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Introduction
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All praises are for to Allah, we praise Him and seek His help and forgiveness We seek
refuge with Him from the evils of our own souls and the wickedness of our deeds.
Whomsoever He guides, none can misguide, and whomsoever He misguides, none can
guide. | bear witness that there is no deity worthy of worshlp in truth but Allah, alone,
without any partners, and | bear witness that Muhammad & is His servant and final
Messenger
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0 you who believe! Fear Alldh (by doing all that He has ordered and by abstaining
from all that He has forbidden) as He should be feared. [Obey Him, be thankful to
Him, and remember Him always], and die not except in a state of Islam [as Muslims
(with complete submission to Allah) (Al - Imraan 102)
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0 mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who created you from a single person (Adam),
and from him (Adam) He created his wife [Hawwa (Eve)], and from them both He
created many men and women; and fear Alldh through Whom you demand (your
mutual rights), and (do not cut the relations of) the wombs (kinship)1. Surely, Allah is
Ever an All-Watcher over you (An - Nisaa 01)

085 kst p4I 5055 pRLAST BT s - 1300 U3 Toads all 1985 igials ol Sl
Laahas 153 516 485 ,aJgabg alT ghd
0 you who believe! Keep your duty to Allah and fear Him, and speak (always) the
truth - He will direct you to do righteous good deeds and will forgive you your sins.
And whosoever obeys Allah and His Messenger (alwg axls alll ;Lo), he has indeed
achieved a great achievement (i.e. he will be saved from the Hell-fire and will be
admitted to Paradise) (Al Ahzaab 70-71)




In your hands is a compilation of important rulings pertaining to the legislations of
Zakah. Some of the young brothers approached me and requested direction on this
topic, since detailed literature in the English language from Ahlus Sunnah with concise
explanations are generally rare to find.

Therefore it is of great importance and interest to compile this short but detailed
compilation outlining the legislation surrounding Zakaah.

Most of what you are about to read are excerpts and explanations from Ahlul ilm (The
people of knowledge and insight)

| would exert my best effort to simplify understanding the topic, adding categories and
sub categories where necessary so the reader can repeatedly study each subject until
fully understood making sure to reference evidences from the Qur’aan, sunnah and
verdicts from the Fuqahaa (Islamic Scholars of Jurisprudence) in cases where ljtihaad
(scholarly derived verdicts) are applied.

Allah informed us in His Noble and exalted book the Quraan:
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And they were commanded not, but that they should worship Allah, and worship none
but Him Alone (abstaining from ascribing partners to Him), and perform As-Salat

(Igamat-as-Salat) and give Zakat, and that is the right religion (Al Bayyinah - 05)

the leader of the Muslims Abu Hafs Umar Ibn Al Khataab <% informed us that the
prophet i said:

S

bt oJ) &yingd alpiy Al J) &350 31 545 1955 Lo 41 JAI W5 L Jlasdl L)
ail] 35 Us (J] 58 G5k aT541 5l Wiwad W &555@ S5 85 aleing
"Actions are (judged) by intentions (niyyah), so each man will have what he intended.
Thus, he whose migration (hijrah) was for Allah and His Messenger, his migration is to
Allah and His Messenger; but he whose migration was for some worldly thing he might
gain, or for a wife he may marry, his migration is to that for which he migrated.”

[Bukhari & Muslim]

| ask Allah by His beautiful names and attributes that He accepts this effort, and He
directs us to be from those who are sincere in doing righteous deeds. | also ask Him to
make this of benefit firstly to myself and to whoever the compilation reaches for indeed
all matters are in His control for success ot destruction.



http://sunnah.com/bukhari/83/66
http://sunnah.com/muslim/33/222

[Definition of Zakah]
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- The Linguistic meaning of Zakaah is growth and purification
Therefore wealth can increase or grow from sources where the eyes cannot pallibly see
and Zakaah purifies the one who fulfills it from sins. The blessings of giving Zakaah is with
Allah if it is done sincerely in the manner outlined in Islaam - and it is not considered a
loss as The Prophet said: B
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The wealth of a slave does not decrease due to giving charity (narrated by Amr Bin
S’ad - Collect by At Tirmidhi - Hasan Sahih)

likewise the legislative name ‘Zakah’ is derived from what is present in its Linguistic
interpretation, because it is a purification for the one who fulfills its obligations and its is
a testimony to the legitimacy of an individuals eemaan (faith) the prophet ’1 said
ol ddi.allg (and sadaqah is a testimony)

