Beginning Beekeeping Class
Discover the fascinating world of beekeeping with our Beginning Beekeeping Class! This course will teach you the basics of beekeeping, from setting up your hive to harvesting honey. Our knowledgeable instructors will guide you every step of the way, ensuring you gain the skills and confidence to become a successful beekeeper. Plus, you'll receive a comprehensive textbook (shared by family members) and a provisional membership to MEBA. Don't miss out on this incredible opportunity to connect with nature and enjoy the sweet rewards of beekeeping. Sign up now!

For 2025, the class will be held on the first Saturday of each month from March through June beginning at 9:00 a.m. and lasting until approximately noon in Smyth Hall room 122 at Wytheville Community College. The course outline:

· March 1 – the Basics. Students will learn what equipment is needed, how to set up your apiary, how to obtain bees and the fundamentals of care for the first year, including mite control. 
· April 5 – a Deeper Dive. Students will learn about the development of bees, how they communicate and the organization of the hive. We will also discuss catching swarms, different races of bees and more common pest/parasite control.
· May 3 – Plants and Products. Students will learn about bee-friendly trees and flowers, how to harvest honey and producing beeswax products.
· June 7 – Pests and Parasites. Students will learn about a wide variety of pests and parasites they may encounter and how to treat them.
· TBD – Hive Dive. Depending on availability and weather permitting, students will be able to attend a hive dive with experienced beekeepers to introduce them to the workings of a hive and how to conduct an inspection.

Register and pay by January 31 for the discounted rate of just $40 ($65 for a family) – a $10 savings from the at the door cost.

To register, complete the 2025 Beekeeping Class Registration Form and pay on the website. For more information contact the class coordinator at mebabeeclass@gmail.com
