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Disclaimer
Purpose of this Presentation:

e To inform the community, provide clarity about the ongoing updates and assist the community with

our next step.

What This Presentation Is Not:
e |tis not a platform for spreading misinformation, promoting hate speech, or encouraging distrust

within our community or toward any individual or organization.
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YorkT'snew ERO,
their secondcrack atthebat




Posted by the Ministry of the Environment,
Conservation & Parks
Posted April 17,2025
Comment Period Closes May 17, 2025
Purpose of Proposal:
o To remove the requirment for the environmental
assesment for the YORKI1 site project through the

proposed Protect Ontario by Unleashing our

Economy Act 2025

Explainingthe New ERO

Removing Environmental Assessment Requirements for
the Yorkl Waste Disposal Site Project

ERO number
Notice type
Act

Posted by

Notice stage

Proposal posted

Comment period

Last updated

This consultation closes at
11:59 p.m. on:

May 17, 2025

Submit a comment

-C'- Follow this notice

025-0389
Act
Environmental Assessment Act, R.S.0. 1990

Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks

April 17, 2025
April 17, 2025 - May 17, 2025 (30 days) Open

April 17, 2025

Proposal summary

We are proposing to remove environmental assessment requirements for the York1
waste disposal site project through the proposed Protect Ontario by Unleashing our
Economy Act, 2025.



Summary of ERO025-0389

If Passed:
e Environmental Assesment Requirements would no
longer be required

e Revoke Ontario Regulation 284/24

Proposed Legislation

To help provide additional waste capacity in Ontario due to the threat of US tariffs impacting
Ontario's waste sector, the province is proposing to remove environmental assessment (EA)
requirements for the York1 waste project through the proposed Protect Ontario by Unleashing our
Economy Act, 2025.

This would include revoking Ontario Regulation 284/24 designating Chatham-Kent Waste Disposal
Site and removing environmental assessment (EA) requirements for York1 Environmental Waste
Solutions Ltd.'s proposal to resume landfill operations and expand waste handling, processing, and
transfer operations at the former Dresden Tile Yard, in Chatham-Kent (the Project).

The proposed legislation, if passed, would:

» Revoke Ontario Regulation 284/24: Designation - Chatham-Kent Waste Disposal Site, which
designates the Project as a Part 1.3 project requiring a comprehensive environmental
assessment; and

« Amend the Environmental Assessment Act (EAA) to exempt the Project from other EA
requirements.

The project will remain subject to strong provincial oversight and other regulatory requirements
including Environmental Compliance Approvals (ECA) under the Environmental Protection Act (EPA)
and Ontario Water Resources Act (OWRA).



Summary of ERO025-0389

) Proposed project
InCIUdEd Su mmary Of the PrOjeCt InCIUdES: York1 Environmental Waste Solutions Ltd. is proposing to build an 8-hectare engineered landfill cell

and re-establish landfill operations at an existing landfill site, including construction of any other
works or facilities such as onsite roads, and fencing to receive waste and restart waste

¢ ConStrUCtl on Of new prOCeSS| ng d nd sorti ng bU | ld | ng management activities and landfilling at the site, located at 29831 Irish School Road, in the former
Township of Camden, Municipality of Chatham-Kent, Ontario.

Capa b [e Of Ta d O0r stora ge The existing landfill site has a theoretical approved capacity of 1,620,000 cubic metres to landfill
non-hazardous solid waste including construction and demolition waste and excess soil that are

not reusable.

e |nstallation of stationary equipment for processing

As part of the project, York1 Environmental Waste Solutions Ltd. is also proposing to re-establish
and expand waste processing and transfer operations at the site, including expanding the existing
0.8-hectare waste processing site to 25 hectares.

construction & demoition waste into ALCF in the new

Other activities are also anticipated, including:

processing/ sorting building
» the construction of a new processing and sorting building capable of indoor storage
« the addition of waste classes for accepted and processed waste

¢ Pla cement Of mObl Ie d iesel powered Sh redd | ng/ » installation of stationary equipment for processing construction and demolition waste into

alternative low-carbon fuels (ALCF) in the new processing/sorting building
« placement of mobile diesel-powered shredding/grinding equipment for wood/construction

grinding equipment for wood/construction & demolition & demoliibnwasieaiidoars

» installation of a soil treatment/soil washing system for processing solid and liquid soil to
recover sand and aggregate material

waste outdoors

 construction of stormwater management infrastructure

e And much more!