Due to this Zakah is called Sadaqah which is derived from the word ‘Sidq’ (truthful) that
is because it is evidence to the truthfulness of the person fulfilling its obligation,
executing his covenant with Allah, therefore it is a sign that the person’s eemaan (faith)
is correct or intact inward (sincerely in his heart) and outward (fulfilling the obligation of
giving it).
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- The legislative definition of Zakah is a right which must be paid on money/wealth
So when this term is used in Islamic law this is what it refers to.

{ Ruling of Zakah ]

oot
- The ruling of Zakaah according to the Legislation of Islaam.
Zakah is one of the five pillars of Islam and It is an obligation from its obligations. It is
compulsory according to the book of Allah and the Sunnah of his messenger & and the
consensus of the people of Islamic jurisprudence.

Zakah has been mentioned numerous times in the book of Allah connected to the prayer,
Allah said:
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And perform As-Salat (Iqgamat-as-Salat), and give Zakat and bow down (or submit
yourselves with obedience to Allah) along with Ar-Raki‘in (Al Baqarah - 43)




and Allah said:
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And those in whose wealth there is a recognised right - For the beggar who asks, and
for the unlucky who has lost his property and wealth, (and his means of living has been
straitened). (Al Ma’arij - 25 & 26)

and Allah said: ) B ) )
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and perform As-Salat (Iqdmat-as-Salat ) and give Zakat, and lend to Allah a goodly
loan(AL Muzammil - 20)
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- The legislative definition of Zakah is a right which must be paid on money/wealth
So when this term is used in Islamic law this is what it refers to.

Abdullah Ibn Abbas narrated
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When Allah's Messenger () (p.b.u.h) sent Mu'adh to Yemen, he said (to him), "YOU are going to people
of a (Divine) Book. First of all invite them to worship Allah (alone) and when they come to know Allah,
inform them that Allah has enjoined on them, five prayers in every day and night; and if they start
offering these prayers, inform them that Allah has enjoined on them, the Zakat. And it is to be taken
from the rich amongst them and given to the poor amongst them; and if they obey you in that, take
Zakat from them and avoid (don't take) the best property of the people as Zakat. ( Al Bukhaari &
Muslim)

Also Ibn Umar said that the messenger of Allah said:

o BE_3d

anlg olS)JI sleg ssLAJI ?Ulg d.lg.u.!)g s3ic 134850 Ul% ) }i! &J 14 UI 83lgu : HETP-CS GlE P)Luuﬂ u-“-‘
OLas;j p935
Islam is based on five things: the testimony that there is no god but God and that

Muhammad is His servant and messenger, the observance of the prayer, the payment
of zakat, the Pilgrimage, and the fast during Ramadan.” (Bukhari and Muslim.)




- When did Zakah became compulsory upon the muslims ?
So we understand the ruling of paying the Zakaah, but when was it made compulsory
upon the Muslim ummah? it was made compulsory upon the Muslim ummah in the
second year after the migration of the prophet 73 from Mecca to Medina. He used to
send companions pgic al o) inorder to collect the it and likewise these companions
who he appointed to receive the zakat, he would also appoint them to distribute it to
those qualified to receive it. Then this action continued after his death with the four
Rightly Guided Khulafaa ( Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthmaan and Ali) pgic abl )

[Encouragemnt to Payj]
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We find in the Quraan and sunnah numerous evidences encouraging the believers to
fulfill the act of paying Zakaah:
as Allah said:
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Take Sadaqah (alms) from their wealth in order to purify them and sanctify them with

it, and invoke Allah for them. Verily! Your invocations are a source of security for
them; and Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower (At Tawbah - 103)
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Allah says to His Prophet Muhammad 15 O Muhammad, take money those who have

confessed their sins and repented from it as charity that will purify them from the filth of
their sins
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and sanctify them with it, meaning, and increase them and raise them from the lowly
ranks of the hypocrites to the ranks of the sincere ones, and pray for them
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meaning, pray for them to be forgiven for their sins.

