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     This year is flying by as them all seem to do. This is the third issue of the newsletter covering 
Combat Command R, 9th Armored Division in the Battle of the Bulge. As we are quickly approach-
ing the 75th anniversary I wanted to take time to cover some of the much overlooked battles fought 
by these brave men.  
     In this months issue I have for you the AAR of the 52nd Armored Infantry Battalion, the 73rd 
Armored Field Artillery Battalion and the 58th Armored Field Artillery Battalion. The 52nd AIB and 
the 73rd AFAB were part of CCR, 9th AD. As I was reading through the 73rd AFAB I came across 
the 58th AFAB in their AAR. So I dug up the 58th AFAB information and shared it also.  
     The 52nd AIB when it withdrew from the two roadblocks scattered far and wide. Some ran into 
and fought with Team Cherry, 10th AD, and some found their way into Noville and fought with 
Team Desobry. One man in particular I am trying to find information on is LT Hamilton. That is all I 
have on him. He fought into Noville, briefed the men on Team Desobry as to what was coming and 
then fought with them at Noville. He is mention in the “First Eight Days of Bastogne” and in the 
“Phantom Nine” books. I also want you to take note as to how many missing or POWs for this battal-
ion. There were some estimated 60 soldiers from the battalion fighting in Bastogne.  
     Reading about the field artillery battalions is always fascinating to me for some reason. I really get 
excited when they mention “direct fire.” And these two battalions did that on more than one occasion. 
Both of these units were in the same situation as the 52nd AIB. Most were killed or captured and 
fought a delaying action only to be reduced to very small numbers. 
  
     The 8th Annual Tanker Homecoming was at Fort Bliss, TX last month and was another hit! Con-
nections were made with local tankers and scouts along with senior leaders on post. There were many 
folks who made it their first Homecoming which is always great! Plans are 2020 at Fort Carson, CA 
and 2021 at Gettysburg, PA. And don't forget that the Sullivan Cup, Best Tank Crew Competition 
will bat at Fort Benning, GA the first week of May. Its going to be “Treat’em Rough” week.  
 
     I want to mention that we have a 7th Anniversary of the Battle of the Bulge tee shirt that we are 
doing a run on. This order will be placed before the end of the month so that we can get the tees be-
fore the anniversary. If you are interested in a shirt please contact me.  
     We are down to 10 mugs left on hand and have another 50 on order. They will not arrive until late 
January to early February. The next 50 will have 25 black mugs and 25 in a different color glaze. Not 
going to tell you as it’s a surprise.  
 
     The December issue of the newsletter will be a overview of CCR, 9th AD and the month of De-
cember 1944. I am going to go back and look at key leaders, men that I spoke with and children of 
these veterans that I have talked to. As I was going through all of these reports and history some very 
interesting things kept popping up. I want to take time to share some of these items that I found.  
 
     Some people have been talking about a get-together here at Fort Knox sometime next year but I 
not sure what we can do. There is not much left at Fort Knox that resembles the past as we know it. 
There are some changes in the works at the Patton Museum of Leadership and other than that not 
much has changed lately. John Miller is still working to get a chapter of the Cavalry & Armor Asso-
ciation here in the Fort Knox area.    
                 
 
KP Morris 
Patton 6 
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Headqaurters, 52nd Armored Infantry Battalion 
APO 259, U.S. Army 

 

1 January 1945 
SUBJECT: Report After Action Against Enemy, 1-31 December 1944. 
To            : Commanding General, 9th Armored Division, APO 259 U.S. Army 
 

     In compliance with Par 10, AR 345-105, this report by the 52nd Armored Infantry Battalion, from 1 December to 31 December is 
submitted.  

Part I 
Section I – Introduction 

Section II – Statistical Data 
Section III – Narrative 

Section IV – Comments 
Section V – Maps & Overlays 

 

Part II 
Staff Journals and Supporting Documents 

 

Section I – Introduction 
Campaign – Western Europe. 
Maps. 

Central Europe 1/100,000 
Command.  

During the period, the battalion operated under the following commanders: 
9th Armored Division – Maj. Gen John W. Leonard 
Division Reserve – 9th AD – Col. Joseph H. Gilbreth 
52nd Armored Infantry Battalion – Lt. Col. Robert M. Booth, to 19 December 1944. 
                                                        Maj. Eugene A. Watts, Eff. 19 December 1944. 
Units of the battalion consisted of the following, with commanders listed; 

ORGANIC 
                                         Hqs. Co., 52nd Armd Inf Bn        Capt. Silas S. Jones, to 19 Dec 
                                                                                              2nd Lt. Julius Wassell, eff 19 Dec 
                                         Co A., 52nd Armd Inf Bn             Capt. George R. Larson, to 19 Dec 
                                                                                              1st Lt. Edward Bills, eff 19 Dec 
                                         Co B., 52nd Armd Inf Bn             Capt. Lewie F Hayse, to 18 Dec 
                                                                                              1st Lt. Thomas Monoghan, eff 18 Dec to 19 Dec 
                                                                                              2nd Lt. Charles E. Kier, eff 19 Dec 
                                         Co C., 52nd Armd Inf Bn             Capt. Lyle K. Rose, to 19 Dec 
                                                                                              1st Lt. George Adams eff 19 Dec 
                                   Serv. Co., 52nd Armd Inf Bn              Capt. Joseph W. Mitchell Jr. 
Section II – Statistical Data 

Personnel Losses: 
                                                            Off             EM           Total 
Killed in Action                                    0                3                 3 
Died of Wounds or Injuries                  0                0                 0 
Wounded or Injured in Action              0               27               27 
Missing in Action                                 26             571            597 
Captured                                                0                0                 0 
Sick or Other Non-Battle Losses          0                70               70 
Total Loses                                           26              671             697 
Personnel Gains, 1-31 December (inclusive) 
                                                            Off               WO              EM 
                                                              0                   0                 17 
Prisoners of War taken, 1-31 December (Inclusive): 
                                                            Off               EM 
                                                                                 119 
Prisoners of War were taken while units were attached to 101st Airborne Division and CCB of the 10th Armored Division.        
Vehicular Losses: 
     Half Tracks – 73                            Assault Gun M-8 – 3 
     ¼ ton Trucks – 28                          M-10 Trailers – 8 
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2 ½ ton Trucks – 4                            Cargo Trailers – 6 
     ¾ ton Trucks – 3 
Vehicular Replacements: 
    Assault Gun M8 – 1 
    Half Tracks – 4 
Ammunition Expended: 
All records destroyed as a result of enemy action. 

