
 
 
 

 
 

Welcomes You! 
 

April 19, 2026 
Third Sunday of Easter 

 
  



 
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
STATEMENT OF WELCOME 

We, the community of First Lutheran Church of Bothell (FLC), proclaim the 
message that the grace of our Lord is infinitely inclusive and that everyone is 
welcome. We believe that Christ calls us to reconciliation and wholeness in a 
world of alienation and brokenness.  

As a Reconciling in Christ congregation and as disciples of Christ seeking justice 
and reconciliation among all peoples, we at FLC welcome all into the fullness of 
God’s love. We welcome everyone, without exception and regardless of sex, 
race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, physical and mental ability, 
age, or station in life. We recognize that each person is a unique creation of 
God, and through grace, a child of God.  

All are welcome at First Lutheran.  

All are welcome to worship, to hear the good news, to receive the sacraments, 
and to share in fellowship and service. As members of FLC, we pledge ourselves 
and our congregation to exercise our faith in Christ, treasuring one another’s 
similarities while embracing our God-given differences. We pledge that we will 
strive to live as a reconciling people, in our life together and in our outreach to 
the world. 

All liturgy, music & lyrics in this bulletin are covered 

by copyright licenses for publishing & streaming. 

1. Copyright ©2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted and streamed by permission under license 
#SAS003678. 

2. Some music used with permission for publishing & streaming under CCLI License #2262125. 
3. Some music used with permission for publishing & streaming under LicenSing #623195. 
4. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council 

of Churches of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Worship NOTES 
+ Please name each person in attendance , and if they will be taking communion, on 
the card provided in the pew rack. Place card in the offering plate or hand it to the 
usher.  
+ The service is printed in this bulletin. Some hymns are located in the red hymnbook.  
+ Hearing enhancement receivers, large print bulletins are available. Feel free to ask 
an usher for assistance.  
+ Our expectation is that children will be in worship. We understand, though, that 
there are times when your wiggly ones need a distraction. There is a nursery or the 
“Pray Space” under the stairs in the inner narthex with soft toys and books. Please ask 
an usher for directions. 
+ If you would like to have a digital copy of the bulletin, go to our website and 
download the PDF. www.flcbothell.org 
+ Public Wi-Fi: FLC Wireless—Password: MartyLuther 

 
 
 
 
Serving Us in Worship Today 

Greeter Sandy Glenn 

Acolyte Clare Jackman 

Ushers Richard Keltner 
Dave Richards 

Lector Marilyn Iverson 

Sound Tech Linda Chapman 

Camera Tech Jeff Kosman 

Communion 
Assistants 

Paul Deslilet 
Allen Glenn 
Jean Peterson 

Bus Driver Carsten Thode 

Pew Angel Marcus Hodges 

Fellowship Host Cindy Bannister 

  

If you would like to give 
electronically, please use 
this QR code: 



GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE: Tell Me the Stories of Jesus-Jesus Love Me (Challinor-Bradbury) 
 
WELCOME 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 
Amen. 

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us 
beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, 
gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed 
are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you 
for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down 
barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a 
new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
  



GATHERING SONG: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! (ELW 385) 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
God who calls us into service, transform us as you transformed Paul. Shape 
us into children who rejoice in knowing and proclaiming you to the world. 
Amen. 
 
  



CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 204) 

 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
FIRST READING: Galatians 1:11-16a 
11 For I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel that was 
proclaimed by me is not of human origin, 12 for I did not receive it from a human 
source, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. 

13 You have heard, no doubt, of my earlier life in Judaism. I was violently 
persecuting the church of God and was trying to destroy it. 14 I advanced in 
Judaism beyond many among my people of the same age, for I was far more 



zealous for the traditions of my ancestors. 15 But when the one who had set me 
apart before I was born and called me through his grace was pleased 16 to reveal 
his Son to me, so that I might proclaim him among the gentiles 

Word of God. 
Word of life.  

ANTHEM: For Such A Time As This (J. Martin) 

THE WORD: Acts 9:1-19a 
1 Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the 
Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at 
Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he 
might bring them bound to Jerusalem.  

3 Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from 
heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to 
him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”  

5 He asked, “Who are you, Lord?”  

The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 But get up and enter 
the city, and you will be told what you are to do.”  