and Allah said:
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The believers, men and women, are Auliya’ (helpers, supporters, friends, protectors) of

one another; they enjoin (on the people) Al-Ma‘rif (i.e. Islamic Monotheism and all that
Islam orders one to do), and forbid (people) from Al-Munkar (i.e. polytheism and
disbelief of all kinds, and all that Islam has forbidden); they perform As-Salat (Iqgamat-
as-Salat), and give the Zakat, and obey Alldh and His Messenger. Alldh will have His
Mercy on them. Surely Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise. (At Tawbah - 71)
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and Allah said:
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And that which you give in gift1 (to others), in order that it may increase (your wealth
by expecting to get a better one in return) from other people’s property, has no
increase with Allah; but that which you give in Zakat (sadaqa - charity etc.) seeking
Allah’s Countenance, then those, they shall have manifold increase (Ar Rum - 39)
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Multiplied, that is, they will have multiplied reward for those who purified their wealth
for Allah - He will increase them for them until it becomes something great.

Abu Ayoub Al Ansaari dic abl wo) harrated:
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A man said, "0 Allah's Messender (:2%)! Inform me of a deed which will make me enter
Paradise.” The people said, "What is the matter with him? What is the matter with
him?" Allah's Messenger () said, "He has something to ask (what he needs greatly)."
The Prophet (i) said (to him), (In order to enter Paradise) you should worship Allah
and join none in worship with Him: You should of fer prayers perfectly, give obligatory
charity (Zakat), and keep good relations with your Kith and kin." He then said, "Leave
it!" (The sub-narrator said, "It seems that the Prophet (22%) was riding his she camel."
(Bukhaari & Muslim)

Abu Hurayrah ais bl ¢y narrated that the the Prophet (&%) said:
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"Seven people will be shaded by Allah under His shade on the day when there will be no
shade except His. They are: (1) a just ruler; (2) a young man who has been brought up in
the worship of Allah, (i.e. worship Allah (Alone) sincerely from his childhood), (3) a man
whose heart is attached to the mosque (who offers the five compulsory congregational
prayers in the mosque); (4) two persons who love each other only for Allah's sake and
they meet and part in Allah's cause only; (5) a man who refuses the call of a charming
woman of noble birth for an illegal sexual intercourse with her and says: | am afraid of
Allah;




(6) a person who practices charity so secretly that his left hand does not know what
his right hand has given (i.e. nobody knows how much he has given in charity). (7) a
person who remembers Allah in seclusion and his eyes get flooded with tears."
(Al Bukhaari)

Abu Kabshah 'Amr bin Sa'd (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:
Messenger of Allah (&%) said:
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1) The wealth of a man will not diminish by Sadaqah (charity)
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(2) Allah augments the honour of a man who endures an oppression patiently
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(3) He who opens a gate of begging, Allah opens a gate of poverty (or he said a word
similar to it) (At Tirmidhi - Hasan Sahih)

Abu Hurayrah ais ol ¢+, stated that the prophet alwg ayls alll Lo said:
Bl Bais kel ,&é;Ul @»ldg.n.\s,uxpuwa:!l a9 3Ll Zadl 93 o Lo
"Every day two angdels come down from Heaven and one of them says, 'O Allah!
Compensate every person who spends in Your Cause
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and the other (angel) says, 'O Allah! Destroy every miser.' (Al Bukhaari & Muslim)

&)eterrence from Witholding%

Allah informed us
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And let not those who covetously withhold of that which Alldh has bestowed on them
of His Bounty (Wealth) think that it is good for them (and so they do not pay the
obligatory Zakat ). Nay, it will be worse for them; the things which they covetously
withheld shall be tied to their necks like a collar on the Day of Resurrection1. And to
Allah belongs the heritade of the heavens and the earth; and Allah is Well-Acquainted
with all that you do (Aal Imraan - 180)
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and Allah sald
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0 you who believe! Verily, there are many of the (Jewish) rabbis and the (Christian)
monks who devour the wealth of mankind in falsehood, and hinder (them) from the
Way of Allah (i.e. Allah’s religion of Islamic Monotheism). And those who hoard up gold
and silver [Al-Kanz: the money, the Zakat of which has not been paid] and spend them
.not in the Wag of Allah, announce unto them a painful torment
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On the Day when that (Al-Kanz: money, gold and silver the Zakat of which has not been
paid) will be heated in the Fire of Hell and with it will be branded their foreheads, their
flanks, and their backs, (and it will be said unto them): "This is the treasure which you
hoarded for yourselves. Now taste of what you used to hoard." (At Tawbah : 34 - 35)