Section III – Narrative 
     14 Dec – 31 Dec 
           As per verbal orders received 13 Dec., the Bn moved to Vicinity of Huldingen (See Overlay #1). The 1st Plat., Co B, was at-
tached to CCR to act as road guides and MP’s for the combat command. At approximately 0900, 16 December a fairly heavy enemy 
artillery concentration was received all along our positions. Orders were received 17 December creating a task force of C Co plus 
tanks & engineers called Task Force Rose. This task force was sent to establish road block #1 vicinity Clarvaux. (See Overlay #3) 
     B Co was ordered to set up defensive positions on the high ground east of Asselborn (See Overlay #3). The remainder of the Bn, 
less Service Co, was ordered to move to the vicinity Drinkladge (See Overlay #3). Service Co was to remain at Hautbellain. At ap-
proximately 1600 17 December, Combat Command R issued orders for the entire combat command to move to vicinity Oberwam-
pach (See Overlay #3). The order creating Task Force Rose was rescinded and the Bn was again full strength less 1st Platoon, B Co. 
our mission during the move to Oberwampach was to protect the flanks of the Combat Command Column. Immediately upon clos-
ing into Oberwampach orders were received to move C & B Co’s to the north to erect road blocks #2 & 3 (See Overlay #3) to stop 
and delay enemy who had broken through the 28th Infantry Division front. These road blocks consisted of a company of Armd Inf 
plus a Co of tanks from 2nd Tk Bn plus attached engineers. The 1st Platoon B Co was ordered to vicinity Bourcy to guard Corps in-
stallations. The 1st Platoon B Co was returned to Bn control and left immediately to join the company at their road block. At approxi-
mately 1000 the Bn (minus) moved to the vicinity Longvilly (See Overlay #3) and set up defensive position prepared to defend the 
high ground and repulse any enemy attacks from the Northeast. At approximately 1520, the Bn (minus) received orders to move im-
mediately to vicinity Moinet (See Overlay #3) to defend the high ground and repulse enemy tanks reported moving south in that vi-
cinity. One platoon light tanks from 2nd Tk Bn plus 1 platoon TD 811th TD Bn was attached.  
     Our orders were to hold our positions at all costs. These were the orders received by this battalion and to the best of our knowl-
edge the last official communication from any higher unit. Service Co moved to vicinity Margaret and later moved to Bastogne. At 
approximately 1030 the leading elements of the enemy main effort made contact with the roadblock #2 (See Overlay #3). Large 
numbers of enemy tanks supported by infantry assaulted this position. Several waves of armor were beaten off but finally at approxi-
mately 1500, enemy columns managed to bypass and completely surround this road block. Many of our vehicles were destroyed and 
our casualty rate was high. Approximately 50% of the personnel at this position managed to withdraw by foot and in vehicles and 
attached themselves to the task force commanded by Lt. Col. Harper at road block #3 (See Overlay #3). At approximately 1545, this 
position was initially assaulted by enemy armor and armored infantry and finally was surrounded and over-run at approximately 
2300. The casualty rate among personnel and vehicles was also very high. What was left of this task force withdrew to Longvilly and 
along with other elements of CCR finally made their way through devious routes to Bastogne. Meanwhile the remainder of the Bn 
(Bn Hqs, Hq Co, Co A, Co B less 1st Plt, plus attached light tank platoon and platoon of TD’s) remained vicinity Moinet and re-
ceived only moderate artillery and small arms fire. At approximately 1830, our observation posts reported enemy armor to our imme-
diate rear on the Longvilly-Bourcy Road. Several attempts were made to effect communication with CCR but all runners failed to 
return. Recon patrols sent out in all directions revealed that we were completely surrounded by enemy armor from the northeast and 
south by what was established as about at least a German Panzer Division. The C. O. decided that the only chance we had was to 
attempt to escape to the NW and make our way toward Bastogne through Bourcy. At 0800, 19 December, the Bn (minus) moved 
NW toward Bourcy and after proceeding approximately 1 mile ran into elements of our B and C Co who were placed in our column. 
At Bourcy the head of our column was attacked by 3 armored vehicles and dismounted infantry. Leaving a small delaying force to 
protect the rear, the column turned around and moved NW (See Overlay #3), toward Boeur. At Boeur we received fairly heavy en-
emy mortar and small arms fire which we silenced in about 20 minutes. The column then proceeded towards Hardigny (See Overlay 
#3) where, almost without warning, we were attacked from three sides by large numbers of enemy tanks and an estimated Bn of ar-
mored infantry. After a violent but hopeless battle, practically our entire column was wiped out and casualty rates were terrifically 
high. Many of our men made their way thru MG and mortar fire to the woods east of Hardigny where companies were equally di-
vided and small groups attempted to make their way into Bastogne and were immediately attached to either CCB, 10th AD or the 
101st AB Div. These men and officers were very instrumental in the successful defense of Bastogne and fought well and bravely until 
relieved on 31 December.  
     On 31 December as per orders from CCR the remainder of the Bn withdrew to vicinity Saulces-Monclin, France (See Overlay #4) 
and rejoined other elements of the 52nd Armd Inf Bn. Orders were received to begin reorganization of the unit.  
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   Weather and terrain considerably aided the enemy, especially during the earlier phases of the German breakthrough. It was very 
foggy and in the early morning the ground was sufficiently frozen to permit extensive use of armor. The foggy condition also helped 
prevent our reconnaissance and observation was so poor that enemy armor approached our positions unobserved. 
     Enemy action, due to their overwhelming superiority in numbers, effectively prevented us from accomplishing our mission which 
was “to hold at all costs.” We did, however effectively delay the enemy from 36 to 48 hours and thus prevented them from exploiting 
their breakthrough. We feel that our stand played an important part in stopping the enemy short of their avowed objectives. In the 
fighting for the defense of Bastogne from 21 December thru 30 December, members of the Bn greatly assisted the 101st AB Div and 
the 10th AD in keeping the city in allied hands. 
Section IV – Comments by Battalion Commander 
     The most notable cause of confusion during this period was the almost complete lack of dissemination of enemy information to 
lower units. The seriousness of the situation occasioned by the enemy breakthrough was never completely realized by s because we 
did not know until a few hours before contact with the enemy that our positions were being threatened.  
     Our last orders received approximately 2100 17 December were to “hold at all costs.” This was our last official communication 
received from any higher headqaurters, we received no information regarding the enemy action which surrounded and finally over-
run our B & C Co’s and the Reserve Command. Due to some confusion, radio communication to higher headqaurters was not con-
firmed even though we received a “Roger” on the receipt of our messages.  
     We sincerely believe that, the above reasons contributed very materially to the resultant high loss of vehicles and personnel.  

