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MY BROTHER THE RABBI • PODCAST STUDY GUIDE • TRACK 02

Why Did Yeshua Answer the Wilderness Tests from 
Deuteronomy?

READ • OBSERVE • INTERPRET • DISCUSS • APPLY

Book reading Chapters 4-5

Primary texts Matthew 4:1-11; Deuteronomy 6:13, 16; Deuteronomy 
8:2-3

Why This Conversation Matters
Matthew places Deuteronomy at the center of Yeshua’s first major testing narrative. This conversation asks what that 
repeated choice of text establishes and how the wilderness context changes the way the answers are heard.

Seven Questions for This Episode
1. Why did Yeshua answer the wilderness tests from Deuteronomy?

2. Which passages from Deuteronomy 6-8 does Matthew place in Yeshua’s answers, and what was happening in their 
original context?

3. What does “not by bread alone” mean inside Deuteronomy before it becomes a quotation in Matthew?

4. Why is “do not test YHVH” more than a convenient proof text in the temptation narrative?

5. What does the command to worship and serve YHVH alone contribute to the scene?

6. How does Israel’s wilderness experience illuminate Matthew’s presentation of Yeshua?

7. What does Yeshua’s repeated return to Deuteronomy strongly suggest - and what would it still not prove by itself?
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TRACK 02 • STUDY NOTES

Evidence Map
As you listen, place important claims in the category that best describes the evidence. A claim may move categories 
when better evidence appears.

Direct text Reasonable inference Possible explanation Later interpretation

Discuss
1. Read the three Deuteronomy passages in context before reading Matthew 4 again. What changes?

2. Does repeated use of one biblical book establish a framework, a preference, or something stronger?

3. Where should we stop before turning a strong pattern into a claim the text itself does not make?

Choose Life

When a familiar verse is quoted, read the paragraph or chapter it came from before deciding what 
the quotation means.

Notes / Questions to Bring Back to the Conversation
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NEXT: Track 03 • What Did Moses Mean by “Life and Death”?
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