Abu Hurayrah dic abl o) stated that the prophet plwg duls abl wlo said:
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Anyone whom Allah has given wealth but he does not pay its Zakat, then, on the Day of
Resurrection, his wealth will be presented to him in the shape of a bald-headed
poisonous male snake with two poisonous glands in its mouth and it will encircle itself
round his neck and bite him over his cheeks and say, "I am your wealth; I am your
treasure." Then the Prophet (££) recited this Divine Verse:-- "And let not those who
covetously withhold of that which Allah has bestowed upon them of His Bounty." (Aal
Imraan - 180) Al Bukhaari

Abu Hurayrah ais ol ) stated that the prophet plwg auls all Lo said:
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If any owner of gold or silver does not pay what is due on him, when the Day of
Resurrection would come, plates of fire would be beaten out for him; these would then
be heated in the fire of Hell and his sides, his forehead and his back would be
cauterized with them. Whenever these cool down, (the process is) repeated during a
day the extent of which would be fifty thousand years, until judgment is pronounced
among servants, and he sees whether his path is to take him to Paradise or to Hell

(Muslim)




[Upon Who is It Compulsorva

A person is obliged to pay the zakat once five conditions are met and they are as

follows:

- The first condition (dyy=JI) The person must be free and not a slave. So the Zakaah is not
obliged upon the slave and that is because he or she does not possess any property.
Whatever is in his hands in reality belongs to his master. So his Zakaah is upon his master
and not him.

- The second condition: Islaam, the owner of the property must be a Muslim. Zakaah is
not obliged upon a disbeliever, so the disbelieving person does not have to pay it
because it is an act of obedience and gaining nearness to Allah. Similarly Zakah is liable
with sincere intention and this cannot come from a disbeliever.

Mu'adh (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:
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The Messenger of Allah () sent me as a governor to Yemen and (at the time of
departure) he instructed me thus: "You will go to people of the Scripture (i.e., the Jews
and the Christians). First of all invite them to testify that La ilaha ill Allah (There is no
true god except Allah) and that Muhammad (£2) is His slave and Messenger; and if they
accept this, then tell them that Allah has enjoined upon them five Salat (prayers) during
the day and night; and if they accept it, then tell them that Allah has made the payment
of Zakat obligatory upon them. It should be collected from their rich and distributed
among their poor; and if they agree to it, don't take (as a share of Zakat) the best of
their properties. Beware of the supplications of the oppressed, for there is no barrier
between it and Allah." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim].

So the prophet pluwg dlc abl wlo made a person’s islaam a condition for paying the
Zakaah

- The third condition (Llaill WUdl) : Is the person having the nisaab, so zakah is not
compulsory upon an individual who has less than the stipulated amount (Nisaab). However
if his possessions exceed the the nisaab (minimum stipulated amount of possessions
which qualifies a person to pay Zakaah) then he meets the condition regardless of age or
sanity that is because the evidences which points to fulfilling zakaah are general and
theres no specification in this regard.
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[Upon Who is It Compulsory)

- The fourth condition (dsSLall )l a5uwl) : Being the one who rightfully owns the property.
Therefore, ownership of the property which is Zakaah is due must be settled, so that no
one can come and claim it. Ownership of his possessions must be established.

- The fifth condition (JWJl (le Jo9=dI +éw) : The ownership must be for a full lunar year,
this is based on the hadith of Aisha lgic alll o) Where she stated | heard the Messenger
of Allah(£%) say:
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'There is not Zakat on wealth until Hawl (one year) has passed.' ”
(At Tirmidhi & Ibn Maajah)
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