 
Eugene Watts 

Eugene A. Watts 
Major, 52nd Armd. Inf. Bn. 

Commanding 
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Headqaurters 
Seventy Third Armored Field Artillery Battalion 

APO 250, U.S. Army 
January 1945 

Subject: After Action Report for month of December 1944. 
To :        Commanding General, 9th Armored Division 
               I – Introduction: (Information unreadable from copy) 
               II – Statistical data: 

Personnel losses – 15 Officers, 24 Enl Men 
Personnel Replacements – 2 Officers 
Prisoners of War taken – None 
Vehicular losses: 

Tanks M4A3……………………...2 
Carriage Howitzer 105M-7………4 
Half-Track M3A1……………….13 
Trucks 2 ½ ton……………………4 
Trucks ¾ ton Weapon Carrier……6 
Trucks ¾ ton C & R………………1 
Trucks ¼ ton ……………………16 
Trailers, Amm M-10…………….21 
Trailers, 1 ton 2-wheel cargo……..6 

 Vehicular replacements: 
Carriage Howitzer, 105 M-7……...4 
Half-tracks M3A1………………...5 
Trucks 2 ½ ton……………………4 
Trucks ¾ ton Weapons Carrier…...6 
Trailer, Amm M-10……………….5 

Ammunition Expenditures: 105mm – 4,213 Rounds 
Summary of Operations from 1 December 1944 to 31 December 1944. 
Map References: North West Europe, 1/250,000, Sheet #6 
     Due to enemy action, all records of the 73rd Armd FA Bn, for the month of December 1944, are either missing or destroyed. The 
following summary was compiled from the testimony of the several survivors. 
15 December 1944.  
     Departed Waldbillig at 0900. Closed in assembly area (47953875) at 1800. CP established at Hinderhausen (47833878). 
16 December 1944.  
     Moved to firing positions in vicinity of Weiswampach (48153725) where CP was established at 1600. FO’s proceeded to Lieler 
(48583708) to establish OP. wire lines left by the 16th Armd FA Bn were not located and as radio silence imposed by CCR still pre-
vailed, no registration was effected and the FO’s were withdrawn to Weiswampach. Observers reported intense small arms fire near 
Lieler. Wire communication was established with 229th FA Bn. Throughout the night numerous unobserved missions from map data 
were fired for the 229th FA Bn. 
17 December 1944 
     Radio Communication now authorized by CCR, FO’s returned to Lieler, established observation, registered, and fired on target of 
opportunity. The 229th FA Bn ordered that the 73rd Armd FA Bn establish liaison with the 2nd Bn, 110th Inf. From Div Arty, 28th Div, 
the liaison officer learned that the 2nd Bn, 110th Inf OP were somewhere in the vicinity of Clervaux (47743642). On attaining Cler-
vaux, thus under enemy small arms and tank fire, about 12000 the liaison officer contacted the CO of 109th FA Bn, who informed 
him that the 2nd Bn, 110th Inf Hq location was unknown since early that morning and ordered him to establish liaison with the 109th 
FA Bn located at Donnange (47205644). This was accomplished and several missions requested by 109th FA Bn were fired by the 
73rd Armd FA Bn that afternoon. At about 1700 CCR ordered the 73rd Armd FA Bn to move to Oberwawpach (46543594) and the 
liaison officer was recalled. On approaching Oberwawpach, the 73rd Armd FA Bn column was met by its billeting party who in-
formed the CO that the town of Oberwawpach was filled to capacity and that they had been instructed by CCR to select a battalion 
bivouac area elsewhere. They had selected Mageret (46023594). The column was turned around and closed it bivouac at 2230. Liai-
son to CCR at Oberwawpach.  
18 December 1944 
     At about 0100, CCR assigned the 73rd Armd FA Bn the mission of supporting defense of two road blocks at (46653620) and 
(46953650) from indirect fire positions to be located to the North West. Reconnaissance parties set out at about 0600 and the firing 
batteries closed their positions in the vicinity of Buret (46633686) by 1000. Btry “B” registered and fired 43 rounds at concentration 
of enemy vehicles. At about 1400 an unestimated enemy force of tanks and ground troops attacked the left (north) flank of this posi-
tion and the 73rd Armd FA Bn firing batteries withdrew to positions North East of Longvilly (46383604) with Hq, Hq Btry at 
Mageret, and firing battery service elements in vicinity West of Mageret, registration was effected and numerous road block defense  
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missions were fired by the 73rd Armd FA Bn FO’s. At about 1800, the 58th Armd FA Bn occupied positions in the vicinity of Long-
villy. The 73d Armd FA Bn Liaison officer as per instructions CCR moved from Hq CCR, Longvilly, to FDC, 58th Armd FA Bn, 
Longvilly, to facilitate coordination of the fires of the two battalions. From 1800 till 2030 the 73rd Armd FA Bn fired 10 missions 
adjusted by 73rd Armd FA Bn FO’s and two missions for the 58th Armd FA Bn. At about 2030 an enemy force, estimated as a com-
pany, reinforced with troops, attacked the town of Mageret.  A fire fight lasted approximately two hours resulted in the destruction of 
the 73rd Armd FA Bn CP an FDC. Operations there ceased at about 2030 at which time the 73rd liaison officer improvised a FDC at 
58th Armd FA Bn FDC, where he was located.  
19 December 1944 
     At **30 the 73rd Armd FA Bn liaison officer contacted CCR to secure additional personnel for the purpose of assisting the firing 
batteries in warding off an enemy ground attack. He was given a commandeered infantry squad and two TD’s by CCR, S-3, which 
he emplaced in protective positions to the right front of the firing batteries.  Enemy ground troops continued to deliver small arms 
fire into the battery positions throughout the hours of darkness. At about 0400 the liaison officer was granted permission by the CO, 
CCR, to displace the firing batteries to indirect fire positions West of Longvilly. Displacement by battery was ordered. Due to road 
conditions, “C” Btry, first to displace, did not attain its new position, until 0830. Simultaneous with “C” Btry’s occupation of posi-
tion, an armored column was sighted approaching the congested highway cross-country from the South, so “C” Btry was emplaced 
in a direct fire position, five guns to the South and one on the North, instead of the formerly-planned indirect fire position to the East. 
At 0900 BC, “A” Btry, reported to CO, CCB 10th Armd Div, at Bastogne (45553580) and was given the mission of supporting the 
