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IMAAM IBN JARIR AT TABARI
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In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. May Allah send blessings upon our leader
Muhammad and his family. There is no power and no strength except through Allah, the Most High, the
Most Great. Sheikh Abd Muhammad Al-Hassan b. Ali b. Al-Hussein b. Al-Hassan Al-Asadi informed us that
my grandfather, Abu Al-Qasim Al-Hussein b. Al-Hassan b. Muhammad Al-Asadli, conveyed to us. Abu Al-
Qasim Ali b. Abi Al-Alai reported to us, as did Abu Muhammad Abdul-Rahman b. ‘Uthman b. Abi Nasr, who
related to us from Abu Sa'id Amr b. Muhammad b. Yahya Al-Dayhanwari, saying: It was read to Abu Ja'far
Muhammad b. Jarir Al-Tabari while | was listening (to the following):
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All Praise is due to Allah, the One Who makes the truth prevail and be victorious, and its Supporter, and
the Abolisher of Falsehood and its Destroyer. He chose Islam as a religion for Himself and commanded
it, encompassing it fully. He entrusted its preservation, guaranteeing its triumph over all other religions,
even if the polytheists dislike it. Then He chose from among His creation messengers. He sent them
forth to call the people to Him, commanding them to uphold His message and to be patient with the
challenges they face from the ignoramuses of His creation. He tested them with various trials and
subjected them to different kinds of affliction. He honoured them without humiliation and dignified
them without loss. He elevated some of them in degrees above others. The closest to Him, in terms of
rank, are those who steadfastly adhere to His commands amid severe trials. As well as those who
faithfully execute that which He has sent them with, especially during periods of great adversity.
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Allah, the Exalted, says in His clear Book to His Prophet & "Therefore, be patient (O Muhammad) as
those with firm will and resolution among the Messengers were patient (after they were rejected).”
[Al-Ahqgaf: 35] And He said to himi&& and to his followers: "Or do you think that you will enter Paradise
while such [trial] has not yet come to you as came to those who passed on before you? They were
touched by poverty and hardship and were shaken until [even their] messenger and those who

believed with him said, 'When is the help of Allah?' Unquestionably, the help of Allah is near.” [Al-
Bagarah: 214]
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And He said: "O you who believel Remember Allah's Favour to you, when there came against you hosts,
and We sent against them a wind and forces that you saw not. And Allah is Ever All Seer of what you do.
When they came upon you from above you and from below you, and when the eyes grew wild and the
hearts reached to the throats, and you were harbouring doubts about Allah. There, the believers were
tried and shaken with a mighty shaking. [Remember] when the hypocrites and those in whose hearts
was disease said, 'Allah and His Messenger promised us nothing but delusions!" [Al-Ahzalb: 9-12].
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And Allah, exalted is His remembrance, said: "Do people think that they will be left alone because they
say: 'We believe, and will not be tested? And We indeed tested those who were before them. And Allah

will certainly make (it) known (the truth of) those who are true, and will certainly make (it) known (the
falsehood of) those who are liars." [Al-Ankabut: 2-3].
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Allah, glorified is His praise, did not exempt any of His honoured messengers or His close allies from a
trial in this world before the Heredfter. This is so they deserve through their patience, from their Lord, the
honour that He has prepared for them, and the rank that He has decreed for them. Then, He, exalted
and blessed is His mention, made the scholars of every nation of the Prophet whom He sent from
among them, their inheritors after him, and the guardians of the religion after his passing and removal,
those who defend its ties and causes, and who protect its signs and laws, and who stand against
anyone who seeks to oppose or contradict it, defending it from the plots and misguidance of Satan.

“on

3\3 &L"'Uj ‘3& L.;;Lé-“j \3%%3 \;%? Mij ‘.«"’:\U > a5 j ('l,d‘ )G} o ;/:‘;j

Mﬁ\jm\uw‘ﬂ *“LJ\.\,;WM\&.} w\u,.g.a &Jl c

2

aJ) & CJ’ /gﬁ)\’&.@.&é"")\ Phdas Y3 u}i’“

\\}.
o
\
° K
BN

N\

e ‘,\ \
“Vﬁ\
ko\
A3Y gi\
\
\ ‘-n\
\
\
\g
[\

e

1
=
.