7 The men who were traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the 
voice but saw no one. 8 Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were 
open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into 
Damascus. 9 For three days he was without sight and neither ate nor drank. 

10 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in 
a vision, “Ananias.”  

He answered, “Here I am, Lord.”  

11 The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the 
house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is 
praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his 
hands on him so that he might regain his sight.”  

13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how 
much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem, 14 and here he has authority 
from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.”  



15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to 
bring my name before gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; 16 I 
myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.”  

17 So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, 
“Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent 
me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And 
immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. 
Then he got up and was baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he regained his 
strength.  

Word of God. 
Word of life.  

CHILDREN'S SERMON 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY: All Are Welcome (ELW 641)

 



 
 

THE RITE OF HOLY BAPTISM: Bennett James son of Kiersten & Matt Eckles 

PRESENTATION 
God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope 
through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the word God delivers us from 
sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all 
the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
and joined in God's mission for the life of the world. 

Sponsors: I present Bennett for baptism. 

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to 
have Bennett baptized into Christ? 
Parents: I do. 

As you bring Bennett to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 
these responsibilities: 
To live with him among God's faithful people, 



Bring him to the Word of God and the Holy Supper, 
Teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Apostles’ Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 
Place in his hands the holy scriptures, 
And nurture him in faith and prayer, 
So that Bennett may learn to trust God, 
Proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
Care for others and the world God made, 
And work for justice and peace. 
Do you promise to help Bennett grow in the Christian faith and life? 
Parents: I do. 

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Bennett in the Christian faith as you are 
empowered by God's Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and 
in communion with the church? 
Sponsors: I do. 

People of God, do you promise to support Bennett and pray for him in his new 
life in Christ? 
We do. 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of 
the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, 
The powers of this world that rebel against God, 
And the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
I renounce them. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
Born of the virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 



He ascended into heaven, 
He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
And he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the holy spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
The holy catholic church, 
The communion of saints, 
The forgiveness of sins, 
The resurrection of the body, 
And the life everlasting. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

We give you thanks, o God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the 
waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you 
took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, 
and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the 
river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the 
baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin 
and death and raise us up to live in you. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living word, that those who are 
washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor 
and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 
BAPTISM 
Bennett, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Amen. 

You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. 
  



Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, o God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your 
daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal 
life. Sustain Bennett with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear 
of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 
Amen. 

Bennett, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 
cross of Christ forever. 
Amen. 

WELCOME 
Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good work and glorify 
your Father in heaven. 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: Join us 
in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming 
word to all the world. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, 
let us pray for the needs of all creation. 

Living Savior, just as you journeyed with the disciples to Emmaus, accompany us on 
our journey of faith. Gather us at your table, that we recognize you in the breaking 
of the bread. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

Almighty God, you provide for the needs of all creation. Bless the fields that are 
being prepared for planting, and send favorable weather so that the soil may yield 
an abundant harvest. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

God of justice, where leaders abuse power, confront them and call them to 
repentance. Where there is corruption, bring integrity; where there is violence, 
sow peace. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

Healing Savior, your resurrection brings hope to a hurting world. Heal those who 
are sick. Strengthen the weary, give courage to the despairing, and comfort the 
dying. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 



Gracious One, you have made us your own through the gift of baptism. Unite us 
in genuine love for one another and uphold this community in your name. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

For whom do the people pray? 

Eternal Light, we give thanks for all who have nurtured your church’s life in 
ages past. Bring us at last with them to the brightness of your glorious presence. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news 
of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERTORY: I Love to Tell the Story (Fisher) 
 
OFFERING: Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW p. 184) 

  



 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You 
have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger 
and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that 
goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name 
of Jesus, Amen. 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Glory to you, God from before the beginning, God bearing from above your 
Word of grace, God sending on us the Dove of peace. Glory to you, O God! 
Glory to you, O God! 

You are the great I AM, feeding your people with manna in the wilderness. You 
are the Father of our beloved Jesus, whom you gave to the world to be the 
Lamb, the King of Israel, the Son of Man. Glory to you, O God! 
Glory to you, O God! 