fires of the 420th Armd FA Bn. Btry “A”, still in position North East of Longvilly, was turned about and registered on the field from 
which the armored column was approaching. An outposted infantryman reported enemy personnel emplacing a machine gun stop a 
ridge less than 200yds from the present “C” position (46253600). An adjustment by Btry “A” resulted in a direct hit on the machine 
gun position. At 0900 Btry “A” reported that enemy tanks and ground troops were then in the close proximity of their position, and 
they were ordered to displace to vicinity of Btry “C”, facing one gun each to the North and the remainder of the guns to the South. 
Enemy tanks were sighted on the crest of the high ground East of Longvilly, and were taken under fire by Btry “C”, while “A” and 
“B” Btries engaged tanks to the South and grounds troops to the South and to the East by direct fire. During the two hours of fighting 
that ensued, three fires, believed to be enemy vehicles, were observed on the high ground East of Longvilly. At about 1130 enemy 
fire intensified markedly, machine gun fire from the North, South, and West, mortar fire from the North East, and tank and artillery 
fire from the East. Enemy mortars and artillery apparently being concentrated on our disorganized personnel on either side of the 
road, while tanks took under fire the vehicles on the road. Many vehicles on the road were hit by direct fire, some caught fire. Two 
M-7’s from Btry “C” were hit in quick succession, on by a rocket from a range of about 100 yds. At this time, CO, CCR, deemed the 
73rd positions untenable and ordered a withdrawal to the West. Due to an enemy road block at Mageret, the withdrawing vehicles 
bypassed Mageret on a northern route to Bastogne.    
     At Bastogne the 73rd Armd FA Bn vehicles were met by Capt Lewell R. Pfarr and directed to an assembly area near Lavacherie 
(44255650) where Capt Dan R. Dunnett took command. From this area four gasoline trucks were dispatched to procure gasoline at 
Arlon. Three of these trucks were ambushed by enemy forces. One refueled the 73rd Armd FA Bn on 22 December 1944.  
     Small arms fire was heard to the north of the battalion position, and as the area was wooded and not favorable for defense from 
ground attack, the battalion was displaced to Moircy (43853580) at the order of Capt Dunnett. CCR Ordered that the 73rd Armd FA 
Bn become attached to the 420th Armd FA Bn. Positions were selected in the 420th area South East of Bastogne and the CO left for 
the 73rd bivouac area to bring the battalion back to the 420th positions. As the gasoline on hand was not sufficient to move the battal-
ion to the new positions, the CO could not move the battalion that night. Capt Dunnett enetered the 420th Armd FA Bn CO and was 
allotted 500 gallons of gasoline with which to move the 73rd Armd FA Bn from its present position to the 420th Armd FA Bn position 
East of Bastogne. Arrangements were made for the delivery to take place during the night, but this was never effected.  
20 December 1944 
     By 0800 the gas trucks still had not returned, so Capt Dunnett took the RO’s to the 420th Armd FA Bn to show them the new posi-
tions in order to expedite the occupation of the position when the battalion was refueled. Throughout the night of the 19th – 20th, 
small arms fire and tank movement was heard in the proximity of the battalion bivouac area. At 0800 Capt Pfarr left for Division 
Ordnance to turn in a report of mission vehicles. On arrival at Moircy, he was informed that the bridge at Amberloup (44203615) 
was blown. Capt Pfarr continued on to Libramont where he learned that gasoline was available. At Libramont (43125490) Capt Pfarr 
learned also that gasoline was available at St. Hubert (45105610). On returning to the bivouac area, Capt Pfarr had gas trucks dis-
patched to St. Hubert. The battalion proceeded to Libramont to refuel. While refueling was in progress, Capt Pfarr contacted the 7 th 
TD Bn at Libremont to get oriented as to the tactical situation. Here he contacted Col Herman who commandeered the 73rd Armd FA 
Bn, and directed it to be placed on the mission of defense of Libremont and Recogne (42893487), under the command of Major Dib-
ble.  
Two provisional batteries were formed and were emplaced in the vicinity of Neuvillers (42913480). A defensive fire plan was estab-
lished, but registration was prohibited. At 2100 one of the provisional batteries was ordered from Neuvillers to Neufchateau 
(43465406) by VIIIth Corps. Here Capt Ness reported to Col Burgstrom, who directed that howitzers be emplaced as direct fire sup-
port of road blocks around the town of Neufchateau. On attaining Bastogne, Capt Dunnett learned that the 420 th Armd FA Bn had 
moved from their former positions. He entered the 420th at their new location near Senochamps (45103581). By 2100, positions were 
selected and the CO 73rd Armd FA Bn started toward Moirey to bring the battalion back to Senochamps.  
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21 December 1944 
     On arrival at Moircy at 0300, the CO found that the 73rd Armd FA Bn had moved. Thinking that the battalion might have pro-
ceeded to Bastogne, the CO started back in that direction, stopping at the 28th Div Arty Hq to inquire of the whereabouts of the 73rd 
Armd FA Bn. The Div Arty Exec telephoned VIIIth Corps Hq at Neufchateau and found that the 73rd Armd FA Bn was being used 
for Corps defense with six guns supporting road blocks at Recogne and six guns supporting road blocks at Neufchateau. CO, 73rd 
Armd FA Bn then returned to Neufchateau and reported the mission of attachment to the 420th to the CG, VIIIth Corps. At 0800 the 
73rd Armd FA Bn was released to rejoin the 420th FA Bn, but at 0900, as the battalion was assembled to depart for Bastogne, the re-
lease was countered and the 73rd Armd FA Bn was attached to 7th TD Group and ordered to remain in Corps defense, and return to 
positions supporting road blocks under the command of Col Burgstrom. At about 1530 Major Dibble ordered the six howitzers at 
Recogne and Service battery to displace to Sedan (39905270). At about 1730 Major Dibble left Sedan to report the move to VIIIth 
Corps. Major Dibble returned to Sedan about 2300 and ordered that the battalion, less service elements, return to the vicinity of Rec-
ogne the following morning.  

