
 

Making a bag involves many of the same thoughtful steps as quilting, but with its own unique tasks. Here’s an 
overview of the process, from start to finish: 

Tasks: Date Due: 
1.​ PLANNING:  

Pattern Selection: Choose a bag style (tote, crossbody, backpack, clutch, etc.) and the 
corresponding pattern. 

 

Material Choice: Select fabric, interfacing, hardware, and embellishments appropriate 
for the bag's design and intended use. 

 

Tools & Supplies: Gather tools like a sewing machine, rotary cutter, rulers, and specialty 
presser feet (e.g., zipper foot, walking foot). 

 

2.​ PREPARATION  

Fabric Preparation: Wash and press fabric to ensure stability and prevent shrinking.  

Cutting: Cut fabric, interfacing, and lining according to the pattern dimensions, marking 
important details like darts, pleats, and seam allowances. 

 

Interfacing & Stabilizers: Fuse or sew interfacing and stabilizers to fabric pieces where 
needed for structure and durability. 

 

3.​ Constructing the Bag Body  

Outer Panel Assembly: Sew any piecing, quilting, or decorative elements to create the 
outer panels. 

 

Pockets: Assemble and attach interior or exterior pockets (zipped, slip, patch, etc.).  

Bag Base: Construct and reinforce the bottom of the bag if applicable (e.g., boxed 
corners, foam stabilizer). 

 

Notes:  
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4. Adding Hardware  

Zippers: Insert zippers for closures, pockets, or compartments.  

Straps & Handles: Prepare and attach straps, handles, or adjustable elements using 
sliders, D-rings, or rivets. 

 

Magnetic Closures or Snaps: Attach closures to the bag's main opening or pockets.  

5. Assembling the Bag  

Lining: Construct the lining, including any internal compartments or stabilizers.  

Main Assembly: Sew the outer bag and lining together, leaving an opening for turning.  

Turning & Pressing: Turn the bag right side out and press seams for a clean finish.  

6. Finishing Touches  

Topstitching: Add topstitching around the bag's edges for durability and a polished look.  

Final Hardware Installation: Attach any decorative elements like tassels, bag feet, or 
charms. 

 

Inspection: Check for loose threads, uneven seams, or skipped stitches.  

7. Personalization & Presentation  

Customization: Add embellishments like embroidery, appliqué, or labels.  

Packaging: Prepare the bag for gifting, sale, or personal use.  

Take a picture!  

Notes:  
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