      740954 

 Anne Whibberley       889039 
 

SMURFS 

 The Christian Centre     886830 
 

UNIFORM ORGANISATIONS 
 

Brownies  

 9th Dorking Thursday 6.00 pm 

 Di Sutherland      880148 
 

Rainbows (Girls aged 5-7) 

 1st Dorking Thursday 4.45 - 5.45 pm 

 Bobbie Everson      881048 
 

1st Dorking (St Martin’s) Scout 

Group 

Group Scout Leader 

David Collett   07519 171235 

gsl1stdorking@virginmedia.com 
 

Beaver Scouts 

1st Dorking Tuesday Colony 17:30 

gsl1stdorking@virginmedia.com 
 

1st Dorking Wednesday Colony 16:45 

Sharon Collett      01372 815559 

beavers1stdorking@ntlworld.com 
 

Cub Scouts 

1st Dorking Tuesday Pack 18:45 

gsl1stdorking@virginmedia.com 
 

1st Dorking Wednesday Pack 18:15 

Claire Ede      01372 458967 

claireede123@gmail.com 
 

Scouts 

1st Dorking Monday 19:15 

David Collett      07519 171235 

scouts1stdorking@ntlworld.com 
 

ADULT GROUPS 
 

Choir Practice       See next page 
 

Bellringing Practice  

 Paul Beeken       887538 

 Juniors and adults 

 Mondays at 7.30 pm 
 

Mothers’ Union 

 Elizabeth Cotton      711994 

 (Holmwood Branch) 
 

Bible Reading Fellowship Notes 

 Sally Lowe       884467 
 

Women’s Fellowship  

 Tuesday 2.30 pm 

 Mary Swain                 881638 
 

Julian Meeting  

 3rd Tues 7.15 pm in Upper Lounge of 

 Christian Centre 

 Chris Watts       640775 
 

Friends of St. Martin’s 

 Treas: Liz Lloyd Kendall      741503 
 

Children’s Society Boxholders  

 Janette Masters      889590 

 ACTIVITIES  Some Useful PHONE NUMBERS 



at St Martin’s Church: 

Church Street, Dorking 

RH4 1DW 
 

CLERGY 
 

Vicar and Authorised Methodist Minister 
 The Revd. Derek Tighe 882875 

 Day off is Friday 
 

Associate Minister (non-stipendiary)  

 The Revd. David Cowan 885341 
 

We are also pleased to have the 

assistance of  

 The Revd. Stuart Peace 883002 

 The Revd. Mike Stewart 884153 
 

Christian Centre Lay Chaplain  

 Rowan Nunnerley  886830 
 

VERGER 
 Brian Smith 887608 
 

THE CHURCH OFFICE  

Vicki Judd and Michelle Lelliott 884229 

stmartinsdorkingchurchoffice@gmail.com 

The office is usually open for personal 

callers each weekday from 

10am until 11.30am 

 

Marriage Enquiries:  

arrangements should in the first instance 

be made by telephoning Vicki in the 

church office. 
 

Baptism Enquiries:  arrangements can 

be made by telephoning Vicki in the 

church office. 

 

CENTRE MANAGERS  

 Janette Masters and Clare Walker 

 for bookings, enquiries etc 886830 

 9.00am - 2.15pm Monday to Friday 

 

CHURCHWARDENS  
 

 Peter Bunn 889008 
 

 Nick Hands-Clarke 887870 
 

 

DEPUTY CHURCHWARDENS  
 

 Christine Francis 889617 
 

 Christine Lawrence 882316 
 

 Anne Whibberley 500288 

 

METHODIST STEWARDS  
 

 Elizabeth Dobson (Senior Steward) 

  881479 

 John Oborn 881518 

 

LAY READERS AND LOCAL 

PREACHERS 
 

 John Oborn 881518 
 

 Chris Watts 640775 

 (Anglican Reader) 

 

 

 

VICE CHAIRMAN OF PAROCHIAL 

CHURCH COUNCIL  

 Canon Peter Bruinvels 887082 
 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC  

 Stephen Hope 01372 741100 
St Martin’s Church Choir Practice times  

Friday s 7.30pm - 9pm 

Sundays 9.25am ( pre-service at 10am ) 

1st Sunday 5pm (before Choral Evensong 

6pm) 
 

BELL RINGERS 
 

 Paul Beeken (Tower Captain)  

  07739 366434 
 

LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS  
 

 Cathy Merrikin  885273 
 

 Aveley Parker 880771 
 

 Judy Peace 883002 
 

 Rosie Pegram 631125 
 

CHURCH SAFEGUARDING 

OFFICERS  

 Sue Jamieson 740954 
 

 Anne Whibberley 889039 
 

SACRISTAN 
 

 Di Sutherland 880148 
 

SECRETARIAT 
 

 Sue Jamieson (JCC) 740954 
 

 John Oborn (MCC) 881518 
 

TREASURER  
 

 Elizabeth Dobson (JCC) 881479 
 

 Nick Hands-Clarke (PCC) 887870 
 

 Sue Jamieson (Methodist Church) 

  740954 
 

ENVELOPE SCHEME 
 

 Cathy Merrikin (Anglican) 885273 
 

 Sue Jamieson (Methodist)  740954 
 

COMMUNITY/ELECTORAL ROLLS 
 

 Elizabeth Dobson (Anglican) 881479 
 

 John Oborn (Methodist) 881518 
 

MAGAZINE TEAM  
 

 Anne Brown (advertising) 884424 
 

 Christine Francis 889617 
 

 Janet Housden (subscriptions) 883011 

 

 Sally Lowe 884467 
 

 Mary Peckham 
 

MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION 
 

 Freda Goddard 740682 
 

FLOWERS  

 Sandy Hine 889807 

at St Mary’s Church, Pixham: 

Pixham Lane, Dorking 

RH4 1PT 
 

CLERGY 

 See St Martin’s 
 

STEWARDS 

 Tony Hall  882770 

 Julie Mellows 889404 
 

SECRETARY 

 Julie Mellows 889404 
 

CHURCH BOOKING SECRETARY  

 Julie Mellows 889404 
 

CHILDREN'S CHURCH 

 Anne Brown 884424 
 

MESSY CHURCH 

 Dave and Mary Cowan 885341 
 

 

 

at St Barnabas’ Church, 

Ranmore:  

Ranmore Common Road 

Dorking RH5 6SP 
 

RECTOR  

 The Rev’d. Derek Tighe 882875 
 

PARISH PRIEST & ASSOCIATE 

RECTOR  

 The Rev’d. Mike Stewart 884153 

 carolandmikestewart@outlook.com  
 

VERGER 
 

 Brian Belton 884950 
 

CHURCHWARDENS  
 

 Dr Robin Luff 884093 

 Mr Nicholas Grealy 882168 
 

LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANT 

 Sandra Lowry 885932 
 

TREASURER 
 

 Ian Hudson 888281 
 

SECRETARY 
 

 Vacant  
 

MUSIC DIRECTOR 
 

 Position Vacant 
 

TOWER CAPTAIN  
 

 Paul Beeken (Tower Captain)  

  887538 

 

 

 WHO’s WHO at St Martin's, St Mary's and St Barnabas’ 
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