22 December 1944 
     At 0800 the provisional battery at Sedan moved to CR (42505465) South West of Recogne, was emplaced in an indirect fire posi-
tion and was registered. At 2000 Service battery moved from Sedan to Bertrix (42205425). The six howitzers at Neufchateau contin-
ued their direct fire defense missions.  
23 December 1944 
     The 73rd Armd FA Bn continued Corps defense mission with six howitzers in direct fire positions around Neufchateau and six 
howitzers in positions prepared to support the defense installations around Libremont and Recogne. At about 0800 the mission of six 
howitzers in direct fire positions as road blocks around Neufchateau changed to one of supporting the defense of the town from indi-
rect firing positions. About 2200 Lt Col John MacFarland took command of the 73rd Armd FA Bn and Major L J James became bat-
talion Executive Officer, having been transferred from the 9th Armd Div Arty, at the direction of Col West, CO, 9th Armd Div Arty.  
24 December 1944 
     At 0800 the 73rd Armd FA Bn was released from attachment to the 7th TD Group and attached to the 28th Div. the six howitzers at 
Recogne returned to battalion control and were placed in position in the vicinity of Grapfontaine (43263386). Service Btry occupied 
position in the Chateau des Croisettes, 4 kilometers South of Suxy (45183320). At about 1600 the 73rd Armd FA Bn CP and FDC 
moved from Neufchateau to Grapfontaine.  
25 December 1944 
     The two six gun batteries were registered. Mission continued unchanged.  
26 December 1944 
     One howitzer was returned from ordnance and two four gun batteries and one five gun battery were formed. Mission continued 
unchanged. 
27 December 1944 
     An attempt to register was made, but after three rounds, the observer deemed it wise to discontinue the registration due to prox-
imity of friendly troops. Mission continued unchanged. 
28 December 1944 
     Registration prohibited by 28th Div Arty. Four howitzers received as replacements, making a total of 17 in battalion, two 6 gun 
batteries and one 5 gun battery. Mission continued unchanged. 
29 December 1944 
     Registration prohibited. Mission continued unchanged.  
30 December 1944  
     Registration prohibited. Mission continued unchanged. At 1230, as per orders Hq, 9th Armd Div, the 73rd Armd FA Bn moved 
from the vicinity of Grapfontaine to a rear assembly area, mission; registration, reequipping, reinforcement of defense of Meuse 
River, if necessary, Hq, “A” to Leunois, “B” to ouvizy (36853194), “C” to Uandun (37073236,  and “S” to Montigny (37483212). At 
about 1900 a convoy of 73rd Armd FA Bn personnel and vehicles, including one M-7, arrived from vicinity of Bastogne, making 
three 6 gun batteries. 
31 December 1944 
     Locations unchanged. Day spent in reorganization, maintenance and resupply.  
 

Per the Battalion Commander 
Leslie J, Jones 

Major, F.A. 
Executive 
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Headqaurters  
58th Armored Field Artillery Battalion 

APO 230, US Army 
2 January 1945 

Subject: Report After Action Against Enemy. 
TO: The Adjutant General, 25 Washington, D.C. (Thru Channels). 
 
In Compliance with paragraph 10, Change Number 3, dated 9 March 1943, to AR 345-105, dated 18 November 1943, and letter 
Headqaurters Third US Army, dated 24 September 1944, subject, same as above, the following report is submitted: 

Original Unit: 58th Armored Field Artillery Battalion (No Change) 
Changes in Organization: 
16 December 1944 – Battalion relieved from attached to 3rd Armored Division, attached to Seventh Corps and 

attached to 28th Infantry Division, attached to Eighth Corps. 
21 December 1944– Battalion relieved from assignment to First United States Army and assigned to Third 

United States Army. 
23 December 1944 – Battalion relieved from attached to 28th Infantry Division and attached to 174th Field Artil-

lery Group.  
29 December 1944 – Battalion relieved from attached to 174th Field Artillery Group and attached to 333d Field 

Artillery Group. 
Strength:   1 December 1944 – 37 Officers, 2 WO’s, 490 EM 
                31 December 1944 – 30 Officers, 2 WO’s, 442 EM  
Stations: 
1400, 13 December 1944 – Arrived position ½ mile SW of Busbach, Germany. 
1500, 18 December 1944 – Arrived at defensive positions near Longvilly, Belgium. 
1430, 19 December 1944 – Arrived ½ mile W of Bastogne, Belgium. 
1300, 21 December 1944 – Arrived at positions near Tillet, Belgium. 
22--, 23 December 1944 – Arrived at Rear Echelon at Fontenoille, Belgium. 
         31 December 1944 – In bivouac at Fontenoille, Belgium. 
Marches, (Appendix 1.) 
Campaigns. (Not officially designated.) 
Battles. (Appendix 1.) 
Commanding Officers in important engagements: 4 December 1944 – Lt Col Mont Hubbard relieved of com-

mand; Lt Col Walter J. Paton assumed command and commanded throughout the remainder of the period. 
Losses in Action: 
61 Officers and EM  
Awards during month: None 
Photographs: None. 
                                        From the Commanding Officer: 

Kenneth E. Beitler 
Kenneth E. Beitler  

Capt, FA 
S-3 

 
Appendix No 1 To 
Report After Action Against Enemy – December 1944. 

 
16 December 1944 

     At 1630 hours, orders were received relieving the battalion of attachment to Seventh Corps and attaching us to the 28th Infantry 
Division attached to Eighth Corps as of 16 December 1944. Our orders were to leave Busbach at 0830 hours, 17 December 1944 and 
to proceed to positions near Wiltz, Luxembourg. We were to reinforce the fires of the 28th Infantry Division which was being counter
-attacked in the sector. Enemy parachutists were dropped near the battalion position during the night but were not captured.  

17 December 1944 
     The Battalion Commander departed at 0830 for Wiltz, Luxembourg, to contact the Division Artillery Commander. Road clear-
ance could not be obtained for the battalion, so the movement was delayed until 0200 hours, 18 December 1944. Orders were re-
ceived that we were to be in general support of the 109th Field Artillery Battalion, 28th Infantry Division.  