You anointed Jesus to be our messiah and teacher. He is the bread from heaven, 
the fruitful vine, the good shepherd, the gate of protection, our very Lord and 
God, our way, our truth, and our resurrection to life eternal. Glory to you, O God! 
Glory to you, O God! 



On the night that he washed his disciples’ feet, he took bread, and gave thanks, 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

With Lazarus we wait in our tomb, we hear you call our name, and we come out 
from our death into your life. With Mary Magdalene we cry out, We have seen 
the Lord. 
We have seen the Lord. 

Breathe your Spirit of power on us. Nourish us with your living water, and 
sustain us with the body and blood of your Son. Claim us as your friends. Birth 
us anew and enlighten our eyes. Unbind us, that as your servants we may unbind 
one another. Glory to you, O God! 
Glory to you, O God! 

Glory to you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the Source of all, the Light of 
the world, the Advocate for your children. 
Blessing, thanksgiving, honor, might be to you forever and ever. Amen.  

 
Reprinted from Pray, Praise, and Give Thanks: A Collection of Litanies, Laments, and Thanksgivings at 
Font and Table by Gail Ramshaw, copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 



and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 

COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

COMMUNION: We will receive the body of Christ as bread with these or similar 
words: The body of Christ, given for you. If you desire a gluten-free option that 
is available. The blood of Christ will be received as either red wine or white 
grape juice with these or similar words: The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
WHO MAY COMMUNE? All are welcome at the Lord's Table. It is a free gift 
given to all for the forgiveness of sins. The words “for you” really mean FOR 
YOU! Children may commune at the discretion of their parents. If you wish to 
receive a blessing: cross your arms over your chest as a sign for the communion 
assistants.  
DIRECTIONS FOR COMMUNION: Please come forward by the center aisle at the 
direction of the ushers to receive the sacrament and return to your seat down 
the side aisle. Please register each person taking communion on a pew card. 
 
COMMUNION SONG: Lamb Of God (ELW p. 208) 

 
  



COMMUNION HYMNS:  
Welcome Table (ACS 969) 

 

 
  



 
All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly (ELW 461) 

 
  



I Love to Tell the Story (ELW 661) 

 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are 
making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love 
our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of 

the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG: I Know that My Redeemer Lives! (ELW 619) 

 



 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE: Duke Street (D. Cherwien) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 26, 2026 – Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Isaiah 61:1-14  Acts 16:16-34  Paul and Silas 
 
 

Weekly Financial Report for April 12, 2026 

Attendance in Person: 148 
General Offerings: $10,911 

Online: 24 
Capital Improvement: $225 

General Fund amount needed each week for budget: $11,924 
  



Prayers of the Week 

Please include in your prayers: Lebanon, Israel, Palestine, Iran and the Gulf nations, Global 
Refuge and Lutheran World Relief. 

Those living with cancer: 
Juanita (Bonnie Ahlstedt’s sister-in-law), Jen & Dave (Baker family friend), Sue & Lee (Beth Bowers’ 
cousins), Mark (Dick Boyce's son), Lisa (Steve Coble’s sister), Alexis (Lucy Kay and David Osborne’s 
friend), Tryvge Enger (member), Tracee (Bonnie Ahlstedt’s friend), Norma (Kristin Smith’s 
friend), Mary Hatlen (member), Steve (Mark Hatlen’s cousin), Jessica 
Hockstedler (member), Jeanne (Justin LaFord's mother), John (Susan Berg’s brother),  Renee 
(Ashley Phelps’ friend) Shirley (Vickie Shanks’ sister-in-law), Ted (Sue Toyoda’s friend), Kip (Paul 
Desilet’s uncle), Jim (Hendricks’ family friend), Joanne (Carolyn Becker’s sister-in-law), Diane 
Mackey (frequent visitor), Brandis (Renee & Mike Markert’s friend), Jo (Lucy Kay and David 
Osborne’s friend), Marin (Beth & Gordy Phelps’ friend), Deborah (Vicki Shanks’ cousin), Fern (Surya 
Skjonsby’s friend), Joe (Barb Thieme’s brother), Peter (Joyce & Carsten Thode’s brother-in-law), 
Arlene (Darlene Toycen’s friend), August (Karey Coble’s friend). 