He honoured them with the nobility of knowledge, and He esteemed them with the dignity of
forbearance. He made them signs for the religion and its people, beacons for Islam and guidance,
leaders for creation, and imams and masters for the worshipers. To them, the people turn when in need,
and through them, they seek help in times of calamity. Their concern for others and compassion
towards them are not deterred by the evil of what their own selves may whisper to them, nor does the
ugliness of what they face keep them from being gentle and merciful towards others.
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They do not commit that which is forbidden due to their striving for the abundant rewards of Allah in
them, and they aim to seek Allah's pleasure in being kind to them. Then Allah, glorified is His praise and
mention, made the scholars of the Ummah of our Prophet Muhammad £ among the best scholars of
the nations that preceded them. He allocated to them among the ranks, degrees, and honours from the
abounding rewards. He included them and granted them a generous portion and share within the
benefits and trials of Allah, and He tested the best of them with the worst of them and elevated them
through the lowest of them.
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They were not deterred by what offlicted them from being tested, nor were they hindered from advising
for the sake of Allah regarding His servants and lands during their lives. Rather, with their knowledge,
they returned to those in ignorance, and with their forbearance, they addressed those who were
foolish. They took from their merits even amid their own deficiencies. No senior among them would be
satisfied with what he offered to himself in the presence of Allah of virtues during his life, and he would
reserve from it for his noble treasures with Him before his death, so that the footprints would remain for
those after him as lasting marks upon the days, and they would be a guide towards righteousness.
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Mayy Allah reward them on behalf of the Ummah of their Prophet with the best reward granted to a
scholar on behalf of his people, and grant them an abundant reward. May He make us among those
who are granted from the righteous portion that He has divided for them and join us with their ranks.
May He honour us with their love and the knowledge of their rights, and protect us and all Muslims from
the destructive desires and misleading opinions. Indeed, He is the All-Hearing of supplication.
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Then, after the death of the Messenger of Allah &% there have continuously been events in every era
and calamities in every time that cause the ignorant to turn to the knowledgeable. In these instances,
the knowledgeable person unveils the darkness from the ignorant with the knowledge that Allah has
bestowed upon him. He has distinguished him over others, whether from transmitted reports or through
reasoning. Among the earlier events following the Messenger of Allah &% are those incidents in which
his Ummah has contested, and their differences regarding who among them is the most deserving of
leadership and the one most entitled to the caliphate.
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Then, the statement regarding the actions of the servants, their obedience and their disobedience. And
are these by the decree and command of Allah is the matter ambiguous delegated (to Allah)?
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Then, the statement (belief) regarding faith (iman): is it a statement and action, or is it merely a
statement without action?. And does it increase and decrease, or is there no increase or decrease in it?.
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Then (comes) the discussion regarding the Quran: is it created or uncreated?
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Then comes the issue of the believers seeing their Lord, the Exalted, on the Day of Resurrection.
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Then, the issue regarding the readers recitation of the Quran.
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Then, in our time, there have occurred foolishness and absurdities in which the ignorant, the foolish, the
misled of the nation, and the rabble have engaged. It is tiresome to enumerate them, and tedious to
count them. (However,) among these is the discussion about names: Is something (hamed) what it is, or
is it something else other than the name?. We will clarify the correct understanding of this matter, if