18 December 1944 
     The battalion departed from Busbach, Germany, at 0200, enroute to Bastogne, Belgium. There were enemy planes overhead al-
most constantly during the hours of darkness dropping flares and bombs near us, but we suffered no damage. At 500 hours, we took  



 

 

Page 10 After Action Report 58th Armored Field Artillery Battalion - Battle of the Bulge 

up defensive positions near Longvilly, Belgium, to reinforce the fires of the 109th Field Artillery Battalion which was in direct sup-
port of the 110th Infantry Regiment. The 110th Infantry Regiment was defending a road three thousand yards east of our position. The 
battalion was registered immediately in that sector. None of the observers were sent out, as we were in general support, and all of our 
missions came through the 109th Field Artillery Battalion. At 2200 hours, small groups of infantry from the 110th began withdrawing 
through our positions, and the information obtained from them indicated that strong enemy forces were advancing rapidly toward us. 
We organized four M-10 tank destroyers and the infantry that was coming back through our position and placed them in front of our 
position and on our flanks. Our plan was to remain in position to inflict as much damage as possible on the advancing enemy troops 
and attempt to stop their armor. Throughout the night we fired on the main road crossing where the bulk of the enemy forces were 
concentrated. All reports from the infantry and other forward elements stated that the effect was very good. 

19 December 1944 
     In the early hours of the morning a heavy concentration of enemy mortar fire began to fall on our position. At 0500 hours, two 
enemy half-tracks were sighted advancing along the road toward the position occupied by Battery “A.” they were knocked out with 
direct fire and destroyed. A great deal of small arms fire was coming in to our front and flanks, and a heavy fog made observation 
almost impossible.  
     At 0600, the infantry we had placed on our front and flanks began to withdraw. At 0800 hours, visibility improved somewhat and 
we learned that there were two enemy tanks on a hill above us and were firing directly into our position. We took them under direct 
fire and forced them to retreat. The commander of Task Force “R”, 9th Armored Division, decided to move his forces back to Bas-
togne, Belgium. There were no infantrymen left with us so we were forced to withdraw also. When the head of the column reached a 
point near Mageret, Belgium, it was stopped by an enemy road block, and all attempts to break through were unsuccessful. Our “B” 
Battery remained in position at Longvilly to cover our withdrawal, and they spent most of the morning firing direct fire at enemy 
tanks. The other two batteries were moved into position near Mageret to fire on the town, but none of the fire was very effective be-
cause of lack of observation due to the fog. Throughout the morning the enemy continued to shell the road along which our column 
was moving, and much of the column was exposed to small arms and mortar fire. Battery “B” suffered the loss of two M7’s and one 
half-track while in their position at Longvilly due to direct fire from enemy tanks. It was evident that we could not withdraw through 
Mageret so our column moved out on a road to the right around the town, and movement was possible along that road; although it 
was under enemy fire. Our losses during the action at Longvilly were: eight M7’s, two M4 tanks, fourteen half-tracks, two ¾ ton 
trucks, one ¾ ambulance, one T2 wrecker, and ten ¼ ton trucks, C & R. these vehicles we all lost due to enemy action. The remain-
der of the battalion arrived at a point west of Bastogne at 1430 hours and occupied defensive positions in support of the 101st Air-
borne Division. Two Forward Observers and two Liaison Officers were sent out, and the battalion organized into two four-gun bat-
teries. A number of defensive fires were fired during the evening. 

20 December 1944 
     A number of missions were fired in support of road blocks held by the 101st Airborne Infantry. At one of the road blocks, a num-
ber of enemy vehicles were trying to rush through; and our fire destroyed nine armored vehicles and drove off the rest. Several mis-
sions were fired for the 109th Field Artillery Battalion.  

21 December 1944 
     Word reached us at 1000 that the enemy had broken through out right flank. The battalion moved to a position near Tillet, Bel-
gium, to enable us to cover the road blocks more effectively. Moved out of position near Bastogne at 1130 and arrived at position 
near Tillet at 1300 hours. We learned that we were surrounded,  as all the roads leading from Tillet were cut, so we immediately took 
up defensive positions and sent out patrols to attempt to find some route by which we could withdraw. Information was received that 
one road was not yet cut and one M4 tank and to M7s were sent to determine if it would be possible for us to use that road. A road 
block had been set up by the enemy and one M4 tank and M7s were knocked out by AT fire. We formed up an outpost line around 
our position, several road blocks; but the remainder of the day was very quiet. There was a great deal of vehicular movement on the 
roads to the north of us, and we took it under fire. The effect of our firing could observed. Battalion relieved from assignment to First 
US Army and assigned to Third US Army. 

22 December 1944 
     Orders were received at 0030 instructing us to try to return to Bastogne immediately, and we were informed that a small force of 
friendly armor was coming our way. March order was given and our column moved out shortly thereafter. We had moved only about 
five hundred yards when our lead M7 was knocked out by AT fire coming from a strong enemy road block. We returned to our origi-
nal position and returned to our defenses. There was some mortar fire and small arms fire directed at the column during the move-
ment. By 0800, a strong enemy armored force had moved up to attack our position, and we took them under fore with our remaining 
five M7s and small arms. By 0930, we had lost all but one M7s, so the order was given to destroy all equipment and withdraw on 
foot, as it was impossible to hold out any longer. The men were sent out in small groups a through heavily wooded area which had 
not yet been occupied by the enemy, and a heavy snowstorm aided the withdrawal.  

23 December 1944 
     Almost all of our personnel arrived at our rear echelon located at Fontenoille, Belgium, and work was begun immediately to re-
equip. Battalion relieved from attachment to 28th Infantry Division and attached to 174th Field Artillery Group.  
 
(The 58th Armored Field Artillery Battalion remained in location until January 1945) 
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Tim Williams 
AKA ODDBALL 

Getting briefed at the trainers not to touch the switches.  



 

 

Page 12 New Tank Corps Monument Item 

Patton Battalion has anew item for the Patton US Tank 
Corps Monument Project.  
 
It an 11oz Diner Mug made here in the USA by Deneen 
Pottery. These are available for $25 each and shipping if 
needed is between $8 and $10 depending on quantity and 
distance.  
 