Those who are ill, have an injury or who are recovering from surgery: 
Lupe (Jose Alcaraz’ aunt),  Sylvia (Alcaraz family member),  Carolyn Becker (member), Laurie Berg 
(former member, Vicki Shanks’ niece),  Maddie Berg (member), Dick Boyce (member), Doug (Ho 
Brown’s brother-in-law), Susan (Bob Berg’s cousin), Jamie (Kathy Telford-Luiz’ sister), John (Linda 
Chapman's brother-in-law), Darrell (Ingrid Cloud’s son), Nancy Davis (member), John 
Godek (member), Teresa (friend of the Bakers), Zach (Trevor Coble’s friend), Jennifer (Dan 
Hendricks’ niece), Jim (Sandy Hendricks' cousin), Robb (Jamie Lindell's brother), Liz (Marlis Pehling’s 
friend), Karen Johnson (member), Phillip (Karen Johnson’s brother), Marlo (Leona Keltner's 
friend), Kathy Koneiczka (member), Richard Konieczka (Kathy Konieczka’s husband), Doug (Justin 
LaFord's father), Peggy & David (Nancy McGee’s friends), Craig (Kristin Smith’s cousin), Kelly (Vickie 
Shanks' cousin), Dennis (Dave Shogren’s brother), Mona Shogren (member), Ron (Beth Phelps’ 
brother), Sandy Sailand (member), Alan (Siebert family friend), Jennifer (Irene Cloud’s 
friend), Kayden (Karey Coble’s nephew), Harriett (Roger Steinke’s friend),Trevor (Nora Strothman’s 
friend), Kathy Telford-Luiz (member), Becky (Ray Thomas’ sister), Kristi (Sue Toyoda’s sister-in-
law), Ron Tuck (member), Paul (Baker family friend), Molly (Haley Neff-LaFord’s friend), Nick, Zock 
& Sara (Kathy Steig’s children). 

Those who are homebound or in extended care facilities: 
Valerie (Kendahl Adjorlolo's cousin), Bonnie Ahlstedt (member), Diane (Rene & Rob Baker’s 
friend), Sherrill & Larry Baker (members), Audrey Fisher (member), Lawrence (Leon Romaniuk’s 
father), Roger Wolter (member). 

Those Serving Our Country: 
AIR FORCE: Jake Peoples (Andrea & Eric Peoples’ son) and Erin Siebert (Linda & Joe Siebert’s 
daughter) 

NAVY: Christopher Whipple (Carolyn Whipple’s son) 

COAST GUARD: Gage McIntyre (Tamara McIntyre’s son) 

We are honored to be able to pray for your family and friends in need. Our policy is to publish 
immediate concerns for 2 weeks, unless we hear from you that an illness or situation is ongoing.   

 
  



INFORMATION FOR THE WEEK! 

Sunday, April 19 Third Sunday of Easter 
9:30 am Worship w/Holy Communion w/Bennett Eckles Holy Baptism 
10:30 am Christian Education for All 
3:00 pm Lyric Arts Concert – All are welcome! 

Monday, April 20 
Pastor Berg at Bishop’s Convo 
9:00 am 4- & 5-Year-Old Preschool 

Tuesday, April 21 
Pastor Berg at Bishop’s Convo 
9:00 am 3-, 4- & 5-Year-Old Preschool 
9:15 am Preschool Chapel 
9:30 am Lectionary Group 
3:00 pm Weekly News Submission Deadline 
7:00 pm Church Council 

Wednesday, April 22 
Pastor Berg at Bishop’s Convo 
9:00 am 4- & 5-Year-Old Preschool 
10:00 am Peace by Piece Sewing 

Thursday, April 23 
9:00 am 3-, 4- & 5-Year-Old Preschool 
9:30 am FLC Quilters 
7:00 pm Sanctuary Choir 

Friday, April 24 
Church Office Closed 

Saturday, April 25 

Sunday, April 26 – Fourth Sunday of Easter 
9:30 am Worship w/Holy Communion  
10:30 am Christian Education for All 
11:45 am Youth Group Whirlyball in Edmonds! 
 

 
  



SERMON NOTES 

What caught my attention: 

  

  

  

  

What did I hear that I am eager to share with another person? 

  

  

  

 

I think the title of the sermon should be:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