Allah, the Exalted, wills, and with Allah's help.
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Statement and Belief Regarding the Quran and that it is Allah's Speech
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The first thing we begin with concerning this matter, according to us, is that the Quran is the Speech of
Allah and His revelation. Since it is from the meanings of His Oneness (Tawhid), the correct statement
concerning this, according to us, is that it is the Speech of Allah, uncreated, however it is written,
wherever it is recited, and in whatever place it is read, it exists in the heavens, and it is found on earth
wherever it is preserved. It was written on the Preserved tablets (al-Lawh al-Mahfidh), and it is
inscrilbed on the scrolls of children in schools, as it is engraved on stone, or written on paper, or
preserved in the heart, and uttered by the tongue.
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Whoever says other than this, or claims that there is a Quran on earth or in the heavens other than the
Quran that we recite with our tongues and write in our books, or believes other than this in his heart, or
concedls it within himself, or says it with his tongue, adhering to it, then he has disbelieved in Allah. His
blood is lawful, he is free from Allah, and Allah is free from him. This is according to the saying of Allah,
the Mighty and Sublime: "But (rather) it is a glorious Quran, [inscribed] in al-Lawh al-Mahfudh (the
Preserved tablets)" [Al-Buruj: 22]. And He said, and His saying is the truth, the Mighty and Sublime: "And if
any one of the polytheists seeks your protection, then give him protection so that he may hear the
Speech of Allah" [At-Tawbah: 4].
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Therefore, He informed, may His praise be glorified, that it is written on the Preserved Tablet, and that it
is heard from the tongue of Muhammad &%, and it is one Quran, revealed to Muhammad % and written
on the Preserved Tablet. Likewise, it is preserved in the chests (memory), and by the tongues of the old
and the young it is recited.
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AbuU Jafar said: "Whoever narrates from us, or relates from us, or falsely attributes to us, claiming that
we said other than that, then upon him be the curse of Allah and His wrath, and the curse of the cursers,
the angels, and alll people. May Allah not accept from him any compensation or ransom, and may He
tear apart his veil, and expose him before all withesses on the Day when the wrongdoers' excuses will
not benefit them, and for them is the curse, and for them is the evil abode."
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Musa b. Sahl al-Ramli narrated to us, [who said:] MUsa b. Dawood narrated to us, [who said:] Ma'bad
AbU Abd al-Rahman narrated to us, from Mu'awiyah b. Ammar al-Duhni, who said: 'l said to Ja'far b.
Muhammad (may Allah be pleased with him): They ask about the Quran: Is it created or a creator?. He
said: 'It is neither a creator nor is it created, but it is the speech of Allah, the Mighty and Sublime.”
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Muhammad b. Mansur al-Amuli narrated to me, [who said:] Al-Hakam b. Muhammad al-Amuli Abu
Marwan narrated to us, [who said:] B. Uyaynah narrated to us, who said: "I heard Amr b. Dindr saying: 'l
have known our scholars for seventy years, they say: "The Quran is the speech of Allah;. From Him it
began and to Him it returns.”
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Statement and Belief Regarding Seeing Allah, the Mighty and Sublime
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As for the correct statement regarding the believers seeing their Lord, the Mighty and Majestic, on the
Day of Resurrection, which is our religion by which we worship Allah, and upon which we found the
people of the Sunnah and the Jama'ah is that the people of Paradise will see Him. This is according to
what has been authentically reported from the Messenger of Allah #.
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Abu al-Saib Salam b. Junadah narrated to us, [who said:] B. Fudayl narrated to us. And Tamim b. al-
Muntasir and Mujahid b. MUsa narrated to us that Tamim said: Yazid informed us. And Mujahid said:
Yazid b. Harun narrated to us. And B. al-Sabbah narrated to us, [who said:] Sufyan, Marwan b.
Mu'awiyah, and Yazid b. Harun all narrated to us from Ismal b. Abi Khalid, from Qays b. Abi Hazim, from
Jarir b. Abdullah, who said:. We were sitting with the Messenger of Allah £ and he looked at the moon
