Alumni and Alma Mater

In the autumn of 2004, the ad hoc committee formed to organize the
Golden Jubilee celebration of the Gandhi Medical College had tasked
me with the coordination of our fund-raising effort. | teamed up with
my family for days on end mailing letters of appeal to over a thousand
al.umni. (While this number may astonish many, there are in fact nearly
eighteen hundred GMC alumni currently living in the United States.)

Over five hundred letters were returned undelivered, as the recipients
had relocated leaving no forwarding address.

In the ensuing weeks we excitedly looked forward to the mail, expecting an outpouring of
enthusiasm from our many physician brethren prospering in this great country. Some days
brought us great joy, but many more, alas, proved dispiriting.

One late summer evening we received a rather remarkable contribution from a GMC alumnus.
It was a check for five dollars.

In vivid contrast, | recall the day when | received the first installment of the donation from Dr.

L axmaih Manchikanti, who eventually contributed well over one hundred thousand dollars —
highest to date.

Members of the committee plowed through the list of alumni and personally contacted their
friends and acquaintances with much success. | made one such call myself to Dr. B. Amarender
Reddy, who was a year senior to me. | had met him once upon leaving college — and that was
three decades earlier. Would he remember me? | made the phone call with more than a little
hesitation.

A few days later there was a check in the mail for ten thousand dollars.

Similar anecdotes of unrestrained generosity by GMC alumni are far too many to enumerate
here.

| et me now return to the puzzling five-dollar donation.

Was that physician serious? Or could it have been a cheeky (albeit humorless) swipe to belittle
our sincere mission?

This narrative of wide variations in contributions raises a pointed relevant question:

Do alumni have any obligation to their Aima mater?

| recall a physician once stating half jokingly, “We have prospered, not because of, but in spite
of the comparatively ‘lesser’ education we received at GMC.”

It might be true that for several years after GMC opened, our facilities were not quite up to the
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As you browse through this souvenir, we truly

G hope you will i SRl
inspired by our efforts to serve those in need. oo rowyenibe

On behalf of the officers of the two alumni associations an

our mission, we extend to you in advance our si
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