Out of the 47 ordered we are down to just 10 left on hand. 
So they are going quick. Contact me or look for them on the 
19Series Website. https://19seriesclothing.com/ 
 
 

     The 75th Anniversary of the Battle of Bulge tee shirt. These are on a run like the shirts we did before. Colors are White, Grey, 
and OD Green. Sizes will run from Small through 3XL. These shirts are athletic cut and do run small in size.  
These are $30 each, 3XL shirts are $35 each. Shipping can be included.  
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     As of October 18, 2019, the Monument fund has $14,934.40.   
 
 
                          Total in Monument Account: $14,934.40. 
 
The Bourg Tee Shirts we have on hand.  
Large: Yellow - 3, Tan - 2, 2XL: Yellow -4, Tan - 3, OD - 4, 3XL: Yellow - 2, Tan - 2, OD - 1,  4XL: Yellow - 2.  
 
M4 Tee Shirt 
Large: Tan - 1, OD -1. 
2XL: Tan - 1 
  
Lapel Pins 
 

We are looking at $12 each for these. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I have over 40 of the Treat’em Rough stickers again! We are asking $5 each, which includes 
shipping. If you want some please contact me!  
 
 
 
 

Patton Battalion Funds / Memberships / Dues 
 

     The Patton Battalion, as of November 10, has 451 members on our battalion 
Facebook page. Out of those 451 members we are currently at 93 paid members. 
The Patton Battalion has $251.46 in funds in the PayPal account. We have 
$813.22 in the Patton Operating account. $500 of that is for the mugs, Battalions 
funds are $313.22.  
 
    In order to be a paid member of the battalion you must be a paid member of 
USABOT National. Again, a paid first year membership of $15.00 which gets 
you a free battalion patch. Since we now have the battalion patch in the larger 
size both in color and subdued you have a choice as to which one you want free 
with your paid membership.  
  
Both patches are also available for $5 EA. 
  
Your annual membership renewal will be $10.00 every year after that.  
Annual dues for the battalion are now due in June of each year! 
  
You can pay for your battalion membership through Paypal at:  
pattonbattalion@outlook.com or  
patton.battalion@usabot.org.  
  

If you don't have a Paypal account you can send a check or  
Money Order to: 
  

Patton Battalion - USABOT 
1432 Flood Road 
Shelbyville, KY 40065  

ATTENTION 
 

USABOT Memberships can be renewed and purchased 
By mail at 
 

USABOT 
68 West Marion ST 
Doylestown, OH 44230 
 

Make checks payable to USABOT 
If at all possible try to go the USABOT Store Online  
and register there so that the G4 can track.  
 
WWW.USABOT.ORG 
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Patton Joins the US Tank Corps Monument 

   The US Tank Corps shirts we still have few tees left! 

                       https://19seriesclothing.com/ 

 



 

 

Page 15 Patton Monument Layout 
  Proposed wording for back of monument - Left Side 

 
     Captain George S. Patton, Jr., during WWI, while assigned as the first officer to the U.S. Army Tank Corps, 10 November 1917, built the U.S. Army Light Tank 
School at Bourg, France, developed training, tactics, techniques and procedures for light tanks and help develop the first U.S. built tank, the M1917. 
 

      Letter from Captain Patton to Commander-in-Chief A.E.F, Subject: Command in the Tank Service. October 3, 1917. 
1. I understand that there is to be a new service of “Tanks” organized and request that my name be considered for a command in that service. 
2. I think myself qualified for this service for the following reasons. 

A. The duty of “Tanks” and more especially of “Light Tanks” is analogous to the duty performed by cavalry in normal wars. I am a cavalryman. 
B. I have commanded a Machine Gun Troop and know something of the mechanism of Machine Guns. I have always had a Troop which shot well so  
     think that I am a good instructor in fire. It is stated that accurate fire is very necessary to good use of tanks. 
C. I have run Gas Engines since 1917 and have used and repaired Gas Automobiles since 1905. 
D. I speak and read French better than 95% of American Officers so could get information from the French Direct. I have also been to school in  
     France and have always gotten on well with Frenchmen. 
E. I believe that I have quick judgment and that I am willing to take chances. Also I have always believed in getting close to the enemy and have  
    taught this for two years at the Mounted Services School where I had success in arousing the aggressive spirit in the students.  
F. I believe that I am the only American who has ever made an attack in a motor vehicle.  

3. This request is not made because I dislike my present duty or am desirous of evading it but because I believe that when we get “Tanks” I would be able  
    to do good service in them.  

  
      November 10, 1917: Order for tanks approved by GHQ AEF General Order 153, Paragraph 37. 
     
      On November 16, 1917, Captain Patton and 2nd Lieutenant Elgin Braine, the second person assigned to the US Tank Corps, were sent to the French Tank School 
at Champlieu, France and began learning about French Light Tanks.   
     “Light Tanks” was the first paper submitted by Captain Patton. The double-spaced, fifty-eight-page report was submitted on 12 December 1917 to the new Chief 
of Tanks, B.G. Samuel D. Rockenbach. It served as the foundation for subsequent tank developments in the AEF. The report, divided into four sections, including a 
detailed mechanical description of the Renault light tank, recommendations for the organization of tank units, a discussion of tank tactics and doctrinal theory, and 
proposed methods for the conduct of drill and instruction. 
     Patton described the light tank as a self-propelled armored vehicle capable of delivering predetermined firepower on the battlefield whenever needed. It had to be 
able to overcome all terrain obstacles in its path, provide maximum protection to both crew and engine, and be armed in order to accomplish this mission. He further 
specified that the vehicle must be easily manufactured in large numbers, have a power-to-weight ratio proportionate to the potential of its engine and traction, and be 
transportable to training or battle areas by either rail or truck. In later years when Patton was arranging his files, he wrote in pencil across the top, "This paper was and 
is the Basis of the U. S. Tank Corps. I think it is the best Technical Paper I ever wrote. GSP, Jr.” 
 

     On December 17, 1917 Patton and Braine went to Langres, France where they reported to the Commandant of the Army Schools for the purpose of establishing a 
Tank School.      
 

     In late December Patton and Braine reconnoitered land that would be suitable for the tank School. They found and looked over ground near Bourg and decided that 
it was exactly what was needed for a school, tank park and maneuver ground. At Bourg, five miles south of Langres on the road to Dijon, the land was in the Bois 
d'Amour, a rising piece of ground crowned by a wood and flanked by two good roads and a railroad. Bourg, with nearby villages of St. Geosmes and Brennes, as well 
as Langres, were conveniently located for billets. 
 