on the night of the full moon and said: "Indeed, you will see your Lord, the Mighty and Maijestic, as you
see this moon, without any difficulty in seeing Him. So, if you are able not to be overcome in prayer
before the rising of the sun and before its setting, then do so.". Then the Messenger of Allah £ recited:
"And exalt [Allah] with praise of your Lord before the rising of the sun and before its setting." [Qaf: 39].
The wording of the hadith is from the hadith of Mujahid. Yazid said: Whoever denies this hadith is free
from Allah and His Messenger. He swore more than once. And | say: The Messenger of Allah spoke the
truth, and Yazid spoke the truth and said the truth.
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Statement and Belief Regarding the Actions of the Servants of Allah
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As for the correct view concerning the disputes over the actions of the servants, their good deeds, and
their evil deeds: indeed, all of that originates from Allah, the Exalted. Alldh, Glorious and Exalted, ordains
and manages it (and all affairs). Nothing occurs except by His permission, and nothing takes place
except by His will. To Him belongs the creation and command as He wills.
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Ziyad b. Yahya al-Hassani and Ubaydullah b. Muhammad al-Firydbi narrated to me, saying: "Abdullah b.
Maymun told us, from Ja'far b. Muhammad, from his father, from Jabir b. Abdullah, who said: The
Messenger of Allah £ said: 'No servant believes until he believes in predestination, its good and its evil,
and until he knows that what befell him could not have missed him, and what missed him could not
have befell him.". The wording is from the narration of Abu al-Khattab Ziyad b. Abdullah.
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Ya'qub b. lbrahim al-Dawragji reported to me, lon Abi Hazim narrated to us that his father narrated to
him, from Ibn Umar, who said: "The Qadariyyah are the Magians of this nation; if they fall ill, do not visit
them, and if they die, do not attend their funerals.”
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Statement and Belief Regarding the Companions of Allah's Messenger
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As for the truth regarding the differences (that occurred) among them about the best companions of
the Messenger of Allah &%, it is what has come from him £ and what the early generations (Salaf) have
unanimously agreed upon, and that is:
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Musa b. Sahl al-Ramli and Ahmad b. Mansur b. Sayyar al-Ramadi said: Abdullah b. Salih narrated to us,
and he narrated from Nafi' b. Yazid, from Zuhrah b. Ma'bad, from Sa'id b. al-Musayyib, from Jabir b.
Abdullah, who said that the Messenger of Allah £ said: "Indeed, Allah, Glorious and Exalted, has chosen
my companions over dll the worlds, except for the prophets and messengers. And He has chosen
among my companions Abl Bakr, 'Umar, Uthman and Ali @gic all quj. He made them the best of my
companions, and there is goodness in all of my companions. And He has chosen my Ummah over all
other nations, and He has chosen from my Ummah four generations after my companions: the first,
second, and third generations consecutively, and the fourth generation is an exception.”
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We also say: The best of his companions & are: the truthful Abl Bakr aic all guwj, then the one who
distinguishes (Al-Fartiq) 'Umar, then the possessor of two lights (Dhil-Nurayn) 'Uthman b. ‘Affan, and
then the Commander of the Faithful and Imam of the Pious, 'Ali b. Abi Talib @dgic &l qudj.
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As for which of the companions is most deserving of the leadership, our preferred opinion is that of
those who said.
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26- Muhammad b. Amadrah al-Asadi narrated to us, and Ubaydullah b. Mlsa narrated to us, from
Hashraj b. Nabat, from Sa'id b. Jamhan, from Safinah, the freedman of the Messenger of Allah &% who
said: "The caliphate in my Ummah will be for thirty years, after which there will be kingship.". Safinah
said: "The caliphate of Abu Bakr was two years, the caliphate of 'Umar was ten years, the caliphate of
'Uthman was twelve years, and the caliphate of Ali was six years.". | calculated and found them to be a
total of thirty years.
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Statement and Belief Regarding Faith (Iman), its Increase and Decrease