Summary of ERO025-0389

If Passed: Permitting requirements for the project

There are existing ECAs under the EPA for the site, which allow for an 8-hectare landfilling area and

o Existi ng ECAsS Wlll 3 “OW the facility to ope rate for a 0.8-hectare waste processing site within the 35-hectare property.

Modifications to the waste disposal site will be subject to ECA requirements for air, noise

e Modifications to the waste disposal site will be emissions, waste management activities and sewage works under the EPA and OWRA for the
landfill site, as well as the processing and transfer facility.

subject to ECA requirements for air, noise, Timelines

If the legislation is passed, it would come into effect on Royal Assent.

emissions, waste management activites &

sewage works



Dresden’s Current ECA

Existing Environmental Compliance Approval for Waste Storage, Transfer
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Dresden’s Current ECA
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Municipality Stance

All details can be found on the “Let’s Talk
CK” Dresden Waste Processing Site and
Landfill

New Website URL - DEFENDDRESDEN.CA
The Municipality has not shown anything
but full opposition to the proposed project
In all conversations, personal and
professional all municipal staff have been

very clear on their position.

Ch'ﬂh'{['ﬂ Kent www.chatham-kentca  FAQs Signin Register

Dresden Waste Processing Site & Landfill

Dresden Waste Processing Site and Landfill

B Le
MB) (F
B se n in Respons
2 3 2 ERD p MB) (
What is a Comprehensive Environmental Assessment?
: : B Letterfrom Kathleen O'Neill to Mayor Canniff - Proposal to
Otario) Ruﬂu'ahon 23424 Designate York1 Project under EAA (147 KB 3
plem
1, po -
ject h ‘.u
2 Appic

Dresden Waste Processing Site and Landfill

DEFEND Ak auestionsor
DRESDEN \ Dresden Landfill
w*"“ i) s
2 .l, Y



Experts Retained by the
Muncipality:

MUNICIPALITY: EXPERTS
e Michael Duben-CAO e Peter Pickfield- Garrod Pickfield Environmental, Municipal and Planning Law
e Bruce McAllister-GM, Development Services e ColinLeger-Garrod Pickfield Environmental, Municipal and Planning Law
e Ryan Jacques-Director, Planning Services e David MacGillivray - P Eng.,, PGeo, Grounded Engineering

e David Taylor-Director; Legal Services



Previous Steps Taken by Council
& the Community

Once these applications came to the attention of the Municipality and local community, formal opposition was submitted to the

Province through the Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO).
e Councilunanimously opposed the proposal and instructed staff to hire expert legal and engineering professionals to advocate for
ourcommunity.
e Amajor request from the Municipality was for the Minister of the Environment to require a full Environmental Assessment for the

proposed site.



Previous Steps Taken by Council
& the Community

Community opposition to the proposal was strong and widespread.

Numerous submissions were sent to the Province, highlighting potential risks to our town, local economy;, children, and the

environment.

OnJune 28,2024, the Minister of the Environment approved Ontario Regulation 284/24, mandating a full Environmental
Assessment.
Thisdecision requires the property owner toconduct extensive additional studies and ensures that coommunity concerms can be

formally raised through a structured consultation process.



Recent Provincial Changein Direction

On Thursday, April 17,2025, the Province introduced legislation titled Bill 5: Protect Ontario by Unleashing Our Economy Act, 2025.
Included in this legislation are provisions to repeal Ontario Regulation 284/24, effectively overtuming the requirement for a full
Environmental Assessment for this property.

Thelegislation also proposes to exempt the project from other approvals typically required under the Environmental Assessment
Act.

If Ontario Regulation 284/24 is revoked and the project is exempted from Environmental Assessment requirements, the property
owners would only need to obtain approval from the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) for newor

amended Environmental Compliance Approvals (ECAS).



Recent Provincial Changein Direction

e [fthe Environmental Assessment process remainsin place, it would require comprehensive studies on the proposals potential
impacts — including traffic, the natural environment, socio-economic factors, and humanhealth risks.
 Under the Provinces proposed new approach, significantly fewer studies would be required.

 Thisapproach would also remove most opportunities for public and commmunity input on the project.



What's the Municipality Doing?

e TheMunicipality has re-engaged expert lawyers and engineers who supported Chatham-Kent in 2024.
o Exploring all legal options
o Preparing engineering support for a full Environmental Assessment
o Submitting a formal objection to the Environmental Registry by May 17
e Reachingout tolocal MPPs, the Minister of the Environment, and the Premier to raise concems about the serious impactson
Dresden and Chatham-Kent

e Developing a Community Coalition



Comprehensive Environmental
Assessment VSECA

Comprehensive Environmental Assessment (EA):
Broad review of environmental, social, health,and economic
Impacts.
Requires multiple expert studies (traffic, ecology, human health,
etc).
Public consultation is mandatory and built into the process.
Canresult in major project changes or cancellation.