     Promoted to Major, Temporary, January 26, 1918. 
 

     Assigned formally as the Commandant of the 1st Light Tank School, February 14, 1918. 
 

     Promoted to Lieutenant Colonel, Temporary, April 3, 1918. 
 

     Organized 1st Light Tank Battalion with himself commanding, April 28, 1918. 
 

     Organized 2nd Light Tank Battalion, with himself in command of the Regiment, June 6, 1918. 
 

     Captain Patton, after seeing division patches on units arriving in France, said "I want you officers to devote one evening to something constructive. I want a shoul-
der insignia. We claim to have the firepower of artillery, the mobility of cavalry and the ability to hold ground of the infantry so whatever you come up with it must 
have red, yellow and blue [the traditional colors of artillery, cavalry and infantry] in it".  The winning design was a triangular patch with equal parts of the three col-
ors. The winning designer was awarded a $100 dollar bill. Patton wanted to make the Tank Corps stand out from everyone else. That triangle [shoulder patch] was the 
first step. 
 

      Student, General Staff College, Langres, France, August 20, 1918. 
 

     Organized and assigned himself Brigade commander 304th Tank Brigade, August 24, 1918. 
 

     On 12 September 1918, Colonel Patton led the 304th Tank Brigade, consisting of the 326th and 327th tank battalions, that he trained, into combat during the Battle 
of St. Mihiel.  
 

     Led the 304th Tank Brigade during the Meuse-Argonne Offensive. The Distinguished Service Cross Citation reads: for extraordinary heroism in action while serv-
ing with the Tank Corps, A.E.F., near Cheppy, France, 26 September 1918. Colonel Patton displayed conspicuous courage, coolness, energy, and intelligence in di-
recting the advance of his brigade down the valley of the Aire. Later he rallied a force of disorganized infantry and led it forward, behind the tanks, under heavy ma-
chine-gun and artillery fire until he was wounded. Unable to advance further, Colonel Patton continued to direct the operations of his units until all arrangements for 
turning over the command were complete. General Order No. 113 (1918) 
 

     Promoted to Colonel Temporary, October 18, 1918. 
 

      His leadership, esprit de corps, élan, fundamentals and the combat aggressiveness that he instilled into the U.S. Tank Corps, continued into World War II through 
Korea, the Cold War, Desert Storm, Iraqi Freedom and continues on to this very day….”Treat’em Rough!” 



 

 

Page 16 Patton Monument Layout 
Proposed wording for backside of Monument (Right Side Rear) 

 
TANK BATTALIONS THAT SERVED IN COMBAT 

  
301st Heavy Tank Battalion  

306th Tank Brigade 
331st Tank Battalion 

 
304th Tank Brigade 

344th Tank Battalion & 345th Tank Battalion  
 

ST. MIHIEL  
● ESSAY ● NONSARD ● JONVILLE ● PANNES ● ST. MAURICE ● WOEL ● BENEY ● 

 
MEUSE-ARGONNE  

● VARNNES ● MONTBLAINVILLE ● EXERMONT ● CHEPPY ● CHARPENTRY ● CHAPAL CHEHERY ● 
 ● BAULNY ● VERY ● SOMMERANCE ● MONTREBEAU WOODS ● KANDRES-ET-ST. GROERGES ● 

 
WITH BRITISH FORCES 

● BRANCOURT ● FRESNOY ● LA-HAIE MENNERESSE ● ST. SOUPLET ●  
● CATILLON-ET-GIMBRAMONT FARM ● LE-CATELET BONY ● 

 
 

MEDAL OF HONOR 
2 
 

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS 
50 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORLD WARS TANK CORPS ASSOCIATION  
 

     In 1919 the movement began to create Tank Corps Posts as a part of the newly formed American Legion. The purpose of the organization was to 
promote and maintain public interest in tanks as an arm of the service and to form a bond between its members by means of social and fraternal 
activities. These tankers created Tank Corps Posts formed in Chicago, New York, St Louis, Los Angeles and Washington, D.C. just to name a few. 
The group was fond of the two men who made great impressions on them during World War 1, General Dwight D. Eisenhower and General George 
S. Patton, Jr.  
 
     The WWTCA lobbied the Post Master General in 1953 to create a General George S Patton, Jr. stamp. The stamp was unveiled on November 
10, 1953 on General Patton’s birthday. 
 
     The official combat badge of the American fighting tankmen was approved and released by the World Wars Tank Corps Association in April, 
1957. Centered on the badge is a replica of the British Mark V tank running over the flaming sword symbolic of battle and in particular of Chateau 
Thierry. The background is blue and the inscription "World Wars Tank Corps." All armored combat men of both World Wars were eligible for the 
badge which was issued only through the World Wars Tank Corps Association. President Eisenhower received the first combat badge on July 7, 
1958, at the White House. 
 
     The WWTCA lobbied the War Department to create a Combat Armor Badge after the success of Armor in World War II and the Korean War. In 
1950’s the WWTCA began to sponsor a measure before Congress to establish a Combat Armor Badge and Expert Tanker’s Badge. The discussion 
would continue throughout the 1960’s and 1970’s during the Vietnam War and again in 1991 after Operation Desert Storm.  
 
     One of the last contributions made by this group was the Armored Force Monument located in Arlington National Cemetery.  
 



 

 

 
 
 
                
 
 
 

Patton Battalion - USABOT 
 
Board of Directors 
Matthias Martinez 
Karlen P Morris 
Nathan Snyder 
William Starks 
Dion Walker, Sr. 
Phillip Wilburn 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Be sure to check us out on 
Twitter @pattonbattalion 

Coming up in the December Issue - Review of CCR, 9th Armored Division in the Battle of the Bulge.  
 
Upcoming Events 
 
US Cavalry & Armor Association Chapter Fort Knox - Stable Call monthly meeting, 3rd Thursday of every month, Location 
TBD - Fort Knox, KY 
 

World War I Event - Indiana Military Museum, Vincennes, IN, March 2020.  
 

Sullivan Cup - Best Tank Crew Competition - Fort Benning, GA, First week of May 2020  

Patton and the US Tank Corps Monument - Fort Knox - TBD 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
. 
 
 
 

Don't need to fear the Boogeyman, because when the sun goes down..  

Our Tanks go on the prowl!  

 Photo by Sgt. Nathan Franco 

At the  
Norwich University 
Northfield, Vermont 