z
;

stuu\,i:d\u\s?uw‘ﬁjuéﬂg ¥l “*.ujJ.aj J&jdﬁﬁ&d@ﬁ\@dﬂ\
cWﬁW&U\&Jéﬂ\J}w)UW%w{G /g/}:’J\QL?Ach&ﬁ.ﬁgj-\ngc&aﬁjJ}ﬁjAZJUy
Jradll3 ol YAl ah l2 5

Regarding the statement about faith, does it consist of speech and action?. Does it increase and
decrease, or is there no increase or decrease?. The correct stance, according to us, is that it is both
speech and action that increases and decreases, as was reported by a group of the companions of
the Messenger of Allah £ The scholars of religion and virtue agree upon this.
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Muhammad b. Ali b. al-Hasan b. Shagiq narrated to us, we asked Abu Abdillah Ahmad b. Hanbal aaaj
alll about faith regarding its increase and decrease. He said: "Al-Hasan b. Misa al-Ashyab narrated to
us, from Hammad b. Salamah, from Abu Ja'far al-Khatami, from his father, from his grandfather Umair b.
Habib, who said: Tman increases and decreases.”. They asked: "What is its increase and decrease?". He
said: "When we remember Allah, praise Him, and glorify Him, that is its increase. When we become
heedless, neglectful, or forget, that is its decrease.”
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Ali b. Sahl al-Ramli narrated to us, and Al-Walid b. Muslim said: | heard al-Awza'i, Malik b. Anas, and Sa'id
b. Abdul Aziz alll 3§63 reject the statement of anyone who claims that iman is mere acknowledgment
without action. They said: "There is no iman without action, and there is no action without iman."
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Statement and Belief Regarding the Worshippers' Recitation in Relation to the Quran
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As for the correct belief regarding the recitation of the worshippers in relation to the Quran, we know of
no reliable evidence from a past companion or a knowledgeable successor, Except for him in whose
words [there is] richness and beneficial guidance, may Allah have mercy on him and be pleased with
him ; and in following him is guidance and righteousness. His statements hold a place among the words
of the early imams. Abu Abdullah Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Hanbal, may Allah be pleased with him.
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Abu Ismail al-Tirmidhi narrated to me, saying: | heard Abu Abdullah Ahmad ibn Hanbal say: The
ideology that [the Quran] is merely a verbal expression is a view of the Jahmiyyah (Jahmites). That
which refutes this is based on the statement of Allah, Exalted is His Name: "Until he hears the Speech of
Allaoh" [At-Tawbah: 6]. Therefore, from whom will he hear it?!".
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Then | heard a group of our companions whose nhames | do not recollect narrated from him (Ahmad b.
Hanbal) saying: "Whoever says: 'My utterance of the Quran is created,' is a Jahmite, and whoever says:
It is uncreated,' is an innovator.”.
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Here is no statement on this in our view that can be valid, as we do not have an imam to follow in this
regard except for him. He is the followed Imam alll o).
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As for the discussion of the essence of the named: Is it what it defines or something other than that?.
This is a foolish and newly invented matter that has no basis to follow, and there is no statement from
an imam to listen to. Engaging in it is abhorrent, and remaining silent is commendable.
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A person should be satisfied with what knowledge he has regarding it, and his speech should lead him
to the statement of Allah, the Exalted in His praise, which is the true statement: "Say: ‘Call upon Allah or
call upon Ar-Rahman. Whichever you call, to Him belong the best names." [275] [Al-Isra: 110] And His
statement: "And to Allah belong the best names, so invoke Him by them." [276] [Al-A'raf: 180] He should
know that his Lord is the One who rose over the Throne, who has that which is in the heavens and what

is in the earth and what is beneath the soil. [277] Whoever exceeds that has failed, lost, and gone
astray.



23

il

BENEFITS

>

) e




24

e .’,/ ° 4 p P s 000./. ° -
A o L6 w1 Jgds (o it
Warning From Attributing to Someone What They Did Not Say
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Let the one who has withessed among you convey this to the people (who are unaware) be they far or
near, that we worship Allah by these matters mentioned. [283] We have conveyed and described what

we are upon. Whoever narrates contrary to this or adds to it or ascribes to us another statement or
creed is a liar, slanderer, and transgressor, and he will incur the wrath of Allah and His curse in both
abodes. [284] It is the right of Allah that He places him in the same state that the Messenger of Allah &