Takes place early in planning, before approvals or construction.

Environmental Compliance Approvals (ECAs):
 Focusesonly on specific technical aspects like emissions or
discharges.
e Requires fewer studies and narrower analysis.
e Publicinput is minimal or not required.
e Does not address broader community or health impacts.

e |ssued latein the process, after the projectis mostly finalized.



prehensive Environmental

Assessment VSECA
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Why s itimportant
wecomment?

This is an incredily unique ERO submission

May be one of the highest commented EROs in history

Yorkls comment extremely stressed that they did NOT want to do a EA

The last EROs submitted about this project received over 500 comments.

By continuing to submit comments, we show the MECP that this issue remains important and top of mind for

the community.



OurConcems

e Skipping an EA undermines Ontario's environmental protection process.

1. Sets a Dangerous Precedent

e Signals to other developers that environmental oversight can be avoided.
e Weakens public trust in the Ministry of the Environment’s role as a watchdog.
2. The Site Is Based on a Permit from the 1980s
e The world has changed — so have environmental standards and community needs.
e Basing a modern dump on outdated permits ignores new risks and realities.
e The original permit was for a different type and scale of project.
3. The Location Is Problematic
e Thesiteis near homes, farms, and water sources.
e Risk of groundwater contamination and air quality issues.

e Threatens the health and wellbeing of Dresden and surrounding areas.



OurConcems

e No EA means no baseline environmental studies or mitigation plans.

4. Environmental Risk Without Oversight

e No plan for dealing with potential spills, leachate, or accidents.

e No strategy for protecting endangered species or ecosystems nearby.

5. Long-Term, Irreversible Impact
e |fapproved, the dump will affect the area for generations.
e Once it’s built, it cannot be undone.

e Future residents will be forced to live with the consequences.

6. The Ministry Has a Duty to Protect Us
e The Ministry’s role is to safeguard our environment — not to bypass its own safeguards.
e EAs are not a burden; they’re a critical tool for accountability.

e Dresden deserves the same protections as every other community in Ontario.



OurConcems

7. Mistrust of Incoming Company:

e False Reporting: Yorkl and The Recycling Depot GP Inc. were convicted for submitting false and misleading information to the
Ministry of the Environment.

e Missed Shipments: They failed to report 458 inbound soil shipments in their 2021 annual report.

e Clerical Errors?: The defendants admitted to mistakes but only corrected the report after being caught.

e Fines: Both companies were fined $25,000 each + a $6,250 victim surcharge, with three months to pay.

e Lack of Transparency: This incident highlights serious concerns about their lack of transparency and responsibility.

e Community Impact: If they couldn’t meet basic regulatory requirements in Toronto, how can we trust them here in Dresden?



WhatCanlDo?

1.Tell Others THE FACTS
a.0ur accountability and reputation as a community hinges on how we react to these

types of situations

2.Comment on the current ERO - The deadline is MAY 17, 2025

3.Take a flyer & help others make their comments



Comment

Howto Comment

Removing Environmental Assessment Requirements for
the Yorkl Waste Disposal Site Project | Environmental...

We are proposing to remove environmental assessment requirements for
the Yorkl waste disposal site project through the proposed Protect
Ontario by Unleashing our Economy Act, 2025.

@ ontario.ca

Let us know what you think of our proposal.

this notice in your email or letter to the contact.

Read our commenting and privacy policies.

Submit online

Submit a comment

Submit by mail

Dresden Landfill Comments
Environmental Assessment Branch
135 St. Clair Ave W

4th Floor

Toronto, ON
M4V 1P5

Canada



ExtraDetails

Connect with us Contact Share
Dresden Landfill Comments B Email
R 416-314-8001 or 1-800-461-6290 Ei Facebook
B DresdenLandfill@ontario.ca E Twitter

Sign up for notifications

We will send you email notifications with any updates related to this consultation. You can change
your notification preferences anytime by visiting settings in your profile page.

Follow this notice



CalltoAction:
CommentonCurrent ERO

We are here to help you!



L) THANKS!

e \/olunteerswith laptops are at the back
to help you submita comment

e Pamphlets at back door - please take
some and encourage othersto
comment



