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Episode 55: Five New PhD Programs for 2026 

Welcome to Grad-post! Despite the recent cuts to research funding, suspended admissions to 
doctoral programs, and flight of PhDs from the federal workforce, there are new PhD programs 
being launched in 2026 that are worthy of note.  Here are just five. 

1. Northwestern is offering a new track in computational biology under its graduate program in 
life sciences. According to their website, this additional doctoral program strengthens 
Northwestern’s offerings in interdisciplinary life sciences. 

2. Not so much a new PhD program as a repackaging of existing programs, the combined PhD 
program in Computer Science at New York University will be offered through the new 
Courant Institute School of Mathematics, Computing, and Data Science. 

3. The new Biophysics track at Northeastern University is a new emphasis area in the novel 
Connected Science Community PhD program which trains doctoral students in a cross-
disciplinary scientific environment. 

4. At Boston University, a new PhD in Community Health Sciences will emphasize social 
justice and community engagement to help foster community wellbeing. 

5. Not every new program is in the sciences. The new doctoral program in African American 
and African Diaspora Studies at Columbia University is a new interdisciplinary program 
representing the first of its kind in New York City. 

Although applications for Fall, 2026 admissions are mostly closed, keep these programs in mind if 
you are looking to apply to graduate school this fall! 

Visit my website at grad-post.com for more information on applying to grad school, and remember, 
every degree counts! 
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