indicated, and that He puts him in the position that the Prophet of Allah £ informed that Allah would
place similar individuals.
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Abu Ja'far said: This is what Abl Kurayb narrated to us. Muhammad b. al- Muharibi narrated from
Ismal b. Ayash al-Himsi, from Th'alabah b. Muslim al- Khath'ami, from AyyUb b. Bashir al-'ljli, from Shufay
b. Mati' al-Asbahi, who said: The Messenger of Allah &z said: "There are four who harm the people of
Hell in addition to what they suffer: They run between the hot water and the fire, calling for doom and
destruction. The people of Hell say to one another: 'Why are these people harming us with what we are
suffering? A man is confined in a coffin of burning embers, and a man drags his entrails and another
has pus and blood running from his mouth, and another eats his flesh. They say to the one in the coffin:
'Why is that distant one harming us with what we are suffering?' So he replies: 'That distant one died
while still having the wealth of people around his neck. Then it is said to the one dragging his entrails:
'Why is that distant one harming us with what we are suffering?' He said: Then he mentioned some
words which | forgot. And it is said to the one who has pus and blood running from his mouth: ‘Why is
that distant one harming us with what we are suffering?' [301] He says: That distant one used to look at
every obscene, filthy word and enjoy it just as one enjoys intimate relations.” And it is said to the one
eating his flesh: 'Why is that distant one harming us with what we are suffering?' He says: That distant
one used to walk about tale-carrying and used to eat the flesh of people (backbiting).”
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Khallad b. Aslam narrated to us, from An-Nadr b. Shumail from ibn Juraij, from Misa b. [313] Ugbah, from
'Umar b. Abdullah al-Ansari, from Abu al-Darda, who said: The Messenger of Allah £ said: "Whoever
mentions a person with something that is not in him to belittle him, Allah will confine him in Hell until he
brings proof of what he said about him."
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Muhammad b. 'A'uf al-Ta'Tand Muhammad b. Muslim al-Razi said: Abu al- [318] Mughirah ‘Abdul-
Quddus b. al-Hdijjaj narrated to us, from Safwan b. 'Amr, who said that Rashid b. Sa'd and Albdur
Rahman b. Jubayr b. [319] Nufayr narrated to me from Anas l. Mdlik, who said: The Messenger of Allah
¢ said: "When | was taken up to the heavens, | passed by a people whose nails were made of bronze,
scratching their chests. | asked, 'Who are these, O Jibril?' [320] He said: 'These are the ones who eat the
flesh of people and speak ill of their honour. ™
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Ali b. Sahl al-Ramli narrated to us, and Al-Walid b. Muslim from 'Uthman b. Abi al-Aatika, From Ali ibn
Yazid, from Al-Qasim Abu Abd al-Rahman from Abl Umamah éic &l qubj said: The Messenger of Allah
& came to the Bagji' al- Ghargad and stood over two rich graves and said: "Did you bury here so-and-
so and so-and-so?" They replied: "Yes, O Messenger of Allah." He said: "So-and-so has just been
punished." Then he said: "By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, he has been struck such that no part of
him remains intact except that it is cut off, and his grave has been flared up with fire and he has
screamed a scream that all creatures heard, except the heavy ones from the jinn and mankind. If it
were not for the turmoil in your hearts and your exaggeration in speech, you would have heard what |
hear." He then said: "Now this one will be punished, now this one will be punished." Then he said: "By
the One in Whose Hand is my soul, this one has been struck such that no bone remains intact except
that it is cut off, and his grave has been flared up with fire and he has screamed a scream that all
creatures heard, except the heavy ones from the jinn and mankind. If it were not for the turmoil in your
hearts and your exaggeration in speech, you would have heard what | hear." They asked: "O
Messenger of Allah, what was their sin?" He said: "As for so-and-so, he did not take care with regard to
urine, and as for so-and-so - or so-and-so - he ate the flesh of people. "
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Muhammad b. Yazid al-RifaT narrated to us, as did ibn Fudayl, (al-Tabari mentions another chain) and
Muhammad b. al-A'ald narrated to us from Aswad b. Amir, from Al-A'mash from Sa'id b. Abdullah from
Abu Barzah al-Aslami, who said: The Messenger of Allah & said: "O assembly of those who have faith
by their tongues, but not in their hearts, do not backbite the Muslims, and do not follow their
shortcomings. Whoever follows their shortcomings, Allah will follow his shortcomings. And whoever's
shortcomings Allah follows, his will be exposed (even) in (the secrecy of) his home."
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